
This is another article prepared by 
Ruth Harrington for publication in 
The Azalea Clipper. Ruth hybridized 
two beautiful azaleas, 'Green Goddess' 
and 'Highlander'. She also wrote for 
the Journal Newspapers. This article 
was prepared in 1987. Ruth 
Harrington died in 1989. ❑ 

PRIZE FOR BEST ARTICLE IN THE 
AZALEAN-1996 
Dr. Kathleen A. Kron and James 0. 'Thornton 

In 1989, the Board of Governors authorized the editor of THE AZALEAN 
to establish an annual prize for the best article to appear in THE AZALEAN. 
The concept was to acquire through donations, a fund which when invested 
would provide an annual prize for the best article published in THE AZALEAN. 
Funds were donated by the following chapters to establish the "CHAPTER'S 
PRIZE": 

Tri-State 
Richmond, Virginia 

Ben Morrison 
Northern Virginia 

Brookside Gardens 

As stated in the September 1990 issue, the best article each year will be 
selected by a poll of the membership. The prize will be announced and awarded 
at the Annual Meeting of the Society. 

The prize for the best article in THE AZALEAN for 1996 was awarded at 
the annual meeting in Atlanta. In 1996 there was a tie for the honor which 
was shared by Dr. Kathkeen A. Kron for her article "Identifying the Native 
Azaleas" which appeared in the December 1996 issue and by Jim Thornton 
for his article "Fred Galle" which appeared in the June 1996 issue. Congratulations! 

The prize has been awarded since 1990. The recipients to date have been: 

1995 Richard T. West and William C. Miller III 
"The Ten Oaks Azaleas and the Glenn Dale Distribution Project" 

September 1995 issue of THE AZALEAN. 

1994 Steve Brainerd 
"Designing With Azaleas" 

December 1994 issue 

1993 Robert T. Stelloh 
"George Harding Azalea Garden-A Progress Report" 

December 1993 issue 

1992 Richard T. West 
"Easy Propagation of Azaleas at Home" 

December 1992 issue 

1991 Jane Newman 
"In Praise of the Greenwoods on the East Coast" 

December 1991 issue 

1990 Ajit Thakur 
"The Enchanting Satsuki" 

March 1990 issue ❑ 

classic azalea companion, but red-bud 
and any small, upright evergreens are 
also good. 

Spring blooming bulbs make a spar-
kling setting for the main attraction of 
azaleas. They can be planted fairly 
close if you plant them when the aza-
leas are small. Once established, bulb 
roots won't interfere with azalea roots 
because they go deep. The "little 
bulbs," such as "Glory of the Snow" 
(Chionodoxa), "Spanish Squill" (Scilla 
campanulata), Snowdrop (Galanthus 
nivalis) are real treasures. Start with a 
few and in a few years you'll have 
drifts of them. These little gems scat-
ter their prolific seeds which grow into 
blooming-size bulbs in a few years. 
Chionodoxa is a true blue color, not 
found in azaleas, and will eventually 
colonize into blue pools around them. 
The Squills are a little later and come 
in a lavender blue, pink and white. 

If you use ground covers with aza-
leas, do so with care. Don't allow them 
to intrude past the drip line of the 
plant. Be especially careful with Ajuga. 
It can quickly become rampant and 
seed will either blow or be carried to 
the middle of the lawn where it will 
choke out grass. Keep in mind the 
common name for Ajuga: "bugle-
weed." 

The above discussion just skims the 
surface of compatible plants. For fur-
ther reading, I recommend some of the 
handbooks published by the Brooklyn 
Botanical Gardens. 
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