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PRESIDENT'S LETTER 

Steve Brainerd 
Dallas, Texas 

Promoting Azaleas 

In November you will receive a dues notice. I encourage you 
to continue to support the Azalea Society of America with a check 
in the mail to renew your membership. Responding promptly will 
reduce the work load of the membership committee and save the 
Society the additional expense of first-class mail and paper for the 
second notice. The second mailing is a burden which can be 
lessened with your help. 

THE AZALEAN is the major channel of communication to our 
members-at-large as well as the chronicle which documents our 
history, research, azalea cultivation knowledge, propagation 
techniques, hybridization successes, cultivated variety (cultivar) 
preferences, design recommendations, membership news and 
more. It is the major expense item in our budget. Born in 1979, THE 
AZALEAN was a black and white publication until color was added 
to the cover in March 1990. Color images found their way to the 
inside of the magazine in December 1991. Color is a powerful 
medium in which to express the beauty of azaleas. Azaleas in full 
flower color are, for most people, the attraction of azaleas. Color is 
the way to appeal to that human attraction and promote azaleas. 
Many of us in the Society want to see more color in THE AZALEAN 
as evidenced at the 1995 national convention where the Brookside 
Gardens Chapter sponsored an auction, the proceeds of which 
were to be designated for the additional publication of color 
photography beyond that already funded. Membership dues and 
membership size are the keys to better funding of THE AZALEAN 
in order to more effectively communicate with color. 

Membership dues and membership size will also determine 
the Society's ability to fund scholarships or grants for college 
students to conduct azalea research. What a wonderful way to give 
to the future, help our youth and advance our knowledge. Grants 
have not been a part of our budget in the past, but with funding 
could be a budget item for 1997. 

Thank you for your membership in the past. Your dues are the 
fuel which enables the Society to communicate and grow. We are 
thankful that some of you have generously contributed more than 
that required. We are also thankful for the recruiters in our midst 
who increase our membership numbers through their promotion 
abilities. 	We should all continue to cultivate our personal 
relationships in order to enrich our own experiences and allow our 
Society's family to grow in numbers and strength. ❑ 

On the Cover: 	Glenn Dale Azalea Hillside 1994 
U. S. National Arboretum 

Photographer: 	Barbara Bullock 

Azalea Society of America 
The Azalea Society of America, organized 

December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, is an educational and scien-
tific non-profit association devoted to the cul-
ture, propagation and appreciation of azaleas — 
Subseries Tsutsusi and Pentanthera of the ge-
nusRhododendron in the Heath family (Ericaceae). 

OFFICERS FOR 1995-1996 
President Stephen S. Brainerd 

Vice-President Jim Thornton 
Secretary Bill McIntosh 

Acting Treasurer Robert Stelloh 

Immediate L. Malcolm Clark 
Past-President 

DIRECTORS 
Terms Expiring in 1996 Terms Expiring in 1997 

Carol Allen Rosalie Nachman 
Tony Dove Fred Minch 

Arthur Vance 
Chapter presidents serve as ex-officio directors. 

CHAPTERS 
Brookside Gardens (chartered August 1979) 

Carol Allen, President 
Richmond, Virginia (chartered August 1979) 

Deanie McCluan, President 
Ben Morrison (chartered May 1980) 

Niki Baker, President 
Northern Virginia (chartered May 1980) 

John Zottoli,President 
Louisiana (chartered June 1981) 

Bill Bode, President 
Tri-State (chartered October 1981) 

Loren Gabe, President 
Flame Azalea (chartered May 1984) 

Dallas Chapter (chartered May 1989) 
Jim Garrison, President 

Oconee Chapter (chartered November 1991) 
David Butler, President 

Regular membership is open to all interested 
parties for an annual contribution of $20.00. Life 
membership for an individual is $300.00. Mem-
bers receive THE AZALEAN and are eligible for 
participation in all activities of the Society includ-
ing those of the chapter with which the member 
affiliates. For information and membership appli-
cation, write to the Membership Committee, 
Azalea Society of America, P. 0. Box 34536, 
West Bethesda, MD 20827-0536. 
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1995 Convention and Annual Meeting 

Robert W. Hobbs 
North Beach, Maryland 

The 1995 Convention and Annual Meeting of The Azalea Society of America 
was hosted by the Brookside Gardens Chapter, May 4-7, 1995. The convention 
headquarters was in Rockville, Maryland, a suburb to the north of Washington, 
DC. Nearly perfect weather and azaleas in full bloom provided a treat for the 
nearly 100 members who attended. 

The convention began on Thursday, May 4, with welcoming remarks by 
convention coordinator Bill Miller. The first formal speaker, Phil Normandy, 
then provided a prelude to the Friday garden tours in his talk "Glimpses of 
Brookside Gardens and McCrillis Gardens" (which appears in this convention 
issue of THE AZALEAN). Next a talk "The Native Azaleas of Eastern United 
States" was presented by plant collector, hybridizer, and nurseryman Jim Plyler. 
The final event of the evening was a Roundtable Discussion on THE AZALEAN 
moderated by the editor (an article describing this discussion appears in this 
issue). All of these events of Thursday evening were well attended considering 
the lateness of the evening. 

Friday morning attendees visited two gardens, the private garden of Bill and 
Janet Miller and the public McCrillis Gardens. 

Lunch was served at the Landon School, a private school in Bethesda, MD. 
The grounds of the Landon School includes the two-and-one-half-acre Perkins 
Azalea Garden, a Washington, DC, area attraction each spring. After lunch, 
time was available to visit the azalea garden and to view the Brookside Gardens 
Chapter Azalea Show which is held annually in conjunction with the Landon 
School Azalea Festival. It is of interest to note that former editor of THE 
AZALEAN, Dr. Charles Evans, received an award for "Best in Show" and Bill 
Miller won the "Sweepstakes" for having the most blue ribbons. 

A visit to the Brookside Gardens in Wheaton, MD, completed the garden 
tours on Friday. Following the social hour and opportunities for plant purchases, 
the Friday evening speakers provided overviews of the Saturday garden tours. 
First, Barbara Bullock, Curator of Azalea Collections at the U.S. National 
Arboretum, presented "The National Arboretum Azaleas—A Four Year 
Retrospective". Next, Dick West presented "The Ten Oaks Azaleas 
and the Glenn Dale Distribution Project".The last talk of the 
evening was by Keith Suddreth, one of the recipients of the Ten 
Oaks cuttings, "Broyhill Walking Park—A New Home for the 
Glenn Dales". All three Friday evening talks appear in this issue 
of THE AZALEAN. Following the talks, a plant auction was held. 
Brookside Gardens Chapter President Carol Allen announced 
that the proceeds of the auction would be made available to THE 
AZALEAN to provide supplemental funds for publishing more 
color photographs. 

Saturday garden tours were to the U.S. National Arboretum 
in Washington, DC, and to the Ten Oaks Nursery in Clarksville, 
MD. 

The Saturday evening banquet was held at the convention 
headquarters, The Wood fin Suites. Following the banquet dinner, 

Mike Raupp, Chairman of the 
Department of Entomology at the 
University of Maryland and an 
advocate of integrated pest 
management, spoke on "Why Are 
Azaleas So Pest Prone and What Can 
Be Done About It?". An article based 
on this talk appears in this issue of 
THE AZALEAN. 

The last event of the day was the 
Annual Meeting, led by President 
Malcolm Clark. Complete minutes of 
the Annual Meeting are on page 71 of 
this issue. Hightlights of the Annual 
Meeting included the presentation of 
a Distinguished Service Award to 
William C. Miller III, the award of the 
Prize for Best Article in THE 
AZALEAN for 1994 to Steve Brainerd 
and the announcement of the results 
of the election of officers: 

Steve Brainerd, President 
Jim Thornton, Vice President 

Rosalie Nachman, Director 
Fred Minch, Director 
Art Vance, Director 

It was announced that the 
Convention for 1996 will be hosted by 
the Dallas Chapter.0 

THANKS TO THE 
BROOKSIDE CHAPTER FOR 

HOSTING THE MEETING 

Brookside Garden Chapter con-
vention logo and tote bag decoration by 
Barbara Bullock 
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The Ten Oaks Azaleas and the Glenn Dale 
Distribution Project 
Richard T. West 
Columbia, Maryland 

William C. Miller III 
Bethesda, Maryland 

[This article is adapted from a paper presented by Dick West at the 1995 Annual 
Meeting of the Azalea Society of America. Its purpose was to provide an 
overview of the Ten Oaks Nursery and its azalea plantings, and to detail the Ten 
Oaks Glenn Dale Project to re-establish Glenn Dale azalea collections by 
distributing cuttings from plants received from B. Y. Morrison some 50 years 
ago. It was presented as a companion to a report by Keith Suddreth on his 
activities as a Cooperator in the Ten Oaks Glenn Dale Project. The presentation 
served as an introduction to a tour of Ten Oaks scheduled for the next day; it 
was the first time Ten Oaks had been open to the ASA Annual Meeting 
attendees.] 

Three years ago at the 1992 annual meeting of the Azalea Society of 
America, a preliminary report was made on azalea survey work that had begun 
at the Ten Oaks Nursery in Clarksville, Maryland (1). The survey work has 
continued and has led to the creation of the Ten Oaks Glenn Dale Project to re-
establish the Glenn Dale azaleas throughout the United States. This report gives 
an overview of Ten Oaks and its azaleas, discusses the Ten Oaks Glenn Dale 
Project and provides lists of Cooperators in the Project and the names of Glenn 
Dale hybrids that have been distributed. 

Background on the Ten Oaks Azaleas 

The Ten Oaks Nursery was founded in 1925 by Andrew Adams, Sr., in 
Clarksville, Howard County, Maryland, a community about 20 miles northeast 
of Washington in the direction of Baltimore. Azaleas were part of the Ten Oaks 
Nursery stock from the beginning. After World War II, Ten Oaks became one 
of the receivers in the U.S.D.A.'s Glenn Dale azalea distribution program under 
the direction of Ben Morrison, and Ten Oaks obtained almost all of the Glenn 
Dale hybrids. Morrison wanted two things from the receivers. First, the azaleas 
were to be put immediately into approximately wholesale production; that is, 
propagated and sold quickly, perhaps in order to meet the growing demand for 
the popular new plants. Second, there was the condition that recipients should 
provide annual reports to the U.S.D.A. on the status of each cultivar and the 
propagation experience. To do this, Morrison suggested that one specimen of 
each Glenn Dale be set aside and allowed to grow to full maturity (2). 

The Adamses responded to this latter requirement by creating an azalea 
arboretum to serve as a test garden where natural growth could occur and be 
monitored. They planted the original Glenn Dales they received and, in 
addition, azaleas of every kind they could get. The arboretum, constructed and 
planted in 1950 and 1951 in an isolated area of the Ten Oaks property (now  

around the home of Ruth and Andy 
Adams, Jr.), has never been open to 
the public, and the azaleas have been 
left undisturbed to grow on their 
own. 

The azalea arboretum is con-
structed in a "U" shape that mea-
sures roughly 300-feet long by 144-
feet wide, with the beds being about 
50-feet deep. There are large, old oak 
trees in and around the arboretum, 
and the soil is light mica loam. It 
originally contained about 1,000 aza-
leas representing some 600 or more 
different cultivars. 	The beds are 
arranged in 18 designated hybrid sec-
tions: six for the Glenn Dale hybrids 
organized by year of distribution; two 
for Gable hybrids; one section each 
for Kurume, Chisolm-Merritt, 
Beltsville, so-called Japanese selec-
tions (including Satsuki), Arnold, and 
old azaleas such as 'Indica Mag-
nifica'; three miscellaneous beds; and 
one area with the new Princess 
azaleas. 

Ten Oaks usually received three 
plants of each hybrid in the Glenn 
Dale distribution, six to eight inches 
in height. They planted these three 
clones in a triangle spaced about two 
and one-half feet apart, and the tri-
angles of plants were spaced about 
three- to four-feet apart (all of the 
other azaleas are planted singly and 
are spaced about three feet apart). In 
the middle of the triangle of azaleas 
was placed a zinc tag affixed to a 
metal rose stake driven into the 
ground. As a result, one always 
knows where to look for the tag, and 
that has been a real benefit. The tag 
used, called a G & C Dream Label, 
was written upon with a hydrochlo-
ric acid pen that caused a permanent 
chemical change in the metal. ' The 
Adamses packed as much informa-
tion as possible on the tag: name, PI 
number, color, bloom time, and date 
of distribution. Consequently, even 
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when only parts of the information 
are still readable, it is almost always 
enough to identify the cultivar. Un-
fortunately, some tags have been lost 
over the years. 

For their azalea business, the 
Adams also designed a display gar-
den near the main nursery buildings 
where their customers could see and 
inspect larger-sized versions of the 
azaleas offered for sale. Also planted 
in 1950-51, the garden, located about 
one-third of a mile from the azalea 
arboretum, contained selected Glenn 
Dales and other azaleas that showed 
high quality and were popular with 
customers. By intent, some of the 
contents changed during the years 
after 1950, and the azaleas have been 
pruned, watered and given other at- 
tention. 	These azaleas were also 
tagged. 

Between the late 1940's and the 
early 1960's, Ten Oaks was a major 
supplier of Glenn Dale and other 
azaleas. Their 1952 cataog, for ex-
ample, listed 343 Glenn Dales and 33 
other azaleas varieties for sale. In 
that year, they took 37,000 cuttings of 
which 25,000 were of Glenn Dales. In 
the ten or so year span of selling 
Glenn Dales, they sold some 200,000 
plants in the Washington-Baltimore 
area, and by mail all over the United 
States. Ten Oaks Nursery no longer 
sells at retail, and the azalea plantings 
are now on private, residential 
property. 

