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[This article is adapted from a paper presented by Dick West at the 1995 Annual 
Meeting of the Azalea Society of America. Its purpose was to provide an 
overview of the Ten Oaks Nursery and its azalea plantings, and to detail the Ten 
Oaks Glenn Dale Project to re-establish Glenn Dale azalea collections by 
distributing cuttings from plants received from B. Y. Morrison some 50 years 
ago. It was presented as a companion to a report by Keith Suddreth on his 
activities as a Cooperator in the Ten Oaks Glenn Dale Project. The presentation 
served as an introduction to a tour of Ten Oaks scheduled for the next day; it 
was the first time Ten Oaks had been open to the ASA Annual Meeting 
attendees.] 

Three years ago at the 1992 annual meeting of the Azalea Society of 
America, a preliminary report was made on azalea survey work that had begun 
at the Ten Oaks Nursery in Clarksville, Maryland (1). The survey work has 
continued and has led to the creation of the Ten Oaks Glenn Dale Project to re-
establish the Glenn Dale azaleas throughout the United States. This report gives 
an overview of Ten Oaks and its azaleas, discusses the Ten Oaks Glenn Dale 
Project and provides lists of Cooperators in the Project and the names of Glenn 
Dale hybrids that have been distributed. 

Background on the Ten Oaks Azaleas 

The Ten Oaks Nursery was founded in 1925 by Andrew Adams, Sr., in 
Clarksville, Howard County, Maryland, a community about 20 miles northeast 
of Washington in the direction of Baltimore. Azaleas were part of the Ten Oaks 
Nursery stock from the beginning. After World War II, Ten Oaks became one 
of the receivers in the U.S.D.A.'s Glenn Dale azalea distribution program under 
the direction of Ben Morrison, and Ten Oaks obtained almost all of the Glenn 
Dale hybrids. Morrison wanted two things from the receivers. First, the azaleas 
were to be put immediately into approximately wholesale production; that is, 
propagated and sold quickly, perhaps in order to meet the growing demand for 
the popular new plants. Second, there was the condition that recipients should 
provide annual reports to the U.S.D.A. on the status of each cultivar and the 
propagation experience. To do this, Morrison suggested that one specimen of 
each Glenn Dale be set aside and allowed to grow to full maturity (2). 

The Adamses responded to this latter requirement by creating an azalea 
arboretum to serve as a test garden where natural growth could occur and be 
monitored. They planted the original Glenn Dales they received and, in 
addition, azaleas of every kind they could get. The arboretum, constructed and 
planted in 1950 and 1951 in an isolated area of the Ten Oaks property (now  

around the home of Ruth and Andy 
Adams, Jr.), has never been open to 
the public, and the azaleas have been 
left undisturbed to grow on their 
own. 

The azalea arboretum is con-
structed in a "U" shape that mea-
sures roughly 300-feet long by 144-
feet wide, with the beds being about 
50-feet deep. There are large, old oak 
trees in and around the arboretum, 
and the soil is light mica loam. It 
originally contained about 1,000 aza-
leas representing some 600 or more 
different cultivars. 	The beds are 
arranged in 18 designated hybrid sec-
tions: six for the Glenn Dale hybrids 
organized by year of distribution; two 
for Gable hybrids; one section each 
for Kurume, Chisolm-Merritt, 
Beltsville, so-called Japanese selec-
tions (including Satsuki), Arnold, and 
old azaleas such as 'Indica Mag-
nifica'; three miscellaneous beds; and 
one area with the new Princess 
azaleas. 

Ten Oaks usually received three 
plants of each hybrid in the Glenn 
Dale distribution, six to eight inches 
in height. They planted these three 
clones in a triangle spaced about two 
and one-half feet apart, and the tri-
angles of plants were spaced about 
three- to four-feet apart (all of the 
other azaleas are planted singly and 
are spaced about three feet apart). In 
the middle of the triangle of azaleas 
was placed a zinc tag affixed to a 
metal rose stake driven into the 
ground. As a result, one always 
knows where to look for the tag, and 
that has been a real benefit. The tag 
used, called a G & C Dream Label, 
was written upon with a hydrochlo-
ric acid pen that caused a permanent 
chemical change in the metal. ' The 
Adamses packed as much informa-
tion as possible on the tag: name, PI 
number, color, bloom time, and date 
of distribution. Consequently, even 
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when only parts of the information 
are still readable, it is almost always 
enough to identify the cultivar. Un-
fortunately, some tags have been lost 
over the years. 

