
AZALEAS BY DESIGN 

Steve Brainerd 
Rowlett, TX 

Azalea plantings are a continual source of enjoyment for me, always provid-
ing information, if I am observant enough to see what is being related. The planting 
which is the subject of this article has been particularly enjoyable becuase of its 
changes in appearance throughout the year. 

The Dallas, Texas, planting is positioned in full sun. Advantages of full sun 
are dense foliage, heavy flower bud set, and enhanced leaf color in the fall 
and winter. Disadvantages of full sun are stress to the plants, increased water 
requirements, and susceptibility to lace bug. 

The bed is approximately forty feet in length and seven feet in width. The 
azaleas were planted two feet on center. 'Festive' generally begins the color display 
in February. If the winter is mild, 'Christmas Cheer' will be the first to bloom in late 
January or early February with flower color persistent until late March. March, 
April, and May provide the greatest show of color with the 'Cloud Nine' dogwood, 
'Mrs. G. G. Gerbing` and 'George Lindley Taber' leading 'Fashion', 'Delaware Valley 
White' and 'Watchet'. `Macrantha Orange' is the last to bloom in May sometimes 
lasting until early June. Summer months have color from begonias and caladiums 
planted in the vacant spaces in the front of the bed. Plantings of pansies in October 
through April are augmented by the fall flowers of 'Watchet' and 'Fashion'. The 
dogwood has red leaves and red berries in the fall with conspicuous bract buds on 
the branch tips in winter. The 'Fashion' azalea has a deep bronze leaf coloration 
from November through April which contrasts beautifully with the yellow green 
leaves of the 'Mrs. G. G. Gerbing'. 'Mrs. G. G. Gerbing' is coarse in leaf texture next 
to 'Fashion' which is relatively fine. The planting tends to be mounding to upright 
in form with the exception of the `Macrantha Orange' which is decidedly horizon-
tally layered. The planting is viewed from two windows which are twenty feet 
apart in the home. The seasonal flower pockets are individually positioned so that 
each provides the primary focal point when viewed from the nearest window. The 
form, texture, and color contrasts in this planting are a continual delight. 

C = 'Christmas Cheer' 
	

M = 'Macrantha Orange' 
D = 'Delaware Valley White' 

	
N = 'Narihira' (BG 0477) 

F = 'Fashion' 
	

T = 'George Lindley Taber' 
FE  = 'Festive' 
	

W = 'Watchet' 
G = 'Mrs. G. G. Gerbing' 

	
+ = Cornus'Cloud Nine' ❑ 

Stirring the 
Nomenclatural Pot 

Donald H. Voss 
Vienna, Virginia 

Not quite by accident I recently 
checked the printed registration 
descriptions of the Robin Hill azaleas and 
came across variant spellings of the 
cultivar name 'Vervaeneanum'. After 
some checking with American Rhododen-
dron Society plant-name registrar Jay 
Murray and learning that the name of 
the person commemorated is spelled 
"Vervaene", I stumbled (quite by accident) 
on the following note published at the end 
of the plant registry section of the Spring 
1980 issue of the American Rhododen-
dron Society Quarterly Bulletin (Vol. 34 
No. 2): 

As is Soulangiana (Magnolia) often 
misspelled Soulangeana, the Indian 
azalea name is properly spelled 
'Vervaeniana', not Vervaeneana or 
Vervaenana. 

Wrong (doubly)! 'Soulangeana' and 
'Vervaeneanum' are correct. The 
International Code of Nomenclature for 
Cultivated Plants -1980 states in Article 28 
[article 30.1 of the 1995 code]: 

The orthography of words in Latin 
form which are used as cultivar names 
should be in accordance with the Botani-
cal Code; if not, the spelling should be 
corrected. 

Example (b) of Article 28 states: 
"Cultivar names, when adjectival in form, 
should agree in gender with the generic 
name concerned..." (The -an- form of 
the endings identify the names 
considered here as adjectival.) 

Regarding epithets formed from 
modern (in contrast to Greek, Latin, or 
well established Latin-form) personal 
names, the International Code of 
Botanical Nomen lature (Tokyo Code) 
[1994] in Article 60.11 and Recommendation 
60C.1 provides that: 
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If the personal name ends with a 
vowel, adjectival epithets are formed by 
adding -an- plus the nominative singular 
inflection appropriate for the gender of 
the generic name...except when the per-
sonal name ends with -a- in which case -n-
plus the appropriate inflection is added... 

This rule was in force under the 
Botanical Code adopted at Leningrad in 
1975, antedating the note in the ARS Quar-
terly Bulletin quoted above. Although the 
examples in the Cultivated Code do not 
illustrate this aspect of the formation of 
adjectival epithets, the Botanical Code is 
explicit on the matter. 

