
Vienna, Virginia backyard. This gar-
den is an example of highly intensive 
azalea cultivation. Each year, Joe 
makes five to ten crosses and brings 
500-1,000 new seedlings out of his 
basement and into his cold-frames. 
Specific hybridization objectives in-
clude a plant that is hardy, florifer-
ous, and has a flower that is long last-
ing and bright in color. Only the best 
are selected for retention. 

Beck Garden - Nestled among tall 
trees in the Herndon area, Carolyn 
Beck has been collecting many excit-
ing new azalea varieties on her two -
acre tract. The peaceful setting and 
beautifully manicured landscape con-
tains an extensive collection of excit-
ing new hybrids, including nearly all 
the introductions by Northern Virginia 
hybridizer Pete Vines. 

Louer Garden - Frances and Phil 
Louer have amassed one of the larg-
est collections of azaleas in the region 
on five beautifully landscaped acres 
near Haymarket, VA. They have over 
2,000 varieties among those planted on 
the property and those in pots anx-
ious to be put in the ground. Many 
rhododendrons are intermixed among 
the azaleas, along with wildflowers, 
thousands of daffodils, hostas, day-
lilies, and many varieties of iris. The 
maturing plants put on an impressive 
display each spring, with old favor-
ites, rare varieties, and new introduc-
tions growing in island beds along 
trails in the wooded setting. 

Hyatt Garden - Located on three 
quarters of an acre in McLean, Don 
Hyatt's 45-year-old garden is now a 
mature landscape of rhododendrons 
and azaleas underplanted with many 
wildflowers, including large beds of 
the blue Phlox divancata. Some rem-
nants of Don's deciduous azalea and 
rhododendron hybridizing can be 
found in the back yard. 

Beaudry Garden. Located on 
three acres adjacent to parkland in 
nearby Potomac, Maryland, the 
Beaudry garden is a beautiful hillside 
landscape of rare rhododendrons, 
azaleas, dwarf conifers, wildflowers, 
and companion plants. Over a pe-
riod of many years, Norman and Jean 
Beaudry have renovated and en-
hanced this established horticultural 
treasure, the former garden of noted 
landscape designers Connie and 
Sandy Sanders. 

We will return to the Holiday Inn 
Tysons in time for a rest, a cash bar 
social hour, and the plant sales. Dur-
ing the social hour, an auction will be 
conducted of special plants. 

The banquet will begin at 7 30 PM 
in the hotel. Our keynote speaker will 
be Mr. Harry Weiskittel. As many of 
you know, Harry Weiskittel owns and 
operates the Marshy Point Nursery, 
a wholesale rhododendron and aza-
lea nursery at the head of Chesapeake 
Bay, which he established because of  

his love for these plants. The nursery 
has been in operation for more than 20 
years, and occupies most of Harry's 
time. He does, however, indulge him-
self in his favorite hobby, hybridizing 
azaleas. His introductions include 
'Carol Kittel', 'Mary Ellen Thomsen', 
'Lizette Lynn', 'Catherine Buckley', 
'Kakie', 'Hugs', and 'Kisses'. 

Harry will tell us about his nurs-
ery, its operation and plants, and also 
about the concepts and thinking which 
led to his use of certain parents and 
the results he has obtained. This talk 
promises to be enlightening and en-
joyable as we follow Harry through his 
wins and losses in the game of hybrid-
izing for the future. 

A brief membership meeting follow-
ing the speaker which will include the 
election of new Society Officers for the 
upcoming year. This meeting will of-
ficially end the 1998 ASA Convention. 

Conclusion 
It is planned to have final plant sales 

from 9:00 to 10:00 AM on Sunday 
morning. A Board meeting will also 
take place from 9:00 to 11:00 AM. For 
those who wish to remain in the area 
for a while, some of our local gardens 
will be open for informal tours. Infor-
mation on these gardens and directions 
will be available at the registration 
desk. ❑ 

HYBRIDIZING FEVER - THE QUEST FOR 
NEW AZALEAS 
Don Hyatt 
McLean, VA 

Azalea hybridizing fever seems to be spreading in parts of Northern Vir-
ginia. Perhaps we are inspired by the work of former hybridizers from our 
region such as George Ring or Pete Vines, but quite a few members of the 
Northern Virginia Chapter, ASA, are now experimenting with this exciting 
aspect of azalea culture. We have been having fun, and we have had success, 
too. Some of the newest creations of our new hybridizers will be made avail-
able for the first time at the Azalea Society of America National Convention in 
the spring of 1998. 

