
blue, gray, purple and bicolor junipers. For 
spring interest, we might add the heaths and 
heathers, although they aren't reliably hardy 
in this area. The evergreen Leucothoe 
fontanesiana, a selected form, 'Girard's Rain-
bow', will give you colorful foliage for win-
ter arrangements. I wish Pieris japonica (or 
andromeda) had a common name such as 
"lilac," so that people unfamiliar with sci-
entific plant names would know what to ask 
for. The word "Japonica" is used with a 
diversity of plants. Sometimes it's used as a 
complete name. "I'd like a Japonica shrub." 
Actually, the word means "from Japan." If I 
were to give this plant a common name, I'd 
call it the "Waterfall Shrub." The white 
sprays of bloom come in very early spring. 
They resemble miniature waterfalls, against 
a background of shiny, narrow-leafed ever-
green foliage. Everybody needs a Pieris 
japonica. 

For contrast in foliage pattern and size, 
two low-growing evergreen members of the 
heath family deserve to be better known. 
They are the Box Huckleberry (Gaylussacia 
brachycera) and Sand-Myrtle (Leiophyllum 
buxifolium). They are useful as ground cov-
ers or small accent shrubs. 

The Tree-Peony (Paeonia suffruticosa) 
blooms with the mid-season azaleas and 
adds contrast in shape and size of bloom 
and foliage pattern. Despite the name, this 
plant isn't a tree, but is so-called because 
the stems are woody. The foliage pattern 
also differs from the better known peony in 
that it is looser and the leaves resemble 
leaves of some trees. The single or double 
flowers of the Tree-Peony are magnificent. 
The singles are shaped like a huge (eight to 
ten inch) poppy, with serrated edges, and 
flakes of golden pollen dusting the center. 
Colors are white and shades of pink and 
red. Tree-Peonies are hardy in this area. 
Although they aren't widely planted in home 
gardens, there are some displays in public 
gardens, one of which is the azalea garden 
at Landon School in Bethesda, Maryland. 

Small trees are useful as a contrast in size. 
Use them sparingly, placed at intervals for 
accent points. The emphasis here is on 
"small." Stay far, far away from maples. Their 
roots are shallow and will rob the azaleas of 
food and moisture. Keep azaleas outside the 
"drip line" of other trees. Dogwood is the 

NATIVE COMPANION PLANTS 

George Sanko 
Covington, GA 

UNDER AND AROUND THE SKIRTS 
OF THE NATIVE AZALEAS 

1. Harper's Wild Ginger—Hexastylis speciosa 
2. Shuttleworth's Wild Ginger—Hexastylis shuttleworthii 
3. Callaway Wild Ginger—Hexastylis shuttleworthii var. harperi 
4. Canadian Wild Ginger—Asarum canadense 
5. White Milkweed—Asclepias variegata 
6. Allegheny Spurge—Pachysandra procumbens 
7. Louisiana Bluestar—Amsonia ludoviciana 
8. Arkansas Bluestar—Amsonia hubrechtii 
9. Sword-leaf Phlox—Phlox buckleyi 
10. Bleeding Heart—Dicentra eximia 
11. Dutchman's Breeches—Dicentra cucullaria 
12. Celandine Poppy—Stylophorum diphyllum 
13. Black Cohosh—Cimicifuga racemosa 
14. Shooting Star—Dodecatheon meadia 
15. Crested Iris—Iris cristata 
16. Copper Iris 	Iris fulva 
17. Dixie Iris 	Iris hexagona 
18. Soapwort Gentian—Gentiana saponaria 
19. Witch-Alder—Fothergilla gardenii 
20. Sessile Bellwort—Uvularia sessilifolia 
21. Perfoliate Bellwort—Uvu/aria perfoliata 
22. Large-flowered Bellwort—Uvularia grandiflora 
23. Wild Columbine—Aquilegia canadensis 
24. Jacob's Ladder—Polemonium reptans 
25. Twin Lea f—Jeffersonia diphylla 

Cultural Notes 
Good Companions 

Ruth Harrington 

Reprinted from the July 1997 issue of The Azalea Clipper, the newsletter of the 
Northern Virginia Chapter. 

When compatible plants are included in azalea plantings, the effect 
can be even more exciting than an exclusive azalea collection. Some of 
these plants may have similar qualities which blend well, but the contrast-
ing plants are even more interesting. Contrast is a rule of both nature and 
art—light and dark, hot and cold, bright and dull, rough and smooth, or 
the Oriental Yin and Yang. 

Plants are complementary to azaleas by foliage patterns and colors, 
size, growth habits, different blooming times, or patterns of bloom. Plants 
with interesting foliage patterns and / or colors include Pieris japonica, Burford 
Holly (preferably the dwarf form), Box Huckleberry, Sand Myrtle and the 
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