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Azalea Calender 1996 

June 4 

June 9 

July 14 

July 15 

August 18 

September 15 

September 24 

October 22 

December 8 

Dallas Chapter Meeting at the Camp House/DABS at 
7:00PM 
Oconee Chapter cuttings swap at the home of Frank 
and Ruth Bryan at 1:30PM 
Ben Morrison Chapter Meeting and Cutting Picnic at 
Sue and George Switzers' 
Northern Virginia Chapter Meeting and Cutting 
Exchange at Green Spring Farm Park 
Deadline for receiving material for the September 
issue of THE AZALEAN 
Northern Virginia Chapter Meeting and annual plant 
auction at Green Spring Farm Park 
Deadline for receiving material for the December 
issue of THE AZALEAN 
Dallas Chapter Meeting at the Camp House/DABS at 
7:00PM 
Dallas Chapter Meeting at the Camp House/DABS at 
7:00PM 
Ben Morrison Chapter Christmas Party at 2:00PM 

PRESIDENT'S LETTER 
Steve Brainerd 
Rowlett, Texas 

A GIFT OF LIFE FOR LIFE 

One of the practices of gardeners that has left a deep 
impression on me is the practice of exchanging and giving plants. 
A gift plant creates an indelible memory of the person whose 
generosity has brightened my garden. Viewing and enjoying a 
gift plant is a rich experience for me because of the linkage to the 
person. It is at this time of the year that all of us can prepare 
gifts of life which create lifetime memories. 

Taking cuttings of azaleas is described in a December 1992 
article of THE AZALEAN by Dick West or in Galle's Azaleas. I 
would suggest that when it is time to take cuttings, invite a friend 
to help and benefit from the effort. Always reserve some of the 
cuttings as gifts for the next spring. You will make an impres-
sion on azalea novices both from the cuttings procedure and the 
giving of the gift. I have found that some of the best attended 
chapter meetings occur when it is announced that rooted cut-
tings are to be given to those in attendance. A gift of life is 
special; the gift giver is remembered, friendship is enhanced or 
begun, and often a new azalea fancier is introduced to a wonder-
ful world of color and the rejuvenating force of gardening. 

Errata: The cover photograph on the March 1996 issue was 'Princess Barbara' 

On the Cover: `Galle's Choice' 
Photographer: Fred Galle 

Azalea Society of America 
The Azalea Society of America, organized 

December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the 
District of Columbia, is an educational and 
scientific non-profit association devoted to the 
culture, propagation and appreciation of azaleas 
Subseries Tsutsusi and Pentanthera of the genus 
Rhododendron in the Heath family (Ericaceae). 
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Stephen S. Brainerd 

	

Vice-President 
	

James 0. Thornton 
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Immediate L. Malcolm Clark 
Past-President 

DIRECTORS 
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Chapter presidents serve as ex-officio directors. 

CHAPTERS 
Brookside Gardens (chartered August 1979) 

Carol Allen, President 
Richmond, Virginia (chartered August 1979) 
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Niki Baker, President 
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Peggy Kirkland, President 
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Earl Hester, President 

Regular membership is open to all inter-
ested parties for an annual contribution of 
$20.00. Life membership for an individual is 
$300.00. Members receive THE AZALEAN 
and are eligible for participation in all activities 
of the Society including those of the chapter 
with which the member affiliates. For informa-
tion and membership application, write to the 
Membership Committee, Azalea Society of 
America, P. 0. Box 34536, West Bethesda, MD 
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"AN AZALEAPHILE SALUTE" 
FRED GALLE 

J. 0. Thornton 
Conyers, Georgia 

When Bob Hobbs, the editor of THE AZALEAN, called and proposed this 
project, I was at first reluctant. You see, I'm not exactly a star reporter, much 
less an accomplished writer; to go off and interview someone, particularly this 
person, seemed like quite an assignment. Anyway, when Bob agreed to help 
me compose some questions, I accepted the challenge. A few phone calls later, 
a date and time was set: December 3 at 9:00AM, a Monday. 

So on that cold, dreary, misty morning, armed with a tape recorder, a 
camera and an old Rockwell-Barnes Eye-Tint No. 2000 Non-Skid Easel Steno-
graphic Note Book, I hit Interstate 20 west, headed for Interstate 85 south, bound 
for Hamilton, Georgia. Folks, I had forgotten about the traffic, even at 6:30 in 
the morning. How I survived commuting into Atlanta all those years I'll never 
know. Speeds any Daytona 500 driver would want to record were the norm. It 
was about twenty miles south of Atlanta before the color came back to my 
knuckles—maybe I'm getting old. 

All the way, some 85 miles, I was concerned about finding the residence, 
because the day before I noticed I had only a P. 0. Box address. I had tried to 
call but there was no answer--only a machine. I kept thinking I could call when 
I got to Hamilton. I had never been to Hamilton, and when I did get there, I 
was even more concerned--where's a phone?? I finally found one with a book, 
and the first name under "G" was "Galle, Fred C. 13580 Highway 27 N." I could 
relax; I had 15 minutes to spare. 

You guessed it, I was here to interview Fred Galle (Galley... gal'e...as in 
ships...as my friend Bill Miller likes to say). 

Fred C. Galle, the author, the consultant, the lecturer, the horticulturist, 
known for his work throughout the United States and many parts of the world, 
and I was nervous. I had met Mr. Galle before, but this was different. It all 
started when I turned into the gravel driveway, into the woods. That's right; 
the Galle home sits in the middle of six acres of woodland, on top of a ridge, 
overlooking a deep ravine, where at the bottom runs a little stream. A beautiful 
place. If it had been in the summer when the trees would have been in full leaf, 
I wouldn't have seen the roof top of their home to help guide me up the hill. 
I just might have turned around! 

I rang the doorbell at 9:00AM sharp and was met by Fred and his lovely 
wife, Betty. They invited me in, ushered me through the foyer and into a large, 
spacious room. High ceilings, skylights and sliding glass doors lead out onto 
a deck overlooking the stream at the bottom of the ravine. I had to go outside 
to take a look even though it was still misting rain. 

Back inside we settled down in a warm comfortable setting and began to 
talk. I wanted to know where he grew up, about his family, the personal side 
of Fred C. Galle. 

Fred grew up in Dayton, Ohio, 
graduating from high school and 
spending about two years working in 
the nursery and landscape business 
thus obtaining his early training, the 
practical experience that would be 
invaluable to him throughout his 
career. Unable to obtain dormitory 
space at Ohio State for his first year, 
Fred headed to Michigan State. A 
year later, 1940, he transferred to 
Ohio State where he received his 
bachelor of science degree in 1943. 

It was 1943, during the war years, 
and Fred was a prime candidate to be 
called on to participate, and partici-
pate he did. Right in the middle of 
it—in a field artillery unit in the army. 
First Lt. Fred C. Galle didn't come 
away without being in harm's way. 
He was wounded twice and received 
the Purple Heart with one Oak Leaf 
Cluster and the Bronze Star. 

Coming home and getting 
married in 1945, Fred returned to 
Ohio State to receive his master's 
degree in 1945. If you check your 
arithmetic you'll find Fred and 
Betty celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary this past year (1995). 

Fred had trouble in the job 
market, especially for someone with 
a shoulder injury—someone whose 
arm would go numb—and especially 
for someone who wanted to go into 
the tree business, the career field Fred 
wanted to pursue. (Fate really plays a 
part in our lives doesn't it? Think about 
it; suppose Fred had gone into the world 
of trees? O.K. for the tree folks, but what 
about us azaleas lovers? You'll see my 
point as we go on.) 

In 1947, Fred was an Assistant 
Professor of Horticulture at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee where he spe-
cialized in ornamental plant studies. 
He was also in charge of the campus 
landscape. Fred stayed there until 
1952 when he was called back to 
Ohio State as Assistant Professor 
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of Horticulture. During this period, 
Fred completed course work for his 
Ph.D., but as fate would have it, all 
his records, his notebooks, were sto-
len. He was robbed by a bear, as in 
black bears of the type you can find 
around Gregory Bald in Tennessee. 
It seems as if the bear wanted his own 
Ph.D. 

About this time, Callaway 
Gardens was after Fred to join them 
at Pine Mountain, Georgia. At first 
he was reluctant, but after a visit he 
and Betty decided to stay. Betty, 
however, had several items to nego-
tiate—running water and indoor 
plumbing—Hey! Back then in rural 
Georgia these were serious points to 
consider. They moved into lodging 
that is now the Executive Suite. This 
was 1953! 

It was here that the Galles raised 
two children: son Phil, who is now a 
doctor and lives in Springfield, Illinois, 
and daughter Peggy, a nurse, who 
resides in San Bernardino, California. 
Phil and Peggy have two daughters 
each. 

