
The Availability of Evergreen Azaleas 
in Western Europe 

Tijs Huism an 
The Netherlands 

For many years I have been growing evergreen azaleas in my garden. Each 
year I have bought some new cultivars in Holland and especially in Germany. 
They just fit into my garden of about two acres, full of conifers, and Ericaceae 
like heathers, Rhododendrons, Pernettya, Cassiope, Vaccinium and Gaultheria. I have 
always liked the evergreen azaleas (in Holland we call them all Japanese Azale-
as) but I never was really excited about them. Most of them are red, pink, pur-
plish or white; some hose-in-hose. Now I have about 40 different forms, which 
are growing very well in the sandy soil, mixed with peat, leaf mold and shred-
ded pine needles. So far, so good. 

Last year I attended the National Convention of the ARS on Long Island. 
Before the convention I stayed several days in the Boston area, and I bought Fred 
Galle's book. On Long Island I visited some beautiful gardens and Roslyn Nur-
sery; this opened my eyes for the real greatness and beauty of evergreen azaleas: 
forms and flowers (large), which I never had seen before. I looked in the Galle 
book and admired the 'scrumptastic' and 'supernificent' flowers (as Harold 
Greer would say it). 

I asked myself, and you now: why are those beautiful flowers not in Hol-
land or Germany? Must we miss these fine plants now and in the future? Has no-
body tried to import them from the USA—and why not? Is our climate so differ-
ent from the places where they grow in the USA? 

Before I will try to find some answers myself, I will indicate which "Euro-
pean" azaleas are available here. I will first start with the azaleas which I have in 
my garden: 

'Allotria' 
	

'Gabriele' 
	

'Mut tiflora' 
'Arabesk' 
	

'Georg Arends' 
	

'Nordlicht' 
'Amoenum' 
	

'Gorbella' 
	

'Rosa' 
'Adonis' 
	

'Hino Crimson' 
	

'Rosalind' 
'Blaauws Pink' 
	

'Kermesina' 
	

'Rubinetta' 
'Corbella' 
	

'Kermesina Rose' 
	

'Santa Maria' 
'Diamant Rosa' 
	

'Maike' 
	

'Thiery' 
'Diamant Purpur' 
	

'Mme. Albert Van Hecke' 
	

'Vuyk's Scarlet' 
'Else' 

As far as I know, nearly all of these azaleas are of European origin. At first I 
thought that 'Herbert' for instance was of European origin as well, but now I 
know it is a Gable hybrid. 

I studied a lot of catalogues here and I can mention the following cultivars, 
which are available here in Western-Europe, and which are popular and "good-
doers" here (in addition to what I have): 

'Anne Frank' 	'Labe' 	 'Rosebud' 
'Blanice' 	 'Lilienstein' 	 'Royal Pink' 
'Blue Danube' 	'Lister' 	 'Rubinstern' 
'Brunella' 	 `Luzi' 	 'Sazava' 
'Canzonetta' 	 'Maruschka' 	 'Schneeglanz' 
Diamant series 	'Mysik' 	 'Schneewittchen' 
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In addition also 
'Florida' 
'Gilbert Muffler' 

In addition, from some 
'Abbott' 
'Addy Wery' 
'Apotheose' 
'Betty' 
'Buccaneer 
'Chelsoni' 
'Christina' 
'Christmas Cheer 
'Coral Bells' 
'Dorothy Hayden' 
'Early Beni' 
'Esmeralda' 
'Fetes des Meres' 
'General Larsen' 
'General Wavell' 
'Greenway' 
'Gumpo' 

French nurseries: 
'Huka' 
'Benigasa' 
'Indica Roseaflora' 
'Johanna' 
'J.S. Bach' 
'Kirin' 
'Koran Yuki' 
'Lady Louise' 
'Leo' 
'Macrantha Rosea' 
'Macrostemon' 
'Mikado' 
'Mme Pericat' 
'Mulchor 
'Orange Favorite' 
'Philinte' 
'Queen Wilhelmina' 

