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A. comparison of Glenn Dale hybrid azalea descriptive data published in the 
U.S. Department of Argriculture (U.S.D.A.) Monograph 20, The Glenn Dale 
Azaleas (1), by B. Y. Morrison, and records from the U.S.D.A. Plant Introduction 
Station at Glenn Dale, Maryland, where the Glenn Dale azaleas were developed, 
and with observations of original azaleas in three cases, shows errors in the 
parentage and /or flower descriptions printed in Monograph 20 for four azaleas. 
The azaleas are 'Alexandria', 'Melanie', 'Serenade' and 'Winner'. Additionally, 
examination of data differences raises questions to note for the parentage of two 
other Glenn Dale azaleas: 'Carmel' and 'Mavourneen'. 

Background 

To assist in my Glenn Dale azalea research, ASA member William (Bill) C. 
Miller III has allowed me to copy his extensive file of old records for the Glenn Dale 
hybridizing program from the Plant Introduction Station. These records include 
inventories of azaleas and their parentage, hybridizing crosses made, and selection 
lists. Prior to naming and receiving a Plant Introduction number, all azaleas were 
identified by a unique number called a Bell number, and this number also referred 
to the history of the azalea. From these various records, it is possible to trace almost 
all of the Glenn Dale hybrids back to their original crosses, also identified by a 
number. A Glenn Dale azalea database was constructed from these records relating 
name, P.I. number, Bell number, and Seed Lot for each hybrid. The database was 
published as The Bell Book (2) in 1993, and it includes the error corrections 
reported here. 

Bill Miller and I are co-sponsors of the Ten Oaks Glenn Dale Project where 
cuttings of original, verified Glenn Dale azaleas are distributed to cooperators 
throughout the U.S. in order to establish sizable Glenn Dale collections in addition 
to that at the U.S. National Arboretum for which we also provide azalea stock (3). 
Our primary source of Glenn Dales is the azalea arboretum of Ten Oaks Nursery, 
Clarksville, Maryland, at the home of Andy N. Adams, Jr. As explained in an earlier 
article in THE AZALEAN, Adams and Ten Oaks were one of the recipients in 
the Glenn Dale azalea distribution, and what they received was planted in a 
protected azalea arboretum (4). We have also begun to locate some original 
Glenn Dales at the Plant Introduction Station (5). Every time we find an original 
plant, we check it against the official description in Monograph 20. As specified 
for each azalea, the source for corrections given here are historical records and/ 
or original plant observations (6). 

Corrections to Monograph 20 Information 

'Alexandria': P.I. 141796 - Bell no. 32460 - from Seed Lot 13.13574 
Correct parentage is: 'Vittatum' x 'Louise' 
['Vittatum Fortunei' is a synonyum of 'Vittatum'; Morrison's styling of the 
name as 'Vittata Fortunei' is used in the following text, Ed.] 

'Alexandria' was selected in 1939 from the same seed lot that produced 
'Dimity', 'Limerick' and 'Pied Piper' in 1937; 'Bacchante' and 'Bridal Veil' in 1939;  

and 'Cinderella' and 'Satrap' in 1952. 
Although formally introduced and in 
propagation before World War II, 'Al-
exandria' was never officially distrib-
uted, but it was included in Mono-
graph 20 even though it was with-
drawn by Morrison about 1948. In a 
1948 letter to Plant Introduction Sta-
tion superintendent, F. C. Bradford, 
regarding what to do with left overs 
from pre-war propagation and distri-
bution, Morrison directed that all plants 
of 'Alexandria' be destroyed except 
for one (7). Miller and I have found 
that single specimen in the azalea 
woods at Glenn Dale (8). 

