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Conventional Wisdom (CW)—that buzz word of the mid-nineties. CW 
would cite Oklahomans as Sooners, oil-field roughnecks, Indians, cowboys, 
Okies, Pretty Boy Floyd, Bob Wills and the "Texas Playboys." CW would also 
bring to mind Oklahoma, "Where the corn is as high as an elephant's eye." 
great rolling grasslands, wheat fields, cows, oil wells, mountains that hide 
desperados...But azaleas—Naa! 

Child bride and I were heading north, visiting and ancestor hunting. One 
of my child bride's aunts moved to Oklahoma soon after it became a state and 
stayed to put down roots. These roots were put down in East Central Okla-
homa, but as often happens, relatives are lost track of—so you have to go 
looking for them. We had never traveled much in the Sooner State, so we 
called their Tourist Bureau for an information packet. In some of the city ads I 
found a wonderful photo reproduction of a "bank" of azaleas—could not be-
lieve it. CW says azaleas do best in Maritime climates—not the hill country of 
Eastern Oklahoma; but there it was. The Muscogee Azalea Festival was to be 
held April 5-20, 1997. I checked our roster of members and sure enough, there 
was a member of the Azalea Society of America listed as "Muscogee Parks and 
Recreation Department" and listed a street address. 

After we had finished the ancestor hunt in the midwest we headed for 
Oklahoma. I had been stationed southeast of Muscogee at Camp Gruber for a 
very short time in 1945, but knew very little about the city except it was friendly. 

We found that the address listed was in a municipal park called "Honor 
Heights." The last was obvious—it had its own mountain! But on the other 
side of the hill was a natural bowl with a stream running through it. 

It had rained the night before, and the grass and shrubs and trees in the 
bowl had almost as many shades of green as County Clare. As we drove 
through, we encountered a maintenance group, so we stopped to make inquiries. 
The foreman, who was obviously proud of his place of business (and his pride 
was justified), readily answered our questions and sent us to the Director's 
office. He was not available, but his staff supplied the factual information, i.e., 
brochures, maps, etc. As I've already explained about the "Heights" in "Honor 
Heights", the "Honor" indicates the dedication to the Veterans of WWI. 

The park is large—about 100 acres, 40+ is manicured. It displays 3,000 
azaleas, 625 varieties along paths, lanes, roadways, and the Kirscher Memorial 
Fountain. The lanes around the duck pond are dedicated as the "Lynd Azalea 
Walk." 

Since our visit occurred in early August, there were no blooms on the 
azaleas, but when the talk got to "off-season" blooms, the foreman did admit 
that 'Fashion' did get a little crazy and bloomed in October. 

The azalea planting was begun in 1950 and is a work in progress. The 
Azalea Festival has drawn 300,000 visitors many times since inception in 1967. 
It is highly rated by the tour bus companies. 

Well, so much for CW. I wonder how many other "unknowns" are on the 
other side of the hill? 
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HELP WANTED ! 

Your current editor will complete 
his tenth year as editor of THE 
AZALEAN with the December 1998 
issue! That's a long time for one 
person's ideas to dominate the editing 
of the journal of record for a national 
society that has been in existense for 
twenty years! For the benefit of the 
society (and in the interest of the long-
term sanity of the person who is currently 
the editor), it is time to get someone 
else deeply involved in the editing, 
layout, printing and mailing of THE 
AZALEAN. The editor has expressed 
these thoughts to the Board of Direc-
tors for the past two years, and the 
President of the Society has passed 
these thoughts along to the elected 
Board members, ex officio members 
(chapter presidents) and other attend-
ees at the National Conventions. 

No one has stepped forward 
to date, and it is time that these con-
cerns be passed on to the general mem-
bership. 

The editor requests that anyone 
interested in learning about the pro-
cess of editing and publishing THE 
AZALEAN, and becoming involved in 
that process, step forward and make 
known willingness to one of the offic-
ers or Directors. It is most desirable 
that when the time comes that the 
current editor steps aside, there is 
someone or someones who is familiar 
with the process and ready to effect 
an orderly transition. ❑ 
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