The Ten Oaks Glenn Dale Project 

What makes the Ten Oaks aza-
leas special is they are plants directly 
from the hybridizer and they were all 
tagged for identification. (Such aza-
leas obtained directly from the hy-
bridizer, whether located at Ten Oaks, 
the National Arboretum, or wher-
ever, we designate as "original" 
plants.) Even before our work began  

at Ten Oaks more than eight years 
ago, we had agreed to the need of 
having complete, correct collections 
of Glenn Dale hybrids available in 
the U.S. We both had numerous 
experiences with incorrectly identi-
fied cultivars, and many cultivars 
could not be found anywhere. Both 
of us had become quite cynical about 
the correctness of azalea identifica-
tion in general and had developed 
the attitude of not trusting anything 
in the marketplace. Besides just 
seeing and inspecting plants, we 
were interested in making compari-
sons between cultivars, but it was 
impossible to find enough correct 
Glenn Dale hybrids in one place to 
do so. 

We realized what might be 
possible from the Ten Oaks azaleas, 
given the original Glenn Dales and 
the success of the survey work, and 
that Andy Adams was supportive 
of using his plants to re-establish 
complete Glenn Dale collections. In 
1992 we started to consider how 
such collections might be devel-
oped. We were familiar with the 
debate about private versus public 
collections as the best way to pre-
serve azalea material, and recog-
nized the value of having both kinds 
of plantings: Ten Oaks was the per-
fect example of the importance of 
the restricted private collection, but 
one of our goals was to make public 
reference collections available. We 
knew that a best bet would be to 
have a combination of private and 
public collections around the U.S. 
We also wanted to see correct Glenn 
Dales more available to retailers if 
for no other reason than to respond 
to recently increasing interest in the 
hybrid group. 

Dick had already begun rais-
ing some Glenn Dales from Ten 
Oaks stock for the U.S. National 
Arboretum collection, and the first 
question was if that work could be  

increased for a larger distribution. 
As amateur growers, we knew our 
backyard efforts couldn't be expanded 
beyond what was being done to pro-
vide small plants for the U.S. Na-
tional Arboretum. Even Andy Adams' 
offer of the use of a greenhouse wasn't 
going to solve our labor problem. Of 
importance and some concern, Bill 
and I realized that whatever we did 
had to respect the privacy of Andy 
and Ruth Adams, and to make the 
distribution work well, it had to be 
done in an organized fashion. We 
concluded that it would be best if we 
did much of the Ten Oaks site work 
ourselves, but the question was how 
to do the important other work of 
propagation and collection develop-
ment. 

After rejecting any kind of plans 
for raising and distributing small 
plants, Bill came up with the idea of 
distributing cuttings to a group of 
capable growers who would root them 
and would make arrangements with 
a local, reputable garden or arbore-
tum to receive one plant for establish-
ing a Glenn Dale collection, but who 
could also have plants for themselves 
for their own collections as well as for 
retail sales. We placed a short article 
in the March 1993 issue of THE 
AZALEAN asking for individuals to 
be Cooperators with us in a Ten Oaks 
Glenn Dale Project to re-establish the 
hybrid group (3). We announced 
that the goal of the project was to 
create complete collections of correct 
Glenn Dale azaleas for all 454 culti-
vars named in Monograph 20, 
Morrison's official U.S.D.A. record 
of the Glenn Dale Program and 
azaleas (4). 

From the responses received we 

selected ten individuals to be Coop-

erators. Two additional individuals 

who were local and had contacted 

Andy Adams separately about cut-

tings were designated as Local 
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Receivers in the Project efforts. The 
first cuttings were shipped in the 
summer of 1993. In 1994, we lost one 
Cooperator, but accepted another, 
and in the past month one of the 
Local Receivers has become a Coop-
erator by making arrangements with 
a regional park to develop the re-
quired public garden. The current 
list of eleven Ten Oaks Glenn Dale 
Project Cooperators is shown in Table 
1, along with the name of their asso-
ciated arboretum. We will not be 
adding anyone new to the Project as 
we have almost too much to handle 
now. 

What do we do to make the ship-
ments to the Cooperators? We spend 
time in the course of the year looking 
for tags and then at bloom time, 
verifying the tag and re-tagging the 
plant in preparation for taking cut-
tings in July. At cutting time, we are 
joined by Local Receiver Wanda 
Hanners of Azalea Trace in Calvert 
County, MD, Cooperators Court Lee 
and David Radcliffe of Boxlee Nurs-
ery in Prince George's County, MD 
and Barbara Bullock of the U.S. Na-
tional Arboretum. We set up a pro-
duction line where some take cut-
tings and others sort, tag and box the 
cuttings for overnight delivery to the 
Cooperators. It works out quite well, 
and we had all the work done in two 
days last year. We try to take a 
minimum of eight cuttings for each 
cultivar for each Cooperator, but what 
we can cut is sometimes fewer. A 
problem with letting azaleas grow 
naturally is that you don't always get 
the best cuttings. 	At the end, Bill 
and I take the boxes off to a Federal 
Express office, and away they go. 

In 1993 and 1994 we have 
shipped about 7,500 cuttings for 115 
different Glenn Dale hybrids. The 
cultivars distributed are listed alpha-
betically in Table 2. We hope to ship 
cuttings for another 40 or so this 
summer. We would like to find 200,  

maybe more, of the Glenn Dales at 
Ten Oaks. Frankly, it is going to take 
a fair amount of work and research as 
we continue our identification ef-
forts at Ten Oaks. We will cut noth-
ing unless we are very sure about its 
identity, so we'll have to wait and 
see how much can be done. As you 
can imagine, it has been very frus-
trating to find some metal stakes 
with no tags and see wonderful Glenn 
Dales in bloom and not to know what 
they are. 

We have provided Glenn Dale 
cuttings, and we have also provided 
information on Glenn Dale hybrids 
because the Cooperators want to be 
knowledgeable about the hybrids. 
We have made and given them pho-
tocopies of Morrison's Monograph 
20, copies of the Glenn Dale azalea 
database that has been published in 
The Bell Book , corrections informa-
tion when it is discovered, and other 
informational items we think might 
be useful, such as how to convert the 
old Ridgway color designations (5). 

If we had any doubts about the 
quality and value of the Glenn Dales 
and the efforts to re-establish them, 
they have been completely removed 
by seeing so many of the hybrids at 
Ten Oaks. The Glenn Dales really 
are a great group and many of the 
cultivars are absolutely unique and 
super. It is a shame that so many of 
the plants have been unavailable for 
so many years. In addition, being 
able to see and inspect original plants 
of Glenn Dale hybrids has led to 
some corrections of errors in official 
descriptions and documentation, and 
a much better understanding of the 
culture of the hybrid group. 

Knowing that we won't find 
everything at Ten Oaks, we have 
started looking for original Glenn 
Dales in other places. Barbara Bul-
lock is finding some cultivars at the 
U.S. National Arboretum, and we  

have already found some at the old 
U.S.D.A. Glenn Dale Station where 
Morrison's hybridizing program took 
place. We would like very much to 
hear from anyone who has knowl-
edge of unquestionably correct clones 
whose history is known. 

In conclusion, we wish to thank 
Andy and Ruth Adams for their con-
tinued encouragement and support. 
We wish to publicly recognize the 
important and valuable participation 
of the Ten oaks Glenn Dale Project 
Cooperators and their associated ar-
boreta. 
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Table 2 
Ten Oaks Glenn Dale Project Cultivars 

Distributed 1993 and 1994 
Aladdin 
Ambrosia 
Angela Place 
Anthem 
Antique 
Aphrodite 
Arcadia 
Bacchante 
Beacon 
Bishop 
Blushing Maid 
Bountiful 
Bravura 
Caprice 
Caraval 
Carnival 
Chanticleer 
Chloe 
Cinnabar 
Commodore 
Consolation 
Coquette 
Coral Sea 
Cordial 
Corsair 
Damozel 
Darkness 
Dauntless 
Dayspring 
Delight 
Dimity 
Dowager 
Duenna 
Egoist 
Ember 
Emblem 
Everest 
Faith 
Fandango 
Favorite 
Frivolity 
Furbelow 
Gaiety 
Galathea 
Ganymede 
Glacier 
Glamour 
Grandam 
Helen Close 
Hopeful 
Illusion 
Jubilee 
Katinka 
Killarney 
Litany 
Lullaby 
Luna 
Lustre 

Lyric 
Madrigal 
Martha Hitchcock 
Marvel 
Mayflower 
Melanie 
Minuet 
Moonbeam 
Niphetos 
Nocturne 
Novelty 
Oriflamme 
Paladin 
Paprika 
Pastel 
Picotee 
Pinto 
Pixie 
Prelate 
Red Bird 
Refrain 
Rogue 
Sagittarius 
Sambo 
Samite 
Scout 
Seafoam 
Seashell 
Sebastian 
Sentinel 
Shimmer 
Simplicity 
Snowclad 
Sorcerer 
Stardust 
Sterling 
Surprise 
Susannah 
Swansong 
Temptation 
Tokay 
Tomboy 
Treasure 
Trinket 
Troubador 
Trouper 
Vespers 
Vestal 
Violetta 
Vision 
Welcome 
Winner 
Wisdom 
Yeoman 
Youth 
Zingari 
Zulu 

Table 1 
Ten Oaks Glenn Dale 

Project Cooperators 

Jan Bowman 
Orinda, CA 94563 

Oakland, California 
Horticultural Gardens 

Hugh A. Caldwell 
Middleburg, FL 32068 
Bellingrath Gardens 

Perry L. Corkern 
A & P Nursery 

Franklinton, LA 70438 
New Orleans Botanical Garden 

Freida Hill 
Hill's Nursery and Greenhouse 

Pavo, GA 31778 
Thomasville Garden Center 

L. Courtland Lee 
Boxlee 

Glenn Dale, MD 20769 
Watkins Regional Park 

(Mrs.) Jay W. Murray 
Princeton Chapter ARS 

Colts Neck, NJ 07722-1021 
Jenkins Arboretum 

Ronnie D. Palmer 
Azalea Hill Gardens and Nursery 

Pine Bluff, AR 71602 
Missouri Botanical Gardens 

Frank Pelurie 
The Nursery at Dutch Ridge 

Clendenin, WV 25045 
West Virginia Botanical 

Garden at Coonskin Park 

Ben C. Reid 
Reid's Azalea Farm 

Stockbridge, GA 30281 
Vines Botanical Garden 

Pete Sheuchenko 
Lazy S's Farm 

Barboursville, VA 22923 
Montpelliar Estate Gardens 

J. Keith Suddreth 
Lenoir, NC 28645 

Broyhill Walking Park 
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GLIMPSES OF MCCRILLIS GARDENS 
AND BROOKSIDE GARDENS 
Philip M. Normandy 
Kensington, Maryland 

This evening I am pleased to have the opportunity to give you a preview 
of the two gardens you will be visiting tomorrow. Both of these are public parks 
operated by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
(M-NCPPC) in Montgomery County, MD, and both contain significant collections 
of azaleas, rhododendrons, and companion plants. 

McCRILLIS GARDENS 

You will first be visiting this 5-acre property in Bethesda, presented to 
M-NCPPC by its owners, William and Virginia McCrillis. Mr. McCrillis was 
Assistant to the Secretary of the Interior under Presidents Roosevelt, Truman, 
and Eisenhower, and he had a particular interest in azaleas and rhododendrons. 
Beginning in 1941, he amassed on this wooded site an impressive array gleaned 
from nurseries all across the country. He later expanded his collection to include 
other rare and unusual plants such as fragrant snowball, Japanese umbrella-
pine, several stewartia species and a pair of dawn-redwoods thought to be 
among the first in private hands. 

By the late 1970s Mr. and Mrs. McCrillis began to ponder the future of their 
garden as their energies diminished. Having no direct descendants, and having 
seen many examples of larger properties in this wealthy neighborhood being 
subdivided, they sought a way to preserve their creation while making it 
available for all to enjoy. Fortunately for local residents and azalea enthusiasts 
everywhere, they chose to give it as a public park, to be maintained and 
developed by the staff of Brookside Gardens (itself widely known for its azalea 
garden). 

In the fall of 1978, shortly before Mr. McCrillis died, Brookside gardeners 
under the leadership of Emile Deckert (who had laid out much of the Brookside 
azalea garden) began the task of converting a densely planted private garden into 
one more suited to public visitation. Large masses of old azaleas near the house 
were thinned, with those removed being transplanted to the undeveloped lower 
reaches of the property. Paths were widened enough to accommodate large 
groups of visitors and maintenance equipment, vistas opened, and the tree 
canopy thinned to admit more light to both old and new plantings. Mr. Deckert 
devised a traffic pattern to maximize viewing of the large beds, and he designed 
pleasing color and textural combinations to avoid the visual monotony of solid 
azalea plantings. A service entrance was opened, and a site was selected for a 
future maintenance building. New azalea cultivars were added from Brookside, 
some of which had not yet been named. Evergreens were placed for screening, 
and more unusual woody plants such as witchhazels and snakebark maples 
were included. 

In the 1980s major physical development of McCrillis Gardens was completed, 
creating the basic layout you will see on the tour. In 1981 an extensive test 
planting of over 300 named cultivars of Satsuki azaleas imported from Japan, 
some for the first time, was installed in a glade-like area near the house. These  

were to be observed for hardiness and 
bloom characteristics with suitable 
cultivars being distributed to the 
nursery trade.' In 1985, Brian Barr 
was hired as the first full-time 
gardener. Maintenance was 
stabilized, a turf program begun, and 
more emphasis was placed on 
refinement of plantings. Several beds 
were renovated or totally redesigned, 
and for the first time significant bulb 
and perennial plantings were added. 
A large display bed inside the circular 
driveway was laid out for tulips, to be 
followed by summer annuals. 
Extensive plantings of daffodils 
arranged by classification and flower 
type (such as miniatures) brought 
much-needed early spring color and 
opportunities for interpretation. 
Perennials such as hostas and astilbes 
joined the spring wildflowers planted 
by the McCrillises in adding color and 
texture when azaleas were out of 
bloom. Educational programs and 
guided tours were offered. The lower 
floor of the house was opened as an 
art gallery showcasing the works of 
local artists, and each spring an 
outdoor sculpture show and open 
house were held, greatly increasing 
visitation. 

