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President's Letter 
	

J 

Robert W. Hobbs 

This will be my last President's Letter. I have served as Pres-
ident of the Azalea Society of America for nearly three years, and 
at the annual meeting in New Orleans on March 23 a new Presi-
dent will be installed. 

I am proud to have served in this role, and have been grati-
fied by the support of the Board of Governors (now Directors) and 
its chairman, Don Voss, officers, and members of the Society. Some 
significant changes have taken place during those years: (1) revised 
by-laws will take effect at the March 1991 annual meeting. These 
by-laws streamline the operations of the Society and allow more di-
rect involvement of the membership in the election of officers. (2) 
Dues were increased for the first time in several years, and (3) THE 
AZALEAN was redesigned and a color photograph was added to 
the cover. In addition, an educational project consisting of an azal-
ea display garden at the American Horticultural Society's River 
Farm in Mount Vernon, Virginia is in the planning stages. There 
were some disappointments too; the dissolution of some chapters, 
and a slight decline rather than a hoped-for increase in member-
ship. However, these set-backs may quickly turn around. There 
have been several requests recently for information regarding 
chapter formation, and we have just completed a mass mailing of 
membership brochures to nearly 5,000 plant lovers. 

On the Cover: R. prunifolium (Arnold Arboretum, August 1990) 

Photographer: Robert W. Hobbs 
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Some Thoughts On Plant And Site 
Selection 

James A. Dove, Jr. 
Annapolis, Maryland 

People who love plants many times try to collect as many different types 
as possible. It is a very common occurrence to hear plantsmen discuss the tender 
species or the new variety that they now have in their collection. The endeavor to 
grow the rare and unusual varieties provides much of the pleasure of gardening. 
However, lack of understanding the requirements of the plant may result in frus-
tration and failure. 

All plants have a particular set of cultural requirements that dictate where 
they grow best. Cold hardiness is probably the most commonly discussed cultu-
ral topic. With azaleas, two figures indicate cold limitations. The minimum tem-
perature at which the plant survives and the minimum temperature flower buds 
survive are frequently listed. As important as temperature is in the success of 
growing plants, it is far from being the only requirement that needs to be under-
stood. 

Soil types often are a major factor affecting plant selection. Most azalea en-
thusiasts soon learn that azaleas require an acid soil in which to grow successful-
ly. However, it is less than common knowledge that azaleas require certain fungi 
to help in water and nutrient absorption. Addition of quantities of organic matter 
to the soil will provide a proper environment for the fungi's survival. (Some 
types of sphagnum peat in some cases may actually prevent the fungi from de-
veloping if used as the only organic source. Aged manures, compost, etc., used in 
conjunction with the peat or alone are much better.) One must also consider soil 
drainage in plant selection. Several species of azalea grow naturally in swampy 
conditions. Examples are Rhododendron viscosum and R. atlanticum. However, 
these species are found growing only on well-drained hammocks (raised areas) 
of the swamp. Although the top several inches of soil are well drained on these 
hammocks, the plants roots grow down until they meet the ground water level. 
When grown continually in waterlogged soil azaleas are very susceptible to roo-
trot diseases. However, with the creation of artificial "hammocks" in poorly 
drained soils an avid collector can duplicate nature and be successful in growing 
tolerant azaleas in these wet areas. Interplanting such areas with native ferns that 
thrive in these swampy conditions creates very beautiful landscapes. Given prop-
er thought to their growth requirements, azaleas are successful in heavy soils, 
such as clay-loams. 

In any soil type it is a mistake to plant azaleas too deeply. It is disastrous in 
heavy soils. Place the plants two to three inches above the surrounding area with 
prepared soil. Slope the soil upwards to meet the rootball. Instead of mulch, use 
a ground cover of wild ginger, Asarum spp., Mother-of-Thousands, (Saxifraga stol-
onifera), ferns, wildflowers, dwarf bulbs, etc. Their foliage will shade the soil, re-
duce evaporation, and the water transpired through their foliage will raise the 
humidity around the azaleas. Their roots will help keep the soil loose, allowing 
for more rain to enter the soil. However, they will also use some of the excess wa-
ter. Of great importance is that their leaves and roots will reduce the erosion of 
the soil medium. 

Other environmental factors are 
also important to address for success-
ful growth of rare varieties. For ex-
ample, frost damage can be reduced 
by planting tender or early flowering 
varieties under pines or other ever-
greens. During clear, calm nights in 
winter, heat is rapidly lost to radia-
tion. The overhead branches delay 
this heat loss to such an extent as to 
raise the temperature five to ten de-
grees when compared to open sites. 

Topography is a very important 
consideration. Low-lying areas such 
as valleys are almost always colder 
than the top of slopes. Cold air is 
denser than warm, air and flows 
down into the valleys much the same 
way as water. The tree cover not only 
reduces radiation, but also slows the 
downhill movement of cold air slow-
ing the temperature drop at the base 
of the slope. Slopes that face to the 
south or east are also detrimental to 
tender varieties. After a very cold 
night plants are rapidly thawed by 
the early morning sun. This rapid 
thawing many times leads to bark-
split and the inevitable death of the 
plant. In the case of azaleas, rhodo-
dendrons, camellias and many plants 
of marginal hardiness, the damage 
may not be evident until months lat-
er when the plant collapses in hot 
weather. It is very important to select 
varieties that are resistant to this type 
of damage. Azaleas native to eastern 
North America, northern Japan, Ko-
rea, or mountainous sections in Eu-
rope are usually resistant. Some ever-
greens also may not be as 
susceptible. For example, the North 
Tisbury hybrids are low growing. 
The evergreen foliage shades the 
bark allowing for a much slower rate 
of thaw. Because this hybrid group is 
low growing, snow will many times 
protect the plants when totally cov-
ered. Snow acts as an insulator. With 
entirely covered plants, the tempera-
ture may not go much below freez-
ing under the snow. However, the 
same insulating feature prevents heat 
from escaping from the ground. This 
fact usually contributes to the coldest 
temperatures experienced during 

a • THE AZALEAN/March 1991 



winter. On calm, clear nights this is 
especially true. The light reflected off 
snow is also very damaging to plants 
prone to bark split. It is advisable to 
use varieties that exhibit some tender-
ness with a north, northwest, or 
northeast exposure. Planting among 
evergreens where they receive little 
direct winter sun is also beneficial. 
Exposure to early morning winter sun 
may be a benefit when considering 
companion plants. Many early season 
bulbs and perennials can be brought 
into bloom much earlier when plant-
ed in such a situation. Most species 
are not harmed by cold. In my garden 
in Maryland, Adonis amurensis blooms 
in December in such a location. How-
ever, in a spot that receives only late 
afternoon sun it blooms in January. 
The same species blooms in late Feb-
ruary in a location in full shade. ❑ 

Don't Name That Plant—Until You Have 
Read This Article ! 
Donald H. Voss 
Vienna, Virginia 

. . . Unfortunately, every grower and enthusiast names the plants accord-
ing to his fancy and the result in a few years will be chaos. And this is helped by 
the fact that every slight sport or variant is kept and named and no attempt at se-
lection made. . . . What is needed is rigorous selection and the reduction of 
named forms. 

E. H. Wilson, 
discussing the proliferation 

of Kurume hybrids in Japan [11 

PART ONE 

After spending years pollinating, collecting and sowing seed, pricking off 
seedlings, potting and repotting, planting out, and watching for that first flower, 
many hybridizers find irrepressible the urge to name a favorite plant. There is, 
however, much merit in seriously considering the following points and reconsid-
ering the desirability of naming that azalea. 

• About 7,000 named azalea cultivars are listed in Galle's Azaleas, many 
more are floating around (Uncle Zed's Special), and over 5,000 names 
are registered. 

* Has sufficient testing been done to determine that the new cultivar is 
sufficiently better than existing cultivars with respect to significant char-
acteristics to warrant introduction? 

* Does the cultivar exhibit its distinctive characteristics consistently and 
over a reasonably broad range of cultural conditions? 