All records up to 1946 state that 
'Alexandria' is P.I. 141796 (B.32460) 
from seed lot B.13574 which was 
'Vittata Fortunei' x 'Louise'. In 1951 
Morrison compiled a complete Glenn 
Dale azalea list "as nearly type per-
fect as I can manage", but listed 
'Alexandria' as having the parent-
age of 'Mucronatum' x simsii, al-
though he correctly stated the Bell 
number of 32460. Other errors were 
corrected, but this one was missed. 
A selection identified as 13.32360 
was made from the 'Mucronatum' x 
simsii cross, but there is no record 
that it was ever propagated. The 
misstatement of parentage in Mono-
graph 20 was likely the result of the 
kind of typographical error noted, 
or a misreading of the correct selec-
tion Bell number. 

The description of the plant and 
flower given in Monograph 20 ap-
pears to be correct based on the plant 
at Glenn Dale; the flower is described 
as very showy, color rose, and my 
observation of the flower agrees, hav-
ing an RHS86 color of 54A. I note 
that the description of the flower in 
the records from 1939 and 1945 states 
it is a white flower with spinel red 
stripes. As with the other cultivars 
from this seed lot and many others 
having 'Vittata Fortunei' as a par-
ent, the progeny typically have 
white with color stripes, solid white, 
and solid color (self) flowers on the 
same plant. It appears that the exist-
ing plant and the official description 
are for a clone of the solid color flower 

June 1995/THE AZALEAN • 41 



which, perhaps, was what was cho-
sen for propagation. 

'Melanie': P.I. 141783 - Bell no. 
32204 - from Seed Lot B.13613 

Correct description is: Single 
flowers, 2 in head, color is RHS86 
49A or 50C, medium pink, with red 
dots (50A) on upper petals. Visual 
effect from a distance is medium 
salmon-pink. 

All records agree as to the P.I., 
Bell number, and seed lot. 'Melanie' 
was distributed only in 1941 or 1942. 
When listed as a 1941 introduction in 
the formal U.S.D.A. P.1. Inventory, 
the hybrid was described as, "Late, 
flowers bright salmon to coppery old 
rose with darker margins, single" 
(9). One of the receivers of the 
distribution of Glenn Dales in 1941/ 
2 was the Fruitland Nurseries of 
Augusta, Georgia, who described 
the flower as having a pinkish 
salmon color. The late George 
Harding, an expert on the Glenn 
Dales and founding ASA member, 
stated he was never able to find the 
hose-in-hose flowered plant as de-
scribed in Monograph 20. An April 
1945 Glenn Dale record description 
states, "32204. Macrantha orange x 
Azuma-shibori. Single, eosine pink. 
This is PI No. 141783..." Another 
Glenn Dale paper is a hand-writ-
ten, undated listing of the Glenn 
Dale "Hose-in-hose azaleas" that 
includes 24 cultivars, but not 
'Melanie'. The correct description 
given above is from an original 
'Melanie' found at the Ten Oaks 
Nursery. Thus, all available infor-
mation from records and observa-
tion for the 'Melanie' flower, except 
the Monograph 20 description of a 
rose-pink hose-in-hose, agree that 
it is a single flower of a salmon-pink 
color. 

It is not known why the incorrect 
flower description was given in 
Monograph 20, although it might 
have had to do with a Bell number  

error. It is true that other selections 
from the B.13613 seed lot are all hose-
in-hose rose pinks. A definitive state-
ment about the source of the official 
description cannot be made from 
record information. Based on the 
azalea described and only distributed 
in 1941/2, this correction is made to 
the Monograph 20 description. [I 
have made no record yet, but I have 
the impression that the 'Melanie' at 
Ten Oaks does not flower late, but 
rather in early May.] 

'Serenade': P.I. 160027 - Bell no. 
32253 - from Seed Lot B.13615 
Correct parentage is: 'Macrantha 
Orange' (indicum) x 'Momozono' 
Correct description is: Erect to even-
tually overarching growth to 6 feet. 
Leaves dark green, small. Flowers 
usually 2-3 in head, 1 3/4 - 2 across, 
irregularly hose-in-hose. Old Rose 
of Ridgway, but garden effect is 
fine salmon pink, conspicuous 
blotch of Tyrian Rose on three 
upper lobes. Late April, early 
May. 