Development and refinement 
have continued apace in the 1990s. In 
1990 Pete Kapust, longtime azalea 
gardener at Brookside Gardens, came 
to McCrillis as sole gardener. He 
immediately began more intensive turf 
management and bed renovation. 
Satsukis from the test planting were 
planted among earlier azaleas to 
extend the bloom season, the front 
tulip/annual bed was converted to 
perennials, and large old azaleas were 
cut down to rejuvenate them. For the 
first time structures were added: a 
gazebo in 1990 and a small wedding/ 
concert pavilion in 1995. These have 
provided opportunities for visitors to 
pause and contemplate the gardens 
more comfortably, with shelter, while 
adding visual focal points. A gate 
with a rhododendron motif, custom-
designed by local blacksmith/artist 
Dana Dameron, now welcomes 
visitors at the front entrance. 
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Large specimen plants to note 
during your visit: 

Rhododendron reticulaturn (rose 
azalea): Uncommon in Washington-
area gardens 

Stezvartia malacodendron (Virginia 
stewartia) 

Stezvartia pseudocamellia (Japanese 
stewartia) 

Rhododendron fortunei (Fortune's 
rhododendron): Very large masses, 
demonstrating the heat-tolerance of 
this seldom-planted species 

Rhododendron calendulaceum, peri-
clymenoides, cumberlandense, (bakeri), 
and prunifolium, et al. 

Magnolia macrophylla (bigleaf magnolia) 

Sciadopitys verticillata (Japanese 
umbrella-pine) 

Metasequoia glyptostroboides (dawn-
redwood): Thought to have been 
planted in 1952. (Sadly, its twin 
Champion Montgomery County tree 
at 98 feet; was destroyed by lightning 
in 1993; the tall stump has been left as 
a testimonial and can be seen near the 
gazebo.) 

BROOKSIDE GARDENS 

After lunch your buses will be 
whisking you to Wheaton to visit this 
35-acre display garden. Opening in 
1969, and built on the site of a former 
nursery, Brookside has as its primary 
goal the amassing of colorful and 
instructional displays of plants both 
in gardens and indoors in two 
conservatories. Visitor services such 
as adult and children's programs, 
guided tours, bus trips, horticultural 
information, a library, and plant labels 
are strongly emphasized as part of 
Brookside's educational mission. 

Once you arrive, first stroll 
through the conservatories. 
Permanent tropical plantings are 
combined with ever-changing  

seasonal displays in the first 
conservatory. Favorites with visitors 
are the cascade chrysanthemum show 
in November and the Christmas show 
featuring large poinsettia "trees". The 
second (smaller) conservatory has no 
permanent plant collections, allowing 
greater flexibility in seasonal displays. 
The early spring show is usually the 
highlight here; you might even find 
numerous large azaleas forced into 
bloom! 

As you leave the conservatories, 
keep in mind that there are three 
major types of outdoor areas you will 
see during your visit—formal gardens, 
informal gardens, and a Japanese-
style landscape. Several different 
gardens can be found in the formal 
areas. The four large beds of the Trial 
Garden are filled with masses of tulips 
or other bulbs in spring. In summer 
these contain educational displays, 
the themes of which vary from year to 
year (for example, plants which attract 
beneficial insects), and new cultivars 
of annuals. 

Adjacent to the Trial Garden is 
the Rose Garden. Over 200 cultivars 
of roses, both modern and old, can be 
found here. Perennials, ornamental 
grasses, and evergreens have been 
extensively interplanted to provide 
interest when roses are out of bloom. 
A wisteria-covered arbor drips with 
long clusters of fragrant lavender 
flowers in early May and provides 
welcome shade in summer. 

Upon leaving the Rose Garden, 
you will intersect a long axis comprised 
of a series of garden "rooms". Closest 
to the end of the Conservatory is the 
Perennial Garden, which has a 
rectangular fountain in the center and 
is enclosed by a purple granite wall. 

This garden was designed in the 
English "cottage style" by Edith 
Eddleman of North Carolina in 1989 
and features roses, ornamental 
grasses, and newer cultivars and 
species of perennials. Its long season 
of bloom extends from June to frost. 

The next "room" is enclosed by 
a yew hedge and features a display of 
gray- and silver-foliaged plants 
accented in summer with white 
flowers. This was designed for 
Brookside's 25th (Silver) Anniversary 
in 1994 and will be continuing as a 
semi-permanent feature. Height is 
provided in early summer by the bold 
silver "branches" of scotch thistle; in 
fall mums are interspersed where 
annuals have finished, to be replaced 
with pockets of bulbs for spring. 

As you pass through the yew 
hedge and ascend a short flight of 
steps you will find yourself in a 
semicircular courtyard surrounded by 
purple plum trees. Under these in 
spring are thousands of small species 
bulbs whose bloom cycle has been 
carefully choreographed to provide 
waves of color coinciding with the 
pale pink blooms of the plums. Blue 
plumbago groundcover emerges later 
to cover the ripening bulb foliage and 
provides a show of cobalt-blue flowers 
in late summer. A raised square 
fountain adorns the center of this 
"room," and benches await those 
seeking the shade of the plums. 

Ascend another three steps and 
you will be facing the Wedding 
Gazebo. An increasingly popular site 
for outdoor ceremonies, this structure 
forms the focal point of the formal 
garden axis. 

Backtrack a bit to the plums and 
turn right and you will enter the new 
Fragrance Garden. Dedicated in the 
fall of 1994, this area contains 
permanent and seasonal collections 
of plants with fragrance of flower or 
foliage. Atop the retaining wall are 
beds devoted to herbs; as no pesticides 
are used in this garden visitors are 
encouraged to touch, taste, and smell. 
Beneath arbors planted with 
permanent and summer vines, 
memorial benches provide welcome 
relief, as do those in the central gazebo. 
The sound of twin splashing fountains 
also soothes during warm months. 
The central beds contain bulbs in 
spring and fragrant annuals in 
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Photographs courtesy Brookside Gardens 

Azalea Gardens Scene, Brookside Gardens 

Entrance gate at McCrillis Gardens. Note hand-made rhododendron leaves. 

summer augmented with mums in 
fall. Between the lawn and the arbors 
is a wide border of mixed plantings of 
fragrant annuals, perennials and 
shrubs; sweet scents are particularly 
noticeable on warm summer evenings. 

Up ahead, the rolling hills, 
sculptured ponds, and Teahouse of 
the Japanese-style landscape of the 
Gude Garden beckons you to leave 
behind the color, complexity, and 
excitement of the formal gardens. 
Created in 1973 as a memorial to a 
prominent local nurseryman, this 
completely man-made creation was 
designed by Brookside Gardens' 
landscape architect Hans Hanses. The 
ponds contain both Japanese koi and 
native fish and are fed by 
groundwater. The Teahouse sits on a 
man-made island and provides vistas 
in all directions over expanses of lawn 
and water. The island is clothed in a 
tapestry of groundcovers, grasses, and 
evergreens and features several 
cultivars of Satsuki azaleas. 
Strategically placed specimen trees, 
many of them donated by the Gude 
family, grace the lawns. 

Having reached one of the 
farthest extremes of Brookside 
Gardens, take the long trek back to 
the informal gardens and the treasure 
that awaits you there: AZALEAS! The 
Azalea 	Gardens 	comprise 
approximately 5 acres and are a major 
component of Brookside's permanent 
collections. Over 20 species and 400 
cultivars of azaleas can be found here, 
including approximately 30 kinds of 
deciduous hybrid cultivars. Groups 
represented are the Glenn Dales, 
Gables, Back Acres, Kurumes, 
Satsukis, and a sprinkling of Pericats 
and Mucronatums. Designed and 
planted by Emile Deckert, this area is 
criss-crossed with meandering, 
mulched paths, and overtopped with 
a canopy of pre-existing Virginia pines 
and tulip trees and younger, planted 
ornamentals. Emphasis has been 
placed on incorporating both woody 
and herbaceous companion plants 
with the azaleas, and good collections 
of witchhazels, winterhazels, 

rhododendrons, hostas, and lenten-
roses add color when azaleas are out 
of bloom. Clipped hemlocks and 
other evergreens provide texture and 
height throughout the year. It should 
be noted that, unlike McCrillis 
Gardens, masses of cultivars feature 
more prominently in the design of 
this garden rather than individual 
specimens. 

After looking at every label on 
every azalea cultivar, cast your eyes 
downhill toward Glenallan Avenue 
and the Aquatic Gardens. Con-
structed in 1974, the two ponds are 
ringed with cattails, water irises, 
arrowhead and pickerel-weed. Water-
lilies bloom in summer in the shallow 
areas, and an abundance of wildlife 
can be found here throughout the 
year. On a colorfully-planted island 
in the upper pond, a gazebo affords 
you a better view and a shady place to 
pause. 

As you stroll along the banks of 
the ponds on your way back to the 
main building and your buses, notice 
how the azaleas on the hillside reflect 
in the water. I hope you will be able 
to reflect with pleasure on your visits 
to Brookside and McCrillis Gardens 
for years to come and that you will 
come back often! 

1  Sole credit is due to the Brookside 
Gardens Chapter of the Azalea 
Society of America under the 
leadership of Bob Barry for initiating 
and accomplishing this distribution 
program. 

Philip M. Normandy is the Plant 
Collections Manager, McCrillis Gardens 
and Brookside Gardens, with the 
Department of Parks, Montgomery 
County. ❑ 
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Why Are Azaleas So Pest Prone And What 
Can We Do About It? 
Paula M. Leddy, Michael J. Raupp, and 

John A. Davidson 

Department of Entomology, University of Maryland 
College Park, Maryland 

These questions were posed to us as the topic for a presentation to the 
Azalea Society of America at the 1995 national meeting in Washington, D.C. In 
an attempt to address this question we have prepared the following article which 
focuses on the insect and mite pests of azaleas. We do not have the space or 
expertise to address problems related to diseases or cultural problems. 

To answer these questions required knowing how common and pest-prone 
azaleas are in home landscapes. Our studies of more than 300 landscapes in the 
Washington metropolitan area revealed that azaleas are by far the most common 
woody landscape plant. Of more than 100 species or cultivars of landscape 
plants, the genus Rhododendron (mostly azaleas) comprised almost 20% of the 
total number of plants found. We might then ask, relative to other plants, how 
pest-prone are azaleas? The answer to this question is somewhat surprising. 
With respect to woody landscape plants, the most pest-prone are those in the 
family Rosaceae. We found apples, roses, firethorns, and cherries to have the 
greatest frequency of insect and disease problems. Dogwoods also are quite pest 
prone in this region, as are plants in the genus Euonymus. Azaleas as a group are 
not the most pest-prone plants in our landscapes. However, because so many 
azaleas are planted relative to other species, the pests of azaleas are the major 
source of woody plant problems for landscapers in this area (1,2). 

What then are the major insect problems of azaleas in this area? Again, based 
on our information from home landscapes in the Washington metropolitan area, 
we found the most common insect pests of azaleas to be the azalea lace bug and 
weevils. We call these common, perennial pests "key pests" and will discuss the 
biology and management of these two pests in greater detail below. In addition, 
we found several other pests such as mites, whiteflies, caterpillars, bark scale, 
borers, and leaf miner. Secondary pests such as these are found less frequently 
and hence require less management than key pests. After examining the table 
that accompanies this article, you should have a better understanding of the 
biology and management of the key and secondary insect and mite pests of 
azaleas. 

The approach we use for managing insect and disease pests of azaleas is 
called integrated pest management (IPM). IPM is a decision-making process 
that considers the ecological and social aspects of pest control as well as 
economic ones. This concept is especially relevant now that concerns of 
groundwater and environmental contamination and pesticide misuse are the 
focus of public attention. Moreover, the IPM approach is a sound alternative 
to control programs that rely very heavily on the use of pesticides. Unwise 
pesticide use can foster the development of resistance by pests. Pesticides may 
have unwanted and unnecessary effects on beneficial organisms such as 
predators and parasites that help reduce pest populations. Programs developed 
at the University of Maryland during the past decade have taken the IPM 
approach from the domain of the farmer and demonstrated its effectiveness in  

several ornamental plant systems in-
cluding home grounds, parks, corpo-
rate landscapes, and commercial 
nurseries. 

Azalea growers require a sound 
game plan if an IPM program is to be 
effective in their landscape. First, 
they must have a thorough knowl-
edge of the pests of azaleas. The table 
below describes the identification, 
biology, detection, damage, and man-
agement of several common insect 
and mite pests of azaleas. 

You should also realize that dif-
ferent cultivars of azaleas differ widely 
in their susceptibility to several in-
sect pests. For example, the follow-
ing azalea cultivars differ in their 
relative resistance to attack by the 
azalea lace bug (Smith-Fiola 1995): 
cultivars of evergreen azaleas resis-
tant to lace bug feeding and oviposi-
tion include 'Cavalier', 'Dawn', 
'Dream', 'Elsie Lee', 'Eureka', 
'Macrantha', 'Marilee', 'Pink Fancy', 
'Pink Star', 'Red Wing', 'Salmon 
Pink', and 'Seigai'; cultivars moder-
ately resistant to oviposition include 
'Coral Bells', 'Jan Cochran', 'Karen', 
'Kathy', 'Mary Lynn', 'Nancy', and 
'Rachel'; very susceptible cultivars 
include 'Blaauw's Pink', `Gigi', 
`Girard's Rose', 'Gloria', 'Hershey's 
Pink', 'Hershey's Red', 'H. H. 
Hume', 'Mother's Day', 'Mrs. L.C. 
Fisher', 'Rosebud', and 'Sweetheart 
Supreme; deciduous azaleas least 
preferred (resistant) by lace bugs in-
clude Rhododendron canescens and R. 
prunifolium and those most preferred 
(susceptible) include R. alabamense. 
and R. calendulaceum. In asimilar way 
we know that cultivars of azaleas 
such as Snow Azaleas ('Mucronatum' 
= 'Ledifolia Alba' ) whose bud scales 
are sticky and leaves are hairy are the 
most susceptible to attack by the aza-
lea whitefly. Azalea growers can 
reduce problems and hence the need 
for pesticide use if they avoid plant-
ing more susceptible cultivars. Where 
these susceptible cultivars are de-
sired or if they are irreplaceable ele-
ments of a landscape, then growers 
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must focus their monitoring and 
management activities on these pest-
prone plants. 