• Although highly undesirable because of the resulting confusion, dupli-
cation of names has occurred frequently (Figure 1); registration of 
names tends to preclude not only duplication but also "near misses" in 
spelling or pronunciation such as 'Octavia' and 'Octavian', or 'Can Can' 
and 'Quin-Quin'. 

• International nomenclatural rules permit the use of so-called "commer-
cial synonyms", but these should be used sparingly; for example, if the 
correct cultivar name is unacceptable in a particular country. Substitut-
ing a synonym for a cultivar name merely to create the illusion of new-
ness to enhance salability should be avoided assiduously; it promotes 
nomenclatural chaos and may be decidedly unfair to those who buy the 
plants. 

Registration of cultivar names is advisable and is encouraged. This applies 
to plants that have been around for years whether used as parent plants or in the 
trade (even ones of questionable merit, according to the American Rhododen-
dron Society (ARS) Registrar) as well as to new hybrids. In addition to guarding 
against duplication of names, registration provides a permanent description for 
use in identifying propagated material. Registration descriptions, of course, vary 
considerably in the amount of detail included and often are of more use in deter- 

Letter to the Editor 

To the Editor: 

I know I owe thanks to Sue and 
George Switzer and I think others of 
us in the Society share my gratitude 
for sharing with us a little known, 
out-of-print book. I found it fascinat-
ing (The Flowering World of "Chinese 
Wilson" by Daniel J. Foley: A Review, 
THE AZALEAN, December 1990 , 
ed.). 

I suggest that if other members 
have read interesting and appropriate 
books, they write a review for publi-
cation in our journal. I don't think the 
books need to be as hard-to-get as the 
one the Switzers reviewed. ❑ 

Sewell T. Moore 
St. Leonard, MD 
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FIGURE 1 
A Sampling of Homonyms in Azalea Names 

(From "A" in the Index of Galle's Azaleas) 

The list indicates the plant group, D = deciduous or E = evergreen, and color; other 
characteristics such as flower form (e.g., single, hose-in-hose, double) and growth 
habit frequently differ widely for plants with a given name. 

D deep Pink, blotch Yellow 
E strong purplish Pink to vivid Red 

D Pink, stripes darker Pink 
E vivid purplish Red 

E light Purple 
E Pink 
E White to purplish Pink, scant markings 

Pink 

'Advance' 	Occidentale 
Glenn Dale 

'Afterglow' 	Mollis 
Glenn Dale 

'Akebono' 	Phoeniceum 
Kurume 
Satsuki 

'Aladdin' Kurume 
Glenn Dale 

E vivid Red 
E deep Pink, White base (almost decidu-

ous) 

'Alaska' 	Rutherford 
Chisholm-Merritt 

'Alice' 	Knap Hill 
Kaempferi 

'Altair' 	Knap Hill 
Glenn Dale 

'Amber Rain' 	Ghent 
Knap Hill 

'Amy' 	Kurume 
Inter-Group 

'Angel' 
	

Girard Evergreen 
Hager Fun Series 

'Antoine' 
	

Deckert 
Robin Hill 

'Apple Blossom' Mollis 
R. canescens 

'Apricot' 
	

Kurume 
Gable 

'April Showers' Inter-Group 
Satsuki 

'Asahi' 
	

Kurume 
Satsuki 

'Aurora' 	Mollis 
Knap Hill 
Australian/New 
Zealand /Belgian 
Indian/Indica 

'Avalanche' 	Kurume 
Coolidge 

'Azuma Kagami' Kurume 
Satsuki 

	

E 
	

White, blotch yellowish Green 
E yellowish Pink 

D pale yellowish White 
vivid yellowish Pink 

D pale Yellow 
E White, few dots of Purple 

D light Orange Yellow, blotch Orange 
D vivid Yellow, blotch Orange 

E Pink 
strong Pink, center lighter 

White 
E yellowish Pink 

E deep Pink, with occasional White areas 
E light yellowish Pink to light Pink 

D light Pink 
D White, flushed Pink 

E White throat, margin strong Pink 
E strong Orange Yellow 

D pale Yellow, center Orange Yellow 

	

E 	strong Pink 

E moderate purplish Pink 
E White, markings deep Pink 

D Orange 
D strong yellowish Pink 
E light Pink 

E White 
E White 

	

E 	strong Pink, center lighter 
E light Pink, margins deeper 

mining what a specimen is not than 
what it is! Yet even this is an impor-
tant step in the right direction. If the 
reader is not intuitively convinced of 
this, he might profitably refer to the 
author's article "Will The Real `Sher-
brook' Please Stand Up?" in an earlier 
issue of this journal. [2] 

Perhaps even more relevant to the 
cautionary title of the present article 
is a subsequent tale of mix-up in cul-
tivar naming. In "Will The Real 
'Jeanne Weeks' Please Stand Up?" the 
author illustrated the consequences of 
incautious use of tentative cultivar 
names by a hybridizer and the subse-
quent use of these names by others 
on propagated material.[3] The rec-
ommendations there presented bear 
repeating: 

• Once a seedling is determined 
to lack exceptional merit (whet-
her for landscape use or as a 
parent plant in hybridization), it 
should be destroyed. Vegetative 
propagation of existing superi-
or cultivars is preferable to in-
troduction of inferior material. 

• Hybridizers should assign a 
unique identification number to 
each seedling selected for pro-
tracted observation; a letter-
number combination including 
the year of cross is advanta-
geous. 

• Naming should be avoided as-
siduously until firm determina-
tion is made that a cultivar of-
fers unique, superior qualities 
that will broaden the spectrum 
of azaleas available to garden-
ers and landscapers. 

* Never discuss with others ten-
tative or prospective names for 
cultivars still being evaluated; 
willy-nilly, people will start to 
use those names—and, unfortu-
nately, not always on the in-
tended clones! 

Planning for Registration 

You probably ought not name that 
cultivar, 

but when you do, don't forget the 
Registrar! 
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Registration of a cultivar name is 
not an intimidating experience, nor 
does it interfere with your decision to 
name a cultivar. Once you decide to 
name a clone, through registration 
you will make a significant contribu-
tion to the sanity of future genera-
tions of horticulturists! Since planning 
for registration ideally entails many 
years of evaluating the merits of a cul-
tivar under a variety of cultural con-
ditions, systematic recording of data 
will contribute materially to your de-
cision whether to name a plant. 

Weather patterns in a given area 
may vary considerably over the years. 
Evaluation at a number of sites, under 
different soil and climatic conditions, 
is desirable to establish the degree 
and range of hardiness and superior 
performance (flowering, foliage, and 
habit). 

Today, you are more than ever 
convinced that your hybrid 78-XYZ is 
a winner. Hardy from Miami to Que-
bec, of low to medium height and 
compact in habit, and fully evergreen 
throughout its range, good old 78- 
XYZ has long-lasting 5" double flow-
ers imbricated [imbricated: overlap-
ping evenly, ed.] like those of a for-
mal camellia, and is immune to petal 
blight. Even the most negligently 
treated cuttings root 98% in three 
weeks, and the plant's initial energy 
takes it to a bushy 15"-18" size in the 
second year's growth. Such a plant 
must be named. You have decided to 
call it 'Unreal'. 

Obtaining registration forms from 
the selected authority (see sidebar) 
well ahead of the year of their con-
templated use will provide guidance 
in collecting and compiling the neces-
sary data. In any case, you should 
plan your data-collection effort as 
soon as you have an inkling that you 
have plants worthy of naming and in-
troduction. Flower form, size, and col-
or; leaf size and shape; and growth 
characteristics on many plants may 
vary somewhat from year to year in 
response to weather patterns. Good 
annual notes on these plant character-
istics, together with appropriate 
records of cultural conditions and  

weather, will be of immense value in 
preparing an accurate and optimally 
useful description for the registration 
application. 

