
AZALEA QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

QUESTION: "I read once that 'George Lindley Taber' is a sport of another azalea just as 
'Mrs. G. G. Gerbing 'is a sport of G. L. Taber. I have never been able to find out what G. L. 
T's parent plant is. Can you please tell me? Also, is it a compatible color for planting with G. L. 
Taber?" 

ANSWER: 'George Lindley Tabef is a sport of' Omurasald, a three-and-one-half-inch, violet 
red flower with a red blotch. It was selected many years ago by Dr. H. Harold Hume, Provost 
andDean Emeritus of theCollegeof Agriculture of theUniversity of Florida. 'Omurasald would 
be an excellent companion planting for `George Lindley Taber' or 'Mrs. G. G. Gerbing`, and 
since they are really just different expressions of the same genetic material, it is likely that you 
will eventually see the other two no matter which of the three you start with. 

QUESTION: From Oneonta, New York: "I have two questions (1) Most folks here have 
given up trying to winter over azaleas. I may have too, but found I had to rearrange and 
replant my garden beds. I may lose 1/2 the plant, have little or no blooms and, some winter 
burn. Hume used burlaping and find, using straw, piling it high as the plant, can salvage the 
azalea with the above results. I would truly like to see my garden bloom. (2) 1 have 
approximately 72 shrubs, azaleas, rhododendrons and hemlocks in four beds measuring 
about ten feet wide by 55 feet long. So, a bit of a distance to cover for winter. We are in zone 
5 but think zone 4; snowfall can be between ten inches to 56 inches annually. Frost can go 
down a few feet with temperatures from ten below to 34 degrees on average." 

ANSWER: Without knowing which azaleas you have, it is not possible for me to determine 
if you are trying to grow azaleas unsuited for your climate. All azaleas are not created equal 
and some would, by their veryconstitution, be marginal or totally inappropriate for your area. 

Over the last 20 to 30 years, there has been a lot of work done in the development of cold-
hardy azaleas. Some of the more hardy evergreen hybrid groups are: the Gable hybrids 
(Stewartstown, PA), the Girard hybrids (Geneva, OH), and the Schroeder hybrids (Evans-
ville, IN). If you acquire new azaleas, you should consider cultivars from these groups. 

As for the problems that you experienced, snowfall is often beneficial since it tends to insulate 
azaleas fromextreme cold temperature. The greatestproblemwith snow comesfromthe weight 
aspect and some breakage can occur if conditions are right (a wet snow). There are multiple 
reasons why plants do not bloom. Was it that the flower buds were killed? Are your plants in 
too much shade such that they did not develop buds? Sometimes the overhead canopy can 
graduallybecome too thick so that too shady a situation develops over time. Finally, did you 
trim or prune your azaleas in the fall? The flowers for the next season begin to develop in the 
summer and any pruning that takes place in the fall is at the expense of the next year's bloom. 

QUESTION: "I would like to know if there is an azalea available that meets my 
qualifications. It must be small, compact, slow growing, evergreen in the winter and have 
fuschia flowers. I have a very small garden." 

ANSWER: Yourrequestis a pretty tough order. Thedosest one that comes to mind is'Girard's 
Fuchsia' which was developed in Ohio. 'Girard's Fuchsia' is evergreen though the foliage can 
have a rather attractive bronzy cast during the winter. Most people really like that feature. 

It is not a terribly fast grower but its tendency is upright and, given enough time, it could 
achieve at least three feet. If you plant it in the shade it will try to reach for the sun. If you 
plant it in an area that gets lots of light, then it will remain more compact. Even if it eventually 
got too big for your tastes, you could cut it back.CI 

Please send in your questions and we'll do our best to find answers. 
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