
Report of the Nominating Committee 

The positions which are open for the 1993 election are President, Vice-
President and three At-Large Directors, each to serve for a two-year term starting 
with the 1993 Annual Convention. The nominees were selected by the nominating 
committee based on their knowledge, enthusiasm, experience, geographical loca-
tion, and their willingness to use their capabilities to serve the Azalea Society. 

For President 

L Malcolm Clark, Southern Pines, North Carolina 
Active in the Azalea Society since its beginning, Mal is a past chapter Presi-

dent and national President, and the organizer of several national conventions, as 
well as our current national President. He is well-known as a scholarly and 
thoughtfulspeaker on all aspects of azaleas, and his commitment to meeting Azal-
ea Society goals is well established. He retired from a career as teacher and admin-
istrator in the Caldwell, New Jersey, public school system in 1986 and moved to 
his home town, where he works as the third-generation proprietor of Chandler 
Gardens Nursery, propagating over 3,000 different azalea cultivars and working 
on his own hybridizing program. 

For Vice-President 

Stephen S. Brainerd, Rowlett, Texas 
Steve graduated from Oklahoma State University with a B.A. in Chemistry. 

He is a 20-year veteran of U.S. Naval Fighter Aviation, with a career including 200 
combat missions in Vietnam, graduating from Top Gun, commanding an F-14 
Fighter Squadron, and promotion to Captain. He began work on a degree in 
Landscape Architecture at the University of Texas, Arlington, and has been work-
ing with an extensive azalea collection in Dallas as a landscaping contractor. An 
avid azalea gardener, Steve has been serving the Azalea Society for three terms as 
President of the Dallas Chapter, which will be hosting the 1993 Convention. 

For At-Large Director 

Jeff Beasley, Lavonia, Georgia 
Jeff, his wife, Lisa, and his mother, Mary Beasley, work together in running 

Transplant Nursery. His background includes an A.A. degree in Horticulture 
from North Georgia Technical College, and 12 years as a nurseryman. He has been 
a member of the Azalea Society since 1980, he is a member of the Azalea Chapter 
of the American Rhododendron Society, and helps Mary as Director of District 10 
of the ARS. Jeff is very active in the Georgia Green Industry Association, which is 
embarking on an ambitious long-term program to evaluate new plants and get 
them into the wholesale nursery trade. 

Jack Beith, Carriere, Mississippi 
As the son of Janet Rhea and the nephew of Al Reid, Jack worked in Al 

Reid's nursery, and quite literally grew up with azaleas. After serving 22 years in 
the US Coast Guard, he retired in 1980 as a Chief Warrant Officer. Jack is within a 
few credit hours of earning his A.A. in Horticulture from the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College, and has been proprietor of the Linwood Acres Nur-
sery since 1986. He is a long time member of the Louisiana Chapter of the ASA, 
and is currently serving as their Secretary. Jack is also a member of the Mississip-
pi Nurseryman's Association and President of their Pearl River County Chapter. 

Bill Mdntosh, Churchville, Maryland 
After serving three years in the U.S. Army, Bill earned a B.S. from Virginia  

Tech and an M.S. and Ph.D. from the 
University of Michigan, all in Biology. 
He worked as an Associate Professor 
of Zoology at Ohio State University, 
and retired in 1986 after 24 years as a 
statistician for the U.S. Department of 
Defense. With an interest in horticul-
ture and gardening most of his life, he 
has been a very active member of the 
Brookside Gardens Chapter of the 
Azalea Society since soon after he re-
tired and is serving the national socie-
ty as the Chairman of the Finance 
Committee. Bill has held a variety of 
positions in other organizations, in-
cluding President of the Harford 
County Chapter of the Maryland Or-
nithological Society, President of his 
community association, and Chair-
man of his community Neighborhood 
Watch Program. 

Fred Minch, Puyallup, Washington 
After serving in World War II and 

the Korean War, Fred has had a var-
ied career, including working with 
inks and dyes for Crown-Zellerbach, 
and the owner of a bar and restaurant 
for 20 years. He and his wife, Jean 
have been interested in azaleas for al-
most 30 years, and they run the Sei, 
View Azalea Nursery, working exclu-
sively as hybridizers. Fred is also ac-
tive in the American Rhododendron 
Society, and is heading their Azalea 
Study Group. He would carry on the 
work of Eleanor Stubbs in represent-
ing our West Coast members, since 
Eleanor has now served the limit of 
three consecutive terms as a Director. 

Rosalie Nachman, Richmond, Virginia 
Best known for her superb garden, 

Rosalie is a charter member of the 
Richmond Chapter where she has 
served in a variety of capacities. She is 
a current Director of the Azalea Socie-
ty. She is also a Director of the Lewis 
Ginter Botanical Garden in Rich-
mond, and she has served as the Dis-
trict Representative on the Azalea 
Committee of the American Rhodo-
dendron Society. Rosalie has studied 
and teaches Ikebana, and continually 
demonstrates her strong commitment 
to azaleas and other plants, both fc 
themselves and as art forms. ❑ 
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