Before following my lead into the 
registration process (it really isn't bad 
if you plan data collection in ad-
vance!), the reader deserves some as-
surance as to my qualification to com-
ment. "Those who can do, those who 
can't teach" is often heard. Here, 
however, I offer guidance based on 
experience. Robert D. Gartrell named 
69 azaleas in his Robin Hill series. Of 
the 29 Robin Hill azalea registrations 
that he personally submitted, I assist-
ed in the preparation of the last three. 
After illness precluded his preparing 
more, I prepared and submitted an 
additional 29 and hope to complete 
the task with the remaining 11 in 
1991. The following section presents 
my views on the accumulation of 
data. 

Recording Descriptive Data 

The steps entailed in collecting 
data to support the registration of the 
cultivar name and publication of a 
description afford a wonderful op-
portunity to become acquainted with 
many small and beautiful details of 
plant structure that often go unno-
ticed. The list of characters to be ob-
served can be set up in a convenient 
worksheet and reproduced by photo-
copying. 

A form should be prepared for 
each plant observed each year. A 10-
X hand lens will be useful for obser-
vation of vestiture (hairs and glands), 
and I personally favor the use of a 
millimeter scale (adequate scales are 
to be found in school-supply sections 
in drug stores and supermarkets). 
Metric measure may be unfamiliar to 
many, but it is simple to use; in con-
trast, small fractions of an inch (3/ 
32nds or 5 /16ths, for example) are, 
frankly, a pain! (But note—the ARS 
Registrar will accept measurements 
in either system.) Try very hard to 
evaluate color by using a color chart 
such as the Royal Horticultural Society 
Colour Chart; perhaps one is available 
in your chapter or in a horticultural 

Registr a Lion 
Authorities 

International registration 
authorities existssfor cultivar 
names in many geneip of 
cultivated plants. For genus - 
Ritododeruiron, which in-
cludes as subgenera  the de-
ciduous and.evergreen:azale-
as, the international register 
is maintained at the Royal 
Horticultural Society's Gar-
den, Wisley, Wo.kine Surrey 
CUZ3 6Q13, Ettglin4; The In-
ternational likottogtip(flron 
Registrar is Ur. Alan C. Les-
lie. At the option of the per-
son registering a culthiar 
name, the Application may 
he handled  directly wi 
international registrar :or, in 
North Amerita, Australia, 
and New 	Zealand, through 
the intermediacy of national 
registrars. For those In North 
America, the Anterlean o-• 
dodendron Society's Regis-
trar (Mrs. Jay W. Murray, 21 
Squire Tenace, Colts Neck, 
Ni 07722 rrel4  1-908-946- 
8627i) will handle the pro-
cet4.14/ An important advan-
tage of working through the 
ARS Registrar is that; upon 
approval of the registration, 
the cultivar name and de-
scription will be published 
In the journal American Rho-
dodendron Society, which is 
tar more accessible to North 
American readers than the 
RIIS: Supplgineot to the In- 

*POnnar4:41.0404004.1.9n  
Righter. lqrs 	,a1 I 
registered names in the ge-
nus la a computer file and 
can quickly  respond to in-
q u iries. 

research unit in your area. (Again, 
please note—the ARS Registrar is 
anxious to be helpful and will accept 
color references to any well-
identified color chart or even color 
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F*1=-D I Clal-

(FLOWER STALK) 

CALYX 

(IF PRESENT) 

I 
_max 

F: E P' T C E 

(ENLARGED END OF PEDICEL 
ON WHICH FLORAL PARTS 

ARE INSERTED) 

C (.3 F: L_ L- 

(TUBE AND PETAL LOBES) 

PISTIL 

A N1 E S 

(FILAMENTS AND ANTHERS; 
ANTHERS ARE POLLEN SACS) 

(OVARY AT BASE; STYLE EXTENDS 
BETWEEN OVARY AND STIGMA, THE 
POLLEN RECEPTOR. AT TIP) 

FIGURE 2 

chips or samples that you may pro-
vide.) Be warned—correct use of a 
color chart requires attention to tech-
nique. Some suggestions are included 
below. 

After observing plants for several 
years and noting the requirements of 
the registration application, the read-
er may well desire to organize his 
data in a manner different from that 
shown. Remember that English meas-
ure may be used instead of metric 
measure. I recommend that the fol-
lowing categories be included in a 
worksheet. Items in the "required" 
section of the ARS application form 
are identified with an asterisk [*J; the 
inclusion of optional data is desirable. 

ID Number 
As suggested above, your ID 
number for a plant should in-
clude the year of the cross or 
selection, as 78-XYZ. 

Cultivar Name* 
To be filled in only when de-
cision to distribute and, one 
hopes, to register has been 
taken. 

Bed Location 
Be sure that you can find the 
plant even if the label has dis-
appeared; also in evaluating 
foliage and taking cuttings, 
guard against intruding 
branches from adjoining 
plants. 

Date/Days' Bloom* 
When does the plant come 
into bloom; for how long? 
Note that the date for evalua-
tion of floral character states 
will be later—when about 
two-thirds of the flowers on 
an azalea are in bloom is a 
good time to take measure-
ments from fully developed 
flowers (at anthesis); for 
spring leaves, measurements 
should be taken in mid-to-
late summer when the leaves 
have matured. 

Truss Shape* 
May be applicable to decidu-
ous azaleas, but usually not 
for evergreen varieties. 

Truss Dia & Ht* 
If used, specify the diameter 
and height of the entire truss 
(the whole inflorescence, not 
individual flowers), in centi-
meters (cm). 

Buds per Terminal*, Flowers per Bud* 
When counting, examine the 
end of the branchlet carefully; 
more than one bud may be 
present. Count at several 
cations on the plant. 

Pedicel Length 
Use care in taking this and 
other measurements; once 
past anthesis, certain floral di-
mensions will change; the 
pedicel (the short stalk that 
attaches the flower to the 
branchlet) tends to elongate 
after the flower has been ferti-
lized. (Figure 2) 

Calyx Number of Lobes 
The absence of a green folia-
ceous calyx or, if present, the 
number of calyx lobes should 
be noted. Some confused cul-
tivars can be distinguished 
with this information. 

Calyx Length 0/A (Overall) * 
Use as a point of departure 
the beginning of the swelling 
where the pedicel (flower 
stalk) widens out into the re-
ceptacle (a structure on 
which are inserted the other 
floral parts—calyx, corolla, 
stamens, and pistil); measure 
to the tip of the calyx lobes; 
length will vary, use an aver-
age or typical length, in milli-
meters (mm). 

Calyx Lobe Length 
Record the length of calyx 
lobes, in mm. 

Corolla Number of Lobes * 
In most azaleas, there are 5 
corolla lobes or petals; other 
numbers may be encoun-
tered; in a hose-in-hose flow-
er, it is customary to express 
the count for each series of 
petal-like structures separate-
ly, as, for example, 5 + 5; the 
petal-like structures that 
characterize doubling are not 
counted here. 
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Color Evaluation 

The supplement to the International  Rhododendron. Register 
states: "Wherever possible, color references are given to the. Rl1S 
Colour Chart (1966, 19%) e.g, (58C), the colour description (color 
name] being taken from A contributipn toward standardization of 
color names in horticulture by R.D. Huse and K.L. Kelly (ed. D.H. 
Voss), published by the American Rhododendron Society in 1984 

e.g. strong purplish red (580." 
Several years ago, the author's article "Communicating Percep-
tions of Color" appeared in the December 1985 issue of THE 
AZALEAN. [51 The sections on pp. 73-76 were designed to give 
the nontechnical reader a grasp of bask considerations for color 
evaluation. The reasons far using northern-sky daylight, avoiding 
any direct sunlight, and avoiding the early morning and late after-
noon hours are explained. A method for approximating color eval-
uation using data and the figures in the calor article j'xi. .tp c .G. & C. 
Merriam Webster's Third New Inteiniitionni Plaioi** (Una-
bridged) is outlined; the use of a s olc.gc.hart..16discussed; and spe* 
dal considerations relating to SkCitic phut  part%  are detailed. 
The subject requires dose attention, but 1 believe the reader will 
find it rewarding 

Corolla Dia & Len* 
Record in millimeters (mm) 
the average diameter of a 
number of typical flowers 
from the plant; think of the 
flower as a "sugar cone" (ice-
cream cone)—the diameter is 
the distance across the open 
end of the cone, the length is 
the distance along, the outside 
of the cone from the closed, 
pointed end to the petal tips 
at the open end (flatten out 
the petals as necessary when 
measuring). The receptacle to 
petal tip length may vary a-
round an individual flower, 
as well as between flowers 
from the same plant. Simply 
use an average or typical 
value. 