All records up to 1949 state that 
'Serenade' is P.I. 160027, B.32253, 
from seed lot B.13615 which was 
'Macrantha Orange' x 'Momozono'. 
This is the azalea that was described 
and distributed in 1949. In 1951, 
Morrison compiled his "nearly type-
perfect list" of Glenn Dales, but 
made the error of listing 'Serenade' 
as B.32353 which came from the 
'Mucronatum' x simsii seed lot. In 
fact, a selection with the number 
B.32353 was made, but there is no 
record that it was ever propagated. 
Thus, the misstatement of parent-
age and the incorrect description 
were the likely result of the typo-
graphical error. The correct de-
scription given above is from Glenn 
Dale records of 1945 and 1949. It 
may be that the described irregular-
ity of the hose-in-hose flower has 
also caused some confusion. (A 
plant of 'Serenade' has not yet been 
found.)  

'Winner': P.I. 160023 - Bell no. 32249-
from Seed Lot B.13615 
Correct flower description is: Single 
flower 

All records agree with Monograph 
20 information except for the hose-
in-hose characteristic of the flower. 
In fact, the records that list hose-in-
hose for 'Winner' always have a "?" 
next to the "hose-in-hose", but the 
reason why is not known, and it is 
not known how the question was re-
solved such that hose-in-hose was 
given in Monograph 20. 'Winner' is 
not included in the Glenn Dale hand-
written list of hose-in-hose azaleas 
mentioned previously. Observation 
of an original cultivar at Ten Oaks 
shows the single flower. George 
Harding also noticed the single 
flower and made a correction report 
from his observation in THE 
AZALEAN in 1980, but gave no 
further support for the correction or 
any explanation (10). His observa-
tion was accepted by Fred Galle in 
the Glenn Dale listing in his book, 
Azaleas (11). 

Questions about Parentage for 
'Carmel' and 'Mavourneen' 

In the construction of the Glenn 
Dale azalea database, some conflict-
ing data for parentage appeared in 
the records. The problem in being 
able to resolve some conflicts is that 
there exists no record of the first se-
lections made in the Glenn Dale pro-
gram in 1937 which explicitly shows 
the assignment of a Bell number to 
a selection from a given seed lot. It 
is possible to closely approximate 
the process and reconstruct a selec-
tions list from other records, and 
that has been done. It has helped to 
resolve the following questions some-
what, but, in the end analysis, I be-
lieve the proof must be clear before 
suggesting changes to Morrison's 
text in Monograph 20. Therefore, 
the following are presented as in-
formation items and not corrections. 
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'Carmel': P.I. 141776 - Bell no. 27450 

Monograph 20 gives the parent-
age as 'Madam Margottin' x 
'Splendens', seed lot B.13584. Some 
early records give parentage as 'Mrs. 
Carmichael' x 'Willy', seed lot 
B.13610. In a 1946 article, Morrison 
stated 'Carmel' was a sister to 'Jubi-
lant' which was from B.13610, but 
did not so state the relationship in 
Monograph 20 (12). The recon-
structed selections list suggests the 
Monograph 20 listing is correct, and 
it provides no evidence that any se-
lection was made from seed lot 
B.13610 in 1937. 

'Mavourneen': P.I. 141768 - Bell 
no. 27415 

Monograph 20 gives the parent-
age as 'Vittata Fortunei' x 
'Omurasaki', seed lot B.13567. Early 
records of Glenn Dale hybrids in 
propagation give parentage of 
'Vittata Fortunei' x 'Marta', seed lot 
B.13559. The reconstructed selections 
list suggests the Monograph 20 list-
ing is correct. 

As was noted in a previous article 
about parentage corrections for some 
Glenn Dale azaleas, the corrections 
reported here seem to be caused 
mostly by typographical errors and 
problems in proofreading text for 
Monograph 20 (13). I continue to  

believe that Morrison and his col-
leagues generally did a magnificent 
job with the massive amount of data 
for the Glenn Dale hybridizing pro-
gram, but that it was just too difficult 
to remember or to check all the 
myriad details. 
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839 Londontown Road Conyers, GA 30208 PHONE: (804) 282-2570 
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