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For the period May 1, 1996, and 
ending April 30, 1997, I submit the 
following report. Seventy-one items 
of correspondence were received from 
twenty-seven states, one Canadian 
province (Ontario), and five non-
North American countries (Chile, 
Suriname, Australia, England, and 
Germany). The most mail came from 
Alabama and Maryland (six each) fol-
lowed by New Jersey and Pennsylva-
nia (five each). Apparently, some Ala-
bama newspaper carried an azalea ar-
ticle which stated that lots of "free 
information" was available. June of 
1996 and March of 1997 were the busi-
est with eleven items of correspon-
dence each. Sadly, one very nice let-
ter was received in which the writer 
forgot to include a return address. 
Despite attempts to locate an address 
for the person using the Internet and 
a phone call to the best lead, the per-
son could not be located. 

My thanks to the nurserymen who 
favored me with their catalogs this 
year. Please keep it up. Many times 
people are desperately searching for 
a special cultivar, and I have been able 
to assist them because of your 
thoughtfulness. Thanks also to those 
folks who made mention of the ASA 
in their catalogs and lists. Every little 
bit helps, and it makes a difference. 
Please revise your notices to reflect the 
dues increase that took effect this year. 

For those who have not discovered 
it, the Louisiana Chapter has its own 
web site. It includes information on 
ASA membership and at least one in-
dividual living in Maine joined the 
ASA as a result. The URL is www.i-
55.com/ plantweb/ azaleasociety/. 
Check it out and see what a great job 
they have done. 

In an effort to do something posi-
tive about increasing ASA member-
ship, the membership committee re-
viewed and revised the ASA mem-
bership brochure late last year, a task 
that was made necessary by the Board 
of Director's decision to increase the 
dues. The new brochures were dis-
tributed to the chapters in February in  

time for most of the 1997 azalea sea-
son. In addition, brochures were sent 
to an ASA member in Canada who 
offered to distribute them at two hor-
ticultural meetings. Similarly, bro-
chures were sent to a contact in 
Takoma Park, Maryland, a.k.a. "Aza-
lea City" in an effort to generate mem-
bership there. Finally, members of 
the Brookside Gardens chapter pitched 
in and hand addressed nearly 1500 of 
the new membership brochures and a 
mass mailing exercise was launched. 
Fourteen new members have resulted 
to date. I would like to thank Mary 
Rutley, Barbara Bullock, Dottie 
Murphree, Lenora Brown, Tina Kelley, 
Bill Wallenmeyer, Bunny Carroll, Bill 
Johnson, Rosalie Bison, and of course 
Bee and Bob Hobbs without whom 
mass mailings would not be possible. 

Minutes of The Azalea Society of 
America Annual Meeting held in 
Atlanta, Georgia, April 19,1997 

President Steve Brainerd convened 
the annual membership meeting at 
9:45 PM, following the well-received 
presentation by the featured guest 
speaker, Dr. Kathleen Kron. The first 
order of business was an expression 
of appreciation to a variety of indi-
viduals. First, he thanked the as-
sembled members for attending the 
convention. Next came the officers of 
the Society for the past two years, the 
Vice President, Jim Thornton, the Sec-
retary, Bill McIntosh, and the Trea-
surer, Bob Stelloh. Then he thanked 
Bob and Bee Hobbs for their untiring 
efforts to produce THE AZALEAN 
four times a year. And he added a 
plea to all of us to make the Hobbs' 
job easier by submitting articles for 
the journal. Then he reiterated a 
year-old plea for an understudy for 
the Editors. Retiring Directors Rosalie 
Nachman, Fred (and Jean) Minch, 
and Art Vance were commended for 
their service, Bill Miller for his nu-
merous contributions to the Society, 
and Don Voss, George Switzer and 
Jane Newman for serving on the Ad-
visory Editorial Board. 

At this point the podium was 
turned over to Bob Hobbs. Bob 
thanked Steve for the plea for articles, 
and reiterated the thanks to Jane 

Newman and Don Voss. He also an-
nounced that George Switzer had asked 
to be relieved as Assistant Editor, and 
praised George's long, and quality ser-
vice in that position. Bob next turned 
to the annual prize for best article in 
THE AZALEAN since the last conven-
tion. Before announcing the winner Bob 
said that the awards for next year would 
be expanded and then noted that there 
was an unplanned expansion this year, 
because voting produced a tie between 
'An Azaleaphile Salute—Fred Galle,' 
June, 1996, by incoming President Jim 
Thornton, and 'Identifying the Native 
Azaleas,' December, 1996 by the guest 
speaker, Dr. Kron. Bob then closed his 
presentation with a reminder to all that 
THE AZALEAN is the journal of the 
ASA, and that comments on it are al-
ways welcome, as are all articles for 
publication. He then returned the po-
dium to Steve Brainerd. Steve's first an-
nouncement pertained to those who 
attended the 1996 convention in Dal-
las, to wit—the azalea table favor pre-
viously identified as R. oblongifolium is 
now considered by Dr. Kron to belong 
to the species R. viscosum. The North-
ern Virginia Chapter has agreed to host 
the 1998 convention. He then said that 
when the Society can afford it, we will 
continue to support research. And 
Steve said that as his term as President 
was drawing to an end, he was physi-
cally tired but emotionally uplifted. His 
last announcement was the election of 
officers, voted on by mail ballot. The 
new incumbents are: 

President: Jim Thornton 

Vice President: Bill Bode 

Directors at Large: 

Gen. Bryghte Godbold 

Donald Hyatt 

Col. Murray Sheffield 

The podium was then relinquished 
to Jim Thornton, who thanked the vari-
ous Oconee Chapter members who 
helped make the convention a success. 
In particular, he thanked the Oconee 
Secretary, Ruth Bryan, who so ably 
stepped into the void left by the un-
timely passing of Ralph Bullard. Jim's 
next words, a motion for adjournment, 
were met with applause. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William B. McIntosh , Secretary 0 
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