Corolla Length—Tube Portion 
The corolla is tubular (sym-
petalous, i.e., the petals are 
adnate or fused at their edg-
es) for part of its length, and 
the length of this tubular por-
tion in relation to the overall 
length of the corolla may be a 

useful metric; because the dis-
tance from base of receptacle 
to the point at which lobes 
separate varies around the co-
rolla, I have adopted the con-
vention of measuring (in mm) 
the distance on either side of 
the so-called standard lobe 
(the upper lobe that usually 
has the heaviest spotting). 

Corolla Margin* 
Note if smooth-edged, wavy, 
or frilled, indicating degree. 

Corolla Substance 
A subjective evaluation of pet-
al thickness; I use 2 for "aver-
age" thickness and pliability, 
1 for thinner and more pli-
able, 3 for thicker and less pli-
able; by very lightly rubbing 
petals of a number of cultivars 
between thumb and forefin-
ger, one quickly develops 
some sense of differences in 
substance. 

Corolla Marking 
Record presence of any sec- 
tors, stripes, flecks, etc.  

Stamens—Number + Petaloids (if 
present) 

The number of stamens is 5 
in many azaleas, but may be 
considerably greater; if dou-
bling has occurred with 
transformation of stamens 
into petal-like structures, the 
number of these may vary 
(considerably in some culti-
vars), but their presence 
should be noted. 

Stamen Length (Minimum & 
Maximum) 

Stamen and pistil length are 
not required for registration 
descriptions, but may provide 
useful information for distin-
guishing cultivars; while 
these lengths vary from flow-
er to flower, they are reason-
ably stable in relative terms; 
indeed, ratios of these 
lengths are often used in de-
scription of deciduous azalea 
species; if the stamens are 
curved, straighten out and 
record minimum and maxi-
mum lengths in mm. 

Stamen Curvature 
At anthesis, some stamens 
are almost straight, others 
are strongly curved; I use an 
arbitrary 0 - 3 scale to record 
0 = no curve to 3 = strongly 
curved. 

Pistil Length 
By now you have probably 
torn the corolla to straighten 
out and measure the stamen 
length; the length of the pistil 
(ovary, style, and stigma) is 
measured from the base of 
the receptacle to the tip of the 
pistil (stigma) and recorded 
in mm. 

Style Curvature 
(see Stamen Curvature) 

Stigma Diameter 
In most cases, this will be a 
rough approximation; some 
are less than 1 mm in diame-
ter, a few may be 2 mm; it 
will, in any event, call for vis-
ual interpolation. 
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Color: Pedicel 
Pedicel color, as well as other 
floral characters, should be 
evaluated at anthesis; in addi-
tion to a green color, pedicels 
sometimes have yellowish to 
reddish brown along one 
side; if so, note both colors. 

Color: Calyx* 
Care must be taken in evalu-
ating the color of the epider-
mis of the outer (abaxial) side 
of the calyx, because the sur-
face may be fairly heavily 
clothed with hairs. 

Color: Bud 
If buds show unusual color, it 
may be worth noting. 

Color: Corolla (adaxial side)* 
Record color of the inward-
facing (adaxial) side of petals; 
note uniformity or gradation; 
since most colors will fall be-
tween color chips, do not hes-
itate to specify the range. 

Color: Corolla (abaxial side) 
Sometimes the color of the 
outside (abaxial) side of the 
corolla will differ from that 
appearing on the adaxial 
side; there may be a color 
shift toward Yellow or White 
along the area of the tube 
close to the receptacle. 

Color: Spotting* 
Inside the corolla, concentrat-
ed on the upper petals (the 
standard and flanking pet-
als), are frequently found 
spots of strong color (usually 
deep Red or deep Purple, 
though on White flowers of-
ten yellowish or greenish); 
the spotting color may be 
helpful in distinguishing cul-
tivars. 

Color: Blotch* 
Some people use this term for 
the spotting, but I believe it 
useful to maintain the dis-
tinction: the blotch, if present, 
is an area of solid color in 
the same location as spotting 
occurs. 

Color: Throat* 
Sometimes the area of the 
tube toward the receptacle 
will have an alternate color; 
in 'George Harding', for ex-
ample, flowers on a mature 
plant will often have a chalky 
white center; whether a flow-
er such as that on 'Blue Tip' is 
strong reddish Purple with a 
prominent White throat or is 
White with a strong reddish 
Purple margin is a subjective 
call. 

Color: Marking* 
Record here the color of sec- 
tors, stripes, flecks, etc. 

Color: Filaments, Anthers, Style, 
Stigma 

If unusual, the color of these 
parts may be worth noting; 
filament and style colors are 
usually pale tints, but occa-
sionally deeper color may be 
present; anthers are often 
Black or dark, grayed Brown, 
Red, or Purple; a stigma may 
be tinted like the style or may 
be a strong Green or Yellow. 
Do not be misled by the pres-
ence of pollen emerging from 
the anthers or present on the 
surface of the stigma (pollen 
receptor). 

Vestiture (Hairs or Glands) 
The calyx on most flowers 
will have at least some flat-
tened, appressed hairs on the 
outside (abaxial side); the co-
rolla is most frequently gla-
brous (without vestiture) on 
evergreen azaleas, but pubes-
cence may occur abaxially or 
adaxially (inside), usually in 
the throat, in some cultivars; 
fine hairs and glands are en-
countered in many of the de-
ciduous azaleas (these, inci-
dentally, are worth studying 
with a hand lens—they are 
quite beautiful); again, the de-
gree to which these structures 
are present may be recorded 
using a simple 1, 2, or 3 for 
scarce, average, or dense. 

Growth Habit and Branching* 
Notes should be made of the 
height and width of the plant 
at ten years after planting 
out; whether branching is 
horizontal or upright, sparse 
or dense. 

Before indicating the data that 
should be collected to support de-
scriptive entries relating to leaves, 
mention of the peculiar dimorphism 
in evergreen azalea leaves is neces-
sary. As the buds open in the spring, 
both flowers and new leafy shoots 
begin to emerge. In many cultivars, 
the flowers reach anthesis and fade 
before the vegetative growth elon-
gates significantly; in some, the flow-
er development is slower, and flow-
ers may be partly obscured by the 
new leaves. The leaves that develop 
from spring into summer ("spring 
leaves") are larger and thinner than 
those that develop toward the termi-
nal end of the branchlet from late 
summer into fall ("summer leaves"). 
Be aware that what I have called 
spring leaves are sometimes called 
summer leaves; and summer leaves, 
winter leaves! The former are adapt-
ed to maximize the plant's produc-
tion of food during the warm part of 
the year; in most cases, when winter 
comes, these large leaves die and 
drop, leaving the smaller, thicker, 
tougher summer leaves that devel-
oped closer to the terminal bud. In 
preparing a cultivar description, it is 
customary to refer to the large spring 
leaves, although it would be desira-
ble to describe both sets. Frequently, 
the shape as well as the size will vary 
markedly between the two sets of 
leaves. 

Record the length and width of the 
leaves in centimeters (cm); the width 
is measured at the widest part of the 
leaf(*). Leaf shape may be described 
in the relatively simple terms Ob-
long, Elliptic, Ovate, and Obovate 
used in the instructions to the current 
ARS registration form.(*) The previ-
ous ARS form broke these main 
groups into more detailed subgroups 
based on the ratio of length : width 
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(Figure 3). The latter system was 
adapted from the Supplement to the 
RHS Dictionary of Gardening. [6] Be-
cause these more detailed shape de-
scriptors are often found in botanical 
and horticultural works, they are 
worth noting; the following is extract-
ed from the previous ARS registra-
tion card (ratios are length : width): 

OBLONG GROUP, sides more or 
less parallel for some distance, the 
ends tapering rapidly. 

