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Note: These figures show the concept only, and are not drawn to scale. 
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Watering From Your Deck 

Robert Stelloh 
Hendersonville, NC 

Our deck overlooks a steep, densely planted slope that goes down to a 
tiny creek, with a matching slope up on the other side of the creek. The 
outside corners of the deck railing seemed like good places for sprinklers to 
water these slopes, since the height increases their reach. After using 
portable sprinklers on top of the railings for a while, I decided to install 
permanent sprinklers. 

The design goals for the sprinklers were to not use any of the railing space, 
to be somewhat hidden, to cover as large an area as possible using a RainBird 
or other impact sprinkler, and to be able to easily attach and detach the hose. 
The approach I took was to use a piece of pipe as the sprinkler base, and to 
attach the pipe to the corner post of the deck such that the sprinkler head was 
just below the railing. 

I screwed the sprinkler head into a pipe nipple on one end of a short length 
of 1/2-inch pipe, and put a hose connection on the other end. The details of  

the hose connection can vary, depend-
ing on what is available at the hard-
ware store. I used a 45" elbow and a 
brass fitting with a female pipe thread 
on one end and a female hose thread 
on the other end. The 45" elbow is a 
nice touch that makes the hose slightly 
easier to attach. To keep the sprinkler 
head from hitting the post as it rotated, 
I nailed two lengths of 2x4 lumber that 
were shorter than the piece of pipe to 
the corner post of the deck, and nailed 
the pipe to the outside piece of 2x4 
with pipe straps. 

How the parts were assembled is 
shown in the figure. Each piece of 
the assembly was more or less centered 
on the other. The dimensions are not 
at all critical. The dimensions shown 
were based on the one piece of pipe 
that I had on hand. I chose two pieces 
of 2x4 instead of a piece of 4x4 since 
the 2x4 pieces were easier to nail to 

the corner post. Shorter 
pieces of 2x4, say 12 inches, 
and a shorter piece of pipe, 
say 18 inches, would let the 
hose connection be higher off 
the floor of the deck and thus 
easier to use. Also, a 90° el-
bow would be as good or bet-
ter than the 45° elbow I used. 

As attached, the sprin-
kler covers an arc extend-
ing about 250" from the 
deck. Attaching the pipe off 
center toward the outside 
edge of the deck would in-
crease that arc slightly. If you 
don't mind the sprinkler 
head being in full view above 
the railing, it could cover any 
part of a full circle, and the 
pipe could be attached di-
rectly to the deck corner post 
rather than using pieces of 
2x4 to set it off the post. 

Bob and Denise Stelloh re-
cently sold their house and gar-
den in Darnestown, MD (some 
of you may remember having had 
lunch there as part of the 1988 
ASA Convention hosted by the 
Brookside Gardens Chapter) and 
moved to a different hillside 
property in Hendersonville, NC. 
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