For their azalea business, the 
Adams also designed a display gar-
den near the main nursery buildings 
where their customers could see and 
inspect larger-sized versions of the 
azaleas offered for sale. Also planted 
in 1950-51, the garden, located about 
one-third of a mile from the azalea 
arboretum, contained selected Glenn 
Dales and other azaleas that showed 
high quality and were popular with 
customers. By intent, some of the 
contents changed during the years 
after 1950, and the azaleas have been 
pruned, watered and given other at- 
tention. 	These azaleas were also 
tagged. 

Between the late 1940's and the 
early 1960's, Ten Oaks was a major 
supplier of Glenn Dale and other 
azaleas. Their 1952 cataog, for ex-
ample, listed 343 Glenn Dales and 33 
other azaleas varieties for sale. In 
that year, they took 37,000 cuttings of 
which 25,000 were of Glenn Dales. In 
the ten or so year span of selling 
Glenn Dales, they sold some 200,000 
plants in the Washington-Baltimore 
area, and by mail all over the United 
States. Ten Oaks Nursery no longer 
sells at retail, and the azalea plantings 
are now on private, residential 
property. 

The Ten Oaks Glenn Dale Project 

What makes the Ten Oaks aza-
leas special is they are plants directly 
from the hybridizer and they were all 
tagged for identification. (Such aza-
leas obtained directly from the hy-
bridizer, whether located at Ten Oaks, 
the National Arboretum, or wher-
ever, we designate as "original" 
plants.) Even before our work began  

at Ten Oaks more than eight years 
ago, we had agreed to the need of 
having complete, correct collections 
of Glenn Dale hybrids available in 
the U.S. We both had numerous 
experiences with incorrectly identi-
fied cultivars, and many cultivars 
could not be found anywhere. Both 
of us had become quite cynical about 
the correctness of azalea identifica-
tion in general and had developed 
the attitude of not trusting anything 
in the marketplace. Besides just 
seeing and inspecting plants, we 
were interested in making compari-
sons between cultivars, but it was 
impossible to find enough correct 
Glenn Dale hybrids in one place to 
do so. 

We realized what might be 
possible from the Ten Oaks azaleas, 
given the original Glenn Dales and 
the success of the survey work, and 
that Andy Adams was supportive 
of using his plants to re-establish 
complete Glenn Dale collections. In 
1992 we started to consider how 
such collections might be devel-
oped. We were familiar with the 
debate about private versus public 
collections as the best way to pre-
serve azalea material, and recog-
nized the value of having both kinds 
of plantings: Ten Oaks was the per-
fect example of the importance of 
the restricted private collection, but 
one of our goals was to make public 
reference collections available. We 
knew that a best bet would be to 
have a combination of private and 
public collections around the U.S. 
We also wanted to see correct Glenn 
Dales more available to retailers if 
for no other reason than to respond 
to recently increasing interest in the 
hybrid group. 

Dick had already begun rais-
ing some Glenn Dales from Ten 
Oaks stock for the U.S. National 
Arboretum collection, and the first 
question was if that work could be  

increased for a larger distribution. 
As amateur growers, we knew our 
backyard efforts couldn't be expanded 
beyond what was being done to pro-
vide small plants for the U.S. Na-
tional Arboretum. Even Andy Adams' 
offer of the use of a greenhouse wasn't 
going to solve our labor problem. Of 
importance and some concern, Bill 
and I realized that whatever we did 
had to respect the privacy of Andy 
and Ruth Adams, and to make the 
distribution work well, it had to be 
done in an organized fashion. We 
concluded that it would be best if we 
did much of the Ten Oaks site work 
ourselves, but the question was how 
to do the important other work of 
propagation and collection develop-
ment. 