A.1 Linear—at least 12:1 

A.2 Narrowly oblong-3:1 

A.3 Oblong-2:1 

ELLIPTIC GROUP, sides curved, 
tapering equally to base and tip, 
greatest breadth at the middle. 

B.1 Narrowly elliptic-3:1 

B.2 Elliptic-2:1  

B.3 Broadly elliptic-3:2 

B.4 Orbicular—ca. 1:1 

OVATE GROUP, sides curved, 
greatest breadth below the middle. 

C.1 Narrowly lanceolate 	6:1 

C.2 Lanceolate—ca. 3:1 

C.3 Ovate—ca. 3:2 

C.4 Broadly ovate—ca. 6:5 

OBOVATE GROUP, sides curved, 
greatest breadth above the middle. 

D.1 Oblanceolate-3:1 

D.2 Narrowly obovate-2:1 

D.3 Obovate—ca. 3:2 

D.4 Broadly obovate—ca. 6:5 

Other entries in the current ARS 
registration form include pedicel (leaf 
stalk) length, description of leaf sur-
faces and vestiture(*), and leaf tip and  

base forms. For the latter, the instruc-
tions provided by the ARS Registrar 
include drawings of leaf-apex and 
leaf-base shapes; one need only iden-
tify the shapes by number and the 
Registrar will provide the appropri-
ate descriptor. Although you will 
find it used by some, please do not 
use the term "apiculate" in describ-
ing the tip of a rhododendron or 
azalea leaf; apiculate refers to a leaf 
tip that terminates abruptly in a 
small point of laminar (leaf-blade) 
material. [6,7,8] The small point on 
azalea and rhododendron leaves that 
I have seen is a mucro (thickened ter-
minus of the midvein of the leaf); 
hence "mucronate" (if prominent) or 
"mucronulate" (if only slightly 
prominent) should be used. 

One other character state relating 
to leaves should be mentioned. Reg-
istration forms have a space (option-
al) for "number of years leaves are 
retained." In the areas with which I 
am familiar, leaves on evergreen 
azaleas do not persist for much over 
a year—that is, the spring leaves usu-
ally fall when winter comes, and the 
summer leaves fall sometime after 
growth resumes in the following 
spring. 

Other Information For the Registra-
tion Application 

The years have passed. By now 
you have at hand a mass of data that 
will provide entries for most of the 
blanks on the registration application 
form. Not surprisingly, additional in-
formation is called for. The binomials 
(botanical names) or cultivar names 
of seed parent and pollen parent are 
needed. If a selection from species 
material, or if the seed parent was 
open pollinated, so state. The year 
that selection from species material 
or the cross was made and the year 
that the plant first flowered are also 
needed. Names and addresses are to 
be entered for those making the cross 
or selection, raising the plant, nam-
ing the plant, introducing the plant, 
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In Memoriam 
John Underwood Rochester, Jr. 

22 Apri11929 - 19 January 1991 

The passing of John Rochester has left a void in the lives not only of his 
family and close friends but also of many who knew him only briefly. He gave 
freely of time and effort to promote the objectives of the Azaleas Society of 
Ameirca and actively, yes avidly, pursued the goal of excellence in azaleas. 
John, a life-long resident of Louisiana, was a trained forester, a successful dairy-
man, and accomplished musician, as well as a nurseyman with an affinity for 
azaleas. John was the current President of the Louisiana Chapter and President 
of the ASA 1984-85. His interest, helpfulness, and civility will long be remem-
bered. His first contact with the Society is recounted in the following remem-
brances by Robert K. Barry, Silver Spring, Maryland. 

Spring of 1981 was only several days old when Roger Brown and I were set-
ting up a display for the Azalea Society of America (ASA) at the National Botani-
cal Gardens in Washington, D.C., for FLORAFEST, an annual celebration of 
Spring, which included all of the plant societies in the Metropolitan District of 
Columbia area. 

It was the first time that the Society had participated in this event and we 
really didn't know what it was going to look like even though we had had some 
planning sessions several weeks earlier. Bob Stewart had constructed a great 
back-drop of plywood painted dark green. It surely would have looked nice if 
we had been able to bank it with azaleas of many varieties, but March is not the 
right time in D.C. for plants from the garden. We really had not had time to force 
a few, so we settled for a great collection of photographs which were donated for 
use in this event. (I'm sorry to say, at this writing I don't remember who provid-
ed the photos and I apologize.) Anne Brooks had donated a red Pieris (Androme-
da) that was showing lots of color; we had a few 4" pots of Back Acres from Bob 
Stewart, a few ferns and lots of ASA Membership Applications. At that point, 
that's all we had. But nevertheless Roger and I were, with a limited amount of 
time, busy putting it all together at our designated place in the foyer of the Bo-
tanical Gardens. 

Suddenly Roger and I were interrupted by a large, tall gentleman who said, 
with a Southern drawl, "Pardon me. Could you tell me the name of that azalea 
down there?" He was pointing, with his very long arm, down the foyer to a 5-1/2 
foot tall standard Southern Indica which belonged to the Botanical Gardens. We 
both informed him, as best and quickly as we could that the plant was one of a 
collection of Southern Indicas that the Botanical Gardens had been propagating 
for about 60 years, and that they were not sure of the names of all of them. "I 
sure would like to know more about them." He went on, "Isn't there anybody 
that could tell me something about their origin?" I hurriedly explained to him 
that the Director of the Botanical Garden was not there that day but that he 
would be there the next day about 11:00AM and I would introduce him. "Oh, 
that's great. I'll still be in town tomorrow, I'm here with the Southern Dairyman's 
Association, you know, the 'real seal' and we break up tomorrow morning and I 
can be here by 11:00," he said. We assured him we'd still be there, and the intro-
duction would be made and he started on his merry way but suddenly turned 
and came back and said, "Do you know Gumpo?" Again we assured him we did. 
"They do very well for me and I have a lot of them," he said. And sort of off- 

describing the plant, and registering 
the plant! Is the introducer commer-
cial or private, and what was the 
year of introduction? Has the pro-
posed name been published with a 
description (if so, where)? Any 
awards or patents? Has any other 
name been used for the plant? How 
hardy (degrees F.) are the plant and 
the buds? 
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handedly we told him how nice that 
must be for him. We were not rude -
just busy! 

The next day the FLORAFEST 
show was to open at 12 noon and 
there was lots of scurrying around to 
get the final touches put into the dis-
plays by everyone represented in the 
event. It was 11:00AM and lo and be-
hold who comes sauntering down the 
foyer, swinging both of his extra long 
arms but the southern gentleman 
with the Dairyman's Association 
wearing a big smile and said, "I sure 
do like that azalea, I think I could 
grow that in my nursery!" I did a 
double-take and said, "Nursery? I 
thought you were a dairyman." "Oh, 
I am but I also have a nursery," and 
he presented me with his Dogwood 
Hills Nursery business card and said 
"Could I join your Azalea Associa-
tion?" Both Roger and I reached for 
all the ASA literature we had to give 
him. We exchanged names and ad-
dresses and phone numbers. I found 
the Director and introduced them. Af- 

ter much conversation he hurried off 
to catch his plane. 

After several days I received a let-
ter from John on hotel stationery 
from St. Louis. He said that he had 
just found out that he was to return 
to D.C. again on the 4th of April and 
could I meet him at the airport and 
introduce him to some of the mem-
bers of the Azalea Society. This was 
followed up by a call from him and I 
agreed to meet him on Monday 
morning April the 5th at 7:30AM. I 
did. 

It was a bright sunny, cool and 
windy morning. After a quick trip 
uptown to drop off his baggage we 
headed for the National Arboretum, 
which he had asked to visit, but the 
gates were not open yet so we re-
turned to New York Avenue and Bla-
densburg to the Dairy Queen to have 
a donut and a cup of coffee. Little did 
we both know that would be all we 
would get to eat until 8:00PM that 
night. 