And it was here Fred would 
practice his calling, working in the 
field of horticulture, a love instilled 
by his father, a man who loved gar-
dening, mostly flowers. Fred recalls 
many hours spent with his dad sit-
ting under an old buckeye tree in a 
garden setting prepared by his dad. 
Being a Boy Scout and an Eagle Scout 
enhanced his love for the outdoors. 
Even as a young man, Fred was still 
active in the Scouts with Phil, who 
also became an Eagle Scout. It was 
here Fred began a love affair with the 
azalea. 

Callaway Gardens, a place Fred 
made famous for its Azalea Trail, a 
place where he became famous for 
the work he did in the field of horti-
culture, doing research on many 
plants—clethra, ginger, crabapples 
(the list goes on and on), a place from  

which he and Betty would retire. The 
hillside that Fred would transform 
was an early project, inspired by the 
Valley Gardens in England, where 
Fred had visited years earlier. Fred 
also started the native azalea collec-
tion that is of special interest to 
Callaway Gardens. Callaway Gar-
dens, a place where Fred worked for 
over thirty years, most of which he 
spent as Director of Horticulture and 
where during the last few years, five 
in all, he wrote the book, Azaleas. 

Fred was approached by Van 
Nostrand, the publishers of Frederic 
P. Lee's book, The Azalea Book, who 
wanted an updated version. But 
Fred soon found, as he began writ-
ing, that a new book was needed. 
There were too many changes, too 
many new things happening in the 
azalea world. The first edition of 
Azaleas was published in 1985, the 
second in 1987, and the third will be 
in the book stores any day now, 
published by Timber Press. 

Fred Galle is no stranger to the 
publishing world. Early on, Fred 
began writing books, pamphlets and 
articles (many, as Betty pointed out, 
free of charge). When I asked Fred if 
this were true he simply said "Well, 
you don't make a lot of money writ-
ing garden books". "He wrote for the 
sake of educating people, there was 
so little information available for 
southern gardens at that time", Betty 
pointed out. 

From Sunset, Oxmoor House, 
Timber Press, Southern Living, Ortho, 
you name them, you can find Fred's 
work; whether he was the sole author 
or was a consultant, he's been around 
the circuit. He hasn't finished. A 
new book on hollies, from Timber 
Press, is being edited right now. Fred 
hopes to see it in print soon. This 
book is the result of researching over 
800 species of hollies from all over the 
world, taking over eight years to com-
plete, taking a lot of translating from 

Latin, German and Dutch, most of 
which Fred did himself. It's going to 
be a large book, over 1,800 pages 
typewritten. 

As a side note, while we were 
talking about writing, I found out 
that Fred had been a radio talk show 
host in Atlanta. It was, of course, a 
garden show where Fred would an-
swer listeners' questions. Maybe 
some of you folks around here re-
member. Is caller Bill still out there? 

Moving on, Fred has been active 
in practically every society in the 
horticultural world, including the 
American Rhododendron Society 
(ARS) (since the early fifties) and the 
Azalea Society of America (ASA) 
(since it was formed). He has re-
ceived recognition, awards, medals, 
and citations from all over the coun-
try. Among those are a citation from 
the Royal Horticultural Society and 
the coveted Liberty Hyde Bailey Gold 
Medal from the American Horticul-
tural Society. The list, all significant, 
would fill two pages of a resume. 
Fred also spent many years as a 
member of the advisory council of 
the United States National Arbo-
retum in Washington, D.C. after 
being appointed by then Secretary of 
Agriculture Orville Freeman. 

It would be needless to say that 
during all these years Fred estab-
lished some lasting relationships with 
some of the giants in the world of 
azaleas. Just to name a few: Dr. 
August Kehr, Dr. John Creech and 
Dr. Henry Skinner, all from Hender-
sonville, North Carolina; Julius Nuccio, 
Altadena, California; Orlando Pride, 
Butler, Pennsylvania; Peter Girard 
Sr., Geneva, Ohio; and Tony 
Shammarello, from Euclid, Ohio. I'm 
sure you'll recognize these men as 
some of the early hybridizers of the 
azalea. 

Did you know that Fred was a 
hybridizer himself, naming five 
crosses? Starting in 1954, looking for 

June 1996/THE AZALEAN • 25 



large fragrant crosses, he registered 
these five in 1984: 

'Choice Cream' (austrinum x 
atlanticum, light yellow, pink 
tube, yellow blotch, fragrant) 

'Galle's Choice' (calendula-
ceum x  alabamense, light yel-
low, white throat, light pink 
on tips, fragrant) 

'White Flakes' (a selection 
from wild canescens from 
Haralson County, Georgia, 
white, pale to light pink on 
tips of lobes) 

These hybrids are being propagated 
by Ed Egan for retail sales by fellow 
members Harold and Nancy Greer of 
Greer Gardens. You can always find 
their ad in THE AZALEAN. 

Back to Fred's association with 
fellow plantsmen. If there would be 
one lasting bit of wisdom, one impres-
sion made on Fred, it would be testing 
and evaluating your plant before you 
put your name on it. Pressing, I asked 
Fred if he thought that since azaleas 
were so easy to work with, too many 
were being named. Fred replied, "most 
definitely. It seems", he went on, 
"that some name every seedling that 
comes along after their wives, kids, 
cats and dogs. After a while their 
description disappears. We need to 
have a longer period, a wider range of 
environmental testing before register-
ing. The ARS and ASA need to be 
more interested in the process. Some 
plants just don't merit registration. 
Even Ben Morrison named too many, 
besides dropping over 400 on the 
market at one time. Now some are 
hard or impossible to find." 

Speaking of merit, I asked him 
what traits did he find made the aza-
lea so popular. "Easy to grow, low 
maintenance, pretty much disease free,  

deer maybe a problem and of course, 
their flowers. With some of the new 
hybrids, their foliage makes it an 
interesting plant. The natives are 
having a revival of sorts since you 
can find more on the market now 
days. Their fragrance alone makes 
them popular!" 

I asked about the use of azaleas 
in the landscape, what do you look 
for? "A lot, of course, depends on 
the position and the setting. I'd use 
a lot of the dwarfs, the lower grow-
ers, intermingled with the natives. 
You can intermix different varieties, 
but you have to be careful. Some 
landscapers don't know how so they 
shy away from using them." I had to 
ask the next question, even though I 
felt I knew the answer, "Which is 
your favorite azalea?" There was no 
one plant, naturally, but he did fa-
vor the Kurumes, especially, the early 
varieties, and some of the Southern 
Indicas, but they are not too cold 
hardy around here. The Glenn Dales, 
the Back Acres, the Girards, they 
have nice foliage. And, of course, 
the natives, because of the different 
flowering seasons and the fragrance. 

"What are Fred and Betty up 
to?", I asked. Was he still on the 
lecture circuit? I don't know who 
responded first, Betty or Fred, but 
the answer was, "No. We're keep-
ing a low profile, enjoying retire-
ment, waiting for the holly book to 
come out, and we still piddle around 
the yard a bit, but we do it slowly." 
You see, for a while Fred's health 
wasn't the best in the world, but 
since having a heart valve replaced 
in 1990, he said he's doing much 
better. I thought, at 76, he looked 
pretty good. 

I was running out of questions 
and I still wanted to look around 
outside before heading home. I had 
expected a landscape filled with aza- 

leas, no grass, just shrubs. I was 
right about the grass because of all 
the leaves, but Betty explained. 
"When we moved here, I wanted to 
know where we were going to build 
the garage. Fred said, "There won't 
be a garage", and then I wanted to 
know where we would store things, 
like a lawn mower. Fred said, "There 
won't be a lawn." Anyway, there 
were a few azaleas around, both ev-
ergreen and natives, a large native 
hybrid by the front door and some 
rhododendrons. Oh! A lot of plants 
in pots, some recently introduced 
Kurumes that Fred was evaluating 
and a lot of hollies, a collection of 
some unusual plants. 

I asked Fred which did he pre-
fer, azaleas or hollies? It would have 
to be a toss up, was the reply, but the 
real answer came from Betty: "The 
natives azaleas first, then the ever-
green azaleas, then the hollies and 
then any other plant that comes 
along." I also noticed Fred had, over 
the years, collected the rare, the un-
usual and the dwarf type plants. 

I couldn't leave without a final 
question, and this one was for Betty. 
"All these years, what can you say 
about living with the Azaleaman?" 
"It's been a good life. A healthy life. 
I've learned a lot, by osmosis. I'm the 
weed and water person. The extra 
hand when he needs it, that little 
extra help." 

On my way home I thought of 
what Betty had said and the song 
about "The Wind Beneath My Wings" 
kept running through my head. 

