
Kudzu—A Ground Cover from the 
Southern Azalea Garden 
Jim Thornton 
Conyers, Georgia 

Washington Beltway (I-495/95) via 
Maryland Route 4. Solomons is about 
65 miles from Washington National 
Airport and 55 miles from Baltimore-
Washington International Airport. 

Travel arrangements can be made 
through Heritage Travel, Crofton, 
Maryland, by calling 1-800-462-3325. 
Discount air fares with USAir can be 
arranged with Heritage Travel. Dis-
counts of 40% on regular coach or 
first class fares and 5% discounts on 
the cheaper buy-in-advance fares will 
be available. 

Please find included with this 
AZALEAN a registration form which 
needs to be returned by April 1, 1992 
in order to keep the show on the 
road. Please fill it out and return to 
Mrs. Bee Hobbs, 737 Walnut Avenue, 
North Beach, MD 20714 (PHONE: 
(301) 855-5269) as soon as possible. 

Come, enjoy yourself, relax, visit, 
and learn. ❑ 

Well ... not exactly! In fad, ABSOLUTELY NOT!!! But now that I have your 
attention, I thought you might enjoy part of a little fun piece I've been saving since 
the '70's. It was written by Tifton B. Merritt for The Athens Observer, and reprinted 
from the April 2, 1978 Atlanta Journal and Constitution: 

"...Kudzu, for those of you not already familiar with it, is a hardy perennial 
that can be grown quite well by the beginner who observes these few simple rules. 

Choosing A Plot: Kudzu can be grown almost anywhere, so site selection is 
not the problem it is with some other finicky plants like strawberries. Although 
kudzu will grow quite well on cement, for best results you should select an area 
having at least some dirt. To avoid lawsuits, it is advisable to plant well away 
from your neighbor's house, unless, of course, you don't get along well with your 
neighbor anyway. 

Preparing the Soil: Go out and stomp on the soil for a while just to get its at-
tention and to prepare it for the kudzu. 

Deciding When to Plant. Kudzu should always be planted at night. If kudzu 
is planted during daylight hours, angry neighbors might see you and begin throw-
ing rocks at you. 

Selecting the Proper Fertilizer: The best fertilizer I have discovered for kud-
zu is 40-weight, non-detergent motor oil. Kudzu actually doesn't need anything to 
help it grow, but the motor oil helps to prevent scraping the underside of the ten-
der leaves when the kudzu starts its rapid growth. It also cuts down on friction 
and lessens the danger of fire when the kudzu really starts to move. Change oil 
once every thousand feet or every two weeks, whichever comes first. 

Mulching the Plants: Contrary to what you may be told by the Extension 
Service;  kudzu can profit from a good mulch. I have found that a heavy mulch for 
the young plants produces a hardier crop. For best results, as soon as the young 
shoots begin to appear, cover kudzu with concrete blocks. Although this causes a 
temporary setback, your kudzu will accept this mulch as a challenge and will re-
ward you with redoubled determination in the long run. 

Organic or Chemical Gardening: Kudzu is ideal for either the organic gar-
dener or for those who prefer to use chemicals to ward off garden pests. Kudzu is 
oblivious to both chemicals and pests. Therefore, you can grow organically and let 
the pests get out of the way of the kudzu as best they can, or you can spray any 
commercial poison directly onto your crop. Your decision depends on how much 
you personally enjoy killing bugs. The kudzu will not be affected either way. 

Crop Rotations: Many gardeners are understandably concerned that grow-
ing the same crop year after year will deplete the soil. If you desire to change from 
kudzu to some other plant next year, now is the time to begin preparations. Right 
now, before the growing season has reached its peak, you should list your house 
and lot with a reputable real estate agent and begin making plans to move else-
where. Your chances of selling will be better now than they will be later in the 
summer, when it may be difficult for a prospective buyer to realize that beneath 
those lush, green vines stands an adorable three-bedroom house." 

Since I'm into providing ground cover information, maybe next quarter I'll 
write about another one. Let's see—how about AEGOPODIUM PODAGRARIA? 
Seriously! ❑ 
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