
President's Letter 

"Hey, lady, can you spare a dime? Hey, mister, gotta minute?" 
Ok, maybe it's more like 32 cents, and maybe it will take more than a 
minute, maybe two, but that's about all it should have taken to have 
filled out the December ballot and been counted. Maybe you can't get 
to all the meetings, give presentations, and you can't get to the 
conventions...and all that stuff, but for a stamp and a few minutes of 
your time? Ok, so there were only single nominees on the ballot for 
officers and directors—but for the best article? 

Maybe you didn't read many of them and had no idea which one to 
vote for...I don't think so, at least from the feedback I get from the 
Oconee folks! Do you know how many ballots we received? About 
7%. So what's the big deal? 

Well, the reason I bring this up is because I'm going to ask a favor 
of you, and again it's going to require a stamp, but this time it's going 
to take a little more than a minute or two, at least,I hope you'll spend 
a little more time on this project. I hope to receive more than 7%. 

What I need is to find out what's on your mind when you think 
about the ASA...whether you are an officer, a director, chapter presi-
dent or, last but not least, a chapter/ at-large member! Tell us what's on 
your mind when you think about your chapter or the ASA. There's a 
lot of concern out there about membership, funding, participation and 
well, I don't want to prompt you, I want to see what you have to say. 
What should and could we be doing as a first rate society! (I've made 
a personal plea to our officers, directors, and chairpersons.) 

Did you know we will soon celebrate our 20th anniversary? Ask 
yourself "What do we need to do to see us through the next 20!" 

One last thought, "Someone recently asked me if I knew the differ-
ence between ignorance, not stupidity mind you, but ignorance and 
apathy?" [See the answer on page 36.] 

Is this the way we feel about the ASA? I don't think so! Please 
send your response to me by the end of July. We'll publish the re-
sults. 

Jim Thornton 0 

Letter to the Editor 

A distribution of seed from Russia included a species unfamiliar to 
many growers—R. sichotense. In James Cullen's revision of the lepi-
dote (scaly) rhododendrons, R. sichotense is described as one variant of 
R. dauricum (Notes from the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, 1980, 
39(1): 112-113). Cullen states: "R. dauricum is a widely distributed and 
variable species. Two variants have been described as species in the 
Russian literature, but I have not seen enough material to judge their 
distinctness." R. sichotense is also described in H. H. Davidian's The 
Rhododendron Species, Vol. I, p. 122. (continued on p. 36) 

Azalea Society of America 
The Azalea Society of America, organized 

December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the 
District of Columbia, is an educational and 
scientific non-profit association devoted to the 
culture, propagation and appreciation of azaleas 
Subgenera Tsutsusi and Pentanthera of the genus 
Rhododendron in the Heath family (Ericaceae). 
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DIRECTORS 
Terms Expiring in 1999 Terms Expiring in 1998 
Gen. Bryght Godbold Robert Lee 

Donald Hyatt Dr. Charles Owen 
Col. Murray Sheffield Stephen Schroeder 
Chapter presidents serve as ex-officio directors. 

CHAPTERS 
Brookside Gardens (chartered August 1979) 

Diane Gregg, President 
Richmond, Virginia (chartered August 1979) 

Deanie McCluan, President 
Ben Morrison (chartered May 1980) 

Niki Baker, President 
Northern Virginia (chartered May 1980) 

Joe Klimavicz, President 
Louisiana (chartered June 1981) 

Bob Miravalle, President 
Tri-State (chartered October 1981) 

Greg Wedding, President 
Dallas Chapter (chartered May 1989) 

Virginia Salter, President 
Oconee Chapter (chartered November 1991) 

Earl Hester, President 

Regular membership is open to all in-
terested parties for an annual contribu-
tion of $25.00; life membership for an indi-
vidual is $500.00. Members receive THE 
AZALEAN and are eligible for participation 
in all activities of the Society including those 
of the chapter with which the member affili-
ates. For information and a membership 
application, write to the Membership Com-
mittee, Azalea Society of America, P. 0. Box 
34536, West Bethesda, MD 20827-0536. 
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