Landscape design will have a 
major effect on the frequency and 
severity with which azaleas are at-
tacked. It has often been noted that 
azaleas grown in full sun are much 
more prone to infestation by the aza-
lea lace bug than those grown in the 
shade. The traditional explanation 
for this phenomenon was that shade 
loving azaleas placed in full sun were 
under physiological stress and pre-
disposed them to lace bug attack. 
Clever studies conducted here at the 
University of Maryland demonstrated 
that shade grown plants were actu-
ally a better food source for lace bugs 
than those grown in sun (3). To 
resolve this apparent conundrum we 
investigated several factors that might 
affect pest abundance in sunny and 
shady landscapes. We found that 
sunny landscapes tended to be archi-
tecturally simple, that is they lacked 
significant numbers of shrubs and 
overstory trees. In these landscapes 
populations of the azalea lace bug 
were often very high and damaging. 
In contrast, architecturally complex 
landscapes had almost no problems 
with lace bugs. We found that natu-
ral enemies, particularly generalist 
predators like spiders and crickets, 
were far more abundant in complex 
landscapes. Lace bugs placed on 
azaleas in complex landscapes were 
far less likely to survive than those 
found in simple ones. We believe 
that azalea growers significantly re-
duce problems caused by the azalea 
lace bug if they create and maintain 
diversity in their landscapes. A di-
verse landscape enhances the persis-
tence of many kinds of beneficial 
organisms by providing alternate food 
sources and refuges from their own 
natural enemies. It also reduces their 
exposure to unfavorable climatic 
conditions. 

An important step in all IPM 
programs is to have a plan for collect-
ing biological information on pest  

activity. We call this plan monitor-
ing. Monitoring is the regular in-
spection of the managed landscape 
to detect the presence of damaging 
insects, weeds, diseases, nematodes 
or other environmental conditions. 
Monitoring provides the information 
to pinpoint the location of pests and 
apply controls in the most efficacious 
and timely way. It also provides 
information on the presence and ac-
tivity of beneficial organisms that may 
eliminate the need for other controls. 
Monitoring also allows you to judge 
how effective previous controls have 
been. Monitoring is accomplished by 
visually inspecting plants, using trap-
ping devices such as pheromone 
traps, and may be facilitated by re-
cording environmental data such as 
temperature, rainfall, and humidity. 

If you detect a problem, you 
must go through a decision-making 
process that involves a minimum of 
the following considerations. First, 
is the problem severe enough now or 
does it have the potential later to 
cause true damage? Is control most 
efficacious at this time or would an-
other time be better? What is the best 
combination of control tactics that 
will provide results which are eco-
nomically and environmentally 
sound? Guidelines to assist in an-
swering these questions are provided 
in Table 1. 

Once the decision has been 
made to control a problem the pest 
manager combines one or more con-
trol tactics. These include the use of 
resistant plant materials, employing 
cultural or mechanical controls such 
as raking up infested leaves or prun-
ing out pests, applying chemical con-
trols such as insecticides, or utilizing 
biological control agents. 

Biological control is one of the 
most exciting and fascinating ap-
proaches to managing insect pests of 
azaleas. It has enormous potential 
for providing long term solutions to 
pest problems that are environmen-
tally and economically sound. Bio-
logical control is the use of predators,  

parasites (often called parasitoids), 
and pathogens to reduce pest popu-
lations below damaging levels. The 
goal of biological control is to lower 
pest densities to innocuous levels. 
This contrasts with the notion of eradi-
cation which implies the complete 
elimination of all pests at a site. Eradi-
cation is rarely achieved by any 
method of pest control including the 
use of pesticides. Furthermore, pest 
control through eradication is un-
stable even when it can be achieved 
because the landscape is often rap-
idly recolonized by pests from other 
locations which, in the absence of 
natural enemies, quickly increase and 
reach damaging levels. 

Biological control may be 
achieved in four general ways. First, 
natural enemies already found in the 
landscape may be conserved through 
management practices that favor their 
survival and reproduction. In many 
cases this can be accomplished by 
minimizing adverse effects associated 
with pesticide use. The adverse 
impact of pesticides on natural 
enemies can be reduced by the 
following methods: 

1. Check to see if natural enemies are 
present and active before 
considering any type of pesticide 
application. Look for the presence 
of natural enemies themselves or 
signs of their activities. 	For 
example, tiny wasps that attack 
azalea bark scales leave exit holes 
as they emerge from the scale. Look 
for these before you treat. 

2. Consider alternatives to pesticides 
whenever they are feasible. If other, 
non-chemical approaches are 
available and effective, use them 
whenever possible. For example, 
leaves infested with active or 
overwintering stages of the azalea 
leaf miner can be pruned or hand 
removed from azaleas and disposed 
of instead of sprayed. ,Azalea 
caterpillars can similarly be 
removed by hand. 

3. When pesticides are necessary use 
the smallest number of applications 
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possible. Apply pesticides only 
when there is clear need to do so. 
Make sure that the pest population 
is at a level great enough to harm or 
potentially reduce the vigor or 
aesthetic value of the plant. Also 
make sure that the pest population 
is in a developmental stage 
vulnerable to the pesticide. In 
general pupae, eggs, and adult 
insects are less susceptible to 
pesticides than larvae or nymphs. 
Smaller and younger larvae are 
usually easier to kill than older and 
larger ones. 

4. When applying pesticides, choose 
ones with short residuals, if 
possible. Whenever possible, 
substitute oils, soap applications, 
or microbial products, such as those 
that contain Bacillus thuringiensis, 
for synthetic pesticides. 	For 
example, studies at the University 
of Maryland demonstrated the 
efficacy of insecticidal soap and 
that of Orthene were comparable 
in reducing azalea lace bug 
populations. B. thuringiensis can be 
used to reduce azalea caterpillar 
populations. Pesticides with long 
residuals applied to foliage are 
usually more harmful to beneficial 
insect populations than short lived 
materials like oils and soaps. These 
do not last long in the environment 
and can affect natural enemies 
present only at the time of 
application. Natural enemies that 
move into the area later from other 
locations, or parasites that emerge 
from previously parasitized hosts 
in the area, are less likely to be 
affected by these materials than by 
insecticides with long periods of 
residual activity. 

5. Use granular formulations applied 
to the soil in place of foliar 
applications if possible when 
natural enemies are present. Adult 
parasites and all stages of predators 
are likely to be killed outright by 
foliar applications of most in-
secticides. In contrast, a systemic 
insecticide is less likely to kill 

natural enemies directly because 
residues will be in the plant, which 
is not eaten by natural enemies. 

6. Apply pesticides in parts of the 
season when natural enemies are 
not active such as the dormant 
season. This requires monitoring 
of natural enemy abundance in the 
landscape. 

7. Use reduced rates of pesticides 
when possible. Be careful with 
this approach because many 
jurisdictions mandate that pest-
icides be applied only as directed 
by the label, which means at a full 
rate. 

8. Apply pesticides only to infested 
plants and not to entire plantings 
or landscapes. This method is 
called a spot treatment. Spot 
treatments will help to maintain 
natural enemy refuges. 

Besides pesticides, other factors 
may interfere with natural enemies 
and their activities. These include 
excessive dust, overfertilization, and 
the presence of honeydew-collecting 
ants. Excessive dust on foliage in dry 
regions is often associated with 
outbreaks of scales, aphids, mites, 
and whiteflies because these pests are 
usually controlled by parasites or 
predators. Excessive fertilization is 
sometimes associated with outbreaks 
of pests such as mites and scales. 
Fertilization raises the amount of 
nitrogen in the foliage and thereby 
raises the reproductive rate of the 
pest population. This may act to help 
the pest population outpace its 
parasites or predators. 

Certain species of ants collect 
the honeydew produced by pests such 
as azalea whitefly and bark scale and 
actively defend the colonies of 
honeydew-producing insects from 
attack by parasites and predators. Ant 
baits or trunk sprays to control ants 
are effective ways to restore the ability 
of natural enemies to suppress pest 
populations. 

Methods to positively enhance 
natural enemies include the provision 
of alternative foods to maintain natural 
enemies when pests are scarce and 
creation and maintenance of in-field 
shelters or overwintering refuges. 
Several predators can utilize alter-
native food sources such as pollen to 
sustain them when prey are rare. 
Some predators such as adult flower 
flies and many families of parasites 
require alternative food sources such 
as nectar from flowers. Plants that 
provide nectar and pollen are very 
important in conserving natural 
enemies in landscapes. The diver-
sification of landscape plantings 
through the use of flowering annuals 
and perennials may facilitate biological 
control through conservation of 
natural enemies. Natural enemies 
often overwinter in leaf litter in 
sheltered sites near pest infested 
plants. If the litter under plants is 
raked up and removed, natural 
enemies may be removed or ex-
perience higher death rates in winter. 

Azalea Lace Bug — adults, nymphs and 
fecal droplets 

Adult predator of Azalea Lace Bug -
Japanese Plant Bug (Stethoconus 
japonicus) 

Photographs courtesy Paula M. Leddy 
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Table 1 AZALEA INSECT AND MITE PESTS 

   

        

        

Pest Name 	 I.D. and Biology Damage Symptoms Monitoring Techniques Management Strategies 

Azalea lace bug 	Adults are 1/8" long, wings are lacy 

Stephanitis pyrioides 	
with 2 grayish-brown cross bands. 
Nymphs are mostly black with 

...- 
.2 
 -41.  Ail 	• 	

spines. Eggs are inserted into the 

'''. 	 underside of the leaf and covered - r ;,,1!: 	' 	with black fecal droplets. There are 

°LEt(it.E. 	4 generations per year in MD and 
they overwinter as eggs in the leaves. 

Nymphs and adults suck chlorophyll 
from underside of leaves causing a 
course, white stippling on the top of 
leaves. Both stages deposit black 
fecal droplets that stick 	to the 
underside of the leaves. In heavy 
infestations plants may be killed, 
especially those in full sun. 

Check foliage for damage (stippling 
and black fecal spots) and lace bugs 
on plants in full sun beginning in late 
April and continuing throughout the 
summer. Check foliage for predator 
stages (Japanese plant bug and 

generalist predators). 

Plant azaleas in partial shade. Use 
resistant varieties.Insecticidal soap (short 
residual, contact insecticide) will give 
adequate control if sprayed on the 
underside of leaves for active stages. 
Systemic insecticide gives excellent control 
and can be sprayed on top of the foliage. 
Spot treat infested azaleas only. 

Azalea leafminer 	Adult 	moths are 	3/8" 	long, 

Caloptilia azaleella 

	

	
yellowish-brown, and stand at a 60° 
angle at rest onfoliage. Larvae are 
1/2" long and yellowish-brown. 
There are 2 generations a year which 
begin in May and July. Pupae 
overwinter in leaf mines. 

Young larvae form blotch mines, 
usually near the midrib of the leaf. 
Mature larvae curl the tips of leaves 
over with silk and feed inside the 
curled leaf. Large populations can 
cause leaf browning and premature 
leaf drop. 

Look for blotch mines of first 
generation in May. Curled leave tips 
in June indicate the completion of the 
first generation. Look for second gen- 
eration blotch mines in July. 	Shake 
plants in late June and August to 
make adults fly, and to estimate their 
numbers. 

Rake and destroy leaves from infested 
plants, especially in the 	fall (pupae 
overwinter in leaf mines). Hand remove 
mined or curled leaves. If numerous 
developing blotch mines are observed use 
a systemic insecticide in May. Evaluate the 
second generation and treat if necessary. 

Azalea whitefly 	Adults are 1/16" long with broad, 

Pealius azaleae 	 white wings. Nymphs are flat, 
yellowish-green, non-mobile, and 

..."-,s1 

	

	 resemble scale insects. All stages are 
on the underside of the leaf. 

Leaves become covered with sticky 
honeydew followed by black sooty 
mold. Terminal leaves cup first and 
leaves turn yellowish and appear 
wilted in heavy vehitefly infestations. 

Before flowering, shake terminals of 
azaleas to disrupt whiteflies. If adults 
are seen, examine the underside of 
several leaves to observe nymphs and 
estimate the size of the population. 
Look for beneficial insects or signs 
of parasite emergence. 

If infestations and damage are moderate and 
beneficials are present, spray the underside 
of leaves with horticultural oil or soap. 	If 
heavy infestations and damage are seen, 
spray infested azaleas with a residual 
insecticide. 

6. 

Azalea bark scale 	Adult females are 1/8" long and 

Eriococcus azaleae 	
begin secreting a white, felt-like egg 
sac in May. Nymphs are 1/16" long 
and are usually found in twig forks. 
There are 2 generations a year in MD 
and they overwinter as nymphs on 
bark. 

Azaleas will tolerate low levels of this 
scale without showing symptoms 
other than honeydew and sooty 
mold. Large populations may result 
in leaf yellowing and branch dieback. 
Continuous heavy infestations may 
kill plants in a few years. 

Look for white egg sacs in twig forks 
in May-June and honeydew and 
black sooty mold on leaves. Reddish 
crawlers settle on twigs in June-July. 
Look for holes in egg sacs indicating 
attack by predators and parasites, 
and 	for 	the 	beneficial 	insects 
themselves. 

If populations are low, damage is not 
severe, or beneficials are present, do not 
spray. Beneficials usually control this insect. 
If populations are severe, use a summer oil 
spray in July to kill second generation 
crawlers and/or a late dormant oil spray to 
kill overwintering nymphs. 

Black vine weevil 	Adults are 3/8" long, black with faint 
yellowish flecks on wings and 

Otiorhynchus sulcatus 	. 	 „ 	„ „ 
flightless. Larvae are 1/2 long, 	C 

# 	

ill 	

shaped, and legless, with brown 
heads. There is 1 generation a year 
and larvae overwinter in soil. 

