
'Providence' (Linwood) 

Malcolm Clark 
Southern Pines, North Carolina 

[The new cultivar 'Providence' was introduced by Malcolm Clark at the ASA 
1994 Convention and Annual Meeting. A picture of 'Providence' was on the cover 
of the September 1994 issue of THE AZALEAN, ed.] 

Providence' is an early mid-season double white of mounding habit in the 
general class of the earlier Linwoods. 

PARENTAGE: 'Nancy of Robinhill' x 'Tracy White'. The pollen parent is an 
early blooming hose-in-hose white with orange-pink stripes, etc., bred and intro-
duced by George Harding. Though its parentage is unreported either publicly or 
privately, it is almost certainly a 'Rose Greeley' hybrid. Its seed parent would be 
one of the striped Glenn Dales, probably not one of the early ones. A reasonable 
guess would be 'Pinto' or one of its sisters. 

HABIT: Intemodals typically 2" to 3". The original seedling was 18" x 36" at 
ten years without any pruning beyond 36 cuttings, i.e., about the size, shape, and 
vigor of the seed parent. It is important, however, that vigorous crown cuttings not 
be taken or one will get plants as high as wide, though probably only "in youth", 
i.e., less than 30 years. 

FOLIAGE: 
Shape: Spring leaves oval to slightly ovate, summer leaves more ovate, both 

cuneate and mucronate. 
Size: Springleaves up to 1.65" x 1.2" on commercial feeding schedules, about 15% 

smaller in the average garden. Overwintering terminal cluster of the smaller summer 
leaves varies from 10 to as many as 20 if heavily fed and B-Nined. As is typical, size 
increases downward from the terminal bud. 

Color: Olive green, depth and finish dependent on feeding schedule. 
Commercially grown the color is slightly stronger and deeper than RHS 137A and 
the finish slightly glossy. The upper leaf surface is covered with appressed 
brownish hairs which prevent a really glossy finish, regardless of feeding schedule. 
In the average garden 137C is close to what can be expected. 

FLOWERS: 
Color: White with a greenish blotch uncommonly variable in depth of color. 
Confirmation: Double (calyx foliaceous, stamens rare) with 12 to 18 petals (15 

typical) of equal length. True petals funnel shaped and slightly reflexed at the 
edges, giving a "wide open" face to the whole. Pedicel gently reminiscent of 'Rose 
Greeley', softening the carriage. 

Size and Number: Heads or two to three flowers with about equal frequency. 
Occasionally one per head in low light conditions. Florets 2.5" to 3" in diameter 
depending on culture and/or head count. 

Season: Generally called "early mid-season". Using benchmarks, after, but 
overlapping 'Coral Bells' and before, but extending into 'Treasure', i.e., with Cornus 
florida and mainly before petal blight. No Fall flowering has been reported. 

Durability: In full "cornfield" sun some burn appears on the fourth day and 
corollas quite brown by the end of seventh day, i.e., good but not excellent among  

whites. Grown in the sun and shown 
in the shade, which most azaleas ap-
preciate, the flowers will last three 
weeks. 

USES: The uses are those of a fairly 
low-growing white with a soft finish. 
It looks best in light to moderate shade, 
i.e., more shade than Kurumes. In a 
massed bed of azaleas dressed to the 
ground, it is naturally a second row 
plant, but may be sheared into the first 
row at some expense to its gentleness. 

HARDINESS: The winter of 1993-
94 was certainly a "testing winter" in 
eastern North America and 'Provi-
dence' gets a preliminary -10°F, about 
the average of its parents, even allow-
ing for the lack of such bud hardiness 
in its parent, 'Nancy of Robinhill'. Two 
additional notes: here in the South, 
where bark split is much more com-
mon than in the North (the ground 
does not freeze, which eliminates the 
natural buffer against widely fluctuat-
ing winter temperatures), there has 
been no case of bark split. Also, liners 
on an open but favorable site suffered 
no losses on consecutive nights of 0°F, 
-2°F and +1°F. In sum, not "a tender 
thing". 