Thus, for the personal names 
Soulange and Vervaene, we have 
Mal, olia x soulangeana (feminine ending 
in genus Magnolia) and Rhododendron 
'Vervaeneanum (neuter ending in genus 
Rhododendron). The author has checked 
this conclusion with Dr. A. C. Leslie, 
Senior Registrar, the Royal Horticultural 
Society. He states (personal communication): 
"We earlier had the spelling of 
'Vervaeneanum' incorrect in the 
Register, but this has now been amended. 

Reprinted by permission from the Journal 
American Rhodorendron Society 

AZALEA NEWS 

Princess Azaleas Complete Their Debut 

The last four new cultivars of the 
"Princess" series azalea hybrids will be 
introduced at the 43rd Annual Landon 
Azalea Garden Festival May 3-5, 1996. 
Their distinctive color and size along with 
their unique growth habit earned them 
their royal title. This will be the fourth and 
final year "Princesses" will take their first 
bow at the Landon Festival. 

This group of cultivars was devel-
oped at the University of Maryland for 
efficient greenhouse forcing and land-
scape planting. The new hybrids are char-
acterized by medium-to-large, hose-in-
hose double flowers of clear colors on 
compact hardy plants (U.S.D.A. plant har-
diness zone 6B, 0 to -5 degrees F.). 
They are being propagated and intro-
duced by Andy Adams, Jr., of Ten Oaks 
Nursery, Clarksville, Maryland. 

This year will welcome 'Princess 
Barbara', 'Princess Ginnette Rene', 'Prin-
cess Maryann, and 'Princess Sarah'. They 
will be offered for purchase to gardeners 
for the first time at the Landon Festival. A 
portion of the proceeds from the sale of 
these plants is donated to the Horticulture 
Research Fund at the University of 
Maryland. 

Previously 'Princess Mary Lee', 
named in honor of Landon School co-
founder Mrs. Mary Lee Banfield, was in-
troduced among others in the series. A 
total of sweet 16 "Princess" azaleas, whose 
colorsrange from deep salmon to Pinks 
to creamy white, will have made their 
first appearance at the Landon Festival 
over four years. 

For more information please contact 
Bobbi McCeney (301) 946-5695 or Susan 
Larson (301) 231-8677. 

Name That New Azalea Contest 

What would you name a distinctive 
new azalea soon to burst on the scene 
with blossoms colored light maroon taper-
ing to a golden throat? Now's your chance 
to design a title for this new azalea hybrid 
slated for introduction at the 1997 Landon 
Azalea Garden Festival the first weekend 
in May. The winning name will be de-
cided on the last day of this year's 43rd 
Annual Festival on Sunday, May 5, by the 
Friends of the Perkins Garden. 

Tuck your suggested name into the 
contest boxes located at both the Festival 
Information Booth and near the Azalea 
Society of America Flower Show, or send 
it ahead to Name That New Azalea 
Contest, Landon Azalea Garden Festival, 
Landon School, 6101 Wilson Lane, 
Bethesda, Maryland 20817. 0 

NEW MEMBERS 

AT-LARGE MEMBERS 

Mr. Martin A. Burless, Jr. 
P. 0. Box 54 
Dunkirk, MD 20754 
PHONE: (301) 855-6231 

Dave & Kath Collier 
Collier's Nursery 
37235 SE Lusted Road 
Boring, OR 97009 
PHONE: (503) 663-7917 

Mr. William G. Harder 
2115 S. Nicollet Street 
Sioux City, IA 51106 
PHONE: (712) 276-6218 

New York Chapter, ARS 
Friends Library, Planting Fields 
P. 0. Box 58 
Oyster Bay, NY 11771 

Mr. Ira Pegues 
2780 Benson Drive NE 
Marietta, GA 30062-4901 

Ms. Heather Robinson 
22673 132 Avenue 
Maple Ridge, BC V2X 7#7 
CANADA 

BROOKSIDE GARDENS CHAPTER 

Londontown House & Gardens 
839 Londontown Road 
Edgewater, MD 21037 
PHONE: (410) 222-1919 

DALLAS CHAPTER 

Mr. Kim C. Davis, L.A. 
103 E Park Row Drive 
Arlington, TX 76112 
PHONE: (817) 274-3871 

Mr. Joseph Krismer 
7340 Skillman, #1103 
Dallas, TX 75231 
PHONE: (214) 553-9448 

LOUISIANA CHAPTER 

Mr. Greg Myers 
220 Woodberry Drive 
Covington, LA 70433 
PHONE: (504) 892-9253 

Mr. Gary E. Purvis 
4505 Nunnswood Lane 
Lakeland, FL 33813-1781 
PHONE: (941) 644-2686 

OCONEE CHAPTER 

Mr. James Callaway 
7079 S. Goddard 
Lithonia, GA 30058 
PHONE: (770) 987-0208 

Mr. Doug Reynolds 
P. 0. Box 267 
Oxford, GA 30267 
PHONE: (770) 796-5790 

TRI-STATE CHAPTER 

Daniel C. & Aaron Fuquay 
8028 Azalea Drive 
Evansville, IN 47712 
PHONE: (812) 985-5489 
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