After rejecting any kind of plans 
for raising and distributing small 
plants, Bill came up with the idea of 
distributing cuttings to a group of 
capable growers who would root them 
and would make arrangements with 
a local, reputable garden or arbore-
tum to receive one plant for establish-
ing a Glenn Dale collection, but who 
could also have plants for themselves 
for their own collections as well as for 
retail sales. We placed a short article 
in the March 1993 issue of THE 
AZALEAN asking for individuals to 
be Cooperators with us in a Ten Oaks 
Glenn Dale Project to re-establish the 
hybrid group (3). We announced 
that the goal of the project was to 
create complete collections of correct 
Glenn Dale azaleas for all 454 culti-
vars named in Monograph 20, 
Morrison's official U.S.D.A. record 
of the Glenn Dale Program and 
azaleas (4). 

From the responses received we 

selected ten individuals to be Coop-

erators. Two additional individuals 

who were local and had contacted 

Andy Adams separately about cut-

tings were designated as Local 

54 • THE AZALEAN/September 1995 



Receivers in the Project efforts. The 
first cuttings were shipped in the 
summer of 1993. In 1994, we lost one 
Cooperator, but accepted another, 
and in the past month one of the 
Local Receivers has become a Coop-
erator by making arrangements with 
a regional park to develop the re-
quired public garden. The current 
list of eleven Ten Oaks Glenn Dale 
Project Cooperators is shown in Table 
1, along with the name of their asso-
ciated arboretum. We will not be 
adding anyone new to the Project as 
we have almost too much to handle 
now. 

What do we do to make the ship-
ments to the Cooperators? We spend 
time in the course of the year looking 
for tags and then at bloom time, 
verifying the tag and re-tagging the 
plant in preparation for taking cut-
tings in July. At cutting time, we are 
joined by Local Receiver Wanda 
Hanners of Azalea Trace in Calvert 
County, MD, Cooperators Court Lee 
and David Radcliffe of Boxlee Nurs-
ery in Prince George's County, MD 
and Barbara Bullock of the U.S. Na-
tional Arboretum. We set up a pro-
duction line where some take cut-
tings and others sort, tag and box the 
cuttings for overnight delivery to the 
Cooperators. It works out quite well, 
and we had all the work done in two 
days last year. We try to take a 
minimum of eight cuttings for each 
cultivar for each Cooperator, but what 
we can cut is sometimes fewer. A 
problem with letting azaleas grow 
naturally is that you don't always get 
the best cuttings. 	At the end, Bill 
and I take the boxes off to a Federal 
Express office, and away they go. 

In 1993 and 1994 we have 
shipped about 7,500 cuttings for 115 
different Glenn Dale hybrids. The 
cultivars distributed are listed alpha-
betically in Table 2. We hope to ship 
cuttings for another 40 or so this 
summer. We would like to find 200,  

maybe more, of the Glenn Dales at 
Ten Oaks. Frankly, it is going to take 
a fair amount of work and research as 
we continue our identification ef-
forts at Ten Oaks. We will cut noth-
ing unless we are very sure about its 
identity, so we'll have to wait and 
see how much can be done. As you 
can imagine, it has been very frus-
trating to find some metal stakes 
with no tags and see wonderful Glenn 
Dales in bloom and not to know what 
they are. 

We have provided Glenn Dale 
cuttings, and we have also provided 
information on Glenn Dale hybrids 
because the Cooperators want to be 
knowledgeable about the hybrids. 
We have made and given them pho-
tocopies of Morrison's Monograph 
20, copies of the Glenn Dale azalea 
database that has been published in 
The Bell Book , corrections informa-
tion when it is discovered, and other 
informational items we think might 
be useful, such as how to convert the 
old Ridgway color designations (5). 

If we had any doubts about the 
quality and value of the Glenn Dales 
and the efforts to re-establish them, 
they have been completely removed 
by seeing so many of the hybrids at 
Ten Oaks. The Glenn Dales really 
are a great group and many of the 
cultivars are absolutely unique and 
super. It is a shame that so many of 
the plants have been unavailable for 
so many years. In addition, being 
able to see and inspect original plants 
of Glenn Dale hybrids has led to 
some corrections of errors in official 
descriptions and documentation, and 
a much better understanding of the 
culture of the hybrid group. 

