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TEN NOMINEES PROPOSED FOR 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

Society Meeting March 1979  

The Nominating Committee of 
the Society has submitted to 
the Board of Governors its list 
of nominees to serve on the 
Board for the coming year. 

Provided the membership ap-
proves, these individuals will 
be installed at the annual 
meeting in March 1979. The 
Board has approved the publica-
tion of this list. 

The names proposed by the 
Nominating Committee are: 

Dr. Neil P. Campbell: a 
native Wasfiingtonian and re-
tired physician. A collector 
for some 24 years, many of his 
100 Glenn Dales and 50 Satsukis 
having come from Henry Hohman. 
He was a personal friend of Dr. 
Merritt, but he claims he con-
tracted "azaleaitis" from a 
patient, Albert Close. 

Emile A. Deckert: the first 
President and a founder of the 
Society. He is responsible for 
the beautiful and extensive 
azalea collection at the Brook-
side Gardens, Wheaton, Maryland, 
most of which he propagated him-
self. The plants in the Stuart 
Armstrong Garden were all started 
by him from cuttings from the 
Armstrong property. 

Nathan C. Fitts: a founding 
member of the Society, who is 
serving as its legal counsel for 
the development of its constitu-
tion and by-laws. Assists his 

(continued on page 6)  

ANOTHER GREAT AZALEA GARDEN 

GOES PUBLIC 

McCrillis Gift to M-NCP&PC 

The magnificent five and 
one-half acre azalea and rhodo-
dendron garden, developed over 
the last 40 years by William M. 
McCrillis in Bethesda, Mary-
land is to be open and avail-
able for the enjoyment of re-
sidents and visitors in the 
Washington, D.C. area. 

Mr. McCrillis, who died last 
October, bequeathed his garden 
and residence to the Maryland-
National Capital Park & Plan-
ning Commission. The latter 
has assigned management of the 
new facility (to be called "The 
McCrillis Garden") to the Brook-
side Garden, Wheaton, Maryland, 
which itself includes a spec-
tacular display of azalea plan-
tings in its grounds and arbo-
retum. 

Officials and staff at Brook-
side are now making an inventory, 
identifying and relabeling the 
plants, and generally refurbish-
ing the McCrillis property to 
prepare it for public viewing. 

Many prominent azaleans were 
long-time friends of Mr. McCril-
lis, including Frederic Lee, 
Joe Gable, George Harding, the 
Doctors Coe (father and son), 
and Henry Skinner of native 
azalea fame. 

ASA will report further on 
progress in getting the McCril-
lis Garden ready for public use. 
In season, it will become a high 
point in any Washington area 
tour of azaleas and rhododendrons. 
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Azalea Society of America  
Board of Governors and-Officers  

Robert A. Mallet, Chairman 	 EMile,A. Deckert, President 
Emile A. Deckertember:' 	 Frank B. White, Jr., Vice President 
William H. Parsons, Member 	 William H. Parsons, Treasurer 

.Marie Thais Spencer,. Member 	 Holland, Recording.Secretary 
Frank B. White, Jr., Member 

	

	 Anna Jane Martin, Corresponding Secty 
Committee Chairpersons  

Education - Warren Groomes; Legal Affairs - Nathan C. Fitts; Membership - Judith 
Groomes; Nominating - Graham:Holland; Plant Sale -: Ryon Page; Publicity - William 
'Claggett; Slides - George Harding; Hospitality - Rusty LaGuardia. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT  

Let me take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to you as a member 
of the newly-formed Azalea Society of America.,  We are pleased to report.that 
our rapidly expanding membership, begun in may 1978, already stands at over one 
hundred. This number includes people living in such widely scattered states as 
Oregon, New York, Florida, and Illinois. We are anticipating the establishment 
of society chapters throughout the entire azalea growing territory of the United 
States. 

The formation of our society in the Washington, D.C..area is, we feel, most 
appropriate considering that the Eastern United States has come to be recognized 
00 an important geographic locale for the cultivation of azaleas.. Several as-
*ern hybridizers hive introduCed approximately' one thousand new and beautiful 

,N110eties of azaleas to horticulture. 