Jim Thornton is a long-time azalea 
enthusiast. Jim is retired from the tele-
phone company. He is the founding force 
behind the Oconee Chapter, and is 
currently Vice President of The Azalea 
Society of America.0 
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Fred and Betty Galle 
Photograph by Jim Thornton 

'Choice Cream' 
Photograph by Fred Galle 

PRIZE FOR BEST ARTICLE IN THE 
AZALEAN 1995 

RICHARD T. WEST and WILLIAM C. MILLER III 

In 1989, the Board of Governors authorized the editor ofTHE AZALEAN 
to establish an annual prize for the best article to appear inTHE AZALEAN. 
The concept was to acquire through donations, a fund which when invested 
would provide an annual prize for the best article published in THE 
AZALEAN. Funds were donated by the following chapters to establish the 
"CHAPTER'S PRIZE": 

Tri-State 
Richmond Virginia 
Ben Morrison 
Northern Virginia 
Brookside Gardens 

As stated in the September 1990 issue, the best article each year will be 
selected by a poll of the membership. The prize will be announced and 
awarded at the Annual Meeting of the Society. 

The prize for Best Article in THE AZALEAN has been awarded to 
Richard T. West and William C. Miller III for the article "The Ten Oaks 
Azaleas and the Glenn Dale Distribution Project" which appeared in the 
September 1995 issue ofTHE AZALEAN. Dick West and Bill Miller are both 
frequent contributors to THE AZALEAN, and the editor and staff wish to 
express a special thanks to them for their efforts on behalf of the members of 
the Azalea Society of America. ❑ 

WHERE CAN I FIND 
THAT CULTIVAR? 

A reader has inquired about 
where to get the following cultivars 
that were used by Ben Morrison in 
his hybridizing program. 

'Hazel Dawson' 

'Louise' 

'Willy' 

Please reply to Mr. William C. 
Miller III, Public Information Com-
mittee, Azalea Society of American, 
Post Office Box 34536, West Bethesda, 
MD 20827-0536. ❑ 

1997 Convention and 
Annual Meeting 

The 1997 annual meeting and Con-
vention will be sponsored by the Oconee 
Chapter. It will be held in the Atlanta, 
Georgia vicinity on April 17, 18 and 19. 
Please mark these dates on your calendar. 



Soil Amendments Affect Azalea Performance 

John C. Pair 
Wichita, Kansas 

Proper soil preparation is always beneficial for success with plants, but is 
especially important in the case of azaleas. It is well known that azaleas require 
an acid soil, but there are other complex factors involved in improving the 
physical and biological make-up of soils which affect the growth of plants (1). 
Selecting the proper soil for the best root environment is ideal, but gardeners 
who want to grow a few azaleas may have to deal with their existing soil on site 
and to improve it to the best of their ability. Of primary concern is good drainage 
and acidification. 

Addition of organic matter improves retention of moisture in light, sandy 
soils and also loosens heavy, clay soils by separating clay particles and cement-
ing them together into aggregates, thus improving the structure of the soil. 
Organic matter also supplies nutrient elements, buffers the soil from rapid chemi-
cal changes and enriches the biological activity of the root environment. The 
choice of organic matter often depends on availability, but can include sphag-
num peat moss (more acid than hypnum peat), rotted sawdust, composted oak 
leaves, pine needles, (both acidic in nature) or other well rotted materials. It is 
always wise to test the pH of the soil at the beginning of the preparation process 
and aim to bring the level down to 4.5 to 5.5 eventually for best results. 

As reported earlier (2) success with azaleas in the Great Plains depends on 
(A) the selection of hardy species and cultivars, (B) a well drained site prefer-
ably in a location with winter shade, (C) adjustment of the soil pH, and (D) 
addition of generous amounts of organic matter including a mulch to retain 
adequate moisture. Three out of four of these requirements can be met through 
proper bed preparation. It is helpful to do the preparation in the fall or winter 
before planting the following spring. In proper bed construction the drainage 
will be improved through elevating the soil level, organic matter will be added 
and the pH adjusted well before the planting season. 

In the fall of 1988 we began preparation for a new soil comparison using 
five white azalea cultivars. Soil was a Canadian sandy loam with a pH of 7 0 
before incorporating any amendments. Organic matter sources compared were 
traditional sphagnum peat moss versus a Back to Earth Resources product con-
taining cotton burrs. The material is a by-product from cotton gins in Lubbock, 
Texas, an area where no defoliants are used on the cotton crop, and is marketed 
as a soil amendment. 

Each organic matter type was incorporated at 15 cubic feet per 50 square 
feet or approximately one third by volume. Both products were compared with 
and without sulfur at a rate of three pounds. per 100 square feet. Combined 
treatments were also included and consisted of equal parts sphagnum peat 
plus cotton burrs with and without sulfur added. Soil pH was monitored to 
determine both short term and long term effects of each treatment. 

Amendments were incorporated on November 30, 1988, and the following 
spring three replications each of five white azalea cultivars were planted in 
each of the treated plots. Cultivars planted were 'Kathy', 'Delaware Valley White', 
'Snow', 'H. H. Hume', and 'Helen Curtis'. Observations were made on plant  

condition, growth, drought stress and 
flowering for three years. 

Results 

Soil tests indicated a fairly rapid 
change and considerable pH differ-
ence among treatments after only 
three months (Table 1). After four 
months sphagnum peat moss alone 
reduced the pH from 7.0 to 5.4. The 
addition of sulfur to the plot reduced 
the pH further to 4.4 in six months. 
However, amendments which in-
cluded cotton burrs tended to raise 
the pH temporarily. Cotton burrs 
alone raised the pH to 8.1 initially but 
within a year it was back to 7.1. Dolo-
mite added to the cotton burrs at the 
end of composting no doubt contrib-
uted to the rise in pH. The product 
is now acidified to aleviate this prob-
lem. The addition of sulfur at three 
pounds per 100 square feet moder-
ated the effect of the cotton burrs to 
6.5 by July, 1989. By mixing peat moss 
and cotton burrs plus sulfur, the pH 
was 5.5 after nine months. A high cal-
cium content in our irrigation water 
caused the pH in all treatments to 
creep up over time. Annual incre-
ments of sulfur are usually necessary 
to maintain a pH in the ideal range, 
although acid mulches such as pine 
bark or pine needles help to allevi-
ate alkalinity as well. 

Averaged across all cultivars, 
growth, plant condition and flower-
ing were best when plants were 
grown in soil amended with peat 
moss plus sulfur followed by peat 
moss only (Table 2). Next best were 
azaleas grown in plots containing peat 
moss and cotton burrs plus sulfur. 
Worst treatments were peat moss and 
cotton burrs (without sulfur) and 
cotton burrs only. 

Among white cultivars planted, 
'Delaware Valley White' and 'H. H. 
Hume' grew and flowered best (Table 
3). 'Snow' proved inferior to other 
cultivars tested in plant condition and 
drought stress as indicated by leaf 
water potential. Plant condition and 
leaf water were poorest in mixes 
containing cotton burrs, perhaps due 
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Table 2. Azalea performance as affected by soil amendments 

Treatment 
No. 

Surv. 
Growth iin.P Plant 

Cond.2  
Leaf W 
(MPa) 

Flower 
rating2  Ht. 	Sprd. 

(1) Peat moss 14 17.9 ab 22.5 ab 4.4b -1.1c 5.4a 

(2) Peat + sulfur 15 18.7 a 24.6 a 5.5 a -1.1 c 5.8 a 

(3) Peat + cotton burrs 14 13.4 c 16.1 c 2.9 c -1.5 a 2.9 c 

(4) Peat, cotton burrs + sulfur 15 16.5 b 22.4 ab 4.8 ab -1.2 be 5.1 ab 

(5) Cotton burrs + sulfur 15 13.6 c 20.8 b 4.3 b -1.4 ab 4.3 b 

(6) Cotton burrs only 10 11.5 c 14.0 c 1.9 d -1.6 a 2.3 c 

to the coarseness of the material. Treatments containing peat moss produced azaleas with better plant condition, 
less drought stress and more flowering. 

References 

(1) Clark, J. Harold. 1982. Getting Started with Rhododendrons and Azaleas. Timber Press, p. 268. 
(2) Pair, John C. 1995. "Growing Evergreen Azaleas in the Great Plains". THE AZALEAN 17(2), pp. 34-36. 

Table 1. Effect of amendments on soil OP 

Treatment 
Rate/ 	Dec. 	Jan. 	Mar. 	May 	July 	Oct. 

100 sq. ft. 	1988 	1989 	1989 	1989 	1989 	1989 

(1) Peat moss only 

(2) Peat moss 
+ sulfur 

(3) Peat moss 
+ cotton burrs 

(4) Peat moss 
+ cotton burrs 
+ sulfur 

30 cu. ft. 

