
President's Letter 

"Hey, lady, can you spare a dime? Hey, mister, gotta minute?" 
Ok, maybe it's more like 32 cents, and maybe it will take more than a 
minute, maybe two, but that's about all it should have taken to have 
filled out the December ballot and been counted. Maybe you can't get 
to all the meetings, give presentations, and you can't get to the 
conventions...and all that stuff, but for a stamp and a few minutes of 
your time? Ok, so there were only single nominees on the ballot for 
officers and directors—but for the best article? 

Maybe you didn't read many of them and had no idea which one to 
vote for...I don't think so, at least from the feedback I get from the 
Oconee folks! Do you know how many ballots we received? About 
7%. So what's the big deal? 

Well, the reason I bring this up is because I'm going to ask a favor 
of you, and again it's going to require a stamp, but this time it's going 
to take a little more than a minute or two, at least,I hope you'll spend 
a little more time on this project. I hope to receive more than 7%. 

What I need is to find out what's on your mind when you think 
about the ASA...whether you are an officer, a director, chapter presi-
dent or, last but not least, a chapter/ at-large member! Tell us what's on 
your mind when you think about your chapter or the ASA. There's a 
lot of concern out there about membership, funding, participation and 
well, I don't want to prompt you, I want to see what you have to say. 
What should and could we be doing as a first rate society! (I've made 
a personal plea to our officers, directors, and chairpersons.) 

Did you know we will soon celebrate our 20th anniversary? Ask 
yourself "What do we need to do to see us through the next 20!" 

One last thought, "Someone recently asked me if I knew the differ-
ence between ignorance, not stupidity mind you, but ignorance and 
apathy?" [See the answer on page 36.] 

Is this the way we feel about the ASA? I don't think so! Please 
send your response to me by the end of July. We'll publish the re-
sults. 

Jim Thornton 0 

Letter to the Editor 

A distribution of seed from Russia included a species unfamiliar to 
many growers—R. sichotense. In James Cullen's revision of the lepi-
dote (scaly) rhododendrons, R. sichotense is described as one variant of 
R. dauricum (Notes from the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, 1980, 
39(1): 112-113). Cullen states: "R. dauricum is a widely distributed and 
variable species. Two variants have been described as species in the 
Russian literature, but I have not seen enough material to judge their 
distinctness." R. sichotense is also described in H. H. Davidian's The 
Rhododendron Species, Vol. I, p. 122. (continued on p. 36) 

Azalea Society of America 
The Azalea Society of America, organized 

December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the 
District of Columbia, is an educational and 
scientific non-profit association devoted to the 
culture, propagation and appreciation of azaleas 
Subgenera Tsutsusi and Pentanthera of the genus 
Rhododendron in the Heath family (Ericaceae). 

OFFICERS FOR 1997-1998 

	

President 
	

James 0. Thornton 

	

Vice-President 
	

William Bode 

	

Secretary 	William B. McIntosh 

	

Treasurer 
	

Robert Stelloh 
Immediate 

	

Past-President 
	Stephen S. Brainerd 

DIRECTORS 
Terms Expiring in 1999 Terms Expiring in 1998 
Gen. Bryght Godbold Robert Lee 

Donald Hyatt Dr. Charles Owen 
Col. Murray Sheffield Stephen Schroeder 
Chapter presidents serve as ex-officio directors. 

CHAPTERS 
Brookside Gardens (chartered August 1979) 

Diane Gregg, President 
Richmond, Virginia (chartered August 1979) 

Deanie McCluan, President 
Ben Morrison (chartered May 1980) 

Niki Baker, President 
Northern Virginia (chartered May 1980) 

Joe Klimavicz, President 
Louisiana (chartered June 1981) 

Bob Miravalle, President 
Tri-State (chartered October 1981) 

Greg Wedding, President 
Dallas Chapter (chartered May 1989) 

Virginia Salter, President 
Oconee Chapter (chartered November 1991) 

Earl Hester, President 

Regular membership is open to all in-
terested parties for an annual contribu-
tion of $25.00; life membership for an indi-
vidual is $500.00. Members receive THE 
AZALEAN and are eligible for participation 
in all activities of the Society including those 
of the chapter with which the member affili-
ates. For information and a membership 
application, write to the Membership Com-
mittee, Azalea Society of America, P. 0. Box 
34536, West Bethesda, MD 20827-0536. 

