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A survey of azaleas at the Ten Oaks Nursery complex in Clarksville, Ma-
ryland, was begun in 1987 concurrent with historical research about the Nursery 
and the participation of the owners, the Adams, in the Glenn Dale hybrid azaleas 
distribution program. The largest grouping of azaleas is in an azalea arboretum 
which originally contained some 600 or more different cultivars when planted 40 
years ago. Most of these represented complete, or nearly complete, collections of 
the Glenn Dale, Gable, and Chisolm-Merritt hybrid groups. A smaller azalea col-
lection is in a display garden that contains about 100 cultivars, the majority of 
which are duplicates of plants in the arboretum, but which also includes unique 
specimens. Additionally, there are small groupings of azaleas elsewhere on the 
Ten Oaks property. Why these collections are special and the reason for the sur-
vey is that virtually all of the azaleas are the original plants as received from the 
hybridizer, and all were carefully tagged for identification. Consequently, the 
Ten Oaks azaleas can be considered the true and correct plants, and as such, rep-
resent a unique and highly valuable resource for azalea research and propaga-
tion. 

Anyone who becomes serious about azaleas soon confronts the basic prob-
lem of correct identification: What azalea is it? What is needed are complete, cor-
rectly identified azalea collections for ready reference, but none exist. The overall 
goal of the Ten Oaks survey is to use the results to develop such complete collec-
tions. There are other related objectives as well: to find, propagate, and re-
introduce rare or "lost" azaleas; to identify and publicize little known cultivars 
having notable characteristics and deserving of attention; to obtain data on ma-
ture plants; to summarize the experience of large azalea plantings over time; and 
to make available a large, fully documented gene pool for future hybridizing en-
deavors. 

The first tasks at Ten Oaks to achieve the goal and objectives have been to 
find tags, validate plant identification at bloom time, re-tag plants and construct 
planting diagrams. This survey work is about half completed: most of the display 
garden has been done, but only a third or so of the aboretum has been searched, 
and tag-plant validation is in progress. Although work is still in the early stages, 
some interesting cultivars have been found and some things learned about the 
collections already. This article is a preliminary report on the survey progress 
and early findings. 

Background 
The history of the Ten Oaks Nursery and its participation in the Glenn Dale 

azalea distribution program has been documented in an article in THE AZALE-
AN1. To summarize briefly, a condition of the distribution was that recipients 
should provide annual reports to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (U.S.D.A.) 
on the status of each cultivar and the propagation experience. B. Y. Morrison sug-
gested that one specimen of each Glenn Dale be set aside and allowed to grow to  

full maturity. The Adams responded 
to this obligation by creating an azal-
ea arboretum to serve as a test garden 
where natural growth could occur 
and be monitored. They planted not 
only the Glenn Dales, but also azaleas 
of every kind they could get. The ar-
boretum, constructed and planted in 
1950 and 1951 in an isolated area of 
the Adams' Ten Oaks property, has 
never been open to the public, and 
the azaleas have been left undis-
turbed to grow on their own. 

For their azalea business, the Ad-
ams also designed a display garden 
near the main nursery buildings 
where their customers could see and 
inspect larger-sized versions of the 
azaleas offered for sale. Also planted 
in 1950-51, the garden contained se-
lected Glenn Dales and other azaleas 
that showed high qualities and were 
popular with customers. By intent, 
some of the contents changed during 
the years after 1950, and the azaleas 
have been pruned, watered, and giv-
en other attention as have been the 
small groupings of plants elsewhere 
around the nursery buildings. 

In the early 1960's, Ten Oaks 
ceased retail sales and became a 
wholesale nursery and contract land-
scape business. New company build-
ings were constructed at other places 
on the property, and the azalea collec-
tions became part of the Adams' resi-
dential property. Mrs. Roberta Ad-
ams, widow of Andrew Adams, Sr., 
the founder of the Ten Oaks Nursery, 
and Andy Adams, Jr., and his wife 
Ruth, have generously permitted ac-
cess to the azaleas and have been sup-
portive of the survey work. Their as-
sistance, patience, and tolerance of 
the invasion of their privacy over the 
past five years is most gratefully ac-
knowledged. 