30 cu. ft. 
3 lbs. 

15 cu. ft. 
15 cu. ft. 

15 cu. ft. 
15 cu. ft. 

3 lbs. 

	

7.1 	5 3 	5.4 	5.8 	5.9 	6.0 

	

7.0 	5.5 	54 	4.4 	4.6 	5.3 

	

6.9 	6.3 	6.9 	7.3 	7.2 	6.7 

	

6.9 	6.5 	6.6 	5.4 	5.5 	6.4 

(5) Cotton burrs 
	

30 cu. ft. 	7.1 	7.5 	7.5 	7.0 	6.5 	6.7 
+ sulfur 
	

3 lbs. 

(6) Cotton burrs only 	30 cu. ft. 	7.1 	7.4 	8.1 	7.9 	7.6 	7.1 

I Initial pH was 7.0 before amendments were incorporated November 30, 1988. 

I Numbers followed by a common letter are not significantly different statistically at the 95% confidence level 
(average of five cultivars, three replications) 

Rated on scale of 0 to 9 with 0 = dead and 9 = best condition and most flowering. 
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Table 3. Growth, flowering and leaf water potential of white azalea cultivars 

Cultivar 
No. 

Surv. 
Growth (in.)'- Plant 

Cond.- 
Leaf water 

potential (MPa) 
Flower 
rating' Ht. Sprd. 

Kathy 18 13.4 b 20.3 b 3.7 b -1.5 b 3.3 b 

Del. Valley White 17 18.7 a 23.7 a 5.3 a -1.1 	a 5.8 a 

H.H. Hume 18 18.7 a 26.1 a 5.1 a -1.1 a 5.4 a 

Helen Curtis 15 12.6 b 13.7 c 2.9 be -1.3 b 3.4 b 

Snow 15 13.3 b 16.8 c 2.8 c -1.8 c 4.1 b 

1  Average of 3 replications in each of 6 soil amendments (= 18 total). Numbers in a column followed by 
a common letter are not significantly different at the 95% confidence level. 

2  Rated on scale of 0 to 9 with 0 - dead and 9 = best condition and most flowering. ❑ 

Sphagum peat moss preferred Peat moss 1/3 by volume incorporated 

John C Pair, Ph.D. is a Research 
r-lorticulturist at the Kansas State University 
:lorticulture Research Center at Wichita, 
Kansas. Primary responsibilities are woody 
plant evaluations for adaptability to zone 6a 
with emphasis on cold hardiness, heat and 
drought tolerance and other environmental 
factors including site selection and cultural 
requirements for commercial production and 
consumer use. A major goal is to enhance the 
selection of ornamental plants for the Great 
Plains region. 

Photographs by the author 
Azaleas after planting in well-prepared bed 
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Figure 1 
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HONOR ROLL 	CULTURAL NOTES 

The following are "Sustaining" 
and "Endowment" members of the 
Azalea Society of America for 1996: 

L. Malcolm Clark 
Jane Newman 
Donald H. Voss 
Gerald & Myra Bleyer 
Bettie L. Donley 
Mr. & Mrs. J. F. Duplinsky 
Pope's Azalea Farm 
Barbara (Rusty) LaGuardia 
William B. McIntosh 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Nachman 
Roy Payne 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard T. West 
Mr. & Mrs. Judson H. Wingard 

SPECIAL GIFTS TO 
THE AZALEAN 

We would like to acknowledge 
the following donors of Special finan-
cial gifts made during the past year 
which have been applied directly to 
the publication of THE AZALEAN: 

Murray and Inez Sheffield 
Don Voss 

The Brookside Gardens Chapter 
Richard West 

Steve Brainerd 
Wanda and Keith Suddreth 

William C. Miller III 

What Does pH Mean? 

In azalea culture, one is often 
confronted with the term "pH". Soil 
acidity is measured by what scientists 
refer to as its hydrogen ion concen-
tration and is called for convenience 
pH. The pH scale is from 1 to 14; 7 is 
neutral and readings above 7 indicate 
alkalinity. Readings below 7 indicate 
soil acidity. 	Azaleas grow best in 
aicd soil, pH 4.5 to 6. 

Azalea Rust Problems 

Member Ben Reid related a call he received recently. The caller claimed he 
had azaleas with rust problems. Not seeing the plants, but assuming he was 
talking about evergreen azaleas this disturbed Ben. 

Doing a little research, I found there are rust diseases out there to be dealt 
with, like the Chrysomyxa, Aecidium, Pucciniastrum and Puccinia species which 
attack the rhododendron and deciduous azaleas. 

I wonder if the caller was referring to the rust-colored spots on the 
underside of the leaves caused by the "lace bug"? 

Now, that's a different story... 

Jim Thornton 
Conyers, Georgia 

Having Label Problems? Try This 

In my garden, I have always had label problems. The permanent ink will 
wash away, birds and squirrels carry them away, plants grow around the 
aluminum wire... 

I have found an inexpensive way to solve this problem. I make a jig to bend 
a sixteen-inch insulation wire [stiff wires made to hold ceiling insulation 
between joists 16-inches apart, ed.] into a stake with a loop on which to tie the 
metal label. This label should be embossed or engraved (Dremel engraver, 
$16.00). 

To make the jig (refer to 
Figure 1), you need a 12" piece 
of 2 x 4, one 1-1/2" long, 3/4" 
diameter bolt, one 12" piece of 
1 x 3, three wood screws 1-1/2" 
long. 

In the center of the 2 x 4, 
sink a hole with a one-inch bit 
the depth of the head of the bolt. In the center of 
this hole drill a hole through the 2 x 4. Place 
the bolt in the hole and cap with the 1 x 3 using 
the three wood screws. Flip over. The bolt 
should protrude about 1/2". Drill a hole as close 
to the 3/4" bolt as possible. This hole must 
accommodate the 3/16" stake to a depth of 3/4". 
I t should be lined with metal. Drill the hole large 
enough to accommodate aluminum gutter guard, 
cut the aluminum gutter guard, roll it and place 
it in the hole. 

To use, place the insulation wire in the 
metal-lined recess and wrap around the screw. 
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Remove from jig and cut off the bent portion of the wire that was in the metal-lined recess. Bend the loop to touch the stake. 

The stake is now ready for priming. To build a priming bucket (see Figure 2), use a 15" piece of 1" PVC pipe. Cap one 
end and put a 1" to 2" reducer bushing on the other end. 

Use a primer (I use Rust-Oleum #7767 Rusty Metal Primer). One quart will do several hundred stakes. Pour the primer 
into the PVC and place in a concrete block to hold upright. Use a small wire to dip the stakes and hang on the line to 
dry. A strip of 1" welding wire is very satisfactory. Use Dixie Steel wire because it will bend easily. The Simson brand 
is difficult to bend. These insulation wires come 100 to a box (around $6.00). 

Charles Owen 
Cedartown, Georgia 

Rooting Azalea Cuttings 

The Oconee Chapter has put together a set of tables to serve as a reference for those of you who would like to try your 
hand at rooting azaleas. For those who are already rooting, maybe you can pick up a tip or two to help remedy those pesky 
problems you encounter from time-to-time. 

Name Medium Container Hormone Fungicide Fertilizer 

i 

Watering 
 Procedure 

Swcatbox- 
Coldframe Transplant 

Larry 
Meeks 

Fine pine 
bark mulch 
and Perlite 

96 cell flat Dip and 
Grow 

None None Kept moist 
under mist 

Plants kept 
under 

sweatbox 

Spring (1 
gal) 

r 
Jim 

Thornto 
100% 

ground pine 
bark 

Various - 
usually 

6-cell plastic 
pack 

Hormodin 
#2 

Captan None Mist four times 
daily for two 
minutes per 

interval taper 
off to one 
cycle/day 

Over-winter 
in sweatbox 

Spring (3" 
or 4" pot) 

Earl 
Hester 

100% 
ground pine 

bark 

jumbo size 
6-cell plastic 

pack 

None None After rooting Peters 
21-7-7 alternate with 

calmag (Excel) 
15-5-15 

Misting 
throughout 

rooting 

Kept in cold 
frame over 

winter 

Spring (1 
gal) 

Frank 
Bryan 

1/3 ground 
pine bark, 

1/3 sand, 1/3 
potting soil 

mixture 

1 gal. milk 
carton cut in 
half with top 
taped back 
on during 

rooting 

Rootone None None No regular 
schedule 

Plants left in 
open in 
varying 

degrees of 
shade - 

some put in 
sweatboxes 

Spring 
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Name Medium Container Hormone Fungicide Fertilizer 
Watering 
Procedure 