How and Why We Hybridize Azaleas 
Making an azalea cross is relatively 

simple, so those of us who dabble in hy-
bridization cannot imagine why more 
people are not giving it a try. When aza-
leas are in bloom, just remove a few sta-
mens from one variety, twirl them 
around a bit to encourage the pollen to 
start coming out of the anthers. Then 
just dab that pollen on the pistil of an-
other flower, and the cross is made. It is 
wise to tag the twig noting date of cross 
and parents involved, and then watch 
closely to see if a seedpod develops. Of 
course, bees rarely ever mark their 
crosses, and yet they have been respon-
sible for some excellent hybrids, too. 
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Seed pods are usually collected in 
October just before they ripen. Most 
hybridizers will shake the seed out 
after the pods dry and split open. 
Seeds are usually sown on the surface 
of sterile potting medium, such as a 
mixture of moist peatmoss with some 
added sand or perlite. Seedlings are 
often grown indoors under artificial 
lights during the fall and winter 
months in order to give tiny azalea 
plants a head start. That way, larger 
plants can be moved outdoors in the 
spring. Not all crosses will produce 
viable seed, and those that do, may 
not produce the results the hybridizer 
is seeking. However, when most gar-
deners are rushing off to see what new 
varieties are on sale at the nurseries, 
an azalea hybridizer will be rushing 
to the seedling beds to see what excit-
ing new hybrid has bloomed for the 
first time. Although both activities are 
enjoyable, I assure you that the latter 
is by far the most fun. 

The fascination of hybridizing is in 
some ways similar to the allure of play-
ing cards. Every time a cross is made, 
each seed will receive half of its inher-
itance, or genes, from each parent. 
This random process of doling out 
some of the genetic material from each 
parent is very similar to dealing a hand 
of cards in poker or bridge; we know 
what cards are in the deck, but we can 
never tell which ones will be dealt in 
the next hand. Ideally, the hybridizer 
wants to combine specific qualities 
from each parent to produce a seed-
ling that has the best from both plants. 
Of course, the poker player looks to 
each new hand hoping for a "Royal 
Flush" and the bridge player longs for 
that "Seven No Trump" hand. Such 
things are possible but they do not 
happen often. 

In reality, a typical azalea cross will 
produce many average looking seed-
lings that will be satisfactory for stan-
dard landscaping purposes, and might 
even produce a few some would con-
sidered ugly. However, that eye-
catcher, that spectacular plant that 
seems to have it all is usually a rare 
occurrence, but it is also the force that 
drives our hybridizing fever. The more  

seedlings that a hybridizer is able to 
grow, the greater the probability of 
getting that new azalea creation. That 
is why most of us in hybridizing will 
have backyards full of seedlings afraid 
to throw away a single plant until we 
see it bloom. 

The rest of this article will focus 
on the experiences of two backyard 
hybridizers in Northern Virginia. 
These are not large nurseries, but typi-
cal azalea gardeners. Their new hy-
brids are not well known, but they 
have produced some excellent new 
plants. Those who attend the 1998 
ASA Convention will have a chance 
to visit their gardens and experience 
first hand the results of their hybrid-
izing program. There is still much to 
be done in the area of azalea breed-
ing, and we hope that you will come 
join us in this exciting adventure. 

The Hybrids of Joe Klimavicz 
Joe Klimavicz, the current Presi-

dent of the Northern Virginia Chap-
ter, ASA, has been an avid hybridizer 
of evergreen azaleas since the late 
1980s. He carries out his active pro-
gram in the back yard of his one-third 
acre home in Vienna, Virginia. Each 
year, Joe makes five to ten crosses and 
raises 500-1,000 new hybrids that he 
moves out of his basement and into 
cold frames for the growing season. 
He raises most of his plants in a one-
gallon size, but admits that he even-
tually throws 99% of them away, sav-
ing only the very best of each cross 
for further evaluation and breeding, 
or perhaps a prestigious spot in his 
garden. The Klimavicz hybridization 
program is aimed at developing stur-
dier varieties that are better able to 
survive neglect. Joe's three young 
children (ages 4, 7, and 9) also do their 
own azalea hybridizing. 