From the Arboretum we went to 
Frank White's, Ryon Page's, my gar-
den, Brookside Gardens, and Alice 
Holland's home and garden. Alice 
not only received his dues and gave 
him a membership card, but at his re-
quest, gave him all the information 
and forms he needed to start a Chap-
ter of the ASA. 

On June 10, 1981 we had the first 
chapter of the ASA in the "Deep 
South," the Louisiana Chapter. 

In the brochure we pass out that 
includes the membership application 
are the AIMS - ORGANIZATION, 
PLANS AND PROGRAMS for the 
ASA and truly John U. Rochester, Jr. 
personified all of these. The last sen-
tence in the AIMS ("Bring together all 
those whose interest in and apprecia-
tion of Azaleas form a bond of 
friendship"). This is exactly what 
John executed daily in his life. 

I, like many others, will remember 
John fondly with the love, respect 
and dignity he brought to the Azalea 
Society of America. ❑ 

ASA NEW MEMBERS/1991 
AT-LARGE MEMBERS 

Mr. Mark Bruick 
12818 Edgerton Road 
New Haven, IN 46774 
PHONE: (219) 749-0891 

Mr. Ray Callaway 
7009 Trammel Drive 
Milton, FL 32570 
PHONE: (904) 623-6289 

Calvert Garden Club 
(c/o Mrs. Joseph Jerome) 
2201 Garrity Road 
St. Leonard, MD 20685 
PHONE: (301) 257-9348 

Mr. Mike Coon 
7851 Eastwood Road 
Mounds View, NM 55112 
PHONE: (612) 786-1976 

Mr. C. Timothy Howard 
P.O. Box 3 
Crisfield, MD 21817 
PHONE: (301) 968-0532 

W. Carter Hutchins 
1710 Bramblewood 
Columbus, MS 39701 

Eleigh Johns 
105622nd Avenue, S.E. 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
PHONE: (612) 331-1939 

Martha & Franklin Kunze 
160 Sheldrake Drive 
Paoli, PA 19301 

W. M. Meriwether 
3002 West Terrace Drive 
Austin, TX 78731 
PHONE: (512) 453-4075 
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. C. 

Miller, Jr. 
P. O. Box 649 
Pawleys Island, SC 29585 
PHONE: (803) 237-2729 
R. W. Norton Art Gallery 
4747 Creswell Avenue 
Shreveport, LA 71106-1899 
PHONE: (318) 865-4201 

Clifton Pottberg 
9799 County Road 41 
Dade City, FL 33525 
PHONE: (904) 588-3603 
Donna Riggins 
RR 2/Box-345 
Bridgeton, NJ 08302 
PHIUNE: (609) 455-2459 

Eddie Sams 
1421 Coventry Road 
High Point, NC 27262 
PRONE: (919) 886-7553 

Burton E. Silver 
131 Belle Avenue 
Highland Park, IL 60035 
PHONE: (708) 432-1973 

Judy & Bob Smith 
10179 Howard Road 
Harrison, OH 45030 
PHONE: (513) 738-2822 

Ruben R. Sotelo 
1741 Hannalei Drive 
Vista, CA 92083 
PHONE: (619) 941-2512 

G. 0. Spencer, MD 
1409 Bnarwood Road 
Columbus, MS 39701 

James 0. Thornton 
884 June Drive 
Conyers, GA 30207 
PHONE: (404) 483-1593 

Steven A. White 
13383 Victoria Avenue 
Etiwanda, CA 91739 
PHONE: (714) 899-2770 

Meredith E. Carr 
1530 S. Uhl Road 
De Soto, TX 7115 

Dallas Arboretum & 
Bot. Soc. 

8617 Garland Road 
Dallas, TX 75218 
PHONE: (214) 327-8263 

Mr. & Mrs. Bryghte D. 
Godbold 

12007 Arbargee Circle 
Dallas, TX 75230 

Russell C. Haas 
407 Vernet 
Richardson, TX 75080 

Mitchel LaRocca, Jr. 
6109 Preston Creek Drive 
Dallas, TX 75240 
PHONE: (214) 934-3466 
Robert B. Parks 
6923 Santa Fe Avenue 
Dallas, TX 75223 
PHONE: (214) 321-7214 
Robert B. Ruth 
9030 Markville Drive/ 
#3512 
Dallas, TX 75243 

LOUISIANA CHAPTER 
A & P Nursery 
P. O. Box 467 
Abita Springs, LA 70420 
PHONE: (504) 796-9557 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
CHAPTER 
Camelot Garden Club 
Naida Thompson, Pres. 
3635 King Arthur Road 
Annandale, VA 22003 
PHONE: (703) 698-9424 
J. William Land, Jr. 
6302 Gormley Place 
Springfield, VA 22152 
PHONE: (703) 451-1866 

RICHMOND VIRIGINIA 
CHAPTER 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Hardy 
1801 Brooktree Court 
Richmond, VA 23233 
Mrs. Ann Booth Young 
140 Hunting Cove 
Williamsburg, VA 23185 
PHONE: (804) 220-1572 

TRI-STATE CHAPTER 
D. Jeanne & G. Kenneth 

Brown 
205 Fernwood Drive 
Evansville, IN 47711 
PHONE: (812) 423-7425 
Dr. Hilary L. Hunt 
6525 St. Andres Drive 
Paducah, KY 52001 
Philip D. Russell 
RR 2 
Columbia, MO 65201 
PHONE: (314) 474-7796 

BROOKSIDE 
GARDENS CHAPTER 
Richard A. Hess 
14109 Stonecutter Drive 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
PHONE: (301) 340-7065 

The Perennial Patch 
Rich & Criss Thompson 
P. 0. Box 3193 
Falls Church, VA 22043 
PHONE: (703) 281-5887 

DALLAS CHAPTER 
Michael J. Bardis 
3815 S. Hills Circle 
Fort Worth, TX 76109 
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	 Society News 

Glenn Dale Preservation Project 
William C. Miller III 

The unpredictable weather con-
spired to limit activities in 1990. How- 
ever, progress continues in the outer 
row of plant material which we know 
is associated with John Creech's ten-
ure at the station. A limited number of 
cuttings were taken of the specimens 
of Rhododendron poukhanense and R. 
kaempferi as well as one particular ev-
ergreen hybrid that caught my fancy. 
Because many of the original labels 
persist in the "Creech Section," we are 
able to determine much of the story 
behind individual plants. The R. 
kaempferi are particularly valuable be-
cause we know that they come from 
different regions in Japan. That knowl-
edge is useful in appreciating the of-
ten subtle differences that present 
themselves when specimens belong-
ing to geographically distant popula-
tions are compared. The increased ten-
dency of some of the R. kaempferi to 
bloom in the fall is a behavior not uni-
formly shared by all of the specimens 
at Glenn Dale. This is an example of 
phenotypic variation within a species. 
It is a major characteristic no less im-
portant than plant habit, flower size, 
and leaf color, and represents a good 
example of a difference that is attrib-
utable to "isolation" and "genetic 
drift." Depending on how well the R. 
kaempferi propagate, a limited number 
of plants will be shared with individu-
als who agree to continue the propa-
gation. We all have a responsibility to 
make sure that such treasures are not 
lost. Ben Morrison reportedly knew 
the species so well that he could see 
their influence reflected in his hybrids. 
I believe that one must know the spe-
cies to understand and fully appre-
ciate the hybrid derivatives. 

The evergreen hybrid that caught 
my fancy is from the Belgian-Glenn 
Dale hybrid work. It is unlike any of 
the Belgian-Glenn Dale hybrids that 
were introduced. It is low-growing, 
large flowered, and blooms in the  

spring. The flower is white with 
broad reddish stripes and sectors and 
would pass for a typically variable 
Satsuki. We know it is hardy because 
it has been there a long time. 

'Seattle White' is still being evalu-
ated to determine its hardiness. Pre-
liminary results would suggest that it 
will certainly prove suitable for the 
mid-Atlantic region. At some point, 
we will report our results and initiate 
a propagation program for introduc-
tion and distribution. 