Sweatbox- 
Coldframe 	i Transplant 

James 
Harris 

Ground pine 
bark with 

perlite 

3-inch 
square pot 

. 	None Banrot or 
Captan 

Pinch of Osmocote 
(16-6-12/9 months) 
is placed in bottom 

of container 

No regular 
schedule - best 

left outdoors 

Kept under 
sweatbox 

during 
winters 

Spring (1 gal 
pot) 

Dave 
Butler 

1/3 peat, 1/3 
pine bark, 
1/3 perlite 

6-cell plastic 
pack 

Rootone Captan 1/2 solution Miracid 
after rooting starts 

Plants are kept 
moist during 

rooting 

Cold frame Spring (3" 
or 4" pot) 

Ray 
Goza 

ground pine 
bark - 80%, 
sphagnum 
peat - 10% 

perlite - 10% 

2-1/4-inch 
by 3-inch 
tall plastic 

pot 

Hormodin 
#2 

Captan 1/2 cup Osmocote to 
a wheel-barrow of 

medium mix 

Keep moist Overwinter 
in sweatbox 

Spring (1 gal 
container) 

Mark 
Hill 

Screened 
Pine bark 

(1/4-inch or 
less) 

4- x 4-inch 
plastic pot 

Rootone None None Bark was 
soaked before 

striking - 
therafter kept 

moist 

Hoop frame 
(4 x 10 x 2 
feet with 

white plastic 
cover) 

Spring 

There are several notes of interest which we could not fit into the tables: 

(1) Earl Hester advises to begin a fungicide spray program after rooting, using Benlate®. 
(2) Frank Bryan is new to rooting and did a lot of experimenting. He was well pleased with the milk 

carton plants which were very successful. 
(3) James Harris starts pinching his plants early to encourage branching. 
(4) Ray Goza advises to spray periodically with Captan®. Mark Hill is also a first-timer who attained 

good results. 
(5) In most cases, references to ground pine bark refers to the use of a product "Nature's Helper". This 

is found in two to three cubic foot bags at most garden centers. 
(6) Plastic containers can normally be found through nursery supply catalogs, or at a local nursery. 

Some garden centers may save you a small supply. The containers come in flats which contain 
packs of varying numbers of cells. For example, a 1203 flat contains twelve packs with three cells 
per pack (thirty-six plants to a flat). A 1206 mini-flat equals twelve six-plant cells, or seventy-two 
plants to a flat. Other propagating flats can hold even more plants. 

Avoiding Lyme Disease 

The U. S. National Arboretum Agricultural Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture has published a "Tick 
Fact Sheet". They advise the following steps to avoid Lyme Disease: 

Tuck your pants into your socks to prevent ticks from climbing upward under your clothing. 

Place bird feeders away from your deck and house. Birds may carry ticks and mice may be attracted by dropped seed. 

Decrease the available nesting sites for mice. Keep grass mowed and woodpiles stacked away from your house. 

Wear light colored clothing when you enjoy the outdoors. Ticks are much easier to see against a light background. 
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AZALEA QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS NEW MEMBERS 

AT-LARGE MEMBERS 

In the last issue of THE AZALEAN, Azalea Questions and Answers 
Section, there was a question of growing azaleas in Oneonta, New York. The 
answer was somewhat non-committal and in the interests of our publication 
being fully responsive to the readers, I should like to submit some helpful and 
constructive information. 

I spent most of my childhood in the Susquehanna River Valley, just a few 
miles from Oneonta and know the area very intimately. I would therefore like 
to submit the following as an adjunct to the response made in the above 
reference: 

Answer: Yes,you can grow azaleas nicely in the Oneonta area. There are native 
species of azaleas that grow there very well. They are known locally in your area as 
Pinksters. In actuality,the species name is Rhododendron prinophyllum (or earlier 
known as R. roseum). This species is a very choice plant and is widely sought by growers 
in other areas. Unfortunately it is rarely found, except in the better nurseries and gardens. 
It is about the most fragrant of all azaleas, and is hardy up into the Adirondack 
Mountains. 

Another species that will grow very well in your area is R. calendulaceum. In fact 
a plant of this species has grown in the area just south of Oneonta for well over 50 years 
and is now at least 10 feet tall, with bright yellow flowers. The University of Minnesota 
has developed several extremely hardy hybrids, known collectively as the Northern Lights 
Series. They include cultivars with names such as Pink Lights, Rosy Lights, Spicy 
Lights, and White Lights. All the above are deciduous azaleas and most of them are found 
in a catalog of a nursery on Long Island [Roslyn Nursery, see ad this issue, ed]. 

There are a few evergreen azaleas that you might try, but which may be marginally 
hardy for you. The above nursery lists one named 'Pink Discovery,' that was found in 
some plants of R. poukhanense, which is listed for -25 F. You might also like to 
experiment with R. kiusianum, which survived and even flowered in the writer's garden 
at -19 F, the only everngreen azalea to do so. You could protect such evergreen azaleas 
somewhat by covering them in early winter by pine boughs. With such protection it is 
probable you could enjoy flowers for most seasons. 

You are encouraged to experiment with species and hybrids of azaleas and help the 
Society to enlarge the knowledge of growing these beautiful plants in very cold areas. 

I hope the above will be useful. 

August E. Kehr, Ph.D. 

Hendersonville, North Carolina 

FRANK & JAN ABBOTT 
THE RHODY FARM 
36706 212TH WAY SE 
AUBURN, WA 98002 
PHONE: (206) 939-0372 

STEVE & LYNN ANDERSON 
7001 NORTH 10TH STREET 
TACOMA, WA 98406 
PHONE: (206) 756-7016 

DIANE & CECIL BELL 
THE RHODODENDRON GARDEN 
30807 50TH PLACE SW 
FEDERAL WAY, WA 98023-2008 
PHONE: (206) 927-3081 

CHARLES BORSOM 
462 DALE DRIVE 
P 0 BOX 284 
BASYE, VA 22810 
PHONE: (540) 856-2086 

GERTRUDE BRENDEN 
2525 112TH STREET E 
TACOMA, WA 98445 
PHONE: (206) 531-8497 

DONALD & LENNIE BUTLER 
2609 CINCINNATI 
STEILACOOM, WA 98388 
PHONE: (206) 582-8066 

JAN & ELDON BUTLER 
13021 MILITARY ROAD E 
PUYALLUP, WA 98374 
PHONE: (206) 848-8398 

JOANNE & DAN CAMPBELL 
5201 GIFFORD ROAD SW 
OLYMPIA, WA 98502 
PHONE: (360) 352-5150 

PAULINE CASIO 
19501 94TH STREET E 
BONNIE LAKE, WA 98390 

JAMES CHERTAUT 
10601 125TH STREET E 
PUYALLUP, WA 98374 
PHONE: (206) 841-2753 

DONALD & JEAN CLARK 
D & J RHODIES 
18008 MOUNTS ROAD SW 
DUPONT, WA 98327 
PHONE: (206) 964-0530 

POLO DE LORENZO 
3970 AZALEA AVENUE 
SEBASTOPOL, CA 95472 
PHONE: (707) 823-6832 
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BOB & LAURIENNE MINNICH 
P 0 BOX 56 
PUYALLUP, WA 98371 
PHONE: (206) 845-5167 