Knowing that we won't find 
everything at Ten Oaks, we have 
started looking for original Glenn 
Dales in other places. Barbara Bul-
lock is finding some cultivars at the 
U.S. National Arboretum, and we  

have already found some at the old 
U.S.D.A. Glenn Dale Station where 
Morrison's hybridizing program took 
place. We would like very much to 
hear from anyone who has knowl-
edge of unquestionably correct clones 
whose history is known. 

In conclusion, we wish to thank 
Andy and Ruth Adams for their con-
tinued encouragement and support. 
We wish to publicly recognize the 
important and valuable participation 
of the Ten oaks Glenn Dale Project 
Cooperators and their associated ar-
boreta. 
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Table 2 
Ten Oaks Glenn Dale Project Cultivars 

Distributed 1993 and 1994 
Aladdin 
Ambrosia 
Angela Place 
Anthem 
Antique 
Aphrodite 
Arcadia 
Bacchante 
Beacon 
Bishop 
Blushing Maid 
Bountiful 
Bravura 
Caprice 
Caraval 
Carnival 
Chanticleer 
Chloe 
Cinnabar 
Commodore 
Consolation 
Coquette 
Coral Sea 
Cordial 
Corsair 
Damozel 
Darkness 
Dauntless 
Dayspring 
Delight 
Dimity 
Dowager 
Duenna 
Egoist 
Ember 
Emblem 
Everest 
Faith 
Fandango 
Favorite 
Frivolity 
Furbelow 
Gaiety 
Galathea 
Ganymede 
Glacier 
Glamour 
Grandam 
Helen Close 
Hopeful 
Illusion 
Jubilee 
Katinka 
Killarney 
Litany 
Lullaby 
Luna 
Lustre 

Lyric 
Madrigal 
Martha Hitchcock 
Marvel 
Mayflower 
Melanie 
Minuet 
Moonbeam 
Niphetos 
Nocturne 
Novelty 
Oriflamme 
Paladin 
Paprika 
Pastel 
Picotee 
Pinto 
Pixie 
Prelate 
Red Bird 
Refrain 
Rogue 
Sagittarius 
Sambo 
Samite 
Scout 
Seafoam 
Seashell 
Sebastian 
Sentinel 
Shimmer 
Simplicity 
Snowclad 
Sorcerer 
Stardust 
Sterling 
Surprise 
Susannah 
Swansong 
Temptation 
Tokay 
Tomboy 
Treasure 
Trinket 
Troubador 
Trouper 
Vespers 
Vestal 
Violetta 
Vision 
Welcome 
Winner 
Wisdom 
Yeoman 
Youth 
Zingari 
Zulu 

Table 1 
Ten Oaks Glenn Dale 

Project Cooperators 

Jan Bowman 
Orinda, CA 94563 

Oakland, California 
Horticultural Gardens 

Hugh A. Caldwell 
Middleburg, FL 32068 
Bellingrath Gardens 

Perry L. Corkern 
A & P Nursery 

Franklinton, LA 70438 
New Orleans Botanical Garden 

Freida Hill 
Hill's Nursery and Greenhouse 

Pavo, GA 31778 
Thomasville Garden Center 

L. Courtland Lee 
Boxlee 

Glenn Dale, MD 20769 
Watkins Regional Park 

(Mrs.) Jay W. Murray 
Princeton Chapter ARS 

Colts Neck, NJ 07722-1021 
Jenkins Arboretum 

Ronnie D. Palmer 
Azalea Hill Gardens and Nursery 

Pine Bluff, AR 71602 
Missouri Botanical Gardens 

Frank Pelurie 
The Nursery at Dutch Ridge 

Clendenin, WV 25045 
West Virginia Botanical 

Garden at Coonskin Park 

Ben C. Reid 
Reid's Azalea Farm 

Stockbridge, GA 30281 
Vines Botanical Garden 

Pete Sheuchenko 
Lazy S's Farm 

Barboursville, VA 22923 
Montpelliar Estate Gardens 

J. Keith Suddreth 
Lenoir, NC 28645 

Broyhill Walking Park 
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