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When we arrived in Atlanta about noon on Thursday, we were told that 
because of an abnormally warm spring, the peak of the azalea bloom was past. 
Nevertheless, we awoke Friday morning to find that the temperature was 30 
degrees—if not a low temperature record for that date then very nearly a record. 

Thursday evening we were welcomed by the Oconee Chapter of the Azalea 
Society of America. Following the remarks by Jim Thronton, Fred Sorg de-
scribed his efforts in hybridizing azaleas. The description of his hybridizing 
program and some helpful hints for those wishing to do their own hybridiza-
tion are on page 51 of this issue. Next, George Sanko, co-director of the DeKalb 
College Botonical Garden, described the use of rare and unusual native plants 
as companion plants for azaleas. His list of companion plants appears on page 
52 of this issue. The attendees visited the DeKalb College Botanical Gardens 
on Saturday. Robert "Buddy" Lee described his hybridizing program, which is 
directed at developing fall-blooming hybrids. His fall-blooming azaleas are 
being distributed by Flowerwood Nurseries of Mobile, Alabama. 

We boarded the buses on Friday morning wearing our coats and sweaters to 
begin a tour of no less than five gardens featuring azaleas and rhododendrons. 
Lunch was served at the garden of Dr. 
Charles and Virginia Owen. 

Friday evening speaker Dr. Joe 
Coleman described his garden, which fea-
tures Kurume azaleas. Dr. Coleman's talk 
appears of page 45 of this issue. Dr. 
Coleman was followed by Ray Goza, who 
took us on an illustrated trip to Roan 
Mountain, Tennessee, where native aza-
leas grow in abundance. Ray Goza's talk 
and photographs taken on Roan Moun-
tain are on page 54 and 55. 

Dr. Charles Owen describes his 
garden 

Sweaters and coats were not so 
prevalent when we boarded the buses 
on Saturday morning for tours of five 
gardens. We enjoyed a Southern style 
barbecue lunch in Conyers, Georgia. 

Following the Saturday evening ban-
quet and the annual business meeting, 
the speaker was Dr. Kathleen Kron of 
Wake Forest University. A descrip-
tion of Dr. Kron's work on the identifi-
cation of native azaleas appeared in 
the December 1996 issue of THE 

AZALEAN, and her talk described the identification of native azaleas in detail. 
An article containing a key to native azaleas begins on page 48 of this issue. Photographs by the author ❑ 
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