'Toreador 

'Red Pimpernel' 
'Red Wing' 
'Rex' 
'Robin Hill Frosty' 
'Rosa Belton; 
'Rosa King' 
'Roseaflora' 
'Sakata Red' 
'Satrap' 
'Scout' 
'Shiko' 
'Snow' 
'Susanna Hill' 
'Tamanini' 
'Ward's Ruby' 
'White Lady' 
'White Moon' 

available in Holland are: 
'Rosebud' 

'Estrella' 
	

'Oslava' 
	

'Signalgluhen' 
'Fridoline' 
	

'Otava' 
	

'Tornella' 
'Granada' 
	

`Rokoko' 
	

'Vitava' 

These cultivars are from the catalogue of Hans Hachmann/Germany; most 
of them are hybrids from him or from B. Kavka—Arends—Jelinek. They are har-
dy to very hardy. 

In addition, these are available from other German nurseries (Wieting- 
Bohlje--Hesse 	Vorwek): 

'Agger' 	 'Hatsugiri Rosa' 	'Omurasaki' 
'Aladdin' 	 'Hinocrimson' 	'Orange Beauty' 
'Alice' 	 'Hinodegiri' 	 'Orion' 
'Beethoven' 	 'Hinomayo' 	 'Patricia Barmold' 
'Daphne' 	 'John Cairns 	 'Schubert' 
'Ennepe' 	 'Kathleen' 	 'Silvester' 
'Favorite' 	 'Kermesina Alba' 	'Sophie Scholl' 
'Fedora' 	 'Lysande' 	 'Sophie Scholl' 
'Frau Dekens' 	'Maxwell' 	 'Vuyk's Rosyred' 
'Hatsugiri' 	 'Muttertag' 

According to the book of Dr. ir. Jozef Heursel "Japanese Azaleas" are avail-
able (I mention some of them, otherwise the list would be too long): 

'Ageeth' 
	

'Eder' 
	

'Mini' 
'Agger' 
	

'Excelsior' 
	

'Morgenzon' 
'Anny' 
	

'Fiener' 
	

`Noordtania' 
'Arcadia' 
	

'Fumiko' 
	

'Oberon' 
'Bever' 
	

'Goblin' 
	

'Perfection' 
'Bigge' 
	

`Hong Kong' 
	

'Polar Bear' 
'Brazier' 
	

'Imperator' 
	

'Purple Splendor' 
'Brilliant Blue' 
	

'James Gable' 
	

'Sibelius' 
'Campfire' 
	

'Lavenda' 
	

'Surprise' 
'Casablanca tetra' 
	

'Lily Marleen' 
	

'Sylvia' 
'Chippewa' 
	

'Lorna' 
	

'Violetta' 
'Diemel' 
	

'Mahler' 
	

'Willy' 
'Eclair' 
	

'Mercator' 
	

'Wipper' 

I realize that these lists are not 
complete, but they give you an idea, 
of what is available in Western Eu-
rope. Beginning next year we will 
have a common market here, so any-
one can buy plants in other countries 
without border-controls and inspec-
tions. Just that easy!! 

Let me return to the questions that 
I asked before. As you can read in the 
lists, we have here in Europe some ev-
ergreen azaleas that have been im-
ported by someone sometime. I did 
not even mention them all. A very 
strange thing is that, for instance, an 
evergreen like 'Double Beauty' came 
originally from Holland (Van Nes), 
and is not or hardly available here. 
Some years ago I imported evergreen 
azaleas from Harold Greer—'Rinpu', 
'Anna Kehr', 'Double Beauty', 'Late 
Love', and 'Polypetalum'. I propagat-
ed them and showed them to some 
Dutch and German nurserymen. They 
did not know them, but liked them 
very much. I asked them if they had 
the book by Fred Galle or other 
books; they did not. On my question, 
if they would be willing to import the 
best forms from the USA, many re-
plied: "Well, what they have in Amer-
ica is not better than what we have 
here." Strange!! 

Last October I visited the Hobbie 
Park and Nursery and I showed the 
leader of the nursery, Mr. Tonjes, 
some fine evergreen azaleas from the 
USA; he wanted the plants very badly 
and would like to be in touch with me 
in the coming years. I told him about 
my trip to the USA and how many 
beautiful evergreen azaleas were 
there. "You can do that", he said, "but 
we have no time and opportunity to 
do so, because we are too busy in our 
nursery", So, I think maybe it de-
pends on amateurs like me. 