The Glenn Dale workdays for 1991 
will all be Saturdays, as is our cus-
tom. A spring workday is being 
planned for this year as well as three 
fall sessions. The specific dates are 
April 27th, September 14th, October 
19th, and November 16th. Work will 
commence at 9:00 a.m. and conclude 
at 1:00 p.m. or when we get tired—
whichever comes first. Plan to bring 
gloves, loppers, shears, saws, axes, 
and enthusiasm. 

It should be remembered that the 
National Plant Germplasm Quaran-
tine Center (formerly The Plant Intro-
duction Station at Glenn Dale) is not 
an open federal facility. Azalea Socie-
ty members wishing to visit Glenn 
Dale on other than scheduled work-
days must make advance arrange-
ments at least two weeks prior to the 
desired date by contacting me at (301) 
365-0692. Consistent with the terms of 
the ASA permit, I will request the 
necessary permission from the proper 
authorities to make the visit possible. 

Ben Morrison Chapter 
Bob Benbow, President 

A meeting of the Ben Morrison 
Chapter was held on Sunday, Febru-
ary 24, 1991 at the Fairview Commu-
nity Center (also known as a Library 
and the Calvert County Tourist Infor-
mation Center). President Bob Ben-
bow showed a video of the propaga-
tion methods used by Weldon Delp. 

Plans for the annual flower show at 
London Town Gardens in Edgewa-
ter, MD on May 11 and 12 were dis-
cussed. Matters concerning the up-
coming 1992 convention to be 
sponsored by our chapter were also 
discussed. ❑ 

Brookside Gardens Chapter 
Bill Johnson, President 

The last meeting of the Brookside 
Gardens Chapter was held on De-
cember 3, 1990 at the Potomac Li-
brary. Highlights included a talk on 
the design of a display garden by 
Ralph D'Amato, presentation of the 
Lee award, and the election of offi-
cers. 

Our new officers for 1991 are: 
President - Bill Johnson, Vice Presi-
dent - Mary Rutley, Secretary - Jean 
Cox, and Treasurer - Dottie Mur-
phree. 

Bill Johnson has been active in gar-
den planning and maintenance for a 
number of years, and has taken a 
number of courses at Longwood Gar-
dens. For the last eight years, Bill has 
been the Horticulturist at Hillwood 
Museum in Washington, D.C., and 
has recently added a number of azal-
eas to their gardens. 

The Frederic P. Lee Commenda-
tion is awarded each year for distin-
guished contributions in furthering 
the knowledge of propagation, care 
and general appreciation of azaleas; 
and for outstanding participation in 
activities of the Brookside Gardens 
Chapter. This year it was awarded to 
Ralph D'Amato. Ralph is a landscape 
design architect based in Rockville, 
known nationally for his work in de-
signing cemeteries, and as one of the 
leading designers of pet cemeteries. 
He also designs private gardens lo-
cally, and has been very active in our 
chapter projects. 

Ralph was also the speaker for the 
evening. After presenting the display 
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Mary Rutley, Chapter Vice President, 
presents the 1990 F. P. Lee Commenda-
tion to Ralph 1. D'Amato, Jr. at the 
Brookside Gardens Chapter Annual 
Meeting. 

garden he had designed for our 1990 
flower show at the Landon School 
Azalea Festival, he led a discussion of 
ideas for the 1991 display garden. It 
was decided the theme this year 
would be a naturalized woodland-
edge garden (featuring azaleas, of 
course). Don't miss it — the one last 
year would have looked good even at 
the Philadelphia Flower Show! ❑ 

Dallas Chap ter 
Naud Burnett II, President 

The Dallas Chapter has been asked 
by the Dallas Arboretum to furnish 
volunteers to evaluate the 2,000 plus 
varieties of azaleas in their newly 
completed 6.5-acre garden. 

The evaluation would occur week-
ly over the eight-week plus blooming 
period. This fall the same evaluation 
would be desirable since we had 275 
varieties which bloomed again in fall 
1990. The majority of the fall bloom-
ers were Robin Hill and Harris hy-
brids, as well as Satsuki hybrids. 

This evaluation should be done for 
at least three years since our winters 
never seem to be average. We experi-
enced the coldest weather ever in Dal-
las in December 1990 - 1 T. The azalea 
foliage is brown on many varieties, 
but we do not think the bloom buds 
were affected. 

Anyone attending the New Or-
leans Convention on March 21 is wel-
come to visit the gardens after leaving 
New Orleans; however, our peak 
bloom is probably April 1-7. ❑ 

Richmond, VA Chapter 
Ray Doggett, President 

A meeting of the Richmond Chap-
ter was held February 5. The Chapter 
sponsored a booth at the Second An-
nual Maymont Garden and Flower 
Show at the Richmond Center Febru-
ary 7-10, 1991. Chapter members sold 
azaleas and disseminated general in-
formation about azaleas and their cul-
ture as well as information about the 
aims and programs of the Azalea Soci-
ety of America. The four-day event at-
tracted about 24,000 visitors last year. 

Tri-State Chapter 
James, B. Dippel, President 

The Tri-State Chapter has been 
through a tough year for azaleas. We 
have tried to help the members by 
gleaning some information from each 
of them. The chapter sent question-
naires out asking for any input to help 
find out the plants best suited to the 
area and climate. During the fall meet-
ing there was a forum conducted to 
evaluate the outcome and to draw 
conclusions. We all learned quite a lot 
about fertilizers, wind breaks, plant-
ing methods, and the more tolerant 
types of azaleas. 

This spring the chapter will be 
showing at the annual Garden and 
Patio Show for the third year. This 
event is attended by many of the 
area's curious gardeners and we have 
been able to recruit new members. 

The chapter also plans to travel to 
St. Louis to tour the Missouri Botani- 

Foreign = 20 
Rhode Island = 1 
New Jersey = 27 
Pennsylvania = 21 
Maryland = 158 
West Virginia = 2 
South Carolina = 17 
Florida = 10 
Massachusetts = 7 
Connecticut = 7 
New York = 20 

cal Gardens in late spring. We are all 
hoping for a good spring to bring us 
lots of blooms. ❑ 

Executive Committee Meeting 

The Executive Committee met on 
January 27, 1991 to discuss the opera-
tions of the Society. Preliminary eval-
uation of the revised dues collection 
process indicated that direct mailing 
of dues to the national membership 
committee as opposed to chapters 
has resulted in a more efficient pro-
cess. Analysis of the 1990 finances in-
dicated that the Society had finished 
the year in the black. As in past 
years, costs for producing and mail-
ing THE AZALEAN consumed most 
of the Society's budget. ❑ 

1992 Convention and Annual 
Meeting 

The 1992 Convention and Annual 
Meeting will be sponsored by the 
Ben Morrison Chapter. It will be held 
at Solomons Holiday Inn in South-
ern Maryland, May 14-17. Details 
will appear in subsequent issues. ❑ 

Thanks for Supporting THE 
AZALEAN 

Thanks to Don and Pauline Crox-
ton, owners of Hortica Gardens, Pla-
cerville, California. They had adver-
tised in THE AZALEAN for several 
years but have recently decided to 
close their business over the next few 
months. Instead of placing an ad in 
THE AZALEAN for 1991 they have 
made a donation to THE AZALEAN. 
Thanks to the Croxtons! ❑ 

December Mailing Statistics 
There were 783 copies of the June issue of THE AZALEAN in the bulk mail-
ing. Below is a state-by-state summary of the mailing in Zip Code order: 
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Azalea Survey 

Dear ASA Member: 
From time to time, people ask me 

which azaleas they should buy. The 
people are usually from everywhere 
but here (Bethesda, Maryland), and 
they are really asking which azaleas 
will perform for them in Illinois, Al-
berta, Dodge City, Key West, Bogota, 
Prague, and the like. It is not an easy 
question to answer because I have no 
experience in growing azaleas any-
where but in Bethesda, Maryland -
but I do my best to extrapolate a rea-
sonable response. With that introduc-
tion, it occurs to me that you, my fel-
low azalea enthusiasts, represent a 
mass of untapped expertise that could 
be drawn upon to provide a better ba-
sis for providing such advice. 