Some comments about the motiva-
tions for undertaking the survey need 
to be made because they have dictat-
ed to an extent how the work has 
gone so far. The problem of correct 
azalea identification for me began not 
long after I took Frank White's popu- 
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lar propagation class somewhere 
back in the 1970's2 . With Frank's 
training, I became successful in root-
ing cuttings from all kinds of azaleas 
located in many places, but without 
always knowing what they were. I 
soon discovered identification was 
going to be a real problem as there 
were no reference collections for com-
parison. 

My fortunate experiences with 
Frank date back to the mid-1970's, 
and he has shared with me much 
knowledge about azaleas, but not al-
ways with my full understanding of 
what he was saying. For example, he 
would show me sister cultivars in one 
of the Glenn Dale crosses, and make 
remarks about shades of color as if I 
were familiar with all of the sisters. 
So, inadvertently, Frank began to fill 
my head with questions, and others 
over the years added to them. I re-
member, as another example, the late 
Art Frazer telling me at length how B. 
Y. Morrison was not right about the 
eventual height of the Glenn Dales, 
but he didn't explain if they grew tall-
er or shorter, so there was another set 
of questions. 

Shortly before getting involved 
with Ten Oaks in the mid-1980's, I be-
gan a continuing conversation with 
Bill Miller about a variety of azalea is-
sues, especially with many of the 
Glenn Dales. As anyone knows who 
has followed Bill's writings in THE 
AZALEAN, he has particular interest 
in the history of the Glenn Dales, the 
proper identification of azaleas, the 
appearance of mature plants, and the 
phenomenon of sporting. We have 
debated how much plants might 
change over time and why, the notion 
of genetic drift, and the impact of en-
vironmental conditions among other 
things—scholarly stuff at which Bill 
is very good. When I mentioned to 
him that I was considering doing 
something at Ten Oaks, he was very 
encouraging, and Bill can be very per-
sistent in his encouragement when it 
comes to azaleas. I must also say that 
Bill has been extraordinarily gener-
ous in sharing all of the Glenn Dale 
historical data and information he  

has compiled over the years. It has 
been of great help in the survey work. 

About the same time in the mid-
1980's, I met and got to know Pete 
Vines. Pete very much impressed me 
with his thoughtful and careful obser-
vation and evaluation of azaleas, and 
his strong interest in the Glenn Dales. 
In his catalogs, he used to print a 
Glenn Dale "want list" as he was try-
ing to compile a complete collection, 
and when he found out about the 
possibilities at Ten Oaks, he was just 
as encouraging as Bill Miller. Pete's 
want list was interesting because it in-
cluded the rare or lost Glenn Dales as 
one might expect such as 'Niphetos', 
'Scherzo', and the ever-mentioned 
'Luna', but also certain cultivars read-
ily available in the marketplace about 
which Pete had questions concerning 
their true identity, plants such as 
'Driven Snow', 'Pinto', and 
'Aladdin'—a sort of "unsure" list of 
Glenn Dales. 

So, the survey work at Ten Oaks 
started with my thoughts about a ref-
erence collection, what different azal-
eas really look like, and other ques-
tions formed over the years; Bill 
Miller's questions about mature 
plants and sporting; and Pete Vines' 
list of wanted Glenn Dales. The origi-
nal idea was to be rather orderly in 
the progression of the survey: find  

tags, validate plants, and the like, and 
then to start studies of mature plants 
and perhaps begin limited propaga-
tion. The truth is that the plan for or-
derliness hasn't worked as well as it 
should have because interesting finds 
and other azalea issues have arisen 
causing distractions that have taken 
some time away from the surveying. 

Description of the Display Garden 
The display garden is in a triangu-

lar shape that measures about 125 feet 
in length by 70 feet at the base. As 
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Upper Left: Azalea arboretum at 
Ten Oaks Nursery 

Upper Right: Ten Oaks' 'Roberta' 

Lower Right: Gable's 'Apricot' 

stated, it contains about 100 plants, 
most of which are single representa-
tives of a cultivar, but there are a few 
with multiple examples. Although 
there may have been some arrange-
ment of azaleas by hybrid group orig-
inally, plant loss and replacement 
and the changing of plants for more 
popular varieties after 1951 have re- 

suited in what is essentially a random 
order for present placement. Tags 
have been found for some 75 to 80 
plants (more about the tags later). 

