
AZALEA QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

QUESTION: From Eastford, Connecticut: "1 am a novice azalea grower attempting 
to find a comprehensive flower/foliage rating list. How may I do this?" 

ANSWER: Unfortunately, there are no "comprehensive flower/ 
foliage rating lists" for azaleas that are worth anything. Aza-
leas do not lend themselves to such exercises. The fallacy of 
rating lists is demonstrated by the fact that an azalea that some-
one would rate as exceptional (or whatever superlative you pre-
fer) in Mobile, Alabama, might prove to be a total wash in 
Eastford, Connecticut. In your situation, I would imagine that 
you had better focus on determining what will survive in your 
region. All azaleas do not "perform" alike. Some are more 
cold-hardy (better for the North). Some are more heat-tolerant 
(better for the South). In other words azaleas should be thought 
of as regional. Having said that, there is a great deal of overlap. 

I would suggest that at first you restrict your efforts to selec-
tions from hybrid groups that were developed in Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Indiana and Michigan. For example, if you can find them 
you might try the Great Lakes hybrids that were developed by 
Mr. Ernest Stanton at Westcroft Gardens in Grosse Ile, Michi-
gan; the Girard hybrids of Girard Nursery in Geneva, Ohio; the 
Schroeder Hybrids from Holly Hills Nursery in Evansville, Indi-
ana; the Shammarello hybrids from South Euclid, Ohio; the Gable 
hybrids from Stewartstown, Pennsylvania; and the Pride hy-
brids from Butler, Pennsylvania. These are the hybrid groups 
from which I would select. The problem will be finding them. 
Gable, Pride, and Shammarello are dead and I do not know 
about Stanton. The Girard Nursery is alive and well, and the 
Schroeder hybrids can be obtained from the Holly Hills Nurs-
ery. The Carlson Nursery in New York can provide many selec-
tions including Carlson's own hybrids. Write or call these people, 
explain your situation, and see what they tell you. To this point 
I have been discussing the evergreen azaleas. You also should 
consider the deciduous azaleas (lose their leaves in the fall), 
including native species and the Northern Lights hybrids, de-
veloped in Minnesota. 

QUESTION: From Green Cove Springs, Florida: "I am very much interested in 
learning more about azaleas. In particular, I am looking for books dealing specifically 
with the growth of unusual specimens and hybrids. I have over 1,500 azaleas in my 
yard with some color variation, but mostly the same general plants. Each year, I root 
about 1,000 cuttings winch I give away when they are of sufficient size. This dab-
bling is getting boring, and with retirement on the horizon, I'd like to increase my 
knowledge." 

ANSWER: There are a num-
ber of books which I think you 
would find very helpful. The 
first that I would recommend 
is Azaleas by Fred Galle. It is 
the current definitive text and 
is presently in a revised and 
enlarged edition. It is com-
monly called the "Galle Book". 
It is available from Timber 
Press, 9999 S.W. Wilshire, 
Portland, OR 97225 or through 
the Azalea Society of America 
Bookstore (see advertisement 
this issue). It is the successor 
to The Azalea Book by Frederic 
P. Lee which is out of print. 
It remains available as a re-
print from Theophrastus Pub-
lishers, P 0 Box 458, Little 
Compton, RI 02837. Both of 
these are comprehensive texts 
and are must additions to any 
personal library. The only 
problem with the "Lee Book" 
is that the second edition is 
twenty years old and would 
not have all of the latest culti-
var lists—though it is still a 
fine book. Another excellent 
book is Success with Rhododen-
drons and Azaleas by H. Ed-
ward Reiley, also available 
from Timber Press and the 
Azalea Society of America 
Bookstore. Finally, there is 
one entitled Great American 
Azaleas by Jim Darden. It is 
available from Greenhouse 
Press, 1239 Sunset Avenue, 
Clinton, NC 28328. An aza-
lea booklist has been pub-
lished in THE AZALEAN 13, 
p. 31, 1991 and THE AZALEAN 
14, p. 95, 1992. You might 
check with your library to see 
if any of these titles are there. 
Some of the books are out-of-
print, but may be available 
through a used book dealer. 
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To address your boredom with 

