
   SOCIETY NEWS  	

BROOKSIDE GARDENS CHAPTER 
Dianne Gregg, President 

Speaker Ed Reiley gave an excellent talk at the February meeting on the 
selection and culture of azaleas and rhododendrons. Besides all of his advice 
on soil preparation and plants, he had a great suggestion on keeping deer off 
azaleas: blend six eggs, put them, one gallon of water and some "sticker-
sprayer" into a sprayer and spray on the azalea foliage. This stays on for 
months and doesn't wash away in the rain. 

Bill Miller is doing a membership drive mailing to the members of the Ameri-
can Rhododendron Society. Brookside Chapter members are helping to ad-
dress the envelopes. 

LOUISIANA CHAPTER 
Robert Miravalle, President 

At the March 2 meeting, approximately 20 members and guests were in 
attendance. Dr. Larry Rogers, Director of the Louisiana State Agricultural 
Experiment Station, was our guest speaker. Dr. Rogers gave us an overview of 
the State Agricultural Experiment Station, Cooperative Extension Service, and 
the Louisiana State University (a land grant institution), collectively L.S.U. He 
said that L.S.U. is investigating lace-wing control and petal blight control in 
azaleas. He reviewed azalea research at land grant institutions in the U.S-
there's very little. Funding is the big obstacle to starting new research, fol-
lowed by finding scientists to do the research. Dr. Rogers told us that he 
learned a lot about azalea research in preparing his remarks and was person-
ally impressed with the beauty of azaleas. 

Dr. Warren Meadows, Director of the L.S.U. Burden Research Plantation in 
Baton Rouge, joined in with Dr. Rogers and presented an outline of plans to 
plant an azalea demonstration garden at Burden funded by the Burden Foun-
dation. He announced that he is registering five previously released azalea 
cultivars bred by Dr. Richard Stadther (now deceased). The names of these 
cultivars will be included in the next Society News from the Louisiana Chapter. 
Dr. Meadows also reviewed the procedures at L.S.U. for release of ornamental 
cultivars bred by L.S.U. researchers. 

Dr. Rogers said he will give favorable consideration to a petition from the 
LA Chapter of ASA to provide volunteer work on the maintenance and up-
keep of the azalea garden and other ornamentals planted at the Hammond 
Research Station. Injury liability has been a stumbling block to such volunteer 
work in the past. 

The Chapter participated in the Hammond Azalea Festival on Saturday, 
March 22 by exhibiting and selling azaleas. The Chapter benefits financially 
from this sale. 

By vote of the membership it was decided (due to participation in the 
Hammond Azalea Festival) not to exhibit at the Spring Garden Show at the 
New Orleans Botanical Garden, April 5 and 6. 

It was noted that Bill Bode is a candidate for Vice President of ASA and to 
please vote for him. Bill generously donated a membership in ASA to the St. 
Tammany Public Library in Covington, LA. 

Discussion was held on making a 
bid for the ASA National Convention. 
The members present were equally 
divided on a fall vs. spring conven-
tion. A compromise was offered to 
break the deadlock; postpone making 
a convention bid until flowering data 
are collected on the dependability of 
blooming of fall blooming azaleas 
planted in the landscape. We will re-
visit the question of a fall convention 
once these flowering data are collected 
and analyzed. Data collecting will start 
this fall (1997). In the meantime, So-
ciety members are invited to contact 
Bob Miravalle or other Chapter mem-
bers to arrange for personal tours from 
November 1 - December 15. Chapter 
members will personally escort Soci-
ety members on a tour of our fall 
blooming azaleas. This invitation was 
extended at the Atlanta National Con-
vention. 

It was also decided to discuss at our 
June meeting the possibility of host-
ing an Azalea Improvement Confer-
ence. Such a conference was proposed 
at our September 1996 meeting but at 
the time was tied together with host-
ing the Society National Convention. 
Now that a decision on hosting the Na-
tional Convention has been post-
poned, hosting an improvement con-
ference will be taken up as a separate 
item. 

Seven members showed up on Sat-
urday, March 8 to weed and clean up 
the Azalea Demonstration Garden at 
the Hammond Amtrak RR Station in 
preparation for the Hammond Azalea 
Festival. Replacement plants were also 
identified for planting. 

The Chapter voted to endorse Long 
Term Care Insurance offered by John 
Hancock. This endorsement is at no 
cost to the Chapter but will benefit 
members through reduced premiums. 

The next Chapter meeting will be 
June 1st at 2:00 p.m. at the Hammond 
Research Station. Our member, Wally 
Warren, will speak on planting and 
maintenance of azaleas in St. 
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Tammany, Washington, and Tangipahoa 
Parishes and methods of propagating 
azaleas from cuttings. The public will 
be invited. 

Future meetings, speakers and top-
ics are: 

September 7 Dr. John Thornton 
and Lloyd Cotton: Exbury hybrids 
and deciduous azaleas. 