Adults chew leaf margins causing a 
notched 	appearance. 	Heavy 
infestations may defoliate small infestations 	

. 

shrubs. Adults feed at night. Larvae 
feed on roots and may 'girdle at the 
crown of the plant resulting in plant 
death. 

Look for notched leaves beginning in 
June. 	Interior leaves usually show 
the most damage. Pit fall traps, 
placed in the soil under damaged 
plants, will catch night feeding 
weevils. Look for larvae on roots of 
wilting plants with notched leaves. 

Use a foliar insecticide in mid-June when 
adult damage is objectionable. Soil drenches 
for larvae with a labeled insecticide are 
effective for potted plants but not for 
landscape plants. Insect killing nematodes 
are available. Studies show they have been 
effective for potted plants. 

Twobanded Japanese 	Adults are 3/16" long, brownish with 

	

weevil 	 two dark colored bands across wing 
covers. Larvae are 1/4" long, "C" 

Callirhopalus bifasciatus 	shaped, and legless, with brown 

	

r. 	 heads. There is 1 generation a year i, 

	

..f 	 and all stages may overwinter in soil. 
• 4.  

They attack several host plants. 
81.0 
or 

Adults chew notches in leaf margins. 
I leavy infestations may defoliate 
small shrubs. Adults feed during the 
day. Larvae feed on roots and may 
cause stunting, wilting, and even kill 
small shrubs. 

look for notching on lower leaves 
beginning in June. 	Adults drop to 
the ground when the plant is 
disturbed making them difficult to 
find. Place a tray under damaged 
shrubs to find cryptic adults that 
dropped. 

Adults feed 2-3 weeks before laying eggs. 
Spray foliage with a labeled insecticide 
when damage begins in mid-June. Repeat 
in 3 weeks if fresh damage is found. Soil 
drenches for larvae are effective for potted 
plants. 

	

Rhododendron borer 	Adult moths are  1/4" long. The 

Synanthedon rhododendri 	wings are mostly clear and the body 
black with three gold abdominal 
bands. Fully grown larvae are about 
1/2" long and white with a brown 
head and 5 pairs of short ventral 

Cr•" 	prolegs. There is one generation a ei 	- 	'  
year and larvae ovcrwinter in 
branches. 

The boring activities of larvae in 
branches may cause the bark to crack 
and reveal tunnels and frass. Heavy 
infestations girdle and cause wilting 
and eventual branch dieback. 

Look for wilting leaves and dieback. 
('rune off suspect branches and 
dissect them longitudinally to see if 
larvae are present. Pheromone traps 
may be used to determine the flight 
and egg laying period. 

Prune out and destroy wilting branches in 
late summer or early spring. 	Hang a 
pheromone trap in mid-May, and spray a 
recommended insecticide on branches 
when first males are trapped, usually about 
mid-June. 

Southern red mite 	Adults are tiny, reddish in color 

Oligonychus ilicis 	with 8 legs. They overwinter as eggs 
on the underside of leaves. Several 
generations occur a year with most 
activity occurring in the spring and 
fall. They prefer broad-leaved 
evergreens in the F.ricaceae and 

0 	Aqui foliaceae families. 

White stippling of the upper surface 
of the foliage. lower leaf surface 
appears dusty due to the numerous 
egg shells and shed skins. 

From April-June and September- 
November look for stippling and 
mite stages on the lower surface of 
the leaves. If stippling is noticed tap 
branch over a white piece of paper 
and count mites and beneficials. 
From November-April look for red 
overwintering eggs on the lower 
leave surface. 

When an average of 10 or more mites can 
be tapped from sampled terminals, or if 10% 
or more of the foliage is stippled and mites 
are present, spray underside of foliage with 
horticultural oil or insecticidal soap. If 
overwintering eggs are numerous use a 
dormant oil spray on the lower surface of 
leaves. 

	

Azalea caterpillar 	Adult are 1" long brown moths. 

Datana major 	 Mature larvae are 2.5" long with 
reddish brown legs, head, and 

• "neck". The body is black with rows 

	

WI !VW. 	' 	of white spots. Larvae feed from late 

	

WV 7  WO 	summer through early fall and there 
is I generation per year. 

Caterpillars feed together when young 
and tend to disperse as they mature. 
Defoliation of entire branches, and 
even plants, may occur in large 
populations. 

look for black caterpillars with white 
spots whenever azalea are defoliated 
from late summer through fall. 

Hand pick caterpillars when populations are 
low. Spray with Bt (Bacillus thurengiensis) if 
caterpillars are numerous and less than 
3/4" long. Spray residual insecticide if 
caterpillars are larger. 
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If existing natural enemies are 
too scarce or appear too late to prevent 
damage, extra parasites or predators 
can be released at the site to augment 
existing natural enemies. Some types 
of parasites and predators are 
commercially reared or collected in 
large numbers and can be purchased 
and released at sites where pest control 
is needed. This approach may be 
used to increase natural enemy 
numbers when pests are present or to 
inoculate a system with natural 
enemies earlier than would otherwise 
occur. Lady beetles have been used 
to reduce aphid populations on 
landscape plants. However, nothing 
is known about the efficacy of 
augmentative releases for control of 
azalea pests. Azalea enthusiasts 
should use this approach with caution 
until a great deal more is known about 
the environmental and biological 
factors that make this approach 
predictable and reliable. 

Applications of formulated 
pathogens or nematodes may be made 
against some pests instead of synthetic 
pesticides. Microbes such as bacteria 
and nematodes are packaged 
commercially and applied in a manner 
similar to that used for conventional 
pesticides. One of the most exciting 
new groups of microbial insecticides 
available for use in the landscape is 
the entomopathogenic nematodes. 
Nematodes are microscopic round-
worms that occur in a wide variety of 
habitats including the soil. Several 
species attack a wide variety of insect 
larvae and are thereby beneficial. Once 
mixed with water the nematodes can 
be applied to the bark of trees or to soil 
as drenches or through conventional 
sprayers. For the past several years, 
we have evaluated nematodes as 
biological control agents for a variety 
of boring and foliar feeding cat-
erpillars. To date our results are very 
encouraging. We have used nema-
todes applied to the bark of trees to 
control dogwood borers on flowering 
dogwood, peach tree borers in cherry 
laurel, and banded ash borer on green 
ash. Although we have not evaluated 
this technique for managing rhodo-
dendron borer, this may be a 
promising approach for this pest. We  

have had limited success using 
nematodes to control black vine weevil 
in landscape settings. However, 
nematodes provide good control of 
this pest in containerized azaleas. We 
believe nematodes will be important 
tools in managing a variety of pests in 
landscape settings and nurseries. 

If the pest is a species introduced 
from a foreign land, such as azalea 
lace bug, and lacks effective natural 
enemies, new biological control agents 
may be introduced from other 
locations. This approach is called 
importation or classical biological 
control. 

An example of importation 
occurred when a biological control 
agent of the azalea lace bug was 
accidentally introduced with azaleas 
from Asia. This agent, called the 
Japanese plant bug (Stethoconus 
japonicus), attacks azalea lace bug 
nymphs and adults.It is most common 
on azaleas with high populations of 
lace bugs. However, its ability to 
reduce lace bug populations in 
landscape settings is unknown. 
Clearly, biological control is one of the 
most promising new areas of pest 
management for azalea growers 
practicing IPM. While much research 
remains to be done before these 
approaches are predictable and 
reliable, we are convinced that 
biological control will continue to 
increase in importance. 

The final component of IPM is an 
evaluation plan. Among other things, 
this plan allows you to determine the 
biological outcome of controls, the 
effectiveness of activities such as 
monitoring and control tactics and 
the overall value of your management 
activities. 

In summary, the belief that 
azaleas are very pest prone is not 
entirely accurate. 	Azaleas are 
moderately pest prone in this area. 
Because they are so widely planted 
they represent a disproportionate 
amount of the pest problems en-
countered in the landscape. By 
planting azaleas in complex, shaded 
sites in soils well suited for ericaceous 

plants, many problems including 
those caused by lace bugs will be 
reduced. Developing an IPM plan 
based on a knowledge of pest biology, 
monitoring, decision-making, and 
alternative control tactics will enable 
azalea enthusiasts to grow and 
maintain beautiful, healthy plants, 

Greater detail on ideas sum-
marized here has been published in a 
variety of sources. A few of these 
resources are listed below. 

Resistant Plant Materials 

Pest Resistant Ornamental Plants 
by Deborah Smith-Fiola, Rutgers 
Cooperative Extension, 1623 
Whitesville Road, Toms River, NJ 
08755. 

Biological Control 

Biological Control of Insect and Mite 
Pests of Woody Landscape Plants by 
Michael J. Raupp, Roy G. Van 
Driesche, and John A. Davidson, 
Agricultural Duplicating Service, 6200 
Sheridan Street, Riverdale, MD 20737. 

Landscape IPM 

Landscape IPM: Guidelines for IPM 
of Insect and Mite Pests on Landscape 
Trees and Shrubs by John A. Davidson 
and Michael J. Raupp, Agricultural 
Duplicating Service, 6200 Sheridan 
Street, Riverdale, MD 20737. 
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The National Arboretum Azaleas—A Four-
Year Retrospective 
Barbara Bullock 
U.S. National Arboretum, Washington, District of Columbia 

"The Glenn Dale Azalea Hillside planting, without question, is 
one of the major visitor attractions at the U. S. National Arboretum. 
During peak flowering--the last week in April through the first 
week in May--up to 40,000 visitors a day have visited the grounds 
on weekends." 

These words began the article I wrote for the Friends of the National 
Arboretum (FONA) newsletter in May, 1991. Being new at the Arboretum, I felt 
overwhelmingly proud to be associated with this famous display. However, my 
next sentence went on to say: 

"Many of our visitors eventually ask themselves, 'What has 
happened to this azalea collection?' Upon closer observation, the 
collection seems to be getting swallowed by invasive woody vines. 
The azaleas were being buried alive!" 

After my first year at the U.S. National Arboretum, I came to realize why 
the Hillside plantings of azaleas on Mt. Hamilton had not been maintained. It 
had a great deal to do with how little was then known about its origins. Very few 
people remained who had any knowledge of its background. All of the National 
Arboretum plant collections need justification for their development and existence. 
Policies governing these collections focus on research or educating the visitor or 
both. The Hillside planting—the result of research done a half-century earlier 
with no known map identifying the plants—did not have the documentation 
needed to justify an intense investment of labor. 

Since labor was short, I focused my attention on obtaining and maintaining 
collections of important groups of hybrid azaleas known for their hardiness, good 
growth, and excellent flowering characteristics in the Washington, DC, area. 
The very extensive azalea collections (approximately 30 acres) of the U.S. 
National Arboretum consist of the Morrison Garden, the Frederic P. Lee Garden, 
the Azalea Loop between the Morrison and Lee Gardens, and the planting of the 
side on Mt. Hamilton (elevation 240 ft). Many of the hybrids are located between 
the B. Y. Morrison and F.P. Lee Gardens, in the area known as the Azalea Loop. 
Of course, completing the collection of the Glenn Dale hybrid azaleas, developed 
and named by the Arboretum's first Director, Benjamin Yoe Morrison (B. Y. 
Morrison), remained my most important objective. 

At the same time, I began piecing together bits of information relating to the 
history of the planting from a few individuals, a few old photographs, and 
whatever old files remained. Most of what we now know could not have been 
obtained if not for the diligent research of Azalea Society of America members 
Richard (Dick) West and William (Bill) Miller. 

As more and more information became available on the plants that 
Morrison had placed on Mt. Hamilton, the need for restoration of the area 
became increasingly apparent. The Glenn Dale plantings on the Hillside of Mt. 
Hamilton are a far more valuable resource at the National Arboretum than had 
been realized for several decades past. We now know that the Hillside planting 
includes many (maybe all) of the named Glenn Dale azaleas planted among the  

unnamed plants Morrison had 
selected for further study. This is 
important, because these are original 
plants. Thus, in addition to the on-
going effort to establish new plantings 
of major hybrid groups, and to restore 
the formal Morrison and Lee Gardens, 
recovery of the Glenn Dale Hillside 
plantings was undertaken. 

The Morrison Garden 

First, I will describe our work on 
the Morrison Garden. The Morrison 
Garden, dedicated May 4, 1954, was 
designed specifically for the display 
of the named Glenn Dale hybrid 
azaleas. Beginning in January, 1991, 
I started cleaning up and restoring 
the Morrison Garden. I initiated 
during my first winter what turned 
out to be a four-year project to reduce 
the height of some 2,000 English 
boxwood (Buxus sempervirens 
'Suffruticosa') in hedges lining the 12 
azalea beds within its walls. The 
slow-growing English boxwoods had 
grown to over three feet in height, 
dwarfing the Glenn Dale azaleas that 
were on display. Today the hedges 
are 18 inches high and are sheared 
every February. 

Original Glenn Dale azalea 
cuttings were obtained through the 
Ten Oaks - Glenn Dale distribution 
program organized by Dick West and 
Bill Miller. The first 42 cultivars were 
planted inside the Morrison Garden 
in April, 1995. During the summer of 
1991, a volunteer cleaned up the 
western wall of the garden which was 
thick with overgrowth. This volunteer, 
Steve Kish, is responsible for trimming 
up all the dawn redwoods and 
hemlocks, pulling out the vines, and 
reducing the American boxwoods 
(Buxus 'Arborescens') by cutting them 
back halfway in order to open up the 
view into the woods above. Since this 
proved to be such an improvement, 
we next fixed the steps leading up the 
Hillside. This gave us the first glimpse 
we had into the tremendous massed 
azalea planting to the south-west for 
which we had little or no information 
at the time. 
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Morrison Garden in 1994 
effort, I 

Volunteer Crew in April 1994 

By the spring of 1994, the 
Morrison Garden again attained an 
air of formality intended by the people 
who created and dedicated this garden 
to B. Y. Morrison. 