HENRY MIYOSHI 
4501 AUBURN WAY N 
AUBURN, WA 98002 
PHONE: (206) 852-1696 

SETSUYO MULCAHEY 
12413 136TH AVENUE E 
PUYALLUP, WA 98374 
PHONE: (206) 848-2476 

DARRELL & PAT NELSON 
220 LAKE LOUISE DR SW 
TACOMA, WA 98498-3146 
PHONE: (206) 582-4255 

ROBERT & JANIS NELSON 
P 0 BOX C 
MILTON, WA 98354 
PHONE: (206) 922-5867 

PAUL D. OLIVER 
225 VANCE PLACE 
GADSEN, AL 35904 

KARL & TAYOKO PAYTON 
806 184TH COURT E 
SPANAWAY, WA 98387 
PHONE: (206) 847-4524 

LUCILLE PETERSON 
2602 S UNION APT C301 
TACOMA, WA 98405 
PHONE: (206) 474-1604 

BOB PROFFITT 
RR 4/ BOX 28-A 
PITTSBURG, TX 75686 

STAN & NANCY PUGH 
6706 56TH STREET E 
PUYALLUP, WA 98374 
PHONE: (206) 848-6551 

BEATRICE REAGAN 
9820 121ST SW 
TACOMA, WA 98498 
PHONE: (206) 588-4783 

HENRY & HEATHER ROHN 
6709 194TH AVENUE E 
BONNIE LAKE, WA 98390 
PHONE: (206) 862-9896 

MARY ROONEY 
10124 CEDRONA STREET 
TACOMA, WA 98498 
PHONE: (206) 581-4519 

DR JERMAN W ROSE 
6522 ARDMORE DRIVE SW 
TACOMA, WA 98499 
PHONE: (206) 584-3874 

CHARLES SCHWAB 
2806 MARIETTA 
STEILACOOM, WA 98388 
PHONE: (206) 588-6125 

BRITT SMITH 
BRITTENHILL NURSERY 
25809 124TH AVENUE SE 
KENT, WA 98031 
PHONE: (206) 631-2162 

CLINT & KAY SMITH 
BENJAMIN'S NURSERY 
P 0 BOX 147 
SUMNER, WA 98390 
PHONE: (206) 862-6152 

ESTHER STRICKLAND 
8518 28TH AVENUE E 
TACOMA, WA 98445 
PHONE: (206) 531-4449 

TERRY WOLANSKI, MD 
117 KING RICHARD COURT 
JACKSONVILLE, NC 28540 

BERNICE WORTH 
2920 86TH AVENUE E 
PUYALLUP, WA 98371 
PHONE: (206) 922-0137 

EDWIN YONEOKA 
11804 SE 231ST PLACE 
KENT, WA 98031 

MARJORIE A ZAHRLY 
7405 84TH STREET E 
PUYALLUP, WA 98371 
PHONE: (206) 845-0877 

BEN MORRISON CHAPTER 

ROBERT & SALLY DOUGLASS 
2549 ASPEN ROAD 
PORT REPUBLIC, MD 20676 
PHONE: (410) 5486-2197 

BROOKSIDE GARDENS 
CHAPTER 

JACK ENGEL 
4221 34TH STREET 
MT. RAINIER, MD 20712-1737 

ACACIA G. HUNT 
5308 BLACKISTONE ROAD 
BETHESDA, MD 20816 
PHONE: (301) 320-3125 

JOZEF M. DELVAUX 
BERRELEI 91 
B-2930 BRASSCHAAT 
BELGIUM 

BOB & COLEEN GEORGE 
3030 E BEAVER LAKE DR SE 
ISSAQUAH, WA 98027 
PHONE: (206) 391-2366 

DARRELL L. GEORGE 
19410 HIGHWAY 10 
LITTLE ROCK, AR 72212 

A. GRINEVICIUS 
76 FALCON STREET #3 
TORONTO ONTARIO, M4S 2P5 
CANADA 

DON R. HALSEY 
2730 DOGWOOD CIRCLE 
CHARLOTTE, NC 28208-2409 
PHONE: (704) 394-3320 

NADINE HENRY 
30207 52ND EAST 
GRAHAM, WA 98338 
PHONE: (206) 847-6895 

EVELYN & CLAYTON HOEBELHEINRICH 
THE RODY PATCH 
16428 88TH STREET EAST 
SUMNER, WA 98390 
PHONE: (206) 863-0251 

BETSY JOHNSON 
204 PRESSLY STREET 
CLOVER, SC 29710 
PHONE: (803) 222-4245 

KURT KILTY 
1722 PAPER MILL ROAD 
MEADOWBROOK, PA 19046 
PHONE: (215) 938-0610 

JIM & DELORES KROB 
2027 BOBB COURT SE 
OLYMPIA, WA 98501 
PHONE: (360) 459-3152 

DR JERRY & JOANNE LEJEUNE 
6733 80TH STREET SW 
TACOMA, WA 98499 
PHONE: (206) 582-6733 

JOHN LUNGO 
6925 HILLGROVE LANE SW 
TACOMA, WA 98499 
PHONE: (206) 582-4957 

PAT & DONNA MANSFIELD 
28605 51ST PLACE S 
AUBURN, WA 98002 
PHONE: (206) 839-5505 

MARC J. MCVICKER 
RR5/ BOX 307-A 
WAYNESBORO, VA 22980 
PHONE: (540) 943-7696 

DALLAS CHAPTER 

LOGAN CALHOUN 
4848 DOVE CREEK 
DALLAS, TX 75232 
PHONE: (214) 333-0462 

ROBERT L. ENNIS, JR. 
2229 SAN MEDINA AVENUE 
DALLAS, TX 75228 
PHONE: (214) 328-6109 

DAVID & LORINE GIBSON 
3511 OVERBROOK 
DALLAS, TX 75205 
PHONE: (214) 521-5236 

KEITH KINNEY & KAY DAY 
7003 WOODRIDGE DRIVE 
FLOWER MOUND, TX 75028 
PHONE: (817) 967-1760 

LOUISIANA CHAPTER 

JACK & DIANE BEITH 
200 JOHN AMACKER ROAD 
CARRIERE, MS 39426 
PHONE: (601) 795-8585 

BELLINGRATH GARDENS/ HOME 
12401 BELLINGRATH GARDENS RD 
THEODOR, LA 36582 
PHONE: (334) 973-2217 

DR & MRS PATRICK MCKENNA 
3838 VETERANS BLVD 
METAIRIE, LA 70002 
PHONE: (504) 887-0282 

ALLEN OWINGS 
P O. BOX 25100 
BATON ROUGE, LA 70894 
PHONE: (504) 388-2222 

OCONEE CHAPTER 

CHARLENE & DAVID SALTER 
1778 BRANDYWOOD DRIVE 
CONYERS, GA 30208 

ROBERT & THELMA SWISHER 
1746 MYSTERY CIRCLE 
CONYERS, GA 30207-6124 
PHONE: (770) 483-6137 

RICHOND VIRGINIA CHAPTER 

ROBERT & ARLENE BRADLEY 
11830 ABERDEEN LANDING TER 
MIDLOTHIAN, VA 23113 
PHONE: (804) 330-7905 

JANE MC KAY 
3 COBB'S COURT 
PAYMYRA, VA 22963 
PHONE: (804) 589-9630 

NOTE: This list reflects new 
members as of April 15, 1996.0 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

DALLAS CHAPTER 
Peggy Kirkland, President 

The first official meeting of the 
year was held on February 27, 1996 at 
the Highland Park Town Hall. Plans 
for the upcoming ASA National Con-
vention were discussed, and after the 
business was taken care of, we watched 
videos on Bellingrath Gardens, 
Callaway Gardens, and a video on 
butterfly gardening. 

As you are reading this, the ASA 
Convention is a memory, and the 
Dallas Chapter hopes it is a fond one. 
We hope that you enjoyed the time 
you spent with us as much as we 
enjoyed having you. We look forward 
to seeing you again in the future. 

The chapter would like to thank 
Peggy Kirkland; without her devotion 
and organization the convention 
would not have been possible. Many 
thanks to Steve Brainerd, our liaison 
officer and speaker extraordinaire, all 
the volunteers, Eugene Westlake and 
everyone at the Dallas Arboretum, 
and our garden hosts for allowing us 
a peek at their own world. And last, 
thanks to our other speakers, Thomas 
Brinda, Mark Wegmann, Naud 
Burnett, and Col. Ronald C. Vines, 
our keynote speaker. Everyone came 
away very excited about Mr. Vines' 
Holly Springs hybrids. How long do 
we have to wait?!!! 

LOUISIANA CHAPTER 
Bill F. Bode, President 

The Louisiana Chapter Spring 
Quarterly Meeting was held on Febru-
ary 11, 1996, at the Hammond Experi-
ment Station, Hammond, Louisiana. 
Routine reports were made and 
accepted. A special report on their 
participation in the Ten Oaks Glenn 
Dale project was made by Perry and 
Ann Corkern, owners of the A & P 
Nursery, Franklinton, Louisiana. 
Their report gave a good overview of 
the early history of the project and  

also detailed their experiences so far 
in the project as to the selection, 
delivery, rooting, and tagging of the 
cuttings. The report was very well 
received and caused a great deal of 
useful discussion. 

Dr. W. Larry Brown updated 
the membership about the status of 
the chapter's Show and Tell (slide 
show). He reported that acceptance 
by the local garden clubs has been 
very good to excellent, and that three 
presentations will be made in March 
and April. 

In answer to the most-asked 
question at our shows in the past, 
"Where can I buy...", 'Southern 
Summer Rose' or 'Sir Robert' or 'Pink 
Camellia', the chapter will include a 
sale as part of our Spring Show, 
which is held in conjunction with 
Azalea Week in Hammond. The 
Show and Sale was held in and 
adjacent to the Downtown Hammond 
Azalea Exhibit Garden, Hammond, 
Louisiana, on March 23, 1996. 

Drs. Brown and Constantin, 
who are the local coordinators for 
the Russian seed project, announced 
the growers and discussed how the 
chapter can participate. 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA CHAPTER 
John Zottoli, President 

The December meeting of the 
Northern Virginia Chapter was held 
on December 10, 1995 at the Pimmit 
Hills Library. A clinic was con-
ducted by Bob Stewart and Joe 
Klimavicz on growing azaleas from 
seed. Both of these members have a 
lot of experience in, and lots of en-
thusiasm for, growing azaleas from 
seed. 