November 30 Dr. John Thornton: 
Discuss his support of and partici-
pation in exploration forR. oldhamii 
species, their introduction, distri-
bution and use in breeding sum-
mer blooming azaleas. 

Dr. Thornton and Lloyd Cotton are 
longtime members of the LA Chapter 
and operate Pushepetappa Gardens of 
Franklinton, LA. 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA CHAPTER 
Joe Klimavicz, President 

The Northern Virginia Chapter met 
on February 23, 1997 in the Library at 
Green Spring Gardens Park. There 
were about 25 members present. 

It was announced that there is a 
strong possibility that the National 
Convention could be held here in 1998. 
Our Chapter would be the host. The 
upcoming convention in Atlanta will 
make the determination. 

The speaker was Barbara Bullock, Cu-
rator of the Azalea Collection at the US 
National Arboretum. She gave a very in-
teresting talk about the efforts to restore 
the gardens originally planted by Ben 
Morrison. Her slides showed the awful 
state of neglect over the years, with vines 
and wild growth completely covering the 
original plants. There were 1200 cultivars 
there in 1946, but with no map of the hill-
side, and labels difficult to find, the project 
of restoring the collection required a lot of 
time and effort. Barbara has to depend 
on volunteers for her major source of la-
bor in this venture. She is also getting 
professional help from Bill Miller in the 
process of restoring the entire Glenn Dale 
collection. 

The April 27 Chapter meeting was 
at Dave & Sharon Raden's home. The 
program for this meeting involved 
member participation. 

Since it is impossible for each of us 
to visit the gardens of every member, 
Dan Krabill suggested that each of us 
bring a branch or flower from our fa-
vorite azalea bush for show and tell. 
If the branch is not available at this 
time, perhaps you have a picture you 
could bring and describe the features 
that attract you to this particular aza-
lea. 

Dan has another request. For the 
next chapter meeting, scheduled for 
July 13, the annual cutting exchange, 
it is suggested that each member pro-
vide a list of the cuttings we would 
like to receive at the exchange to this 
upcoming meeting. The lists will be 
compiled and listed before the ex-
change so we may have a better chance 
of bringing the clippings wanted most 
by the members. 

Joe Klimavicz and Dan are work-
ing on a method to make this revision 
to the process result in a more satisfy-
ing adventure for us all. Hopefully, 
someone in the Chapter has the plant 
you have been longing to find, and 
all we have to do is match up the two 
members. 

There will be a plant exchange as 
usual, and door prizes for lucky at-
tendees. 

OCONEE CHAPTER 
Ruth Bryan, Secretary 

The Oconee Chapter of the ASA met 
at the First Baptist Church, January 26, 
1997. Twenty-two persons were present. 
Our President, Earl Hester, called the 
meeting to order and welcomed members, 
Judson and Marjorie Wingard (from Lex-
ington, SC) and visitors Rosalinde Yates 
and Leland Cabiness (we hope that they 
will return). The proceedings were then 
turned over to Ralph Bullard. 

Ralph gave a very interesting and in-
formative talk on daffodils. His talk in- 

cluded his great admiration for Berma 
Abacromby and a video that toured her 
garden of over 200 varieties of daffodils. 
Suggestions for successful daffodil culti-
vation were that the soil should be acidic 
with drainage. She uses peat moss in the 
beds. Don't buy soft bulbs. Plant a few 
each year, in August through October. Fer-
tilize and divide them in the fall. The 
book "Daffodils to Grow and Share" was 
recommended. 

After refreshments, which were sup-
plied by Jim Thornton, there was a busi-
ness meeting at which the treasurer's re-
port was given. 

Jim Thornton, the Chairman of the 
ASA Convention, gave an update on the 
forthcoming convention. We have re-
ceived our first registrations for the con-
vention. Everything seems to be on sched-
ule. Deposits have been paid for the buses 
and banquet. 

Jim also reported that Garden South 
will provide our Chapter with space to 
hand out ASA Convention information 
during the Southeastern Flower Show. 

Garden South also wants our Chapter 
to have another Azalea Flower Show again 
this year. The tentative date is May 10; 
we hope that members will have late-
blooming azaleas to display. 

After the business meeting, Ralph 
Bullard showed part of a video on Bonsai 
Azaleas. Many techniques of the use of 
Satsuki azaleas were given, such as vari-
eties to use should have small to medium 
flowers and glossy leaves. 

At the meeting at the First Baptist 
Church, March 16 at 2:00PM, Earl Hester, 
Chapter President, spoke on the "Do's and 
Don't's of Azaleas...Things a Commercial 
Grower Knows." This will help us be 
better shoppers and collectors...and grow-
ers! An inside view—Don't miss this one. 
And Tom Anderson, a past president, will 
speak on "Flowers of Viet Nam." As a 
veteran who survived the tortures and tur-
moil of war, with his camera, Tom was 
able to capture the beauty of the flowers 
there. This is a program we've been 
waiting to see! ❑ 
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