The Glenn Dale Azalea Hillside 

Restoration of the azaleas above 
the Morrison Garden began during 
the fall of 1992 through the willingness, 
dedication, and persistence of 
additional volunteers. Once the 
azaleas above the Morrison Garden's 
western wall were cleaned up and 
mapped, the five core volunteers 
(known affectionately as the "Azalea 
Corps") continued their pattern of 
restoration onto the Azalea Hillside 
proper (the famous massed planting). 
These people (Jean Cox, Frank Daspit, 
Rita Pasztor, Ted Munter, and Jim 
Schmitt) began what seemed to be the 
impossible task of restoring the  

magnificent hillside of azaleas. Joined 
in 1994 by Gordon Hagen, they spent 
one day a week the year round digging 
vines, cutting deadwood, nursing bee 
stings, scratching poison ivy rashes, 

trimming trees, and 
hauling out pile after pile 
of debris. By the spring of 
1995, three and one-half 
years later, we could 
actually say that goal of 
initial vine removal from 
the seven-acre hillside had 
been achieved, and that 
all of the surviving azaleas 
on the Hillside were on 
their way to recovery for 
the first time in over two 
decades. During this 

was the only staff member 
involved, and we worked only one 
day per week. My two paid staff were 
focused on improving and main-
taining the Azalea Loop area, the Lee 
Garden and the Morrison Garden. 
Today, restoration continues on the 
Hillside on Tuesdays throughout the 
year. 

When I started working with 
volunteers in the Azalea Collections, 
I had no idea that the vines entangling 
these azaleas could be removed in 
three and one-half years (originally I 
thought it would take longer). The 
five volunteers who began the clean 
up of the Mt. Hamilton azaleas in the 
fall of 1992 have stayed with the 
restoration project the entire time. 

Much remains 
to be said about the 
Glenn Dale azaleas 
and the future of 
the Hillside, now 
correctly known as 
the Glenn Dale 
Azalea Hillside. 
During the three 
and one-half year 
restoration of the 
Hillside, numerous 
original labels were 
unearthed among 
the azaleas. These 
labels are the direct  

link needed for tracing this famous 
display planting to B. Y. Morrison's 
federally sanctioned hybridizing 
project that lasted over 22 years at 
Glenn Dale, Maryland. These labels 
carry "Bell numbers", which were 
used exclusively at the Glenn Dale 
Research Station to track the plant 
materials in research projects there. 

It is now known with certainty 
that the Hillside azaleas represent 
approximately 1,200 of B. Y. 
Morrison's best selections at the time 
of World War II. Around 1942 
Morrison's propagator, Albert Close, 
arranged to have these 1,200 selections 
reproduced in groups of 12 (some as 
many as 60) and during the spring of 
1946, Morrison and several others 
planted the southern slope of Mt. 
Hamilton at the National Arboretum 
with over 15,000 azaleas in very 
distinct rows, covering about seven 
acres. With the passage of time, the 
plants grew and their branches 
intermingled. Vines such as honey-
suckle, grape and poison ivy intruded, 
and the form of the planting was 
obscured. And, of course, labels were 
lost. 

In early 1991 I met both Dick 
West and Bill Miller. Their unique 
interest in the Glenn Dale azaleas 
brought them to the U. S. National 
Arboretum and the three of us pieced 
together the fascinating history of the 
Hillside azalea planting. Details of 
the origin of the Glenn Dale azaleas is 
given in the March, 1992 issue of THE 
AZALEAN: The Massed Glenn Dale 
Azaleas on Mt. Hamilton: A Valuable 
Collection at The National Arboretum, 
West, Miller, and Bullock. 

This year, the Friends of the 
National Arboretum provided funding 
for an intern to work on mapping the 
Azalea Hillside and tagging the labeled 
plants. Funding for internships is 
provided through private donations, 
fund raisers (such as the Rare Plant 
Auction and the Clambake) and by 
membership dues for the Friends of 
the National Arboretum. 
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In the spring of 1993, we installed 
the first signs to inform the public of 
the importance of the Glenn Dale 
Azalea Hillside. The next spring we 
installed a box on the top of Mt. 
Hamilton to hold an Azalea Walk 
brochure. By the winter of 1994-95, 
over 30 labels bearing Bell numbers 
had been found buried on or near the 
azaleas. These labels, which 
originated in Glenn Dale, Maryland, 
hold the key to positively identifying 
the azalea groups on Mt. Hamilton. 
For example, the label "B-32453", as 
shown by the research of Dick West 
and Bill Miller, has been positively 
identifies as 	Rhododendron simsii 
'Yeung Shaan hung', one of the pollen 
parents of the Glenn Dale azaleas. 
George Waters, the intern this year, 
has tagged several Bell-numbered 
selections along with two later Glenn 
Dale selections, 'Cantabile' and 
'Fanfare'. His work would not have 
been possible without the progress of 
clean-up made by the volunteers. I 
might not have been able to sustain 
the volunteers' interest in this project 
if it had not been for the information 
on the origin and horticultural value 
of this planting passed back and forth 
among Dick West, Bill Miller, and 
myself. 

Many unique flower types have 
been seen in the massed planting. 
Hopefully, we will soon know most of 
their origins and be able to make this 
information available to the public. 

The Frederic P. Lee Garden 

Present at the Morrison Garden 
dedication in 1954 was Frederic P. 
Lee, author of The Azalea Book (printed 
in 1958 by D. Van Nostrand Company, 
Inc., Princeton, N.J., for the American 
Horticultural Society). The Azalea Book 
was well received by the public, then 
hungering for any information on the 
fantastic new ornamental garden 
shrubs. 

Lee, a prominent Bethesda 
lawyer and an avid horticulturist, 
served as chairman of the National 
Arboretum's Advisory Council for  

over 20 years. The Council made 
annual reports to Congress in support 
of the mission of the National 
Arboretum. As a lawyer, Lee knew 
how to speak to Congress. The 
combination of his interests and 
profession served the National 
Arboretum well. The Lee Azalea 
Garden was dedicated to F. P. Lee in 
April, 1971. This garden contains 
mainly Satsuki and late-blooming 
azaleas. The garden has a free-form 
shaped pond, which I later learned, 
was nothing like F. P. Lee's own 
rectangular pond. In 1991, I met Jack 
Cardon, a former law partner of F.P. 
Lee, who told me much about this 
man. Jack had volunteered in the 
azalea gardens in the past; he now is 
a volunteer in the Arboretum's Bonsai 
Collections. 

The Lee Garden pond in 1992 
was little more than a sink hole 
collecting run-off and sediment. Water 
was seeping into the planting bed 
below through its porous liner. This 
made the planting bed below 
inhospitable for the growth of azaleas. 

In late September, 1993, we 
began to rebuild the Lee Garden pond. 
Leadership for the project was 
provided by borrowed Friendship 
Garden gardener, Doug Rowley. My 
two part-time assistants, Alan Peck 
and Emma Gordon, Doug, myself 
and machine back-up by Facilities 
Unit workhorse Pete Fisher, did all 
the work. It took us over eight months-
32 cubic yards of top soil, about 27 
cubic yards of sand, over 20 tons of 
stone donated by the Asian Valley 
staff, and an $800.00 donation to 
purchase a 40-mil liner needed to 
complete the project. 

By April, 1994, the Lee Garden 
looked like a disaster area. It had to be 
closed to visitors for the entire spring 
due to excessive mud, tractor tracks, 
and boulders strewn about. That 
summer we set the final stones, 
rototilled and finally reseeded the 
turf by August 1994. The seepage 
problem below the pond was now 
corrected and the Lower Lee bed could  

be planted. In April, 1995, Phil 
Normandy, horticulturist for Brook-
side and McCrillis Gardens donated 
40 Satsuki hybrid azaleas which had 
been growing for over ten years. They 
are now nestled happily in an informal 
rock-garden style bed below the Lee 
Garden Pond. 

Among the unusual companion 
plants to be seen in the Azalea 
Collections are Chinese Lacebark Pine 
(Pinus bungeana), a multitude of native 
dogwoods, including an unusual 
double-flowering dogwood, (Corn us 
'Pluribracteata') and the oldest grove 
of dawn redwoods (Metasequoia 
glyptostroboides) on the Arboretum 
grounds. 

Inspiration for the improvements 
to the Azalea Collections began with 
my February 1992 visits to the Morris 
Arboretum, the Scott Arboretum, and 
Winterthur. The National Arboretum 
has several areas where azaleas are 
overgrown and are planted on fairly 
steep slopes on Mt. Hamilton. These 
Pennsylvania gardens dealt with steep 
slopes by using retaining walls (Scott), 
brick or stone drainage ditches 
(Winterthur and the Morris), the 
restoration of old azalea gardens 
(Winterthur, Morris and Scott). 

In the summer of 1992, we 
installed our first two-hundred-foot 
drainage swale using bricks stored at 
the old brickyard site. Then in the fall 
of 1992, we rebuilt the retaining wall 
on the north end of the Morrison 
Garden. We installed steps leading 
from Eagle's Nest Road to the north 
entrance of the Morrison Garden in 
August 1993. 

In the fall of 1992, we rerouted 
the first of two steep trails. The 
present alignment of this trail, known 
as the "The Upper Switchback", now 
reduces the amount of run-off 
reaching the trails below. This was 
the first in a series of projects to slow 
the run-off of storm water, a perennial 
problem in the Azalea Loop area. 
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In January, 1993, we had a 
donation from the Men's Garden Club 
of Montgomery County to install a 
stone retaining wall. Located just 
above the Lee Garden, this attractive 
wall now supports the lower edge of 
a road which was badly eroding away. 

In February, 1993, we began the 
"Lower Switchback" or the "Capitol 
Columns" entrance to the Loop Area 
Collections. This project took over 
one year to complete while working 
on other related projects. We built 
retaining walls along both sides of 
this trail using nine truck loads of 
stones excavated by hand from the 
edge of an old field at the Beltsville 
Agricultural Research Center. We 
now have a beautiful, gently graded 
entrance trail into the center of the 
Azalea Loop area, halfway between 
the Lee and the Morrison Gardens. 
You are invited to stop by for a visit. 
You will be pleased at the results. The 
number of volunteer gardeners has 
increased. A revised check list of 
some of our azalea hybrid collections 
will be forthcoming. Others com-
panion plants are being added to 
enhance seasons other than spring. 
New directional signs to guide visitord 
through the various trails are planned 
for installation in the future. 

Photoghaphs by the author 

Barbara L. Bullock has a Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Horticulture with a 
specialization in Landscape Design as well 
as a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree from the 
University of Maryland. Ms. Bullock 
came to her current position as Curator of 
the Azalea Collections at the U.S. National 
Arboretum with over ten years of experience 
in the nursery and garden center industry 
(with specific training in nursery crop 
production) and love of the outdoors and 
working with people. Barbara has held 
this position since July 1990,   and has been 
a member of the Brookside Gardens Chapter 
of the Azalea Society of America since 
May 1991. Inquiries and comments 
concerning this article or other perinent 
questions can be made by calling Barbara 
at (202)245-4511.0 

	Azalea Calendar 1995 - 	 

September 16 Ben Morrison Chapter Meeting at 2:00PM 

September 26 Dallas Chapter Meeting at 7:00PM at DABS 

October 2 	Brookside Gardens Chapter Meeting at Davis Library 

October 15 	Deadline for receiving material (articles, advertisements, and 
chapter news) for the December issue of THE AZALEAN 

October 24 	Dallas Chapter Meeting at 7:00PM at DABS 

October 28 Washington, DC area chapters invited to joint Northern 
Virginia ASA Chapter—Potomac Valley Chapter ARS meeting 
with focus on Asian influence on gardens to be held at Far 
East Resturant in Betheseda, MD. For reservations call 
(703) 830-2656 

October 29 	Richmond, Virginia Chapter Plant Auction 

December 4 Brookside Gardens Chapter Meeting at Davis Library 

1996 

January 15 	Deadline for receiving material (articles, advertisements and 
chapter news) for the March issue of THE AZALEAN 

March 28-30 ASA Annual Meeting and Convention, Dallas, Texas 

Letter to the Editor 

I am very interested in propogating the 'Sports' that occur frequently on many 
of our Satsuki related hybrids. Not wishing to misname or rename any of them, 
I have a need to know the registered varietal names, if they exist, of any or all of 
the listed varietal sports/selfs. In addition, if documentation exists spe 	cifically 
oriented to defining registered names of 'SPORTS', I'd like to know the source. 
Thank you. Here's my list: 

Parent Plant 
	

Color & Sport Description 
'NIJI' 
	

Orange Sport w/frequent Darker Stripes 
'AIKOKU' 
	

Shirofukurin 
'ISSHO-NO-HARU' 
	

Shirofukurin 
'CONVERSATION PIECE' Shirofukurin 
'MEICHO' 
	

Orange Red Sport 
'GYOKUSHIN' 
	

Light Purple Pink Sport 
`JOGA' 
	

Light Purple Pink Sport 

Sincerely, 
AZALEA SUNSET 
Bill McDavit 
674 Sunset Lakes Blvd., SW 
Sunset Beach, NC 28468 
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"BROYHILL WALKING PARK"-A NEW 
HOME FOR THE GLENN DALES 

-mut  

Keith and Wanda Suddreth 
Patterson, North Carolina 

The Glenn Dale Azalea collection is an exciting addition to western North 

Carolina, and the city of Lenoir. We became involved in the project after 
approximately five years of collecting and propagating azaleas and rhododendrons 
for our home garden. In order to afford the plants for such a large project, 
consisting of approximately three acres, we installed a greenhouse, watering 
system, and cold frames, and began to propagate plants by cuttings, seed and 
layering. 

With our home garden project well underway, we read with interest the 
article "Ten Oaks Glenn Dale Project" in THE AZALEAN, March 1993. The 
article, by Richard T. West and William C. Miller III, outlined the distribution 
plan and cooperator requirements. After submitting a resume of our capabilities 
and a letter confirming the partnership with the Broyhill Walking Park, we 
received notification confirming we were included in the group of ten cooperators 
selected for the distribution. We think we were the only amateur gardeners 
included in the selection. 

