
Azalea Society of America 
The Azalea Society of America, organized De-
cember 9, 1977 and incorporated in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, is an educational and scien-
tific non-profit association devoted to the 
culture, propagation and appreciation of the 
series Azalea (subgenus Anthodendron) of the 
genus Rhododendron in the Heath family (Eric-
aceae). 
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Dr. Cyril A. Schulman, President 

Dallas Chapter (chartered May 1989) 
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Regular membership is open to all interested 
parties for an annual contribution of $20.00. 
Life membership is $300.00. Members receive 
THE AZALEAN and are eligible for participa-
tion in all activities of the Society including 
those of the chapter with which the member 
affiliates. For information and membership 
application, write to the Secretary, Azalea So-
ciety of America, P. 0. Box 34536, West Be-
thesda, MD 20827-0536. 

Letter to the Editor 

Here is a review of "Azalea Happenings" on the west coast re-
cently. I've been fairly busy promoting azaleas around this part of the 
country. 

I presented a slide program with cultural information to the 
Portland Bonsai Society two years ago and was asked to do it again 
this spring. For the slides, I was able to borrow a book that Bob Tick-
nor brought back from the 10th International Azalea Bonsai Confer-
ence in Osaka, Japan in 1989 with pictures of the winning entries. 
They have azaleas like you wouldn't believe! It really stirred up a lot 
of interest. Suggest it might be worth someone's time to do the same 
kind of thing in your area. For the Bonsai Society we also provided 
many azaleas for their auction at their August convention. 

I've also given programs about azaleas to the Portland and 
Olympia Chapters of the ARS. Last fall, in Olympia at our ARS West-
ern Regional Conference, I gave two workshops on the Robin Hill 
azaleas with special family pictures provided by Don Voss. They were 
quite hits because I also had the plants along to illustrate. Most of the 
audience had no knowledge of the Robin Hills, so it was fun to relate 
information. 

I did not do the presenting, but at this fall's Western Regional 
ARS Conference at Newport, Oregon, Betty Spady (program chair-
man) had two programs on azaleas—one was a workshop-type pro-
gram given by Sharon Leopold of Westside Ornamentals in Salem 
and Linda Rumgay of Wil-Chris Acres on "Growing the Best Ever-
green Azaleas." A featured evening speaker was Dr. Len Miller of 
Grove, Oklahoma, who told how he built a Japanese garden filled 
with spectacular azaleas and rhododendrons around his office and 
home. Also, at the same conference, Harold Greer conducted a "clin-
ic" on "Deciduous Azaleas, Their Use in Your Garden." 

Following the conference, Art and I drove south to Fort Bragg, 
CA, where I gave another program on azaleas for the Noyo Chapter 
ARS. I showed slides illustrating the results of our disastrous winters 
and how the plants have bounced back. I then took them through a 
blooming year of azaleas at our home. (One thousand miles for a half-
hour program!) It was the second time I had given a program there; 
the other one was on the Robin Hills, but I couldn't go because of the 
weather and the flu. However, the script was read by Eleanor Philp of 
the Trillium Lane Nursery. 

Although we don't have a chapter out west anymore, azaleas are 
"getting around." We are finding much more interest in the plants 
and different varieties. Piero Sambucci from Velletri, Italy, came into 
our nursery one day last August and joined not only the Portland 
Chapter of the ARS, but also the Azalea Society. He now has over 
6,000 cuttings of 284 varieties of azaleas which we shipped to him at 
his nursery just south of Rome! 

Eleanor Stubbs 
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