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The landscapes of modern gardens of the Eastern and Northwestern Unit-
ed States, as well as other countries, would be vastly different if the first director 
of the U.S. National Arboretum, B. Y. Morrison, had not undertaken the tremen-
dous task of hybridizing the Glenn Dale azaleas. Begun in 1935, this monumental 
effort eclipsed all previous attempts. Although there were a few introductions 
immediately prior to World War II, most clones were introduced between 1947 
and 1949. During this period Morrison evaluated over 70,000 seedlings. His main 
goal was to produce azaleas whose flowers would rival the Southern Indica va-
rieties but be considerably more tolerant of cold. Another goal was to produce 
varieties that filled the gap that existed between early and late flowering clones. 
The wide range of forms and colors has made them very popular. Mr. John Bond, 
Keeper of the Garden at Windsor Great Park in England, has set aside a large dis-
play area for only the Glenn Dales. 

Mr. Morrison's first problem was to choose the species and varieties of azal-
ea that would contribute one or more of the traits that would help achieve his 
goals. Rhododendron simsii, particularly the variety 'Vittata Fortunei', was used 
extensively. The flowers of 'Vittata Fortunei' are white with flakes or stripes of 
red or purplish red. Most of the varieties of R. simsii mutate or sport freely. Some 
mutations may not resemble the parent plant at all in regard to flower color or 
the amount of floral variegation. Although this plant was extremely important in 
breeding for floral displays, it is unfortunately not very cold hardy. To increase 
cold tolerance, Mr. Morrison used several different species, varieties and cultivat-
ed varieties. The Korean azalea, R. yedoense var. poukhanense is, among the hardi-
est of the "evergreen" azaleas. Unfortunately the species itself retains only a 
small percentage of its summer leaves even in relatively mild climates. R. kaemp-
frri, the most common native azalea in Japan, is slightly less cold hardy in many 
of its forms, but retains more of its foliage. Kaempferi Hybrid clones 'Alice', 
'Louise', and 'Willy' were used, as well as 'Malvatica' whose origin was un-
known. To achieve late flowers Mr. Morrison chose several varieties of Satsuki 
Hybrids, with their low stature and large, late blooming flowers that many times 
sport readily. R. indicum also has late flowers and a low, compact growth habit 
and is usually more cold tolerant than many Satsuki clones. Unfortunately for 
the home gardener, rabbits think it's candy! Some of the more hardy Southern In-
dian Hybrids with their large showy flowers and large evergreen foliage were 
also commonly used as parents. 'Modele', `Miltonic and 'Madame Margottin' 
were most commonly used. Many Kurume Hybrids, 'Amoena', R. phoeniceum 
var. calycinum f maxwelli the Maxwell Azalea and the Dawson Hybrid 'Hazel 
Dawson' also contributed. 

In 1947, B Y. Morrison and Dr. John Creech made more crosses to incorpo-
rate the flower qualities of the Belgian Indian Hybrids into the considerably more 
cold hardy Glenn Dale hybrids. Ninety-six plants were evaluated and eventually 
five were selected and introduced in 1962. All five named plants were from a 
cross of a double pink Belgian Indica forcing azalea x 'Treasure'. They are hardy 
only to USDA Hardiness Zone 7b at best. 

Mr. Morrison moved to Pass Christian, Mississippi, following his retire-
ment from the USDA. His continued interest in late blooming, heat tolerance and 
double flowers continued in his development of the Back Acres Hybrids. Over 
500 crosses were made, with 307 clones selected and evaluated. Some clones  

were first introduced in 1964. In the 
very warm and humid regions of 
eastern North Carolina, these plants 
have continually looked better than 
any of the Satsuki azaleas or the va-
rieties 'Gumpo' and 'Pink Gumpo'. 
Most are hardy only to Zone 7 on the 
USDA Hardiness Zone Map. 

The following varieties of Mr. 
Morrison's azaleas are among the 
plants that I have grown or am grow-
ing in Maryland and North Carolina: 

'Allure'—Early 2"+, light purplish 
pink, among the best doers of all 
azaleas I grow in Maryland. The 
buds are rarely killed by fluctuating 
warm and cold periods even in the 
"frost pocket" that occurs in my Ma-
ryland garden. 

`Ambrosia'-2" yellowish pink, 
early, received the most positive 
comments of visitors at the London 
Town Publik House and Gardens in 
Edgewater, Maryland. 

'Ben Morrison'—Introduced 1972, 
not a Glenn Dale. 

'Dayspring'—The best very early 
bloomer in Maryland. Flower buds 
killed in North Carolina in February 
after a hot spell. 

'Dream'—Another very excellent 
performer. Never winter injured. 

'Festive'—My favorite Glenn Dale. 
It sports freely. Has sustained dam-
age to buds by late freezes. 

'Treasure'—Seen everywhere, an 
excellent white, very tolerant of ad-
verse conditions, flowers wilt badly 
in North Carolina. 

'Zulu'—A great purple. No other 
azalea was affected by the Pinxster 
Gall fungus more than 'Zulu'. 
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