I conducted a modest survey in 
1984 that was published in the June 
1985 AZALEAN. The article was enti-
tled "A Survey of Favorite Azaleas" 
and reported the responses of a small 
sample of ASA members selected for 
their expertise and location. They 
were asked to supply responses to a 
series of categories like: "Favorite 
Red," "Favorite Foliage," "Favorite 
Glenn Dale," "Favorite Satsuki," "Fa-
vorite Yellow Native," and "Most Un-
usual Evergreen Azalea." 

We all find ourselves older and 
wiser some five years down the gar-
den path, and I think it is time to 
check the patient's pulse again. En-
closed with this issue of THE AZALE-
AN is a survey sheet. Please take the 
time to complete it and send it back to 
me promptly. Bill Miller 

7613 Quintana Court 
Bethesda, MD 20817 
(301) 365-0692 U 

National Arboretum 
Jack Schaffer 

Cutbacks in government spending 
have left the National Arboretum's  

azalea collection in a sorry state. One 
curator and one gardener now take 
care of 29 acres of azalea gardens, and 
only one part-time gardener will be 
added for the spring and summer sea-
sons. 

Friends of the National Arboretum 
(FONA) is appealing for private 
funds and volunteer labor to bring 
the gardens back to their rightful 
place as a national treasure. A major 
objective is to raise enough money 
($8,112) to hire one intern for six 
months. Interns supported by gener-
ous individuals and plant societies al-
ready are at work in the National 
Herb Garden, Asian Valley and the 
new China Valley, but none are in the 
Morrison Garden, Lee Garden, Azalea 
Loop trail or the Glenn Dale Hillside. 
And what's called "The Valley", 51 
acres across the road from the Morri-
son Garden, is reverting to wilderness 
even though it contains mature speci-
mens of azaleas and other ornamental 
plants, now covered with strangling 
vines. 

Barbara Bullock, the enthusiastic 
new curator of the azalea collections, 
tells us that funds are needed for such 
endeavors as the major limbing-up of 
trees in the Morrison Garden and the 
Azalea Loop, where an excess of low 
shade is harming the collections, and 
the rescue of plants now on eroding 
or poorly drained sites. Contributions 
to these worthy projects, or toward 
the employment of an azalea gardens 
intern, should be made to FONA, 
3510 New York Avenue, N.E., Wash-
ington, D.C., 20002. Contributions are 
tax deductible. 

Beyond this, Barbara needs volun-
teer labor to cut out dead wood in the 
Morrison Garden and to rid the Glenn 
Dale Hillside of throttling vines. Vol-
unteers should call Barbara Bullock at 
the Arboretum (Phone: (202) 475-
3854). U 

Landon Azalea Garden Festival 
The 38th Annual Landon Azalea 

Garden Festival and Antiques Show 
will be held May 3-5 at 6101 Wilson 
Lane, Bethesda, Maryland 20817. 
Hours are daily 10:00AM to 5:00PM. 
The 2-1/2-acre Perkins Garden fea-
tures 15,000 azaleas. The azalea 
show sponsored by the Brookside 
Gardens Chapter of the Azalea Soci-
ety of America will be built around a 
lovely garden, complete with a Japa-
nese maple, weeping hemlocks, 
wildflowers and perennials. This 
garden will be in the reading room 
of the Banfield Academic Center and 
will be available to be enjoyed by the 
public after show judging at noon on 
Friday. A garden lecture, Friday, 
1:00PM will be presented by Jim van 
Sweden, landscape architect and co-
author of the soon-to-be released 
book, "Bold, Romantic Gardens: The 
New World Landscapes of Oehme & 
van Sweden". Plants and shrubs, 
lunch and sweets are offered for 
sale. The Antique Show will have 38 
Exhibitors. Antiques Appraisal Day, 
Saturday, 11:00AM to 4:00PM. Out-
door musical entertainment and 
boutiques. Card Collectors Show, 
Saturday, 11:00AM to 4:00PM. D 

Turn Your Barrels Into Bins 
Joseph M. Keyser 

News Release from the American 
Horticultural Society 

Companies and individuals with 
55-gallon drums, wooden pallets or 
skids, old trash cans, snow fencing 
and scrap lumber are asked to recy- 
cle those items into compost bins by 
donating them to the non-profit 
American Horticultural Society 
(AHS) in Alexandria, Virginia. 

AHS is currently developing a 
compost/environmental education 
center specifically geared toward 
homeowners at its National Head-
quarters at River Farm, located four 

16 • THE AZALEAN/March 1991 



	Azalea Calendar . 	

1991 

March 21-23 	1991 Convention and Annual Meeting held in New Orleans, 
Louisiana sponsored by the Louisiana Chapter. 

April 27 	Glenn Dale Project Work Day, 9:00 AM- 1:00 PM. For more 
information call Bill Miller at (301) 365-0692. 

April 28 	Brookside Gardens Chapter meeting at Hillwood Museum. 

May 3-5 	Landon School Azalea Festival and Azalea Show. Azalea 
Show sponsored by the Brookside Gardens Chapter. 

May 5 	Ben Morrison Chapter garden tour/meeting at the home of 
Thais Spencer. 

May 11 	Azalea Mart at Woodward High School, Rockville, MD 
sponsored by the Brookside Gardens Chapter. 

May 11-12 	Flower Show at Londontowne Gardens sponsored by the 
Ben Morrison Chapter. 

Apri115 	Deadline for receiving material (articles and Chapter news) 
for June issue of THE AZALEAN. 

July 15 
	

Deadline for receiving material (articles and Chapter news) 
for September issue of THE AZALEAN. 

September 14 Glenn Dale Project Work Day, 9:00 AM- 1:00 PM. For more 
information call Bill Miller at (301) 365-0692. 

October 15 
	

Deadline for receiving material (articles and Chapter news) 
for December issue of THE AZALEAN. 

October 19 	Glenn Dale Project Work Day, 9:00 AM- 1:00 PM. For more 
information call Bill Miller at (301) 365-0692. 

November 16 Glenn Dale Project Work Day, 9:00 AM- 1:00 PM. For more 
information call Bill Miller at (301) 365-0692. 

1992 

May 14-17 ASA Convention and Annual Meeting at Solomons Holiday 
Inn in southern Maryland sponsored by the Ben Morrison 
Chapter. 

miles south of Alexandria, adjacent to 
the George Washington Memorial 
Parkway. 

Wooden pallets, trash cans, chicken 
wire and used drums will all be con-
verted to compost bins and piles at a 
backyard compost demonstration 
park, featuring approximately 35 dif-
ferent methods of composting suited 
to a wide variety of spaces, situations 
and levels of interest/ability, in addi-
tion to conservation lawn and garden 
care areas, open to the public begin-
ning February 1991. 

Donated materials will be used in a 
series of free, hands-on classes con-
ducted by AHS staff, Master Garden-
ers, and conservation educators, while 
also serving as exhibits for self-guided 
tours through the facility. Citizens in 
Fairfax, Arlington and Montgomery 
Counties, the District of Columbia and 
the City of Alexandria will be notified 
through newsletters, mailings, and 
other notices of the complete schedule 
of classes and workshops, also begin-
ning February 1991. 

If individuals, homeowner associa-
tions or businesses are interested in 
participating in the education pro-
gram or in donating materials for the 
demonstration park, they should con-
tact program director, Joseph M. Key-
ser, American Horticultural Society, 
7931 East Boulevard Drive, Alexan-
dria, VA 22308; (703) 768-5700. 

Items needed are: aluminum, plas-
tic or galvanized steel trash cans, 55-
gallon drums (non-toxic contents); 
chicken wire and snow fencing; wood-
en pallets and lumber of all dimen-
sions; railroad ties; cinderblocks and 
bricks; manure, sawdust, hay and 
straw; and plastic or clay flower pots. 

The American Horticultural Socie-
ty, founded in 1922, is a non-profit 
501(c)(3) educational organization 
with programs and membership 
throughout North America and 
abroad. Programs, publications and 
services provide information and as-
sistance to professional horticulturists, 
amateur gardeners, scientific organi-
zations, commercial enterprises, and 
educational institutions. ❑ 
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