The contents of the garden are 
what one might expect for a display 
of popular and best selling azaleas in 
the 1950's: old stand-bys such as 
'Delaware Valley White' and 'Indica 
Magnifica'; a selection of Kurumes 
such as 'Snow' and 'Sherwood Red'; 
some "old" azaleas such as R. poukha-
nense and Yodogawa; Gable hybrids 
such as 'James Gable' and 'Herbert'; 
a good number of Glenn Dales in-
cluding 'Delight', 'Treasure', and 
'Zingari'; and a few "mystery" plants 
such as 'Gov. Meyner' and "USDA 
#328." 

'Gov. Meyner', a single bright red, 
was a mystery because no reference 
could be found for it in the standard 
sources. After much searching 
through the Ten Oaks Nursery 
records, I found the azalea listed in 
the 1962 wholesale catalog of the Juli-
us Roehrs Company, Rutherford, 
New Jersey, as one of their new har-
dy varieties. Although the Roehrs 
plants were generally greenhouse 
forcing varieties, apparently the Ad-
ams liked 'Gov. Meyner' enough that 
they planted it out-of-doors, and it 
has done fine. "USDA # 328" is still a 
mystery, however, but it is assumed 
to be one of the U.S.D.A. Beltsville hy-
brids, probably in the Yerkes-Pryor 
hybrid group such as 'H. H. Hume' 
which it resembles. Ten Oaks was one 
of the azalea test cooperators for the 
U.S.D.A., and they received new hy-
brids for evaluation identified only by 
numbers. Some of the azaleas tested 
were later named and introduced. 
These hybrids are scattered in the Ten 
Oaks plantings, some identified by 
name and some only by number. 
"USDA #328" remains a mystery be-
cause no record for that number has 
been found, and Andy Adams doesn't  

recall there ever being an azalea with 
that test number. At least for now, 
however, I have rigidly pointed to the 
tag with that number, and have re-
tagged the plant accordingly, some-
what to the dismay and humor of 
Andy. So, what it is remains un-
known, which is unfortunate because 
it is a fine azalea. 

The great majority of the Glenn 
Dale hybrids were distributed be-
tween 1948 and 1951, and they were 
available to Ten Oaks when the dis-
play garden and the arboretum were 
planted. Finding in the display gar-
den 'Jubilee', 'Sambo', 'Zingari' and 
others that were among the last few 
cultivars distributed in 1952 through 
1954 was useful because it helped to 
know where to locate these later in-
troductions. Many of these later 
Glenn Dales were on Pete Vines' 
want list. There was another on his 
list, distributed in 1950, for which he 
had a serious identification question: 
'Furbelow'. The 'Furbelow' in the dis-
play garden, however, did not match 
the official description given in Mon-
ograph 20, and that caused puzzle-
ment and some concern until an ex-
amination of Glenn Dale records 
made available by Bill Miller showed 
that an error had been made in the 
description. This was reported in 
THE AZALEAN, and the process of 
investigating the problem and writ-
ing the report is typical of the kind of 
distraction that discoveries at Ten 
Oaks have caused.3  

A personally gratifying find in the 
display garden was 'Roberta', a R. 
kaempferi seedling selected and intro-
duced in the 1950's by Andrew Ad-
ams, Sr., and named for his wife.' 
What turned out to be another special 
azalea find was the result of seeing a 
particular cultivar in bloom for the 
first time, an experience quite differ-
ent from reading a description or 
even seeing a photograph. The Gable 

September 1992/THE AZALEAN • 67 



hybrid 'Apricot' (80G) has a flower 
that is a lovely pastel peach color and 
very striking to see in bloom; words 
do not do it justice.5  This experience 
of being unexpectedly impressed 
with a bloom seen for the first time 
has happened many times at Ten 
Oaks. 

Description of the Azalea 
Arboretum 

The azalea arboretum is in a "U" 
shape that measures roughly 300 by 
144 feet with the beds being about 50 
feet deep. There are large, old oak 
trees in and round the arboretum, 
and the soil is light mica loam. It orig-
inally contained about 1,000 azaleas 
representing some 600 or more differ-
ent cultivars. Although it was first 
thought that the entire planting was 
random, the survey showed this to be 
only partially true. Andy Adams con-
firmed that the azaleas are planted at 
random in 18 designated hybrid sec-
tions: six for Glenn Dales, represent-
ing the years of distribution; two for 
Gables; one section each for Kurume, 
Chisolm-Merritt, Beltsville, Japanese 
(Satsuki and older Japanese introduc-
tions), Arnold, and "old" azaleas; and 
four miscellaneous beds. Ten Oaks re-
ceived three plants of each hybrid in 
the Glenn Dale distribution, six to 
eight inches in size, and they planted 
them in a triangular pattern in the ar-
boretum. The plants were spaced 
about two and one-half feet apart, 
and the triangles of plants were 
spaced three to four feet apart. All of 
the other azaleas are singles and 
spaced about three feet apart. 