asexual propagation (cuttings), 

you might try your hand with 
sexual reproduction (hybridiza-
tion). There are a lot of yellow, 
deciduous azaleas, but no one has 
succeeded in developing a yellow 

evergreen azalea. Or, you could 

try to understand and describe the 
mechanism that controls color in 
azaleas. From year-to-year, why 
are some azaleas more variable 
than others in terms of the inten-
sity of color or the degree of 
petaloidy [doubling, ed.], just to 
name a few characteristics? What 
controls "sporting"? Are some 

cultivars more resistant to petal 
blight than others? Can an azalea 
that is resistant to petal blight be 
developed? It could fill up your 
retirement. There is a lot that 
needs to be done and many ques-
tions that need to be answered. 

QUESTION: From Tampa, Florida: 
"Recently I planted several 'Formosa', 
'Mrs. G. G. Gerbing', and 'Southern 
Charm' azaleas. These shrubs have been 
lightly infested with lace hugs. I under-
stand that an application of Orthene® 
will kill the lace bugs, although I would prefer 
not to apply chemicals to the garden. I 
have used tobacco juice, derived from chew-
ing tobacco and a gallon of water, to con-
trol a caterpillar infestation on oleander. 
Would an application of this solution elimi-
nate the lace bugs? If not, I would wel-
come any suggestions." 

ANSWER: I am not a certified 
pesticide applicator, so I am really 
not "qualified" to tell you what 
you should use. I understand 
your concern about using 
Orthene® but it is a fine product 
which is safe if handled properly. 
It is a systemic and should be 

treated with respect like all pesti- 

cides. I do not know if your chew-

ing tobacco will work or not. You 
should be aware, however, that the 
nicotine in Your tobacco is no less 
a chemical. It is available from 
many garden stores as nicotine sul-
fate (Black Leaf 40®). 

I would suggest that you contact 
your state agricultural extension 
officer for advice. He/ she is sup-
posed to be up on the labels and 
should be able to tell you what is 
currently approved. There have 
been articles in the literature re-
garding the use of the horticultural 
soaps like "Insecticidal Soap" to 

control lace bug. I would imagine 
that a little dilute Ivory soap or a 
mild detergent of your choice 
would be just as effective, if prop-
erly applied, as the higher priced 
Safer products. 

There is another very important 
issue. Orthene®, "Insecticidal 
Soap", tobacco juice, a horticul-
tural oil...or whatever would prob-
ably be effective since lace bug is 
pretty easy to control. But, you 
will have to be careful about phy-
totoxicity. You should test the 
pesticide on a small area first to 
make sure that you do not kill the 
plants too. I know from experi-
ence because I wiped out an en-
tire generation of azalea cuttings 
when I used "Insecticidal Soap" 
to control whitefly. The cuttings 
were indoors under lights and I 
think it was too hot because they 
clearly burned (chemical burn). 

For any of the non-systemic sprays 
to be effective, you must direct the 
spray to the underside of the 
leaves since that is where the lace 
bug is. You will want to make a 
second application about ten to 

twelve days later to catch any in- 

dividuals who subsequently 

hatch. Again, I would not pick 
the heat of the day. 

The September 1995 issue of 
THE AZALEAN featured an article 
on integrated pest management. 
Some of the methods described 

there may solve your problem with-
out the use of insecticides. 

Please send in your questions 
and we'll do our best to find answers. 
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The Glenn Dale Azaleas Revised 
Richard T West and William C. Miller III 

Finally, after more than forty years, 
the book of the official descriptions of 
the Glenn Dale hybrid azaleas will be 
available. The Glenn Dale Azaleas Revised 
is based on Morrison's original mono-
graph which has been out of print and 
unavailable for many years. The com-
bined efforts of Richard T. West and Wil-
liam C. Miller III bring the historic ac-
count of the development of the Glenn 
Dale hybrid azaleas up to the present. 
The revision contains a brief history for 
all Glenn Dale program activities, a re-
printing of Morrison's original introduc-
tion and sections, revised cultivar de-
scriptions, an extremely valuable and 
updated color translation appendix, and 
an extensive bibliography. 

Details on the cost and the terms of 
availability will be published in the 
December 1996 issue of TH E  

AZALEAN. 
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