Are these answers to my ques-
tions? 

Mrs. Sabine Bossdorf writes in a 
long but very clarifying and interest-
ing article (I translate): 

"The American hybridization of 
new Japanese Azaleas should be 
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recognized. Hundreds of new 
cultivars arose in the USA, but 
they did not break through, in 
Europe, because they have dif-
ferent growing conditions here 
(anders-artige Standortverhalt-
nisse). 

On the Gable and Glenn Dale hy-
brids she writes that many of them 
are in private gardens or arboretums 
and need to be tested. But as far as I 
know, many of them are in trade and 
cold-hardy enough for the climate in 
Holland. 

About the Satsuki Azaleas she 
writes, that they need long, warm 
summers to harden off before the 
winter kills the new branches. 

Some comments of Peter Cox in 
"The Smaller Rhododendrons": the 
Back Acres azaleas are too tender for 
Scotland probably to +10°F; none of 
the Gable hybrids are 100 percent har-
dy; in Pennsylvania the summers are 
hotter. 

Only a few of the Glenn Dale hy-
brids are really satisfactory in Scot-
land. Few if any of the Satsuki hy-
brids are likely to be winter hardy in 
any area with cool summers. 

As far as I understand what I have 
read, especially the indicum and Sat-
suki azaleas need hot summers; they 
then develop a winter-hardiness of 
-5°F. Following cool summers they 
are hardy only to +5°F. 

I guess there are three conditions 
which restrict the availability of ever-
green azaleas in Western Europe. 

(1) The dimate, 
(2) Taste of the public, 
(3) The willingness of the nurs-

erymen. 

(1) The Climate 

What aspect of the climate is really 
decisive for the welfare of evergreen 
azaleas? The winter of 1991 was rath-
er mild, and the following spring was 
very mild with temperatures in April 
about 70°F. And suddenly in one 
night it dropped to 15°F. and killed 
even the normally hardy plants. So, 
not only a factor is how low the tem- 

peratures are, but also (and often 
most important) is how the weather 
was before the cold wave!! Sometimes 
we have here in Holland a really se-
vere winter, but if the winter does not 
come too quickly, we have no prob-
lems. 

Except in 1984; we had a mild De-
cember, the winter came slowly but in 
February it was very cold for three 
weeks, with a very strong eastern 
wind and plenty of sunlight. The 
plants did not die because of the low 
temperatures, but they dried out be-
cause of the wind and the sun!! 

Our winter temperatures seldom 
drop below 0°F; so plants from zone 5 
to 7a should be in principle hardy 
enough; that goes for Belgium and 
Northern France as well. In most 
parts of Germany it can be much cold-
er and so the plants should be hardy 
at least for zone 6b. 

Other aspects are, of course, how 
long and warm the summer is and the 
rainfall. Last summer in Holland was 
really long and warm with tempera-
tures between 70° and 95°F, and it 
was rather dry. So it would have been 
a good year for Satsuki and indicum 
hybrids!! Our average yearly rainfall 
is about 900 mm. Not too dry or too 
wet. 

(2) Taste Of The Public 

Evergreen azaleas are not as popu-
lar in Holland as the other rhododen-
drons. Every week I get a magazine 
about nursery business with adver-
tisements and reports about what is 
selling best, etc. Seldom do I read 
something about evergreen azaleas. 
Why is that? 

I have to guess now. As far as I can 
"feel" it, most garden people just 
think that evergreen azaleas are just 
indoor plants and not suitable for the 
garden; not hardy enough. Besides, 
most evergreen azaleas that are of-
fered here are very similar in color 
and shape. No bi-colors, no large 
flowers, no dwarfs or creeping plants, 
except last year's introductions of 
nakaharai hybrids. 

I try to convince others, even mem-
bers of our ARS Chapter, that these 
plants are real good-doers for our 
gardens and hardy enough for our 
winters. If they would see a Satsuki 
hybrid with white flowers and red 
dots and stripes, they would hesitate 
to buy it. Here is a real challenge!! 