During the past summer, I had the pleasure of_viaiting a few of these by-' 
,hridizers. I met with Albert Reid, originatatrd. i select and outstanding.  group 
known as the Linwood Hybrids;. and' Robert Gartrel, whose new group, known as the 
Robin Hill aialeas, is hardier and equal in beauty and quality . to many of the 
better known Satsukis which originate in Japan. One:of our aims in the Azalea 
Society of America '(ASA) is to familiarize our members with the work of these 
newer hybridizers and their varieties, as well as to explore the numerous Euro-
pean and Japanesegroups available: 

As a member of the Society, you will have access to information, cuttings, 
and actual plants of some of the most rare and exquisite varieties of azaleas 
which are unavailable on the retail nursery market. You.will also have the op-
portunity to use an extensive slide collection, for purposes of identification 
and education. We are now in the process of putting that collection together. 

I look forward to meeting each of you, and want to encourage your total 
onthnaiasim, cooperation, and participation in this exciting new horticultural 
Venture. 

DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION? 

Write to the Azalea Society of America, P.O. Box 6244, Silver Spring, Md.:20906. 
Address your letter to EMile A. Deckert, President. In case you are inquirinig 
about memberahip, address Judith Groomes, membership chairperson, or telephone 
her at (301) 622-0459 
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SOCIETY'S ORGANIZATION DEVELOPED 

By-Laws Set  

'The Board of Governors has recent-
ly approved the text of the by-laws of 
the Society. The by-laws have been 
under study and in preparation for 
several months, with the work being 
carried on by William H. Parsons and 
Nathan'C. FittS, in consultation 
with the Board. In the course of 
that work, they examined comparable 
regulations and procedures governing 
the Orchid, Begonia, Chrysanthemum, 

. Rhododendron, and American Horticul-
tural Societies. 

The by-laws include provisions 
for the establishment of local chap-
ters, and they spell out chapter re-
lationships with the parent ASA. 
They identify the responsibilities 
and authorities of the Board of Go-
vernors, and elected and appointed 
officials. A working structure is 
established for ASA, including an 
Executive Committee, Finance Com-
mittee, and other committees res-
ponsible for a Library, Slides, 
Speakers, Ratings and Awards, Pro-
grams, Scientific Research, Exhibits 
and Shows, Membership, Public Rela-
tions, and Legal Affairs. 

Several articles in the by-laws 
are devoted to the public service, 
educational, and scientific concerns 
of the Society. This is appropriate 
since ASA is being structured to 
qualify as a tax-exempt, non-profit, 
educational and scientific associa-
tion in accordance with the U.S. 
Internal Revenue laws. 

The by-laws call for a ten-person 
Board of Governors, expanding from 
the five member Board that has 

. guided the Society through its first 
year. That larger Board will be 
installed at the annual spring 
meeting of the Society in March 1979. 

FALL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Frank White Leads Slide Tour 
of Azalea Types  

A public meeting of the Society MU 
held at the Springbrook High School, 
Silver Spring, Maryland, on October ZS, 
1978. New members were welcomed. 

Planning begun for committee acti-
vities included the announcement that 
Ryon Page would serve as chairperson 
for the spring plant sale; George Har-
ding would undertake to assemble an 
azalea slide library; Rusty LaGuardia 
would work as hospitality chairperson; 
and Nate Fitts and Judson Hardy would 
serve as interim editors to get the 
Society's newsletter under way. Par-
ticipation by the membership was in-
vited for all of these activities. 

President Emile Deckert noted that 
the Society is looking for volunteers 
in connection with the duties of Cor-
responding Secretary, particularly as 
our efforts increase to assist local 
groups to establish chapters outside 
the greater Washington area. Also, the 
Society needs a Historian. A three-
person committee to nominate Governors 
for the next year was designated. 

Frank White, vice president of ASA, 
presented an extensive slide tour des-
cribing and illustrating the major aza-
lea propagation efforts that have oc-
curred over the last half century. 

His talk noted at the outset that 
both azaleas and rhododendrons belong 
to the magnolia family, which has been 
on earth some 60-70 million years. 

He recounted how evergreen azaleas 
first came into America in the 1700s 
from Europe, and these initial tmpor-
tations were mainly the Belgian and 
Southern Indian hybrids that were hardy 
only in our deep South. Azaleas hardy 

(continued on page 4) 
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FALL MEMBERSHIP MEETING (continued) 

for the Middle Atlantic states did 
not arrive until 1915, when a Japanese 
nurseryman brought the original Kurumes 
to the Panama Pacific Exposition in 
San Francisco. 

