
This four-acre garden mixes extensive 
collections of hundreds of varieties 
(they have stopped counting) of ever-
green azaleas, hybrid rhododendrons 
and forms of both native and hybrid 
deciduous azaleas.) This collector's 
garden is also home to numerous Japa-
nese maples, viburnums, laurels, 
hosta, daylilies, perennials, bulbs, 
wildflowers and several water gardens. 
"You can experience blooms from early 
March until it's too darn hot to get out 
and enjoy them." 

Then it's on to Jim and Patsy 
Thornton's garden after a stop for 
lunch. On this three-acre garden spot 
you'll find a variety of evergreen, na-
tive and hybrid deciduous azaleas. 
Some of which are seedling plants 
grown by the Thorntons. Starting with 
a small stream, with its fountain, rock 
walls, you'll find many native ferns 
and other odds and ends of plant life. 
You'll see various varieities of trees and 
shrubs along with a spring vegetable 
garden. All-in-all, a nice place for a 
stroll. 

By the way, on Saturday, we'll in-
troduce Robert E. Lee and wife Dixie 
from the Louisiana Chapter. Robert, 
a.k.a. Buddy, has been developing 
some late-blooming evergreen azaleas 
that are now being distributed by 
Flowerwood Nurseries out of Mobile, 
Alabama. I'm sure you'll want to hear 
about these new plants. Just a few 
minutes and a few miles away, we'll 
be at Reid's Azalea Farm, owned by 
Dr. Ben and Lea Reid. This 20-acre 
farm and nursery is home of over 
18,000 plants...over 1,300 varieties of 
azaleas. You'll also find native aza-
leas, rhododendrons, dogwoods, blue-
berries and a host of exotic plants. Ben 
and Lea are participating in the Ten 
Oaks Glenn Dale project and are avid 
collectors of all kinds of plants. (P.S.: 
Ben is unsure about keeping the 
nursery open in 1997 but bring your 
pocketbook anyway; there may be 
some leftovers.) 

Our final stop is a bonus when we visit 
the DeKalb College Botanical Garden, 
with host and co-director George 
Sanko. This wildflower center of Geor-
gia, started in 1990 for educational pur-
poses, features the state's native  

plants. Today the garden's three and 
one-half acres are planted with over 
1,300 native plant species and still 
growing with new varieties. It con-
tains the largest collection of rare and 
endangered plant species in Georgia, 
or for that matter, the U.S. Over 11 
federally endangered, 50 Georgia en-
dangered, and more than 60 that are 
classified as rare species are now safe 
and sound at home here. It is also 
home for over 80 fern species. 

Most of these plants are being 
propagated by George and his staff 
and will be available for sale, so if 
you're looking for the rare or unusual, 
bring your list! On my last visit I be-
came the proud owner of a bunch of 
"White Top Sedge," a weed by heri-
tage, but nonetheless, a unique plant! 

We're only a short distance from our 
hotel for the final convention activi-
ties, where we'll take care of business 
and present our keynote speaker. We 
had a lot of input for tonight's speaker, 
but friend Bill Miller came up with the 
best. It was hands down, Dr. Kathleen 
A. Kron, Assistant Professor, Depart-
ment of Biology, Wake Forest Univer-
sity. Since we'll provide you with a 
copy of Dr. Kron's curriculum vitae, I 
won't go into any details. [An articel 
by Dr. Kron is on page 72 of this is-
sue, ed.] Let's just say you'll be im-
pressed! You don't want to miss this 
part of the convention. Finally, we come 
to the business meeting where we take 
care of the affairs of the society, and 
I'm sure all of you will want to partici-
pate. When we adjourn the plant sales 
room will be open (and again Sunday 
morning) for you to take something 
special home as a reminder of the 1997 
convention and to help renew your 
support of the Azalea Society of 
America. 

Jim Thornton is a long-time azalea 
enthusiast. Jim is retired from the tele-
phone company. He is the founding force 
behind the Oconee Chapter, and is cur-
rently Vice President of the Azaleas 
Society of America. 
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PRIZE FOR BEST ARTICLE 
IN THE AZALEAN-1996 

In 1989, the Board of Governors 
authorized the editor of THE 
AZALEAN to establish an annual prize 
for the best article to appear in THE 
AZALEAN. The concept was to ac-
quire through donations, a fund which 
when invested would provide an an-
nual prize for the best article pub-
lished in THE AZALEAN. Funds 
were donated by the following chap-
ters to establish the "CHAPTERS' 
PRIZE": 

Tri-State 
Richmond, Virginia 

Ben Morrison 
Northern Virginia 
Brookside Gardens 

As stated in the September 1990 
issue, the best article each year will be 
selected by a poll of the membership. 
The prize will be announced and 
awarded at the Annual Meeting of the 
Society. 

A ballot for the prize for 1996 is 
on the wrapper of this issue. PLEASE 
VOTE. The prize for best article in 
THE AZALEAN will be awarded at 
the 1997 Convention and Annual 
Meeting. 

Dues Notices Mailed 

Dues notices were mailed to all 
members in October. Please send 
your dues in the envelope provided 
in a timely manner to ensure that 
you continue to receive THE 
AZALEAN. 

Prompt return of your dues in 
the envelope means that the Mem-
bership Committee will not be 
required to send you a second 
notice. 
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