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Ben Morrison Chapter 
Sue Switzer, President 

Our last meeting was held at the 
Dunkirk Library and Information 
Center on April 18, 1993. Bobbie Jones 
suggested that we donate $200.00 to 
the Library for gardens books, Bob 
Hobbs gave a report on the 1993 Dal-
las Annual Meeting and Convention, 
and George Switzer gave a presenta-
tion on his and Sue's recent trip to 
New Zealand and Australia. 

The next meeting will be July 11 at 
2:00PM at the home of George and Sue 
Switzer for our annual pot-luck/ 
cutting picnic. ❑ 

Brookside Gardens Chapter 
Bill Johnson, President 

The highlight of the April 5th meet-
ing was a trip to Scotland via Jean Cox 
and a slide projector. We arrived dur-
ing the height of the Rhododendron 
bloom! Jean led us through several 
spectacular gardens in her informal 
program that left us wanting more. 

The Chapter's first fund raiser for 
1993 was a plant sale co-sponsored by 
Friends of the National Arboretum. 
The sale was held April 24 at the Na-
tional Arboretum. Even though few 
Azaleas were in bloom the event was 
a big success with new membership 
and a contribution of $150.00 of the 
proceeds to FONA directed to the 
Azalea collection. 

The Chapter held its 14th annual 
azalea show on April 30-May 2. Chair-
person Denise Stelloh skillfully coor-
dinated another flawless show. De-
nise grew particularly nervous as the 
date of the show drew near—the 
weather simply refused to cooperate! 
We had cold days and many dreary 
rainy days affecting those azaleas that 
were sensitive to sunlight or tempera-
ture. The end result was that most of 
the usual entrants, particularly those 
living in Maryland, almost halved the 
number of entries they could make. 
We still had a wonderful show with 
fifteen exhibitors and 154 specimens  

in the open competition. Judges this 
year were Tony Dove, Jerry Good-
man, Phil Normandy, Bob Stewart, 
Nancy Swell, and Don Voss. The entry 
judged to be the Best Azalea in the 
show was Festive', grown by Bill 
Miller. The Sweepstakes Award, 
which recognizes the exhibitor receiv-
ing the most points from awards, was 
presented to Jane Newman. 

The show included a demonstra-
tion garden and invitational flower ar-
rangements with the theme, "In a 
Piney Glen." The 25-foot, octagonal 
garden was designed by member and 
landscape architect Ralph D'Amato 
and other chapter members. The dis-
play garden was constructed in a few 
hours from plants and other materials 
loaned for the occasion by members, 
local nurseries and landscapers. The 
garden featured azaleas, dwarf coni-
fers, Japanese maples, and companion 
plants. We were very fortunate to 
have Mal Clark deliver blooming 
plants from the South. The benches 
around the garden were filled by visi-
tors enjoying its beauty and many 
were writing down the names of 
plants from the well-labeled display. 
The invitational artistic designs were 
provided by Liyun Liu and Frank 
Sharpnack. Hillwood Museum pro-
vided an additional arrangement 
showcasing the azaleas grown on its 
grounds. 

This was the eighth year that the 
azalea show has been at the Landon 
School, in conjunction with the Land-
on Azalea Festival. Held annually the 
first weekend in May, the festival 
draws thousands of visitors to the 
school's Bethesda, Maryland campus 
and adjoining Perkins Azalea Gar-
dens. It was an exceptional show, and 
gave our many visitors a wealth of in-
formation about the wide variety of 
azaleas available in the local area, 
along with examples of using azaleas 
in the home and in the landscape. 

On May 8 the annual Azalea Mart 
was held in the parking lot of the Pil-
grim Lutheran Church in Bethesda 

Maryland. Even at a new location the 
sale was more profitable than the year 
before. The best news was that seven 
new members joined at this location! 
Many members donated plants for the 
chapter table for both events. ❑ 

Oconee Chapter 
Jim Thornton, President 

The Oconee Chapter of the ASA 
held its first quarterly meeting at 
2:00PM January 31 at the First Baptist 
Church in Conyers, GA. 

The Wingards, members attending 
from Lexington, SC, were recognized 
and welcomed. 

Vice-president and Program Chair-
man Tom Anderson introduced our 
speaker, Andrea Chesness. Ms. Ches-
ness is Deputy Director of Public 
Works for the city of Conyers. Upon 
learning the city was constructing a 
Pavilion Park and Botanical Gardens, 
it seemed feasible that our chapter 
might volunteer to help with the labor 
and design of some of the landscap-
ing. Ms. Chesness displayed architec-
tural drawings for the park and gar-
dens now under construction. In 1989, 
plans were made to revitalize Olde 
Town Conyers and to preserve the old 
granite water tower which was on 
Main Street in downtown Conyers. 
This also meant preserving the old cis-
tern. Through the Lewis Vaughn 
Foundation $300,000 was made avail-
able for the project. The park is 3/4-
acre and 1/4-acre for gardens. The 
garden will be open during daylight 
hours and locked at night. 

Members decided to hold a flower 
show on May 1, and Monty Laster, Sa-
rah Jones, Tom Anderson, and Jim 
Thornton agreed to serve as our com-
mittee. "Late Bloomers" may possibly 
be featured at our show. Gold Kist 
will provide space inside if the weath-
er is bad. 