Between 1915 and the end of World 
War II, other importations and hybri-
dizing efforts began to get underway. 
For example, Joseph E. Gable started 
in 1927 to introduce his hybrids in 
Stewartstawn, Pennsylvania. In the 
1920W and'1930s, Alphonse Pericat 
was active in Pennsylvania, and pro-
duced thousands of seedlings of which 
he named only a few. 

In the 1938-9 time frame, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture introduced 
some 53 varieties of laterblooming 
Satsdkis. In the 1930s, B.Y. Morri-
son, with some help from the govern-
ment, pursued his extensive hybridi-
zing work, and he began to introduce 
the Glenn Dale bybrida in 1941. His 
introductions reacheda peak in 1947-
1949, and'were cancluded in 1952. 
Upon retirement from the goVernment, 
Morrison moved to Pass Christian, 
Mississippi. where he developed the 
Back Acre hybrids, first introduced 
In 1964. 

In addition to noting and descri-
bing the work of many other hybridi-
zers,since World War II, the speaker 
noted that there are four hybridizers 
Working at the Present time whose ef-
forts are of particular interest. 
One is G. Albert Reid of Linwood, 
New Jersey, who has been introducing 
'the Linwood Hardy azaleas„ over 30 
of which have been registered and 
some eight more are pending regis-
tration. 

The others are Robert Gartrel, who 
has introduced the Robin. Hill azaleas; 
firs. Julian Hill's Nakaharais, called 
the North Tidsbury hybrids; and Wil-
liam Guttormsen of Oregon, who has 

FALL MEMBERSHIP MEETING (continued) 

registered to date some 40 of the 
Greenwood hybrids. 

Logistic support arrangements and 
refreshments for the meeting were 
provided by Warren and Judith'Groomes, 
and the Society expressed its appre-
ciation for these efforts. 

THE STORY ON MEMBERSHIP 

The Azalea Society of America (ASA) 
was founded by some twenty individuals 
who began to work together as an infor-
mal group in mid-1978. By year end, 
membership had increased to over 100. 

Membership in ASA is open to anyone 
interested in learning more about how 
to plant and cultivate azaleas for home 
gardens or for display, or . who desires 
to try out and experiment with improved 
techniques for hybridizing these plants. 
Our general objective is to spread 
knowledge about azaleaculture to the 
public, and to make available to ,our 
members new plant varieties and direct 
contacts with others who are leading 
the way in the cultivation and display 
of azaleas. 

Membership in ASA is open to indivi-
duals, organizations, firms, institu-
tions, and clubs. The annual dues for 
any of the foregoing for 1979 are $10.00. 
An individual may obtain lifetime mem-
bership by a one-time payment of $150.00. 
A husband and wife, or a family-group 
residing together in one household, may 
share a single annual membership. A 
garden club may enroll the club itself 
(but not each of its individual mem-
bers) as an annual member of ASA. 

If you-are not now a-member and would 
.like to join, or to ask about Joining, 
write to.the.Society at P.O. Box. 6244, 
Silver-Spring, Maryland 20906. 
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CULTURAL NOTES 
	

CULTURAL NOTES (continued) 

That overworked team, Bad News 
and' Good News, is with us again. 

First, the bad Mils. One experie-
nced azalea fancier, George Harding,. 
believes the unusually severe win-
ters of 1976 and 1977 will encourage 
further incursions by the azalea stem 
borer, which according to several re-
ports from members was on the in-
crease anyhow. Deciduous azaleas 
seem more susceptible than the 
evergreen sorts. 

According to Frederic P. Lee's 
book, the culprits are larvae of 
Obera mops, the same slender black 
and yellow beetle which tunnels the 
stems of rhododendrons and mountain 
laurel. 

Mr. Harding recommends that in 
addition to lopping off and burning 
the affected and very dead branches, 
label-strength chlordane should be 
sprayed around May 1st. Addition-
ally, the chlordane solution should 
be sprinkled liberally on the 
ground under the plant. Water-in 
with the hose-immediately after 
spreading the chlordane. The pro-

.cess may be repeated in about two 
weeks. Then, hope for the best, 
which will be the good news of 
another pest "gone west." 