They showed how to collect the 
seeds from pods, sift them to re-
move the chaff, and spread them 
over the medium, consisting of sph-
agnum peat moss. The demonstra-
tions included taking small seed-
lings and planting them in pots for the  

next stage of growth. The seedlings 
were grown from crosses of 'Pocono 
Pink', 'Refrain', and 'Janet Rhea'. 
Each person attending could take 
one of the pots home for further 
cultivating and enjoyment. 

For fertilizing these plants, they 
have found that the liquid fertilizer, 
Schultz Instant Plant Food (10-15-10) 
works best. 

The February meeting was held 
on February 11 at the Fair Oaks 
Merrifield Nursery location. 0 u r 
program was Bill Miller speaking on 
"Photography and Azaleas". The 
single lens reflex (SLR) camera is 
preferred, principally because you 
see what the camera sees, and the 
ability to interchange lenses for vari-
ous pictures. He gave pointers on the 
interaction of high speed film and 
resulting depth of field, as well as the 
graininess of the higher speed film. 
He also cited the importance of docu-
mentation of the pictures you take. 
Record events or unusual occur-
rences, as well as characteristics of 
the plants in the pictures. 

It is often advisable to have a 
ruler or some measuring device handy 
to place beside the flowers being 
photographed. He talked about the 
desirability of slides versus prints. 
The new digital cameras were dis-
cussed, but no one has had experi-
ence with them yet. The cameras are 
expensive, and the affordable ones have 
very simple photographic capability. 

OCONEE CHAPTER 
Earl Hester, President 

On February 18, 1996 the new 
president, Earl Hester called the 
meeting to order with 27 members 
in attendance. The treasurer's 
report was given and guests were 
introduced. Jim Thornton reported 
that there are 65 members in the 
chapter. Jim Thornton was elected 
Chairman of the Azalea Society 
Convention Committee for 1997 A 
few members volunteered for some 
of the committees. 
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James Harris has developed a 
brilliant bright red azalea with a large 
bloom and heavy texture. This plant 
will be given to persons who attend 
the 1997 convention next spring. The 
plant needs a name; suggestions are 
welcomed. 

Ralph Bullard introduced our 
first speakers, Earl and Dorothy 
Hester. They showed slides of their 
many varieties of azaleas and gave 
information on size, texture and cold 
hardiness of the plants. Refresh-
ments were served by Pat and Jim 
Thornton. 

Ralph then introduced our next 
speaker, Earnest Koone. Earnest 
showed slides of his production of 
seeds to plant sales, and suggested 
companion plants for beds. He likes 
to collect seeds from the wild or 
natural azalea plants. He also do-
nated azaleas which were auctioned. 
Joe Coleman was the auctioneer; 
$86.00 were raised for the Chapter. 

A discussion about the flower 
show and 1997 Convention followed. 

On March 17, 1996 the meeting 
was called to order by president Earl 
Hester. There were 27 members and 
guests present. 

The Oconee Chapter will have a 
flower show, April 20 and 21 at 
the Garden South Nursery in 
Lawrenceville. James Harris and Fred 
Sorg are co-chairmen for this event. 

Ralph Bullard introduced Rich-
ard Clapp who gave a talk and showed 
slides on do's and don'ts in photo-
graphing flowers and gardens. 

Following a brief break, there 
was a discussion on the 1997 Con-
vention of the Azalea Society of 
America. 

Larry Meeks donated azaleas for 
the Church garden. Thank you, Larry. 
A garden bench was donated by Fred 
Sorg. Thanks, Fred. 

The ASA Convention held in 
Dallas, March 28-30, 1996 was very 
eventful. There were 75 persons 
registered, including seven members 
of the Oconee Chapter. Each person 
in attendance received a Texas Aza-
lea (R. oblongifolium). Despite the 
terrible weather that Dallas has had, 
there were some azaleas to be seen. 
The tours of the Dallas Arboretum 
and Ft. Worth Botanical Gardens were 
very pleasant, as were the private 
gardens that we had the privilege to 
see. The seminars on bonsai, land-
scaping and hybridizing were very 
informative. We were very lucky to 
have sunny days. We thank the 
Dallas Chapter for their very gra-
cious hospitality. 

The Oconee Chapter is the host 
of the ASA Convention next spring, 
1997. We need volunteers and sug-
gestions to make the 1997 Conven-
tion go as smoothly as the Dallas 
Convention. Please review the Com-
mittee Listings in the last newsletter 
and call Jim Thornton, Chairman, 
(770) 483-1593. 

Ruth Bryan, Secretary 

MINUTES OF THE AZALEA SOCIETY 
OF AMERICA ANNUAL MEETING 
DALLAS, TEXAS , MARCH 30,1996 

The annual meeting of the Soci-
ety followed the banquet and the 
featured presentation by Col. Ronald 
("Pete") Vines entitled "The Holly 
Springs Hybrids". 

A number of announcements 
were made prior to the business meet-
ing being called to order. Although 
technically not a part of the annual 
meeting, these are included in the 
minutes. 

President Steve Brainerd briefly 
discussed the recent yearly declines 
in membership and the impact on 
the Society. He then announced 
that Fred and Jean Minch had 
brought a check for $800 to the  

meeting, representing 40 annual 
memberships, almost all of which 
were new. Steve encouraged the 
assembled membership to follow that 
example. If each member could re-
cruit only one newcomer, the cause 
would be well served. Steve then 
thanked Col. Murray and Inez 
Sheffield for the thousand-dollar 
check they had given to support color 
in THE AZALEAN. Editor Bob Hobbs 
thanked the Dallas Chapter for 
their work on the convention. He 
announced the results of the mail 
balloting, as follows: 

Secretary: Incumbent Bill McIntosh 
Treasurer: Acting Treasurer Bob Stelloh 
Directors at Large: 

Robert ("Buddy") Lee 
Dr. Charles Owen 
Stephen Schroeder 

Bob gave a preview of new fea-
tures in forthcoming issues of THE 
AZALEAN, including a Q&A sec-
tion, cultural notes and an azalea 
personality feature. Bob also thanked 
Don Voss, Jane Newman and George 
Switzer for their service as the Advi-
sory Editorial Board and thanked 
other donors to the journal, Don Voss 
for $400 and the Brookside Gardens 
Chapter for $600. He noted that 
digital color had begun with the 
December 1995 issue. 

Certificates for previous Best 
Article winners were presented to 
Jane Newman for 1991 and Steve 
Brainerd for 1994. Certificates were 
also prepared for and will be mailed 
to other past winners. And finally, 
the 1995 award for Best Article was 
won in a tight race by Richard T. West 
and William C. Miller III for the ar-
ticle "The Ten Oaks Azaleas and the 
Glenn Dale Distribution Project" in 
the September issue. 

At this point the annual meeting 
was called to order. Steve Brainerd 
discussed his forthcoming letter to 
Chapter Presidents. The Board ac-
tion to raise the annual dues from $20 
to $25 was announced and a motion 
to support that action was made and 
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Chapter Achievement 

Following is a list of Chapter 
membership numbers as of May 
5, 1996, and new members for 
1996: 

Ben Morrison 
Brookside Gardens 
Dallas 
Louisiana 
Northern Virginia 
Oconee 
Richmond Virginia 
Tri-State 

Members 
Total New 

30 	2 
129 8 
55 	10 
33 	7 
68 	1 
84 15 
41 	3 
22 	1 

seconded. Malcolm Clark gave a 
convincing argument for the increase, 
comparing it to increases in the Con-
sumer Price Index. Very little discus-
sion ensued, and the membership 
approved the increase by voice vote. 
Bob Hobbs than handed out quantities 
of newly-printed ASA membership 
brochures, noting that the Dallas Chap-
ter had paid for the printing and urged 
members to make good use of them, 
since they will become obsolete at 
the end of the year. Steve Brainerd 
announced the other dues increases 
approved by the Board, to wit: Con-
tributing from $30 to $50, Sustaining 
from $60 to $100, Endowment from 
$100 to $200, and Life from $300 to 
$500. He also introduced the custom-
ary rooted cutting. This year's choice 
is the native R. oblongifolium, the Texas 
Azalea. 

The Society's Distinguished 
Service Award was presented in 
absentia to Glenn and Marjorie Taylor 
by Malcolm Clark. Glenn served as 
Treasurer for years and Marge as 
Membership Chairperson. 