In the Chapter's newsletters we 
mentioned that we would have a clas-
sified ad newsletter that would go out 
to our local membership. We need 
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classified ads from those who are rais-
ing azaleas, have azaleas for sale, 
have azaleas to swap, those looking 
for information on azaleas, whatever 
your needs are. We plan to publish a 
little letter to send out to our members 
and it will also be sent to presidents of 
the other chapters. This will be noth-
ing fancy, but just items of interest to 
others. Presently, our mailings are 
105. 

Ralph Bullard brought in some 
handouts on types of azaleas, and on 
propagation of various plants using 
Hormodin R. 

Dr. Joe Coleman gave a magnifi-
cent slide presentation on the Kurume 
Azalea, featuring the Wilson Fifty. Dr. 
Coleman's talk on the Kurume was re-
corded on an audio cassette, and is 
now available in our library. It will be 
transcribed at a later date. 

Following Dr. Coleman's presenta-
tion, an auction of several plants Mr. 
Fuqua, Mr. Demaline, and Mr. Thorn-
ton provided brought $27.00 into our 
treasury. 

Our next meeting will be held 
April 18 at 2:00PM at the First Baptist 
Church of Conyers, GA, with Hugh 
Caldwell on the Glenn Dale Azaleas; 
Ralph Bullard on the Iris and a Special 
Auction. ❑ 

Report of the Public Information 
Committee for 1993 
William C. Miller III, Chairman 

For the period beginning, May 1, 
1992 and ending April 30, 1993, I sub-
mit the following report. One hun-
dred and thirty-five requests for infor-
mation were received from 30 states 
and the District of Columbia, one Ca-
nadian province (Ontario), two South 
American countries (Chile and Argen-
tina), one Asian country (Korea), and 
Australia. This figure is comparable to 
the 134 cards and letters that were re-
ported in the previous period. 

The most inquiries came from the 
state of Virginia (11) with North Caro-
lina (10) following close behind. June 
and October were the busiest months 
with 18 letters received and Septem- 

ber had the fewest with four letters re-
ceived. The monthly average was ten 
letters per month. 

A significant volume of mail con-
tinues to be received at the ASA's old 
address in Silver Spring. This suggests 
that the old address has not complete-
ly disappeared from popular litera-
ture. The old box will be maintained 
as long as the volume of mail received 
warrants its continuation. 

Recognizing that-we are all "am-
bassadors" for the ASA, I would like 
to thank the nurseries that have gone 
the extra mile and mentioned the ASA 
in their catalogs. The simple fact is 
that the ASA needs to grow, and a 
high percentage of people who write 
for information about azaleas end up 
joining. This just goes to show that 
anything that we can do to help the 
ASA grow is in our own best interest 
because it improves the value of our 
membership and ultimately translates 
into a bigger and better AZALEAN. 

In Memory 

Ryon A. Page 

With regret, we report the death of 
Ryon Page, founding member of the 
ASA, former president of the Society 
and former chairman of the Board of 
Directors. Because of the profound im-
pact that Ryon had on the Society, the 
following excerpts from the Washing-
ton Post, April 17, 1993 are printed be-
low: 

"Ryon A. Page, 79, a retired Na-
tional Security Agency cryptogra-
pher, died of brain cancer April 16 
at his home in Silver Spring. 

Mr. Page was born in Campobel-
lo, S.C. He attended Spartanburg 
Methodist College and graduated 
from Wofford College. 

Before moving to the Washing-
ton area in 1941, he was a teacher 
and principal in the public schools 
of Chula, Ga. 

During World War II, he served 
in the Army in North Africa and 
was awarded a Purple Heart. 

He retired from NSA in 1974 af-
ter a 33-year federal career that in-
cluded service with NSA predeces-
sor agencies and the Army. 

Mr. Page was an enthusiastic 
gardener and a former president 
and chairman of the board of the 
Azalea Society of America and its 
Brookside Gardens chapter. He 
was a volunteer guide at Brookside 
Gardens in Wheaton and he re-
ceived the Frederick P. Lee Award 
for service to the Azalea Society. He 
was also a former president of the 
Silver Spring Garden Club. 

He wrote garden and travel arti-
cles for magazines and was author 
of two books, "Our Way of Life", 
which was about growing up on a 
farm in South Carolina, and "De-
scendants of H. A. Page and Sally 
Leora Turner", which was about 
his parents, brothers and sisters. 

He was a member of the First 
Baptist Church of Silver Spring." 

Dr. William F. Sullivan 

Society member Dr. William F. Sul-
livan of Roseland, New Jersey, died 
on November 11, 1992. Dr. Sullivan 
was a past president of the American 
Rhododendron Society. ❑ 

Annual Meeting 

The 1993 Annual Meeting of the 
ASA was held in Dallas, TX, on April 
3, 1993. A complete report on the con-
vention will be given in the September 
1993 issue of THE AZALEAN. 

The results of the election of offi-
cers and directors were announced. 
Elected for two-year terms were: 

Malcolm Clark, President 
Stephen S. Brainerd, Vice President 

Elected for two-year terms as Direc- 
tors were: 

Jeff Beasley 
Fred Minch 
Rosalie Nachman 

Three prizes were awarded: 
Fred Galle: Distinguished Achieve-

ment 
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