The first questions asked by those 
who hear about the Ten Oaks survey 
are usually about the tags and identi-
fication: what kind of tags has lasted 
from the 1950's, and how is identifica-
tion assured. The tags—flat and thin, 
one by three inches, of a semi-hard 
metal—are stamped, "G Sr C Dream 
Label." They were written upon with 
a pen filled with hydrochloric acid 
which caused a permanent and last-
ing chemical change in the metal. The 
tags were affixed to metal rose stakes 
which always were driven into the  

ground in the exact middle of the 
Glenn Dale triangles, and near the 
crown of the single plants. Conse-
quently, one always knows where to 
look for the tags, and if the tag is not 
seen at first, a little digging in the dirt 
at the right places has often turned up 
many which are still quite readable. 

The Adams packed as much infor-
mation as possible on the tags. For the 
typical Glenn Dale tag, the informa-
tion included the hybrid group of 
Glenn Dale, the name, the Plant Intro-
duction number, the flower color, the 
bloom time, and the date of distribu-
tion. Even with only parts of this in-
formation still readable, there is al-
most always enough in combination 
with section location and plant ap-
pearance to assure identification of 
the azalea. Thus far, about 200 tags 
have been found, about one-third of 
the estimated original total. Unfortu-
nately, in a number of cases the stake 
has been found, but without the label. 

The overall appearance and condi-
tion of the arboretum is surprisingly 
good considering the forty years of 
undisturbed growth. There are rela-
tively few weeds and vines, and the 
ground is covered with a natural 
mulch of oak leaves. In some places 
larger azaleas have overgrown small-
er plants, and along the edges, on the 
inside of the "U," there is a real com-
petition for space and sunlight. In 
many places along the edges, the leaf 
and flower parts are some five feet or 
more away from where the azalea is 
actually planted and the label is locat-
ed, which has made it a challenge to 
correctly follow the long stems and 
branches for tagging. Such long stems 
have resulted in a few cases of migrat-
ing plants where a branch has layered 
and the original plant has died so that 
the living specimen is some distance 
away from the tag. 

Findings in the arboretum have 
been many and mixed, but almost al-
ways interesting. To mention only a 
few, it was a pleasant and unexpected 
surprise to discover how many hy-
brid groups are represented at Ten 
Oaks, and to realize that a number 
were complete collections. Inasmuch  

as the first priority has been for the 
Glenn Dales, little work has been 
done on the Gables and Chisolm-
Merritts, for example, despite the op-
portunity and temptation. Even still, 
one can't help but notice some things, 
especially when two flowering plants 
in different locations look very much 
alike. I now know exactly what Gale 
means when he states in his book on 
azaleas that 'Ryukyu' is similar to 
'Mucronatum'; it can be seen at Ten 
Oaks, and, by the way, they are much 
the same as 'Japonica Alba'.6  

Concerning the Glenn Dales, the 
most exciting experience has been to 
have so many of the hybrids together 
and to be able to finally make com-
parisons. A long-time personal prob-
lem has been telling the difference be-
tween 'Geisha' and 'Festive'. 'Festive' 
has been found in the arboretum, and 
a plant tagged 'Geisha' has been lo-
cated in the display garden. 'Geisha' 
was distributed before World War II 
and Ten Oaks did not get an original 
distribution plant, but they did get 
plants after the war. The various 
ways to supposedly distinguish the 
two cultivars did not work for me at 
Ten Oaks: blotch presence, leaf form, 
and stripe color. I had hoped to be 
able to make the definitive statement 
on telling the difference, but I can't. 
The only difference I can see at Ten 
Oaks has to do with size: 'Festive' 
seems more upright and taller than 
'Geisha', but this doesn't really help 
anyone with small plants. Looking at 
plants tagged 'Geisha' and 'Festive' 
at my house and elsewhere, I am in-
clined to agree with Jane Newman 
who wrote recently that the plants in 
commerce under the name of 'Geisha' 
are actually 'Festive' because they all 
remind me of the Ten Oaks 'Festive' 