Joe is a Northern Virginia native, 
and although he had grown azaleas 
for landscape purposes before, he first 
caught the hybridizing fever after see-
ing a relatively tender but boldly var-
iegated Belgian hybrid 'Satellite' in 
bloom at the home of our other fea-
tured hybridizer, Bob Stewart. Joe took 
a few 'Satellite' flowers home, and 
since a hardy lavender 'Elsie Lee' just  

happened to be in bloom, he made his 
first cross: 'Elsie Lee' x 'Satellite'. The 
success of this first hybrid cross en-
couraged Joe to expand his program. 

Since then, Joe has been using a 
wide variety of hybrids and open pol-
linated plants in his crosses. As many 
hybridizers have discovered, Joe has 
learned that certain crosses consis-
tently produce excellent plants, but 
crossing two great plants does not nec-
essarily guarantee great offspring. 
'Elsie Lee' is well known as an out-
standing parent for azalea hybridizing 
since it is fertile and sets large seed-
pods. It also passes on hardiness and 
double flowers to its progeny, and so 
many people have been using 'Elsie 
Lee' in the development of new aza-
lea hybrids. 

Joe is always glad to share what did 
and what did not work. He can tell 
you from experience that 'Gay Paree' 
will not set seed, and that the big seed 
produced from crossing 'Haru-no-
sono" x 'Elsie Lee' will not germinate. 
The cross of 'Elsie Lee' x 'Satellite' has 
worked extremely well for Joe, but 
some of the other crosses that he par-
ticularly likes include 'Pocono Pink' 
x 'Janet Rhea', 'Cha Cha' x 'Girard 
Fuchsia', 'Florence Waldman' x 
'Dayspring', and 'Pocono Pink' x 'Sat-
ellite'. The crosses 'Elsie Lee' x 'Gay 
Paree', and 'Nancy Dippel' x 'Gay 
Paree' look good but need further 
evaluation. 

Some of the crosses that did not 
produce great plants include 'Elsie 
Lee' x 'Dancing Butterfly', 'Addie 
Pope' x 'Red Red', 'Fairfax' x 'Satel-
lite', and ('Dogwood' x 'Debonaire') x 
'Fairfax'. Joe maintains a computer 
listing of all of his crosses, including 
plant number, flower and plant de-
scription, and hardiness. 

Joe is also finding that some of his 
best new hybrids are coming from 
progeny of plants he had rejected in 
previous evaluations. Sometimes, the 
genes that would create a desired char-
acteristic in a new hybrid are physi-
cally present in seedlings of a cross, 
but may not be outwardly apparent 
because they are masked by less 
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desirable or interfering traits that are 
present also. Joe has been making 
many back crosses and second-genera-
tion hybrids such as ('Elsie Lee' x 'Sat-
ellite') x ('Elsie Lee' x 'Satellite'), since 
sometimes those hidden characteris-
tics can be "reshuffled" and will show 
up in the next generation. 

When all of Joe's new creations start 
blooming in the spring, he says that 
he feels like a kid in a toy store. Choos-
ing a favorite is difficult. However, at 
the 1998 ASA Convention, Joe will 
introduce his first hybrid - 'Caitlin 
Marie', named for his oldest daugh-
ter. Joe has raised several thousand 
plants from crosses of 'Elsie Lee' and 
'Satellite', and this selection is the best 
of the lot. 'Caitlin Marie' (LS-9147) 
blooms in mid-season, and has 2" di-
ameter flowers that are bright pink and 
extremely double. This plant is very 
floriferous, vigorous, medium height, 
very hardy, and has excellent dark 
green foliage all year. The most spec-
tacular feature of 'Caitlin Marie' is its 
long blooming period due in part to 
its extremely tight, very double flow-
ers. 

Looking to the future, Joe is plan-
ning crosses using an open-pollinated 
R. kiusianum because it has unique tiny 
leaves that are very glossy and almost 
look like plastic. Joe would like plants 
with this foliage quality in a new hy-
brid, but desires other traits as well, 
such as a double flower possibly com-
ing from 'Elsie Lee', or maybe thicker 
petals coming from 'Haru-no-sono. 
He might try for an earlier flowering 
season using 'Festive' or 'Dancing But-
terfly'. There are many possibilities. 
In order to make crosses of plants that 
do not bloom at the same time, Joe 
stores pollen in his freezer. Properly 
prepared and stored, this pollen will 
remain viable for many years. 

Members of the Northern Virginia 
Chapter ASA are anxious for Joe to 
introduce his many outstanding new 
creations. I am fortunate to have one 
of his seedlings, an 'Elsie Lee' x 
'Satellite' hybrid with large frilled 
flowers in a beautiful shade of tomato 
red. Because I salvaged the plant from 
Joe's discard pile (with his permission,  

of course), I refer to this azalea as 
"Throw Away Joe". It did not meet 
his hybridizing goals, but I thought it 
was a real keeper! 