(3) The Willingness Of The 
Nurserymen 

In my opinion many nurserymen 
in Holland and Germany are preju-
diced against new introductions ex-
cept their own. They don't want to 
take the risks to introduce to the pub-
lic new forms with large flowers, be-
cause they think they will be de-
stroyed by the weather; they hesitate 
to introduce bi-colored forms or 
dwarf cultivars. They doubt if the 
plants are hardy enough, etc. They 
are just too conservative! When I 
speak with them, they answer that 
they have a fine collection and it 
would cause too much of a problem 
to introduce new forms. In short: they 
want security. 

Let me give some examples: 
'Margaret Douglas': hardy 6b; 

beautiful large flowers, flower-
ing not too early—fine. No 
spring frost damage. And why 
not in Europe?? I don't know 
why. 

'Boldface': The same story. Should 
have been here for a long time! 

'Nassau': Late, low, bi-color flow-
ers. I love it!! 

Yes, this article is a little bit tedi-
ous. I have no problems admitting it. 
Maybe I am a person with a message; 
but also with a strong will to achieve 
a goal. 

I like to make other people enthu-
siastic; in this case about "our" mar-
velous evergreen azaleas. And if I can 
do anything to promote them, I will! 

Request to Readers 

For several years I have been im-
porting evergreen azaleas, to try 
them in my garden in Holland to see 
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if they will grow satisfactorily in our 
climate. 

Therefore I am now asking if any 
ASA member is willing to exchange 
unrooted cuttings of evergreen azale-
as? I will ask some nurserymen per-
sonally, but I hope that some mem-
bers with a large and fine collection 
could do so. 

In the first list in the article I men-
tion the evergreens azaleas which I 
have in my garden, but I could try to 
get plants and cuttings of the plants 
from Germany to exchange. I can ar-
range a phytosanitary certificate for 
the USA. I need one for Holland; just 
send them as private exchange. 

What am I looking for? Some con-
ditions are: 

(1) Hardy to at least 7a, but better 
is 6a and 6b or lower. 

(2) Dwarf to medium plants with 
more or less large flowers/ bi-
colors/ with beautiful spots, or 
just rare plants. 

(3) Satsuki hybrids, which are 
hardy enough for our climate. 

(4) Double-flowered forms and 
any evergreen azalea which 
you think is a real beauty; also 
any with variegated leaves. 

(5) If necessary, I would be will- 
ing to pay all of your costs. 

(6) Further details will be ar-
ranged in our written con-
tacts. Everyone who writes to 
me gets an answer; maybe we 
can exchange seeds as well in 
the coming years. 

(7) You can write to: 
Mr. Tijs Huisman 
Vuursteenberg 3 
8051 PR Hattem 
The Netherlands 

Note added May 1993 

I wrote this article in December last 
year, and after writing it I spoke to 
some nurserymen about it. I heard 
that Mr. van Gelderen of Esveld Nur-
series had bought at an auction a col-
lection of evergreen azaleas. Among 
them were a number of Satsuki Azale-
as. This gives me hope that we are 
moving ahead in this matter. Anyway 
I believe, that there should be more 
connections on plant issues between 
Europe and the USA—to share the 
best things that are available on our 
continents. 
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Tijs Huisman teaches German lan-
guage. He has been growing and hybri-
dizing heathers and rhododendrons for 15 
years. He is President of the Dutch Chap-
ter of the ARS; member of the Dutch 
Heather Society and the German Rhodo- 
dendron Society. 	❑ 

In 1991 an annual prize for 
best article in THE AZALEAN 
was announced. The prize was 
established to encourage au-
thors to submit articles for 
publication in THE AZALE-
AN. Funds for the prize were donated by five chapters: 

Ben Morrison Chapter 
Brookside Gardens Chapter 
Northern Virginia Chapter 
Richmond, Virginia Chapter 
Tri-State Chapter 

Interest from the prize fund is used to provide an an- 

nual prize of $100.00. The 
prize for 1991 was awarded 
to Ms. Jane Newman for her 
article "In Praise of Green-
woods on the East Coast". 

A ballot listing all articles 
in 1992 issues of THE AZALEAN is included with this is-
sue. Please mark your ballot and mail it to: 

AZALEAN Prize Article 
P. O. Box 585 
Glenn Dale, MD 20769 

The prize for 1992 will be presented at the 1994 Annual 
Meeting, to be held in Richmond, VA. CI 
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