The Broyhill Walking Park, located in Lenoir, North Carolina, is a lovely old 
municipal park. The land was given to the City of Lenoir more than 50 years ago 
by Mr. T. H. Broyhill, brother of furniture magnate, Mr. Ed Broyhill. The late 
Mr. Ed Broyhill, along with his son Paul, built Broyhill Furniture Industries into 
the largest privately owned furniture manufacturing company in America. 
Another son, Mr. James E. Broyhill, served North Carolina in the United States 
House of Representatives and the United States Senate for more than 26 years. 

A complete renovation of the park was completed last year, including the 
addition of new restroom facilities, a concert building with observation decks 
over the lake, all new shrubbery, new landscaping with spring planting of 
hundreds of annual flowers, paved walkways, new parking facilities, lighting 
and security personnel. All renovations were paid for by the Lenoir Parks and 
Recreation Commission with matching funds from the Broyhill Family Foundation 
at a cost of more than two million dollars. 

Hundreds of people visit the park 
each day, from early morning to late 
evening. With the paved walkways, 
lighting, and security , young and old 
alike find an ideal environment for 
exercise, fellowship and general 
relaxation. The park has been used 
for dozens of wedding ceremonies 
since the renovation, the ceremonies 
usually taking place at the Japanese 
Pagoda overlooking the quarry pond. 

The Park is currently managed 
by a committee headed by Mr. Paul 
Broyhill. Paul, as most people call 
him, although not now connected 
with the furniture business, continues 
to manage the Broyhill Family 
Foundation and provides both 
financial support and leadership to a 
wide range of community and regional 
needs, the most recent being the 
development of the new J. E. Broyhill 
Civic Center in Lenoir. 

Recently, an area of the Walking 
Park set aside for the Glenn Dale 
Azalea Collection was established (see 
map). The entrance to the Glenn Dale 
Azalea Garden has wide native stone 
steps leading up from the main park 
walkway. The azalea area overlooks 
the waterfall, Japanese bridge and 
pagoda, just across the pond. 

The first plants of the Glenn Dale 
distribution project, now two years 
old, should be ready to transplant in 
the Walking Park by the fall planting 
season. Work to be done prior to 
planting include developing the 
design of the azalea garden which 
includes walking paths, planting beds, 
rest areas, grass and companion 
plants. We will solicit participation 
from local garden clubs and other 
azalea enthusiasts in developing the 
design, companion plant selection, 
and the planting of the garden. 

Mr. Paul Broyhill in commenting 
about the project said, "The Glenn 
Dale Azalea Collection will contribute 
to our objective to make the Broyhill 
Walking Park as beautiful as any park 
in the world."O 
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• Articles on regional cultural 
problems and solutions Roundtable Discussion on THE AZALEAN 

Robert W. Hobbs 
North Beach, Maryland 

in order to maintain and improve the ability of the Azalea Society of America 
to achieve its goals of promoting interest and exchange of knowledge of the 
azalea, and to study the principles of hybridization, propagation, culture and 
care of azaleas, the editor of THE AZALEAN led a panel discussion as part of 
the 1995 convention and annual meeting. Since the Society's quarterly journal, 
THE AZALEAN, is the main means of communication within the society, it is 
essential that material published in THE AZALEAN supports these goals. The 
discussion focussed on general content, subjects for articles, the need for regular 
columns, format, and how to inspire contributors to the Journal. 

The panel discussion was held on Thursday evening, May 4, 1995, the first 
night of the convention, with the editor acting as moderator. The three panelists 
were: 

Nick Milfeld, nurseryman, Riverside, CA 

Murray Sheffield, azalea hobbyist, Wetumpka, AL 

Gene Westlake, professional horticulturist, Dallas, TX 

These panelists represented a wide range of interest and growing conditions. 

Each of the three panelists made brief presentations to answers three 
questions posed by the moderator: 

(1) What is good about THE AZALEAN? 

(2) What changes would improve THE AZALEAN? 

(3) What should be specifically addressed in articles in THE AZALEAN? 

The presentations were followed by comments from the audience. Most of 
those attending the Convention remained in the room and many became 
participants in the discussion through their thoughtful and helpful comments. 

A summary of the discussions is as follows: In general, the participants 
(panel and audience) seemed satisfied with THE AZALEAN and its contents. A 
desire for the use of more color photographs was expressed. Several subjects for 
future directions include: 

• Articles on commercial growing 

• Articles on species groups in other subgenera of Rhododendrons including R. 
vireya 

• Articles on recently developed hybrid groups--Holly Springs, Carla, Huang 
and new varieties in older hybrid groups 

• Republication of articles of import-
ance from previous issues of THE 
AZALEAN and short items of 
special interest from other 
periodicals and books 

• Regional "bulletin boards" section 

• A "Question and Answer" column 

• Articles on cultural basics, such as 

when to fertilize, etc. 

• New product reviews 

• Articles on "azalea personalities" 

• Articles on hybridizing 

• Procedures on preparing azaleas 

for flower shows 

• Questions without immediate 

answers, i.e., who knows where 

to get 	or how to solve 

the problem of 	 

• Characteristics of azaleas not 

commonly discussed, i.e., does 

a particular form of flower last 

longer than others? 

In other words—lots of good ideas! 
A few even volunteered to write 
articles. Members, get out your pen 
and paper, or fire-up your computer! 
Send your questions, requests, 
observations to the Editor, 737 Walnut 
Avenue, North Beach, MD 20714-
9644. As you can tell from the list, 
members would like to know your 
personal experiences in all aspects of 
azalea culture. A complete article' is 
best, of course, but just your questions 
and observations are of interest to 

readers of THE AZALEAN.CI 
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ASA NEW MEMBERS 
AT-LARGE MEMBERS 

Anna & W. Gary Becker 
8806 Ray Nash Court 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335 
PHONE: (206) 265-2796 

James D. Clarke 
341 Potomac Avenue 
Terre Haute, IN 47803-1663 

John & Margaret Hammond 
51 Sandy Lane, Prestwich 
Manchester 
ENGLAND M25 9RD 
PHONE: (0161) 773-5921 

Dr. Jules Hirsch 
1230 York Avenue 
New York, NY 10021-6399 

Mrs. Robin McKay 
15 Villa Vista 
Novato, CA 94947 

Jessica & Daniel McCloskey 
85 S Route 73 
Hammonton, NJ 08037 
PHONE: (609) 567-5545 

David A. Lorenzo 
282 Harmony Drive 
Massapequa, NY 11762 

Thomas A. Pappas 
12321 Tilbury Lane 
Bowie, MD 20715 
PHONE: (301) 262-0361 

James W. Schneider 
8 Forrest Lane 
Conway, AR 72032 
PHONE: (501) 329-3653 

Tice-Joanie Shields 
1149 Pleasant Ridge Road 
Greensboro, NC 27409 
PHONE: (910) 668-7767 

Mark R. Wright 
16592 Sunray Road 
Tallahassee, FL 32308 
PHONE: (904) 893-1119 

BEN MORRISON CHAPTER 
Anna Grisso 
226 Harbor Drive 
Lusby, MD 20657 
PHONE: (410) 326-2838 

Dave & Eileen Holm 
1630 Sixes Road 
Prince Frederick, MD 20678 
PHONE: (410) 535-5970 

Robert D. Hunton 
2912 Johnson Drive 
Davidsonville, MD21035-1210 
PHONE: (410) 956-2555 

John N. Trudell 
566 Williamsburg Lane 
Odenton, MD 21113-2037 
PHONE: (410) 672-0179 

BROOKSIDE GARDENS 
CHAPTER 

Joan Blanchette-Mackie 
7431 Arrowood Road 
Bethesda, MD 20817 
PHONE: (301) 365-3397 

Don B. Cameron 
1802 Tilton Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20902 
PHONE: (301) 593-8687 

Barbara Evans 
5830 Edson Lane 
Rockville, MD 20852-2933 
PHONE: (301) 468-6477 

Steven Flajser 
7101 Armat Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20817 
PHONE: (301) 365-1956 

Jill Frisch 
11900 Tallwood Court 
Potomac, MD 20854 
PHONE: (301) 294-0840 

Marie S. Hanks 
7812 Potters Mill Court 
Rockville, MD 20855 
PHONE: (301) 977-6754 

Mrs. Pat Johnson 
2620 Briggs Chaney Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20905 
PHONE: (301) 384-2842 

Mary Lou Kinna 
810 Burnt Mills Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20901 
PHONE: (301) 593-5727 

William P. McClure 
9505 Brooke Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20817 
PHONE: (301) 365-0912 

Louisa W. Riggs 
4900 Brookeville Road 
Brookeville, MD 20833 
PHONE: (301) 948-1533 

Dorothy W. Tessier 
7021 Brink Road 
P. O. Box 5099 
Laytonsville, MD 20882 
PHONE: (301) 948-7940 

Janine E. Trudeau 
3412 Bradley Lane 
Chevy Chase, MD 20815 
PHONE: (301) 652-7797 

Winkler Botanical Preserve 
4900 Seminary Road 
Alexandria, VA 22311 

Laura & David Wright 
13119 Country Garden Lane 
Montpelier, VA 23192 
PHONE: (804) 883-5904 

DALLAS CHAPTER 

Jeff A. Andrus 
4909 Haverwood Lane, #1210 
Dallas, TX 75287-4413 
PHONE: (214) 250-2883 

LOUISIANA CHAPTER 

Judge P. L. G. Smith, Jr. 
P. 0. Box 649 
Baker, LA 70704-0649 
PHONE: (504) 775-3961 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
CHAPTER 

Margaret C. Davison 
2928 N 26th Street 
Arlington, VA 22207 
PHONE: (703) 525-7022 

Frank Hepburn 
923 Glyndon Street SE 
Vienna, VA 22180 
PHONE: (703) 938-1083 

Georgine W. Higdon 
11808 Larry Road 
Fairfax, VA 22030 
PHONE: (703) 691-1272 

Mona Rose Phelps 
409 Union Street 
P. 0. Box 335 
Occoquan, VA 22125 

Julie Staggers 
819 Appleseed Court 
Winchester, VA 22601 
PHONE: (703) 678-0924 

OCONEE CHAPTER 
Lamar W. Cornwell 
2502 Beech Tree Court 
Conyers, GA 30207 
PHONE: (404) 483-6696 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 
CHAPTER 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Digney 
10810 Hinshaw Drive 
Midlothian, VA 231 13-1 321 
PHONE: (804) 320-6316 

TRI-STATE CHAPTER 
Donald Dilger 
6621 S Diamond Road 
Evansville, IN 47712 

MINUTES OF THE ASA ANNUAL 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

May 6, 1995 

William B. McIntosh, Secretary 

The meeting was called to order 
by President Malcolm Clark at 11:16pm 
following the guest lecture by Dr. 
Michael J. Raupp. 

Malcolm thanked the Brookside 
Gardens Chapter for hosting the 
convention and announced that the 
next convention would be sponsored 
by the Dallas Chapter on April 4-6, 
1996. 

He reiterated the common recent 
theme of our declining membership, 
which currently [May 6, 1995, ed.] is 
740. This contrasts with last year's 
830 and 897 the year before that. The 
Society is still financially sound, with 
current assets of roughly $40 thousand 
plus some funds for the Harding 
Memorial Garden. Our assets grew 
approximately 6% during the year. 
However, Malcolm cautioned that the 
ASA must soon either: (1) stimulate 
membership growth, (2) reduce the 
number of THE AZALEAN pages, or 
(3) increase dues. Malcolm calculates 
the break-even membership at 820, or 
80 more members than we currently 
have. The obvious choice is to recruit 
more members. 

Bob Hobbs thanked Brookside 
Gardens Chapter President Carol 
Allen for dedicating proceeds from 
the silent and live auctions to 
financing more color in THE 
AZALEAN. He also thanked the 
Chapter for scheduling a new 
Convention feature, the Roundtable 
Discussion on THE AZALEAN. 

The prize for the best article in 
THE AZALEAN was won by Steve 
Brainerd, for the article "Designing 
with Azaleas". Steve donated the 
money to the color fund. Bob Hobbs 
announced that certificate for all past 
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	  Society News  	

winners of the Best Article award will 
be available in the near future. 

Bob Stelloh thanked the mem-
bership for financial and labor support 
given the George Harding Memorial 
Garden project. He announced that 
an Azalea Day is being considered at 
River Farm for this time next year. 
Consideration is being given to 
establishing a trust fund for supplies 
and maintenance. George Harding's 
sister recently visited the garden. 

Next Malcolm presented the 
Distinguished Service Award to 
William C. Miller III. Malcolm 
announced that, due to the loss of his 
calligrapher, the award certificate will 
not be available until a later time. 

Bob Stelloh announced the results 
of the recent election: 

President - Steve Brainerd 

Vice President - Jim Thornton 

Directors At Large: 

Fred Minch 

Rosalie Nachman 

Art Vance 

President Brainerd spoke briefly, 
his major points being that he expects 
to lead by example and that he will 
demand performance by the elected 
Officers and Directors. 

Bill Miller closed the meeting by 
announcing that Roger Brown, who 
furnished the 1988 convention 
attendees with specimens of 'Pocono 
Pink', has done it again. This time the 
selection was 'Seattle White', described 
by Bill as a plant with single, semi-
and fully-double flowers. Jane 
Newman was awarded a large 
specimen. 

The meeting was adjourned at 
11:40pm. 

BEN MORRISON CHAPTER 
Niki Baker, President 

The Chapter's annual cutting 
picnic was held on July 16, hosted by 
Sue and George Switzer. Thirty-one 
persons attended. 

Officers were elected for 1995- 
1996: 

Niki Baker, President 
Alan Jones, Vice President 
Dale Flowers, Secretary 
Carol Flowers, Treasurer 

During the brief business meeting, 
the possibility of holding an Azalea 
Show in 1996 was discussed. Several 
members donated cuttings for other 
members to choose from, and the 
Switzers' made their extensive 
collection available to members for 
obtaining cuttings. The Chapter 
members wish to thank Sue and George 
for hosting this annual event once 
again this year. 