Bob Stewart's Hybridizing Program 
Bob Stewart, a founding member 

of the Northern Virginia Chapter of the 
ASA, is one of the most energetic hy-
bridizers of evergreen azaleas currently 
in our region. Each year he grows 
about 4,000 azaleas selected from his 
collection of approximately 2,500 vari-
eties. A native of Massachusetts, Bob 
came to Northern Virginia as a Navy 
enlisted man. He first became inter-
ested in azaleas because of their bril-
liant spring display in the local gar-
dens here. After building his own 
home in 1959, he planted azaleas over 
a large portion of his yard to minimize 
the lawn on slopes surrounding his 
house. At first, he thought there were 
only three colors: pink, red, and white, 
but like most of us, he soon encoun-
tered the incredible diversity available 
in modern azalea hybrids. 

For many years, Bob raised his aza-
leas from cuttings, and was always 
looking for that rare plant to propa-
gate. He was very successful at col-
lecting and propagating azaleas, and 
even purchased potentially tender 
plants from nurseries such as Nuccio's 
in California. At the base of the hill in 
his yard, Bob constructed a large num-
ber of raised cold frames where he con-
tinues to grow many hundreds of aza-
leas each year. Every plant in his yard 
is meticulously tagged, from tiny seed-
lings in four-inch pots to four-foot high 
specimens growing in cut-off, recycled 
55-gallon plastic drums. An accom-
plished photographer, Bob had his 
photos of his azaleas and gardens pub-
lished in the book Azaleas written by 
Fred Galle. 

Bob has always experimented with 
azaleas, growing untested varieties, 
spraying selected plants with growth 
regulators, and covering the cold 
frames with a variety of materials. This 
fall, Bob sprayed some of his young 
azaleas with apple juice, because he 
had heard that the apple juice would 
stop vegetative growth and encourage 
flower buds to set. When we tour 

Bob's garden at the Convention in 
May, we'll see how successful the 
technique turned out to be. In the 
1980's, Bob started his own hybridiz-
ing program, growing large numbers of 
azaleas from seed in search of new and 
better varieties. Bob says that his hy-
bridizing efforts are aimed at taking 
an azalea that might be tender and 
matching it up with one that is very 
hardy in order to produce a sturdier 
plant. Bob has not yet introduced any 
named azaleas; perhaps because he be-
lieves that we have not even scratched 
the surface of what is possible with 
azalea hybridizing. 

Every fall, Bob fills his brightly-lit 
garage with his latest azalea creations. 
He treats his garage as a cool green-
house and is able to force his plants to 
bloom a month or more ahead of 
schedule. His garage is an ideal loca-
tion for making crosses. There are no 
bees to introduce foreign pollen, no 
rain to interfere with flowers or 
crosses, and plenty of time to hybrid-
ize since the garden is not very de-
manding during March. An added 
benefit is that flowers opening in the 
cool garage seem to last for an extraor-
dinarily long time, allowing him time 
to plan, evaluate, and speculate on 
what might be possible. Because of 
his early start on the season, he can 
harvest his seed in July rather than 
October, and will have his seedlings 
well on the way in August rather than 
February. His seedlings are able to 
make extra growth under lights dur-
ing the winter months, saving him a 
whole year from seed to bloom for 
most crosses. Bob destroys those 
plants that are not exceptional, and of 
course anything with a poor blossom 
is immediately tossed out. 

When it comes to varieties favored 
by Bob when making crosses, he has 
used the hardy Shammarello hybrid 
'Desiree' in many of his crosses as well 
as several of the Girard introductions 
that also impart extra hardiness. One 
of Bob's favorite azaleas is a hybrid that 
may have been an earlier Princess cross 
that was never introduced. Bob's 
best hybrid is a beautiful varie-
gated flower that originated by 
crossing the white, coral-edged 
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Back Acres Hybrid, 'Margaret Douglas', 
with an unnamed/unknown Belgian 
azalea. He has two spectacular plants 
from this cross, one that is double and 
the other single. This year Bob made 
about 60 different crosses, and with 
such productivity and because he main-
tains excellent records, he is getting a 
good feel for which crosses work well 
and which ones do not. 