22 • THE AZALEAN/June 1997 



IN MEMORY 
RALPH BULLARD 

We're gonna miss him, especially me; he was our Vice President, one of our 
stalwart soldiers, and one of our friends. Folks, Ralph passed away February 
19, 1997. 

As far as I know Ralph had been a member of the ASA since 1989 and a 
member of the Oconee Chapter since 1991, and if a club, society, or any orga-
nization wanted a better member, I don't think they could find one better than 
Ralph Bullard. When he decided to join something, he participated, he just 
didn't pay dues...he accepted responsibility, he...well, he joined. 

Ralph and as always, Carol, somehow made it to the meetings giving pro-
grams, providing refreshments, even though it took about an hour each way 
for them to come. And it wasn't just our meetings; they were active in other 
organizations. Ralph was past president of the local ARS chapter, member of 
the Iris Society, and he was deeply involved in the Boy Scouts. Since Ralph 
joined our Chapter, he and his brother Ray attended our national conven-
tions. 

This year is our convention and guess who was one of the first to step up to 
the plate and offer his services? Of course, he was the one who nominated me 
for chairman, but then I nominated him for co-chairman. He didn't back 
down, and we spent many hours on the phone planning the convention or 
just plain visiting. 

Although I spent awhile mulling over what to tell you about Ralph it wasn't 
until I attended the memorial services that it started to come clear about what 
kind of person Ralph Bullard was. The last speaker, a fellow Scout talked 
about Ralph and I think he said it all...at least he gave me a few words to pass 
on to you and explain why Ralph was a joiner. Simply, he was a Scout. 

You see, Ralph took the Boy Scout oath seriously, and he applied it to all the 
groups he joined in. It says: "ON MY HONOR I WILL DO MY BEST...TO 
DO MY DUTY TO GOD AND MY COUNTRY...AND TO OBEY THE SCOUT 
LAW. TO HELP OTHER PEOPLE AT ALL TIMES...TO KEEP MYSELF PHYSI-
CALLY STRONG, MENTALLY AWAKE AND MORALLY STRAIGHT. 

Do you remember the Scout law? "A SCOUT IS TRUSTWORTHY, LOYAL, 
HELPFUL, FRIENDLY, COURTEOUS, KIND, OBEDIENT, CHEERFUL, 
THRIFTY, BRAVE, CLEAN, AND REVERENT. He was a Scout . 

We're gonna miss him! 

Jim Thornton 

SARA JONES 

Mrs. Sara Jones passed away Tuesday, March 4, 1997. Sara was the wife of 
the late L. S. Jones; she was a friend and was one of our early members. In 
fact, she and L. S. were very staunch supporters long before we became a 
chapter. 

L.S. passed away several years ago, but Sara maintained her membership 
and her support to us. She was our secretary for a short time. 

We kept in contact with visits and 
over the phone because she wanted 
to keep on taking care of all the aza-
leas L. S. had planted and grown on 
their property. Tom Anderson and I 
had plans to go later on this spring 
and help her prune some unruly 
shrubs. 

The Chapter will miss Sara as a 
member, but a lot of us will miss her 
as a friend. 

Jun Thornton 0 

(Letter to the Editor, continued from p 22) 

The type specimen, designated by 
Russian botanist Pojarkova when she 
named the species, was collected 
around the Ol'ga Bay in the Ussuri 
Region. This is on the east coast of 
Russia's Maritime Territory, NNE of 
Vladivostok and roughly opposite 
Sapporo on Japan's Hokkaido Island. 
Inland from the coast lies the Sikhote-
Alin' (or Sichote-Alin', depending on 
transliteration) mountain range. Ac-
cording to the key presented by 
Cullen, the leaves of R. sichotense are 
dark olivaceous green above, rusty 
brown beneath, and overwintering. 
Those of R. dauricum—are bright green 
above, lighter beneath, and at least 
some overwinter. The corolla of R. 
sichotense is said to be larger than that 
of R. dauricum and to have broad or-
bicular lobes with overlapping margins. 
In a few years, those who have grown 
plants to flowering will be able to re-
port on the accuracy of this description. 

Donald H. Voss (3 March 1997) ❑ 

The answer to the president's 
question on page 2: 

DON'T KNOW, AND I DON'T 
CARE" 
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