BROOKSIDE GARDENS CHAPTER 
Carol Allen, President 

Rod Simmon's presentation at the 
April meeting on the Winkler Botanical 
Preserve was a fascinating look at a 
local nature preserve. The staff of the 
preserve has done an amazing job of 
dealing with the maintenance of a 
natural area in an urban setting. The 
T-shirts and bags for the convention 
were previewed. Barbara Bullock's 
design looked great! Several 'T's' 
were purchased by members (all the 
well-dressed ones). The afore-
mentioned hot fashion statements 
were available for purchase at the June 
meeting. Thank you Roberta Hagen 
for the execution of the above items. 

1995 Convention 

The convention was all anyone 
could have wished for! We were 
blessed with perfect weather, good 
food, exciting speakers, wonderful 
plants to buy, good company, and lots  

of "azalea talk". Thanks to all who 
made it work! Bill Miller, Bill Johnson,. 
Jean Cox, Dottie Murphree, Mary 
Rutley, Tina Kelley, Barbara Bullock, 
Roberta and Gordon Hagen, Bill 
McIntosh, Lou Aronica, Ted Munter, 
Dick West, Andy, Ruth and Roberta 
Adams, Phil Normandy and the 
Brookside Gardens staff, Debbie and 
Mike White, Carolyn Beck, Bobbi 
McCeney, Lee Payne, Mary Ann Jarvis 
and a cast of thousands! 

Good things happen at conventions. 
Steve Brainerd won the 'Best Article' 
award for his piece on design. Our 
own Bill Miller received the 
'Distinguished Service' award for his 
years of service. The auction Friday 
night netted over $600.00 for the new 
color picture fund forTHE AZALEAN. 

Landon School Festival 
and Azalea Show 

An unprecedented number of 
entries (310 entries--the most ever and 
19 exhibitors) was the high point of 
the show this year. Perfect weather 
preceded the event so most sprays 
were in excellent condition. The judges 
had some tough choices to make. The 
Best in Show was awarded to Charlie 
Evans for his entry of 'Osaraku'. The 
Sweepstakes Award for the highest 
number of points was won by Bill 
Miller. All of our overworked 
volunteers (Tina Kelley, Janet Miller, 
Bill Miller, Bobbi McCeney, Buck 
Clagget, Frank Sharpnack, Gi Adams, 
Dorothy Nowers, Connie Simmons, 
Bill Johnson and Hillwood Museum, 
Bob and Denise Stelloh, Bill McIntosh, 
Mike White, Emile Deckert, Bob 
Stewart, and Bob Hobbs) receive a 
heartfelt thank you! Next year 
wouldn't you like to see your name 
listed here? 

Cultural Calendar 

Well the push is over. The 
majority of the azaleas have bloomed 
and now the roses, peonies, and iris 
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take the stage. Satsuki azaleas are 
continuing to bloom, and I'm looking 
forward to my later blooming natives. 
If you heard Jim Plyler's talk at the 
convention you'll know to what I'm 
referring. Monitor your garden plants 
for insect pests. Make sure you ask 
questions first, before reaching for 
that insecticide. The Extension Service 
is a good place to take an individual 
insect for proper identification. Watch 
those weeds, the late spring rains we 
are having can really make them grow. 
It is not too late to mulch those bare 
areas and even embellish empty spots 
with some annual or even perennial 
plants. The local nurseries are bursting 
with containerized plants just now. 
Make sure all newly installed plants 
get extra special watering attention 
throughout their first year. 

OCONEE CHAPTER 
Ruth Bryan, Secretary 

The Oconee Chapter met at the 
First Baptist Church in Conyers, GA, 
March 12, 1995. President David Butler 
called the meeting to order by 
welcoming members and asking the 
guests to introduce themselves. David 
then turned the program over to Ralph 
Bullard, our Vice-President. Ralph 
introduced Ray Goza who showed 
slides of Roan Mountain, TN where 
R. calendulaceum and Catawba rhodo 
dendrons are abundant. 

After a break for the refreshments 
that Ann and Ray Goza provided, 
Ralph announced dates of upcoming 
events: April 22, 2:00 to 5:00PM the 
gardens of Charles and Virginia Owens 
and April 29, the Atlanta Botanical 
Gardens Azalea Show. 

Ralph then introduced Joe Schild 
from Hinson, TN, who showed slides 
of native azaleas and mountain laurel 
at Wayah Bald, Cumberland Mountain 
and Cumber Gorge near Signal 
Mountain, TN. 

Both speakers drew OOH's and 
AAH's for their breathtaking slides 
and had all in attendance vowing to  

take trips to see these areas (ed. Note: 
Plan to go around the middle of June). 

Mr. Fred Sorg donated several 
azaleas for sale to benefit the Oconee 
Chapter. Thank you, Fred. 

The next meeting of the Oconee 
Chapter is set for June 10, 1995. The 
meeting will be hosted by Allison 
Fuqua at his home. We'll begin the 
meeting at 11:30, but please be there 
by 9:30AM for a clipping party and 
demonstration by Allison. Remember 
to bring a folding chair, plastic baggies, 
and a lunch. 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA CHAPTER 
John Zottoli, President 

March 5 Meeting 

The speaker for our March fifth 
meeting was Charles Hanners, who, 
with his wife, Wanda, own and 
operate a nursery called Azalea Trace 
in Calvert County, Maryland. The 
Hanners started this as a hobby, 
obtaining plants and other equipment 
from an old nursery that had gone 
out of business and was neglected. 
For $250.00, Charlie bought all the 
stock and started their hobby which 
has now led to their business. The 
stock included many azaleas and 
rhododendrons without names 
attached. 

Their seven-acre lot is heavily 
wooded, and they have many azaleas 
planted in beds with paths leading 
through the area. He cited problems 
that many of us have experi-
enced, like ordering from nurseries 
and getting plants with incorrect 
identification. When he notified one 
grower that his plant was in error, the 
reply was that some customers were 
used to the wrong plant and continued 
to request it by the wrong name. He 
described his observation in taking 
cuttings, that it seemed timing was 
critical to success in rooting. He does 
not have any guidance, they just  

experiment with different times each 
year. Beyond this, he gave a detailed 
description of the procedures they go 
through every year, taking cuttings, 
gathering seeds, and growing the 
plants. 

Since this meeting, the Hanners 
have received local recognition in a 
weekly newspaper, the New Bay 
Times, published in Deale, Maryland. 
A reporter visited Azalea Trace and 
wrote a full page article on how the 
Hanners began a hobby that "...sort of 
got out of hand". The article 
recommended that readers visit the 
site and see the thousands of azaleas, 
and purchase nice plants at a good 
price. A picture of the Hanners was 
included in the publication. 

May 21 Meeting 

Our May 21 chapter meeting was 
quite special. For a very long time, I 
will fondly remember our "pot luck" 
lunch at the Haymarket home of 
Frances and Phil Louer. 

We scheduled the meeting to 
catch the Louers' late blooming azaleas 
still in flower. We were delighted to 
see how beautiful and natural the 
mature plants looked--nestled under 
huge trees and set off by pools, grassy 
patches and woodland paths. As we 
toured the property, Frances and Phil 
helped us to identify plants, and they 
shared their experiences in growing 
them. 

Though the plants and food were 
spectacular, I will most fondly 
remember the companionship from 
that afternoon at the Louers. At our 
regular meetings, we squeeze in a bit 
of time for socializing; but there is 
always so much else to do. At the 
Louers' we had the luxury of the 
whole afternoon for each other's 
company. We talked plants. We talked 
about the Society. We got to know 
each other. 

Thanks Frances and Phil--for the 
chance to see your garden, • for the 
wonderful setting for our lunch; but 
most of all thanks for the chance to 
spend that beautiful afternoon with 
each other. 
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Dave & Kathy Collier have recently 
purchased our nursery. Contact them at 

"THE COLLIERS' 
37235 SE Lusted Road 

Sandy, OR 97009 
(503) 663-7917 

We thank you for your past business and 
the wonderful personal contacts. 

Our new address is 
12601 SE River Road #126 

Milwaukie, OR 97222 
Eleanor Art Stubbs 

Descriptive Catalog 
$2.00 refundable with order 

I 

Transplant Nursery 
Rare and Unusual Plants 

Choice groups of azaleas, 
rhododendrons, and 

native deciduous azaleas 
Catalogue $1.00 

(706) 356-8947 
1586 Parkertown Road 

Lavonia, GA 30553 

We Do Not Ship! 
Visitors Welcome! 

Azalea Mart 

1/18 page $12 
1/9 page $20 
2/9 page $36 
1/3 page $50 
1/2 page $75 
Full page $150 
Back cover $250 

Special rates for members 
Send copy or write 

Robert W. Hobbs, Editor 

d 

Ka-646w 

AZALEAS 
RHODODENDRONS 

RARE TREES 
and EVERGREENS 

UNUSUAL PLANTS 
MAIL ORDER CATALOG $ 2.00 

'Roslyn 
r'eAt 

cNursery 
DEPT C 	211 BURRS LANE N. 

DIX HILLS, N.Y. 11746 

Shepherd Hill Farm 

-/
✓ 

Shepherd Hill Farm 
200 Peekskill Hollow Road 
Putnam Valley, NY 10579 

(914) 528-5917 

Growers of Rhododendrons and Azaleas 

Call or Write for Our New Catalog 
Postpaid Shipping 

NATIVE AZALEAS 

and hundreds of other southern 
trees, shrubs, perennials, 

all nursery-grown 

Catalog $2.00 

WOODLANDERS 
1128 Colleton Avenue 

Aiken, South Carolina 29801 



THE BELL BOOK 
A Companion to Monograph 20 

Indexes of Cultivar Names, PI Number, Bell Number Seed Lot Number 
and Sisterhood Tables for the Glenn Dale Azaleas 

Order from: 
THE AZALEA WORKS 

7613 Quintana Court 
Bethesda, MD 20817 

(301) 365-0692 
$22.00 plus shipping and handling 

Maryland Residents add $1.10 sales tax 

Shipping and Handling 
USA $3.00 
Canada, Mexico and Western Hemisphere $4.00 
Europe $6.00 

Asia, Africa, & The Pacific Rim $8.00 

Pay by Bank Check in U.S. Dollars or 
International Money Order 

Checks made out to 

THE AZALEA WORKS 

Git
accidis 

totosome 
INCORPORATED 

Growers of Rare 
Camellias and Azaleas 

since 1935 
hundreds of varieties 

Send for FREE catalog 

3555 CHANEY TRAIL 

MAILING ADDRESS; P.O. BOX 6160  
ALTADENA, CALIFORNIA 91003 

(818) 794-3383 
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PHONE: (301) 855-2305  
(410) 257-0837  

AZALEA TRACE 
450 Varieties 

The Best "DOERS" From Our 
Collection of Over 1500 Varieties 

Potted Plants (6", 8", 10" Pots) 
Grown in Calvert County, MD 

5510 STEPHEN REID ROAD 
HUNTINGTOWN, MD 20639 

( 

Southern Plants 

`W 	Southeastern Natives 
`ii 	Heat-Tolerant Deciduous 

Azaleas 
w Magnolias 
# 	Rare Introduced Plants 

Mail Order Catalog $1.00 

P 0 Box 232 
Semmes, AL 36575 

(205) 649-522/ 

THE CUMMINS QARDEN 

Dwarf Rhododendrons 
Deciduous Azaleas 

Dwarf Evergreens 
Companion Plants 

YES, We Ship! 
Catalog $2.00 

(Refundable With Order) 

22 Robertsvllle Rd. 
Marlboro, NJ 07746 

Phone: (908)536-2591 

garden information manager 
(gim, pronounced 'Jim') 

Previously available only to public gar-
dens and arboreta, gim has now been tail-
ored to also meet the needs of private 
plant enthusiasts. 

gim runs on any Macintosh computer 
as your plant information partner, keeping 
such details for each of your plants as 
source, size history, colors, bloom time, 
culture, comments, "to do" notes, and its 
precise location in your garden. 

The gim maps of your garden and 
plants let you instantly find any plant, 
"grow" the garden over time, see it in 
'bloom" at any season — and easily re-
place your lost labels. gim also has exten-
sive, flexible, easy to use on-screen and 
printed reports, including plant labels. 

For full information, call or write: 
Oakhill Nursery /15241 Springfield 

Road Germantown, MD 20874 
301-840-1714 	301-417-9123 (fax) 



GIRARD HARDY EVERGREEN AZALEAS 
Girard Saybrook Glory 
Girard National Beauty 
Girard Hot Shot 
Girard Fuschia 
Girard Renee Michele 

GIRARD DOUBLE DECIDIOUS AZALEAS 
Girard Red Porn-Porn - Red 
Girard Yellow Porn-Porn - Yellow 
Girard Arista - orange, salmon pink, white 
Girard Wedding Bouquet - bicolor pink & white 
Girard Pink Delight - double pink 

Azaleas • Rhododendrons • Evergreens • Holly • Seeds • Bonsai 
NEW GIRARD AZALEA INTRODUCTIONS 

gREER qxRDEN$ 
1280 Goodpasture Island Rd 

Eugene, OR 97401 
ph: 503/686-8266 

Call or send for our catalog, $3. 

All Timber Press 
Publications at 

substantial 
discount 

111110111Pr 

Please inquire: 
Ms. Jean Cox 

5804 LaVista Drive 
Alexandria, VA 22310 

PHONE: (703) 971-8669 

Andes 'Lawrence Glsarr" 

.,try 	Rate and Vior.Jard 

BOX 428 • GENEVA, OHIO 44041 
Phone (216) 466-2881 	Fax (216) 466-3999 

Girard Yellow Porn-Porn 

Growers of Many Native Rhododendrons and Azaleas 	Write for Free Color Catalog. 

ORIGINATORS AND GROWERS OF THE GIRARD"' GROUP OF HARDY EVERGREEN AND DECIDUOUS AZALEAS 
AND HARDY RHODODENDRONS.  


