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President's Column 

James 0. Thornton 
Conyers, GA 

1 know you enjoyed the previous "nostalgic" issue of THE 

AZALEAN. Bob and Bee Hobbs, and those who contributed 
did a super job in putting the December 1997 issue together. 
They deserve a pat on the back! But wait! Another issue visiting 
the past is coming up when THE AZALEAN celebrates it's birth-
day. I'll say no more but it's already in the works. 

Speaking of anniversaries, I believe a couple of chapters will 

complete 20 years in 1999 and a couple more in 2000 and some 
in 2001. So how 'bout a few articles about your past? 

I assume you've heard that the American Rhododendron So-

ciety will remain just that with no name change. By the way, 

Bud Gehnrich, the ARS President, and I have opened a lot of 

dialog and I think you'll hear a lot about more activities involv-

ing the two organizations, i.e., a symposium on native azaleas 
and possibly a joint convention. In the mean time I'll keep you 

posted. Those of you who are joint members talk it up, and let's 

see where this leads. (FYI— the ARS now has an electronic 

newsletter, called, guess what "The Rhododendron and Azalea 
News" [R&A News], Surprised?) 

Finally it's convention time again! My, where does the time 
go? Anyway in the December issue of THE AZALEAN you'll 
find everything you need to know, and it looks to me like it's 

going to be another great convention, Patsy and I plan to be 

there, to visit old friends (not necessarily age-wise) meet new 

ones, visit some fine gardens and, of coarse, learn more about 
the azalea. So get that application in the mail today! 

P.S. Don't forget to vote! 

Azalea Society of America 
The Azalea Society of America, organized 

December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the 
District of Columbia, is an educational and 
scientific non-profit association devoted to the 
culture, propagation and appreciation of azaleas 
Subgenera Tstitsusi and Pentanthera of the genus 
Rhododendron in the Heath family (Ericaceae). 
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