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Brookside Gardens Chapter 
Bill Johnson, President 

At the September Plant Auction at the National Arboretum Bill Miller did 
his usual great job as auctioneer for a total of $994.00. The event is sponsored 
by Friends of the National Arboretum (FONA). As usual there were many 
more plants than people, but everyone there seemed to be having a good time. 
Even if you were not interested in obtaining more plants, just watching the 
excitement of the bidding exchange can be more entertaining than television. 
Sorry if you missed the auction, we can hope Bill will entertain us again next 
year. 

Barbara Bullock, curator of the azalea and rhododendron collections at the 
U.S National Arboretum, was the speaker at the October meeting. Barbara 
gave us an update on the amazing work being done to restore the health and 
beauty of the azalea hillside. This is an on-going project that Barabara has 
been working on with a team of very dedicated volunteers. 

At the meeting the chapter voted to send FONA 20% of the proceeds from 
the September auction plus an additional $1,000.00 in the memory of Dick 
West. The next meeting is set for December 2 at Davis Library at 7:30PM. 

Oconee Chapter 
Ruth Bryan, Secretary 

The flower show at the Garden South, April 20-21 was very successful. It 
even attracted hummingbirds into the store. There were over 100 azalea en-
tries supplied by members. Jim Thornton and James Harris conducted semi-
nars on "Maintenance of Azaleas" and "Native Azaleas." The seminars were 
well attended, and chapter members discussed azaleas frequently throughout 
the two-day event with viewers of the exhibit. Eight persons signed up as 
new members during this show. We now have 86 members. Garden South 
wants the Chapter to come back next year. 

The chapter met May 19 at the First Baptist Church of Conyers. Earl Hester, 
our president, called the meeting to order and turned the meeting over to 
Ralph Bullard who introduced the speaker, Doug Reynolds. Doug spoke about 
azalea bonsai. He demonstrated the traditional Japanese method of pruning 
azaleas. As reference material, he suggested the books of Yoshi Muera "Min-
iature Trees and Landscapes", John Naka "Bonsai Techniques", the magazine, 
"Bonsai Today", and the video "Satsuki Azalea". 

After a brief intermission, Earl called a business meeting to order. The 
minutes were read and the treasurer's report given. 

The dates for the ASA Convention were set for April 17-19, 1997. There 
was a discussion of various committees. 

The new members attending their first meeting (Ann Ezell and Doug 
Reynolds) were given an azalea donated by Fred Sorg. Fred also brought other 
azalea and hosta plants that were sold to Chapter members. Thank you, Fred. 

On June 9, the Oconee Chapter met for the annual azalea cutting swap at 
the home of Ruth and Frank Bryan. There were 26 in attendance, including 
new members Jeanne Abbott, Ann Adams, and Mary Sue, Erin and Steve 
Bryan. Many varieties of azalea cuttings were available to select. Additionally, 
Doug Reynolds gave every one in attendance a daylily. A brief shower 
made the group run for shelter. The group then discussed plans for the 1997 
Convention. Many lingered over refreshments and strolled the grounds. 

The next meeting was held September 23, 1996 at the First Baptist Church 
of Conyers with 15 in attendance. 

Earl Hester called the meeting to order and turned the meeting over to 
Ralph Bullard, Program Chairman, who introduced the speaker and member 
Steven Yeatts. 

Steve distributed a list of decidu-
ous species, which gives names, habi-
tat, color, bloom time and maximum 
height of each species. He also dis-
tributed a list of sources of deciduous 
azaleas. (This will be published in the 
next newsletter.) He discussed the 
pleasure of collecting and the species 
that were more successful in various 
areas. Some that do well in this area, 
of course, under proper conditions, are 
farrerae and canadense species. His 
ideal collecting procedure is to find the 
azaleas in the wild while in bloom and 
mark them. Then return in the win-
ter to dig them up. Be sure, however, 
to get permission to enter private 
grounds. He recommended the book 
"The Distribution of the Vascular Flora 
of Georgia," which is out of print but 
in the Department of Botany, Univer-
sity of Georgia, Athens. After Steve's 
very informative program, refreshments 
were served. 

The business meeting was called to 
order. The next meeting was set for 
November 10. Earl Hester brought 
azaleas to sell for benefit of the Chap-
ter treasury. Dr. Charles Owen 
brought bamboo shoots for those who 
asked for them previously. Thank you, 
Earl and Charles. 

Jim Thornton, Chairman of the 
Azalea Convention, 1997, informed the 
group about plans and hopes for next 
spring. 

Northern Virginia Chapter 
John Zottoli, President 

Many of our Chapter members par-
ticipated in a banquet sponsored by 
our chapter, other Azalea Society chap-
ters and the Potomac Valley Chapter 
of the Rhododendron Society. One of 
the featured speakers was Steve 
Brainerd, the national President of the 
Azalea Society of America. Steve's 
comments focused on incorporating 
azaleas into the landscape. The event 
included a book sale and plant auc-
tion; and everyone left with two or 
more plants as door prizes. 

Election of Chapter Officers for the 
1997 year will be held at the Decem-
ber 8 meeting. The nominating com-
mittee has produced the following 
slate: 

President: 
	

Joe Klimavicz 
Vice President: Dan Kraybill 
Secretary: 
	

Alfred Stober 
Treasurer: 
	

John Krogmann 
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