It was announced that the next 
convention would be held in Atlanta 
and be hosted by the Oconee Chapter. 
With that, the annual meeting and the 
convention were adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
William B. McIntosh 
Secretary 

Report of the Public Information 
Committee for 1996 
William C. Miller III, Chairman 

For the period beginning May 1, 
1995, and ending April 30, 1996, I 
submit the following report. Fifty-six 
requests for information were received 
from 24 states, two Canadian provinces 
(British Columbia and Ontario), and 
three foreign (non-North American) 
countries (Colombia, Uruguay, and 
England). 

The most requests for information 
came from the state of Virginia (6) 
with Maryland (5) following close 
behind. May of 1995 was the 
busiest with eight letters received 
while August and September of 
1995 were least busy with only 
two letters received. Again, my 
thanks to the nurseries who 
favored me with their catalogs and 
inventory lists. Many of the 
requests for information are from 
people who are seeking assistance 
in locating particular cultivars.0 

IN MEMORY 

It is with great sadness that 
we learn of the death of Jim 
Howard, who died of a heart attack 
on January 23, 1996 while vaca-
tioning in Florida. Jim has been a 
loyal member of the Northern 
Virginia Chapter and just a few 
years ago had the chapter to his 
home to see his gardens. 

With regret we also report 
the death of Reid Denis on April 
15, 1996 at 81 years of age in 
Haverford, Pennsylvania. He was a 
former resident of Great Falls, 
Virginia. He was an expert on 
azaleas and rhododendrons, and 
was a member of the Northern 
Virginia Chapter of theAzalea 
Society of America from 1979 until 
1991. 0 

Azalea Mart= 

Advertising Rates per Issue 
1/18 page 512 
1/9 page 520 
2/9 page $36 
1/3 page 550 
1/2 page 575 
Full page 5150  
Back Cover 

Color rates on request 
Send Copy or Write 

Robert W. Hobbs, Editor 

Boxlee 

Azaleas, Boxwoods, 
Native Plants 

Featuring the historic Glenn Dale Azaleas, 
and a wide selection of Native Azaleas, 

Satsukis and companion plants. 
Over a thousand azalea cultivars in stock. 

We have some of the most unusual landscaping 
stones available. 

Stop by and visit our extensive display gardens. 

Located in historic Glenn Dale 
Convenient to Washington, 
Baltimore, and Annapolis. 

6106 Hillmeade Road 
Glenn Dale, Maryland 
(301) 352-8757 

Southern Plants 
Southeastern Natives 
Heat-Tolerant Deciduous 

Azaleas 
Magnolias 
Rare Introduced Plants 

Mail Order Catalog $1.00 

P 0 Box 232 
Semmes, Al 36575 

(205) 649-5221 
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urti6 
monks 

American Species Azaleas 
Japanese Species Azaleas 
Beltsville Dwafr Azaleas 

Rock Garden Plants 

We Ship, catalog 52.00 
Visa & MasterCard 

INCORPORATED 

Growers of Rare 
Camellias and Azaleas 

since 7935 
hundreds of varieties 

Send for Free Catalog 

3555 CHANEY TRAIL 
Mailing Address; P.O. BOX 6160 

altadena, california 91003 
(818) 794-3383 

The Bovees Nursery 

Vireya (tender) Rhododendrons 

1737 SW Coronado, Dept. A 
Portland, Oregon, 97219 
503-244-9341 or 1-800-435-9250 

Shepherd Hill Farm 

- 
-N11 	41i 

Shepherd Hill Farm 
200 Peekskill Hollow Road 
Putnam Valley, NY 10579 

(914) 528-5917 

Growers of Rhododendrons and Azaleas 

Call or Write for Our New Catalog 
Postpaid Shipping 

Transplant Nursery 

Rare and Unusual Plants 

Choice groups of Evergreen and 
Native Deciduous Azaleas, 

Rhododendrons, and Companion 
Plants. 

We Have Resumed Shipping 
on a first come, first served basis. We 

will not reserve plants for future 
shipment. 

Catalogue $1.00 

1586 Parkertown Road 
Lavonia, Ga. 30553 

706-356-8947 

PlI.S1-1EPETAPPA GARDENS 

(Formerly C & T Nursery) 

Rhododendrons 
for the lowland South 

Deciduous azaleas 
Robin Hill azaleas 
Mountain laurel 
Louisiana Irises 

Magnolias 

2317 Washington Street 
Franklinton, LA 70438 

(504) 839-4930 

Price list $1.00 

AMIE& MUCE 

450 VARIEITES 

The Best "DOERS" From Our 
Collection of Over 1500 Varieties 

Potted Plants (6", 8", 10" Pots) 
Grown in Calved County, MD 

5510 Stephen Reid Road 
Huntingtown, MD 20639 
Phone: (301) 855-2305 

(410) 257-0837 

TE'S 
NU1SERY 

LOCALLY GROWN AZALEAS 
OVER 75 VARIETIES 

22529 WILDCAT ROAD 

GERMANTOWN, MD 20874 

CALL: DEBBIE & MIKE WHITE 
(301) 831-9164 

garden informarion manager 
(gim, pronounced 'Jim') 

gim is the professional-quality plant 
information program for plant enthusiasts. 

gim turns a Macintosh 'computer into 
your complete plant information partner. 

Some of the details for each plant are 
when, where and how you got it, what it 
cost, its bloom time, size and colors, its 
culture, size history, "to do" notes, and 

even where it is in your garden. 

gim maps let you easily find a plant 
outside (great for replacing lost labels), 

watch your garden "grow" over time, and 
see what's in bloom through the year. 

gim prints any details any way you want 
them even labels- for any or all plants. 

Call today, toll-free, for full information. 

Oakhill Nursery 1-800-GIM-0428 



gac4ew 

AZALEAS 
RHODODENDRONS 

RARE TREES 
and EVERGREENS 
UNUSUAL PLANTS 

I 

MAIL ORDER CATALOG $2.00 

'Roslyn 
cNursery N. 

DEPT C 211 BURRS LANE' 
DIX HILLS, N.Y. 11746 

ASA BOOKSTORE 
All Timber Press 
Publications at 

Substantial 
Discount 

`Azaleas' by Fred Galle $63 
'A Brocade Pillow—Azaleas of 

Old Japan' by Ito Ihei with an 
introduction by John L Creech $15 

'Success With Rhododendrons and Azaleas' 
by H. Edward Reiley $27.50 

`Rhododendron Species Vol. IV AZALEAS' 
by H. H. Davidian-$47.50 

All.postage paid 
Please Inquire: 
Ms. Jean Cox 

5804 LaVista Drive 
Alexandria, VA 22310 
Phone: (703) 971-8669 

rgREER GARDENS 
1280 Goodpasture Island Road 

Eugene, OR 97401 
ph: 541/686-8266 

Call or send for our catalog, $3. 

1406 7,:u104.1. jot at Rae awe Vinagai 

I Girard Yellow Porn-Porn 

BOX 428 • GENEVA, OHIO 44041 

Phone (216) 466-2881 	Fax (216) 466-3999 

Azaleas • Rhododendrons • Evergreens • Holly • Seeds • Bonsai 
NEW GIRARD AZALEA INTRODUCTIONS 

GIRARD DOUBLE DECIDIOUS AZALEAS 	 GIRARD HARDY EVERGREEN AZALEAS 
Girard Red Porn-Porn - Red 
Girard Yellow Porn-Porn - Yellow 
Girard Arista - orange, salmon pink, white 
Girard Wedding Bouquet - bicolor pink & white 
Girard Pink Delight - double pink 

Girard Saybrook Glory 
Girard National Beauty 
Girard Hot Shot 
Girard Fuschia 
Girard Renee Michele 

Growers of Many Native Rhododendrons and Azaleas 	Write for Free Color Catalog. 

ORIGINATORS AND GROWERS OF THE GIRARD"' GROUP OF HARDY EVERGREEN AND DECIDUOUS AZALEAS 
AND HARDY RHODODENDRONS. 
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THE BELL BOOK 
A Companion to Monograph 20 

Indexes of Cultivar Names, PI Number, Bell Number Seed Lot Number 
and Sisterhood Tables for the Glenn Dale Azaleas 

Order from: 
THE AZALEA WORKS 

7613 Quintana Court 
Bethesda, MD 20817 

(301) 365-0692 
$22.00 plus shipping and handling 

Shipping and Handling 	Maryland Residents add $1.10 sales tax 

USA: $3.00 
Canada, Mexico & Western 	 Pay by Bank Check in U.S. Dollars or 

Hemisphere: $4.00 	 International Money Order 
Europe: $6.00 	 Checks made out to: 
Asia, Africa & The Pacific Rim: $8.00 	 THE AZALEA WORKS 
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Growers of AZALEAS and 

CAMELLIA liners and containers. 

Write for free price list. 

We ship UPS. 

RT. 3, Box 62 
Pavo, Georgia 31778 

(912) 859-2528 
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