# # # 

Good news, but too,  late for this.. 
year. Unsold_Christmas treen, and 
your own once. it has been removed 
from the house,_ are excellent wind 
breaka:.Largebranches, or even 
entire trees can be.stuck into the 
ground on the sunny and. windy sides 
of your favorite azalea that is only 
borderlineJoirdy in your area.. This 
added.protection can help bring the. 
plant through -.the worst weather, 
Make a note for next year! 

# 0 # 

Dead leaves are useful on the coo-
poet heap, but they can be harmful if 
allowed to accumulate for several 
years as a Soggy mast within the cen-
ter of a low spreading azalea!  

New, growers have seen center 
stems and branches, and sometimes the 
entire plant, gradually become leaf-
lege., then die, for loss of air and 
light. 

So, clean out those accumulated_ 
leaves, and while you are at it, 
prune some of the clutter of dead or 
near-dead branchlets deep within the 
center.. Not only good medicine, but 
the plant puts out new growth and 
generally looks better. 

BOOK NOTES 

The Azalea Book by Frederic P. Lee 
is being reprinted. Tice publisher is 
now taking orders, and the pre-publi-
cation price is $15.00. For further 
information, contact the publisher. 
Theophrastus, at P.O. Box 458, Little 
Compton, Rhode island 02837. 

# f # 

Tie have heard, also, that David 
Leach is working on a supplement to 
Lee's book (not a reprint), and that 
it will contain information on neat 
azaleas introduced since 1965, which 
was the date of the second edition of 
the Lee book. We have no mere infor-
mation on this, but will let you know 
when we learn more. 

HELP GUIDE THE NEWSLETTER 

Let us hear from you with Sugges-
tions on the contents of future edi-
tions of THE AZAWN. 
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NOMINEES (continued) 

wife, Doe, to grow azalea cut-
tings as a hobby for planting 
at their Potomac, Maryland 
home. 

Judith Groomes: a founding 
member, who is serving as Mem-
bership Chairperson. A former 
special education teacher from 
New York state, who now divides 
her time between substitute 
teaching, raising a family, 
and growing azaleas with her 
husband at their Silver Spring, 
Marland home. 

George W. Harding: a foun-
ding member of the Society now 
residing in Germantown, Mary-
land. Retired from the posi-
tion of Chief of Horticulture 
and Maintenance for the Natio-
nal Capital Parks, National 
Park Service. He has been pro-
pagating azaleas since 1924, 

' and has had a nursery since 
1929. His collection exceeds 
1200 varieties of azaleas and 
300 rhododendrons. 

Alice J. Holland: a founder 
and lire member of the Society, 
now serving as Recording Secre-
tary. She has been a collector 
of azaleas for over 18 years, 

• and has some 350 named varie-
ties at her home in Silver 
Spring, Maryland. 

William H. Parsons: a foun-
ding membev of the Society, now 
serving as Treasurer, and a re-
tired lawyer. His garden con-
taining over 1000 large plants 
is on display yearly in local 
garden tours. He is a former 
president of the Takoma Horti-
cultural Club. 

Marie Thais Spencer: a foun-
ding and life member of the So- 

NOMINEES (continued) 

ciety, she awns a 77-acre farm 
in Fulton, Maryland, where the 
Nudiflorum grows wild in the 
woods. Her gardens include 
both azaleas and rhododendrons. 
She is presently giving parti-
cular attention to hand propa-
gation of azaleas. 

Mrs. Leon Swell: a Society 
member who is serving as a fo-
cal point for extending the ASA 
to the Richmond, Virginia area. 
She not only has a large azalea 
collection, but also has a dra-
matic collection of ferns, many 
of which have been donated to 
the Brookside Gardens. 

Frank B. White, Jr.: the 
first Vice President and a foun-
der of the Society. His Azalea 
Acres Farm in Lanham, Maryland 
serves as his base of activity 
as a nurseryman with one of the 
largest displays on the East 
Coast. A willing source of ad-
vice and experience which he 
shares freely in response to mem-
ber requests. A former presi-
dent of the Potomac Valley Chap-
ter of the American Rhododendron 
Society. 

The by-laws of the Society pro-
vide that five Board members shall 
be elected yearly, and each will 
serve a two-year term. However, 
in order to get this rotation 
started in this initial full year 
of operation, the entire Board of 
ten members is to be chosen. They 
will then draw lots, with five 
serving for one year and the other 
five for two years. 

The members of the Nominating 
Committee are Graham Holland, 
chairman, and Robert Caviness 
and Mrs. James Falcon, members. 
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