
PRESIDENT'S LETTER 

An issue or so ago, I asked all members to respond to me con-
cerning their thoughts about the ASA. Didn't get many, as fore-
warned, but I tried! So much for "ignorance and apathy"! 

I did get one letter, not the most flattering to say the least, but 
from it, I got a few ideas on what we can do better in the future. The 
first thing, and I'll start right now, on our "twentieth anniversary" 
and that's to say.... "THANKS"! 

Thanks to all the men and women,who from day one,to the day 
any of you read this column..."Thanks" for serving the Azalea Soci-
ety of America! Whether it was at the national level as an officer, 
director, chairperson or on projects or what, "THANKS"! For those 
of you who contributed at the local level, as officers or on commit-
tees, providing or presenting programs, refreshments, donating plants 
for sale, working on flower shows, conventions, bringing in new 
members or just simply attending meetings and paying your 
dues..."THANKS".... To all of you who devoted your time and tal-
ents in other ways and in a lot of cases, your out-of-pocket money 
that was never reimbursed..."THANKS"....And let's not forget all 
the members who make their way to the national convention because 
hey, it ain't cheap. But then we have a cause, don't we? 

So...on behalf of the Azalea Society of America, I want to recog-
nize all of you who have, over the last twenty years, contributed to 
the success of this society and in most cases gone unnoticed,no awards, 
no plaque, no certificate,no pat on the back. No.., there's never been 
a list showing how you made your contribution; but, none the less, 
we wouldn't be here today had it not been for folks like you. Again, 
and I can't say it enough, to those who have passed on and to those 
still among us..."THANKS" 

I ask all members to stop a moment, reflect, think about these 
stalwart soldiers and the next time you see one of them, stop and 
say... "THANKS"! They deserve it! 

SEMPER Fl 

Food for thought: "Who will step forward to serve during the 
next twenty years?" 

Jim Thornton 

Azalea Society of America 
The Azalea Society of America, organized 

December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the 
District of Columbia, is an educational and 
scientific non-profit association devoted to the 
culture, propagation and appreciation of azaleas 
Subgenera Tstitsiisi and Pentanthera of the genus 
Rhododendron in the Heath family (Ericaceae). 

OFFICERS FOR 1997-1998 

James 0. Thornton 
William Bode 
William B. McIntosh 
Robert Stelloh 

Stephen S. Brainerd 

DIRECTORS 

Terms Expiring in 1999 Terms Expiring in 1998 
Gen. Bryght Godbold Robert Lee 
Donald Hyatt 
	

Dr. Charles Owen 
Col. Murray Sheffield Stephen Schroeder 
Chapter presidents serve as ex-officio directors. 

CHAPTERS 
Brookside Gardens (chartered August 1979) 

Diane Gregg, President 
Richmond, Virginia (chartered August 1979) 

Deanie McCluan, President 
Ben Morrison (chartered May 1980) 

Alan Jones, President 
Northern Virginia (chartered May 1980) 

Joe Klimavicz, President 
Louisiana (chartered June 1981) 

Bob Miravalle, President 
Tri-State (chartered October 1981) 

Greg Wedding, President 
Dallas Chapter (chartered May 1989) 

Roby Odom, President 
Oconee Chapter (chartered November 1991) 

Earl Hester, President 

Regular membership is open to all in-
terested parties for an annual contribu-
tion of $25.00; life membership for an indi-
vidual is $500.00. Members receive THE 
AZALEAN and are eligible for participation 
in all activities of the Society including those 
of the chapter with which the member affili-
ates. For information and a membership 
application, write to the Membership Com-
mittee, Azalea Society of America, P. 0. Box 
34536, West Bethesda, MD 20827-0536. 
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