COMMENTS: What? Another 
white! Two to four weeks later in the 
season there are a number of good 
double whites. 'Hardy Gardenia' is 
probably "the standard", though it has 
a floral calyx and does not "make up" 
fast enough for most commercial grow-
ers. 'Bride's Bouquet' and 'Lila 
Stapleton' are upright, at least in youth, 
and Kehr's 'White Rosebud' is almost 
tree-like. Pete Vines has recently re-
leased several fine double white first 
cousins ('Nancy of Robinhill' x 
'Shinnyo-no-Tsuki'), of which 'Saint 
Moritz' is most similar in appearance, 
but three weeks later, "greener" and 
slightly larger. 

Earlier in the season we seem to 
have only two double whites, theGlenn 
Dale 'Ranger' (its parent 'Shishu' seems 
at best rare), and recently, 'Toby Eliza-
beth', which is sparingly striped. Both, 
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however, are "Tyukyu", i.e., plants of 
some five feet in height, hairy stems, 
etc.—an altogether different class of 
plants. 

In the general class of Kurume, both 
Japanese and American, the only 
double seems to be 'Haku Botan', which 
has not been introduced(?) and seems 
rather ten-petaled and upright. Among 
American hybrids in this class there 
seem to be no true doubles. The closest 
hose-in-hose in season and habit is the 
Beltsville 'White Squall', the lowest of 
the non-dwarfs. (Why this cultivar is 
not "in the trade" mystifies.) The ear-
lier white Linwoods are all hose-in-
hose and among the most Kurume-like 
of those plants. 

Finally, seven plants of 'Providence' 
exist under the label 'Alpha-1'. Those 
labels should be changed, as well as 
any propagations from them. 

L. Malcolm Clark has been active in 
the Azalea Society since its beginning. 
Mal is a past chapter president and na-
tional president, as well as our current 
national President. He retired from a ca-
reer as teacher and administrator in the 
Caldwell, New Jersey public school system 
in 1986 and moved to his home town, 
where he works as the third-generation 
proprietor of Chandler Gardens Nursery, 
propagating over 3,000 different azalea 
cultivars and working on his own hprid- 
izing program. 	❑ 

Designing with Azaleas 
Stephen S. Brainerd 
Dallas, Texas 

Here is a cookbook approach to designing with azaleas. Read further and 
you will get practical ideas on form, color selection and color sequencing. 

Form is the first quality to consider when designing a planting plan. Don't 
be intimidated by the thought of drawing. To lay out a plan, all that is needed is 
a pencil, paper, compass and a ruler. The examples discussed below illustrate how 
to create plans for these situations. The technique for drawing the layouts is 
detailed first. 

In the examples, circles rep sen t two-foot diameter plants. Example number 
1 was constructed starting with a straight line drawn horizontally across a piece 
of 8-1 /2" x 11" paper. The compass point was placed on the center of the line and 
a circle8" in diameter (4" in radius) was drawn around the point. Next the compass 
point was placed on the middle point of the line between the center and the circle. 
A semi-circle was drawn 2" in radius above the line followed in like fashion by a 
semi-circle below the line. Plant circles 1" in diameter were then drawn in to fill 
the spaces. Example2 was drawn using three radiating straight lines from a central 
point. Three circles at equal distance from the central point on the lines were then 
drawn onto the paper. Arcs the same radius of the circles then were drawn to 
connect the circles. Example 3 began with a straight line. A light semi-circular line 
was drawn above the straight line. The compass was moved and a light semi-
circular line was drawn below the straight line intersecting the first semi-circle. 
Circular plants were then drawn along the S shape from the inside and outside. 
These planting designs assume azaleas planted about two-foot on center. 

Example 1 would be appropriately viewed from an elevated position. A 
suggested planting for very early flower color in Dallas (February to early March) 
would be a ground cover of creeping phlox, light blue in one half and pink in the 
other half. Over the light blue phlox would be azaleas 'Geisha Pink' on the outside 
and azalea 'Rose Greeley' in the center. 'Rose Greeley' has the additional benefit 
of being fragrant. Over the pink phlox would be azalea 'Festive' in the center with 
azalea 'Christmas Cheer' on the outside. The light blue, pink and white combina-
tions here are show stoppers! 

Example 2 could be a design for early blooming (March to early April in Dallas). 
Louisiana purple phlox would be the ground cover. Azalea 'Hinode Giri' would 

EXAMPLE I (Not to scale) 
	

EXAMPLE 2 (Not to scale) 
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