
AN OVERVIEW OF THE DALLAS 
CONVENTION 

Steve Brainerd 
Rowlett, Texas 

Conventions are a reunion of our society's family, an experience antici-
pated by many of the regular attendees who get the opportunity to renew 
friendships and interact with gardeners who have a love for azaleas. 

The 1996 convention featured tours of the Dallas Arboretum and Botani-
cal Society (DABS), Fort Worth's Japanese Garden, the Fort Worth Stockyards 
and four private gardens. The DABS staff fought late freezes and drought 
conditions to bring a magnificent display of color to the senses. Fort Worth's 
Japanese Garden gave delegates a chance to relax and enjoy nature in a tran-
quil setting. The Fort Worth Stockyards offered a change of pace with a flavor 
of the Old West. The four private urban gardens were very different in charac-
ter being estate sized, formal, cottage and intimately oriental. For those of you 
who did not attend, the Budd cottage garden is scheduled to be featured in the 
September/October issue of Southern Accents magazine, garden design section. 
For those of you who did attend, the article will be an opportunity for you to 
see elements of the Budd garden through the eyes of professional photogra-
phers and designers. The tours featured significant Dallas/Fort Worth gar-
dens, offering insight into the successes and limitations of the area. 

Convention speakers included Pete Vines who described his Holly Spring 
hybrids and Mark Wegmann who discussed using azaleas for bonsai. I spoke 
on Garden Design. 

The Society's business was 
controversial but at the same time 
necessary. The Board of Directors, 
supported by convention delegates, 
found it necessary to raise member-
ship dues to offset increased expenses 
primarily associated with the publica-
tion of THE AZALEAN. Individual 
annual memberships were increased 
from $20.00 to $25.00 effective for 1997 
memberships. This represents the first 
dues increase since a similar $5.00 in-
crease was announced in the Decem-
ber 1989 issue of THE AZALEAN. 
Costs associated with this magazine 
have increased due to increased pa-
per costs world-wide, the addition of 
color to the format, and an increase in 
the number of pages printed. The 
$5.00 increase will balance expenses if 
membership stays level. For your So-
ciety to maintain a balanced budget 
and provide current levels of service, 
we must recruit new members at a 
matching rate with losses which in 
recent experience is about 12%. It is 
my view that this Society provides 
beneficial services and activities 
which should be shared with greater 
numbers of people (not just maintain 
the status quo). In the recent past, we 
have been declining in membership 
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Speaker Mark Wegmann describes azalea bonsai 
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More enjoyment of spring 

WHERE CAN I 
FIND THAT 

AZALEA? 

William McDavit 

i 

We are very interested in obtain- • 
ing a few specific Satsuki varieties, 
and we'd like to know of any pos-
sible supply sources. The list of vari-
eties is as follows: 

'Shikoden' 

'Hiodoshi' 

'Harunishiki' 

'Suzu-no-homare' 

'Hyugano' 

`Morro-no-haru' 

`Ishiyama' 

'Wakiginu' 

'Mori-no-miyako' 

'Korin' 

'Taishonishiki' 

'Sakigake' 

'Kureopatora' 

'Hino Tsukasa' 

'Shiryu-no-homare' 

'Sekimori-no-sai' (Double) 

'Yaegoromo' 

BILL MCDAVIT 
AZALEA SUNSET 

674 SUNSET LAKES BLVD. SW 
SUNSET BEACH, NC 28468 

rather than gaining, but this can be turned around through your continued 
membership and recruiting. The business side of the Society is unfortunately 
necessary. With your continued support we can all enjoy the opportunities 
available through shared experiences and friendship. 

I want to thank two couples for their extraordinary gifts, presented to 
the Society at the convention. Colonel and Mrs. Murray Sheffield gave the 
editor, Bob Hobbs, $1000.00 to be applied towards production costs of color 
photographs in THE AZALEAN. Jean and Fred Minch delivered a check for 
$800.00 which represents thirty-eight new members previously associated 
with a chapter of the American Rhododendron Society and two renewing 
members of the Azalea Society. With members such as these, our Society will 
remain strong and continue to grow. 

Until the next time, enjoy the cool weather! I wish you bountiful fall 
azalea blooms and tranquility in your gardening. ❑ 
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