Bob has a masterful eye when it 
comes to evaluating azaleas, and has 
served as a judge at flower shows for 
many years. He is very critical of his 
own creations, and will give other hy-
bridizers an extremely honest and can-
did assessment of any new azalea hy-
brid. Such impartial evaluation is re-
ally essential for a hybridizer. As 
"proud new parents" of azalea cre-
ations we have raised from seed, we 
tend to be very impressed with the 
wondrous perfection of our own "bril-
liant children." However, a critical eye 
is needed to see how they rank against 
the best things in existence already and 
decide if these new plants are really 
worthy of introduction. When Bob fi-
nally registers some of his new azalea 
varieties, we can be certain that they 
will not be just nice plants, they will 
be fantastic. 

Conclusion 
As those of us who have played 

around with azalea hybridizing know 
quite well, we are involved in a very 
exciting and rewarding hobby that has 
few equals. We may have had that hy-
bridizing fever for years, but we know 
our fascination will not wane. Each 
spring we will be making new crosses, 
marveling at first blooms on our latest 
crop of seedlings, and evaluating oth-
ers that have bloomed before. We 
would like you to join us, so try mak-
ing a few crosses of your own this year. 
Help us create the next generation of 
stunning new azalea hybrids, the 
plants that will grace the gardens of 
the next century. You won't regret the 
adventure. 

Don Hyatt has been hybridizing aza-
leas and rhododendrons for over 30 yreas. 
He has been president of the Northern Vir-
ginia Chapter, and currently serves on the 
Board of Directors. He has taught math-
ematics and computer science in the Vir- 
ginia school system for 28 years. 	1:1 

AZALEAS, VITIS VINIFERA, AND THE 
RHS COLOUR CHART 
Maarten van der Giessen 
Semmes, Alabama 

Two (of Many) Considerations Affecting Use of a Color Chart 

Sooner or later, any color chart will suffer the ravages of time—the deleterious 
effects of light, moisture, heat, and atmospheric gases. Changes may involve chemical 
reactions between components of the colorant mixtures or the paper. Those who rely 
on color charts as standards must seek to minimize these effects. Kept dry, clean, 
and not exposed excessively to heat and light, a chart such as the Royal Horticul-
tural Society (RHS) Colour Chart should remain reasonably stable for many years. 

In using a color chart, avoid contamination by moisture and matter! Using 
the holes in the center of the 1986 and 1995 RHS color patches is a questionable 
practice. It may assist in color evaluation to see the specimen color through the hole 
in a color patch, but there is substantial danger that moisture and matter from the 
specimen will adhere to the back of the patch. Then, when the color fan is closed, 
these contaminants may be transferred to the face of the following leaf in the fan. 

The selection of a light source is very important for color evaluation. Artificial 
lamps designed for household or commercial use must be avoided. Color experts 
favor "full-sky" daylight--the blend of sunlight with horizon-to-horizon sky light—
between two hours after sunrise and two hours before sunset. Because this full-sky 
exposure may not be available and direct sunlight is too red, the use of "north-sky 
daylight" is often recommended. With clouds or some atmospheric haze present, 
this may be a useful light source. If, however, the north sky is perfectly clear, the 
light may be too blue for proper color evaluation. 

The allegorical tale of woe by Maarten van der Giessen aptly dramatizes these 
concerns. 

117ith great glee I found my RHS color (Colour) chart in yesterday's mail. 
Congratulating the English on their great wisdom in not shipping UPS [dur-
ing the UPS strike, ed.], I hurried home to unravel the mysteries that have 
haunted me since the beginnings of azaleaphilisticism. 

Reclining in my Lazy Boy and enjoying a glass of Merlot in the glow of the 
Yellow Red group, I leafed through card after card. Yes. THESE will do it. 
THIS is SCIENCE. No more poetic nonsense of Alizarine something or even 
Madder. 

With Merlot and fan in hand I paraded to the garden. The early dew was 
on the grass, flowers softly glowing in the gentle morning light. "Do not use 
the chart in direct sunlight." Of course not. That was obvious. "Compare 
colours in an indirect northern light." Northern light? I glossed over this 
technicality and proceeded to the task at hand. 

I've always been a little skeptical of my Robin Hills. It seems Gartrell took 
a perverse pleasure in choosing tones and forms maddeningly similar to each 
other. Each beautiful in its own right, but the devil himself to tell apart. In 
particular, 'Gresham' and 'Sir Robert' have always troubled my sleep. 

I decided to approach my subject in an empirical manner. Galle's text 
would verify what the cards had to tell me. It should take no more than a 
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