One of Pete Vines' "want" Glenn 
Dale cultivars was 'Scherzo', and it 
was found by tag in the arboretum in 
1990. When it bloomed, it showed the 
described sport flower almost entire-
ly, and almost nothing of the "white 
with Hortense Violet stripes" that is 
the official description. This fact was 
photographed and reported with a 
text speculating on why this might be 

68 • THE AZA LEAN/September 1992 



the case.8  Cuttings rooted from the 
sport parts of the plant bloomed this 
year (1992) with the same sport flow-
ers, but branches on the Ten Oaks 
plants that were all white in 1991 did 
show some striped flowers. It will be 
interesting to see if cuttings taken 
from the white branches last year 
show the stripe in 1993. As Bill Miller 
has suggested, such blooming will 
give insight to the mechanism that 
controls sporting, but I suspect that 
the opportunity to see sports on a lot 
of mature plants will raise more ques-
tions before providing answers. 

One other comment about Glenn 
Dale findings is about the opportuni-
ty which now exists to see and com-
pare most of the cultivars that have 
flowers with colored borders or white 
edges. This group of Glenn Dales, be-
lieved to number as many as 28, has 
been of increasing interest in the last 
year or so, and this spring Bill Miller 
and I had the first chance to photo-
graph and study many of the flowers 
together. Most of these cultivars are 
not well known even though they are 
quite nice; examples are 'Welcome', 
'Susannah', and 'Oriflamme'. 

Discussion 
The large, identified collection of 

azaleas at Ten Oaks is a tremendously 
valuable resource. The survey is tak-
ing longer than expected, in part be-
cause there are so many interesting 
things to discover, but the work is 
progressing. The opportunity for re-
search and study is extensive. 

Activities have begun already to 
start building complete Glenn Dale 
hybrid collections. Barbara Bullock, 
Curator of Azaleas at the U.S. Nation-
al Arboretum, has directed a survey 
and evaluation of their cultivars, and 
she has produced a listing of needed 
plants. Last year, Steve Glenn, a Cura-
torial Intern at Brookside Gardens, 
undertook a complete survey and 
mapping of the McCrillis Gardens 
azaleas in Bethesda, Maryland. It is 
hoped that the combination of hold-
ings at Ten Oaks, the National Arbo-
retum, and McCrillis and Brookside 

Gardens will enable all cultivars to be 
found. 

The National Arboretum is com-
mitted to developing complete collec-
tions, and the idea has been raised 
also with Phil Normandy, Curator at 
Brookside, for possible placement at 
McCrillis, Brookside, or split between 
the two sites. This spring, the first de-
livery of one-year old Glenn Dales 
from Ten Oaks was made to the Ar-
boretum. There were 20 plants for 11 
cultivars. In July of 1992, cuttings 
were taken from 40 more cultivars at 
Ten Oaks for delivery next spring, 
but collections at public sites are only 
part of the goal. 

In his January 1980 catalog for 
Azalea Acres Farm, Frank White 
made a special offering of complete 
collections of the new Linwood Har-
dy azaleas of Albert Reid and the 
Robin Hill azaleas of Robert Gartrell. 
He did it because he believed the way 
to assure that complete collections 
would be available in the future was 
to place complete collections in the 
private sector. Of course, this is exact-
ly what has happened with Ten Oaks, 
and there is clear merit in the notion; 
in comparison, there have been some 
problems in the past with the collec-
tions at the National Arboretum.9  

The original idea for providing 
azaleas to individuals was for Pete 
Vines to propagate and make availa-
ble Ten Oaks plants, but his move to 
Florida last year changed that plan. 
Bill Miller and I have discussed the 
problem and possible solutions, in-
cluding his most recent thought of a 
limited distribution of cuttings only. I 
have fantasized that one way to do 
the distribution would be to let inter-
ested parties contract with the sons of 
Andy Adams who now operate Ten 
Oaks Nursery for a large, fully identi-
fied azalea planting, rather than for 
the more common tree and boxwood-
type of landscaping (of course, I have 
no idea what the Adams would say 
to this!). Solutions will depend on de-
mand and interest, which is presently 
unknown. For now, the work will 
continue to focus on the public collec-
tions. 
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