
It may be useful to recall that the 
color specified in Monograph 20 for 
'Geisha' markings is similar in hue to 
that of 'Quakeress' but slightly darker 
and slightly grayed. 

'Festive' 
Marking Color 

strong to vivid purplish Red 
Blotch 
none 

Size (across) 
2 to 2-1/2 inches 
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Cultural Note 
SEED PROPAGATION 

Reprinted from the February 1998 Issue of the Oconee Chapter Newsletter. 

At the first meeting of the Oconee Chapter of the Azalea Society of America, 
October 20, 1991, a panel of four members of the Chapter and azalea authori-
ties Raymond Goza, James Harris, Allison Fuqua, and Joe Coleman discussed 
propagating azaleas from seeds. Their presentations and discussions were 
video taped. It was planned to show this tape at the December meeting, but 
time did not allow. The newsletter editor, however, viewed the video. Some 
comments by the speakers were not clear, so there may be a few misunder-
standings. Therefore, the panelists are welcome to present a rebuttal or state 
the ways they have modified subsequently their methods in a future newslet-
ter. Highlights of the discussion follow: 

RAYMOND GOZA: This (October) is the proper time of year to get seeds 
before they open and spill, although some may still be green. If so, let them 
dry. Propagation is done in a plastic shoe box, which has holes burned with a 
soldering iron in the box. The box is washed and disinfected with a one part 
Clorox® to ten parts water solution. Ground pine bark is put in the bottom 
with sphagnum moss on top. Previously he used milled sphagnum, but once 
it could not be found, so he used regular sphagnum moss and it worked fine. 
He now uses it although he would prefer the more costly milled sphagnum. 
The moss is moistened before adding seeds. He demonstrated by sprinkling 
the small seeds on top of the moss without covering with additional moss. (A 
small amount of seeds produces a large quantity of seedlings). Next, water 
containing Captan® [a fungicide,ed.] was sprayed over the moss; this forces 
the seeds down crevices in the moss and moistens them. A plastic lid is put 
over the box and after a while condensation forms under the lid. The box is 
labeled with name of hybrid, method of pollination, and date. The box is kept 
in a greenhouse in high shade or on a window sill out of direct sunlight at 
room temperature (e.g., 70-75 degrees F). If sunlight is unavoidable, a news-
paper is put over the box to shade it. The box is watered by putting it into a 
pan containing about Y2 inch of water every week or two, and the soil adsorbs 
water from the bottom. After a few weeks the seeds germinate. The seedlings 
are removed and potted when they are one to two inches tall. He fertilizes 
with one-half teaspoon Peter's liquid fertilizer per gallon of water (at one-fourth 
strength) when plants are approximately an inch tall. 

JAMES HARRIS: Seeds are picked and dried. It takes seeds from decidu-
ous azaleas two to three weeks and seeds from evergreen azaleas three to four 
days to dry. Crosses require three to four months to mature. He disinfects 
containers with a one to ten Clorox® solution (i.e., one part Clorox® to nine 
parts water). The containers have holes in the bottom. The seeds are put onto 
a planting mixture of three parts pine bark, two parts perlite, and one part 
Canadian peat. A box is two-thirds filled, firmed up, and watered well with a 
finger partially over the opening of a soft-drink bottle and left for 24 hours and 
then watered again. (He demonstrated crushing seedpods in his fingers to 
allow the small seeds to fall onto white paper, which was gently shaken over 
the medium.) One-half teaspoon Captan® is added to a pint of water, and the 
solution sprayed over the seeded moss to wet it down. A glass is put on top of 
the box, and the box is put under cool-white fluorescent tubes. Evergreen 
azaleas can be exposed to the light for 24 hours and deciduous azaleas for no 
longer than 18 hours. No fertilizer is used. Roots should grow to the bottom 
of containers. If they only grow halfway down, they are not getting enough 
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air...and you might as well use clay. 
Therefore, modify the composition of 
the medium. 

ALLISON FUQUA: All materials 
are screened through a three-eighth-
inch screen. Sphagnum moss is 
ground, either chopped in a small food 
chopper or ground in a nutmeg 
grinder. These are passed through a 
window screen. Any sort of plastic 
container can be used (e.g., clear plas-
tic containers from markets or butter 
containers from grocery stores). But-
ter containers, for example, are large 
enough for a package of 30-50 seeds 
from the ARS seed exchange. Holes 
are not punched into the containers. 
The containers are disinfected with a 
solution of one part Clorox® and nine 
parts water. The seeded boxes are kept 
under cool-white fluorescent tubes. 
Seeds are obtained from plants in his 
yard, the mountains, and seed ex-
changes. Seed from the exchange are 
usually received in March or April, and 
they are planted when they are re-
ceived. If they are to be held, keep 
them in a refrigerator or freezer; un-
der these conditions they can be held 
for months. Otherwise they deterio-
rate, and the yield will be diminished. 
The planting mix used is a mixture of 
six parts pine bark, one part peat, one 
part perlite, and one part commercial 
potting mix; it is not passed through a 
screen. Captan® is used. A fan may 
be necessary to get air circulation. 
Without circulation, plants have died 
in a week. A variety of instruments 
can be used to transfer seedlings from 
the containers to pots. 

JOE COLEMAN: Although the 
basic procedures had been covered by 
the time Joe was called upon, he high-
lighted his procedures and filled some 
gaps. The container can have a solid 
body with a clear top. Direct north 
light (some sunlight needed) is used 
for germination, which takes a couple 
weeks. He uses sphagnum moss that 
has natural inhibitors to fungi. Nev-
ertheless, he uses Captan® that is 
good, cheap and an old favorite. The 
seeds are initially contaminated with 
fungus, so sterility of containers is  

important. He uses one part Clorox® 
to ten parts water. The seeds will ger-
minate faster without air, but will stop 
growing at a certain height, and they 
can be kept for up to four months at 
any stage after germination in closed 
containers. After seedlings have 
sprouted (two sets of two leaves; one-
fourth to one-half inch high), he slides 
lids back a little each week to allow air 
to reach the seedlings to minimize 
shock. The seedlings are removed 
with tweezers and put in flats contain-
ing Nature's Helper. Nature's Helper is 
not sterile and contains a normal bac-
terial flora; this aids the seedlings to 
adjust to the "real world" and, 
thereby, minimizes shock. When the 
plants start to grow, he fertilizes them 
lightly with one-fourth strength liquid 
fertilizer every four weeks, and in late 
winter and early spring. Normal 
fertilization can wipe out an entire tray. 

DISCUSSION: A question was 
asked about the length of time from 
planting until the plants bloom. Most 
of the panel answered about two years, 
but the moderator commented that it 
could range from two to seven years. 
(Answers to other questions have 
been inserted into the section of the 
person giving the answers as part of 
the presentation.) 

OTHER INFORMATION: Seed 
propagating procedures have also been 
summarized from a 1987 panel discus-
sion by Allison Fuqua, Raymond Goza, 
Mary Beasley, and Joe Coleman in the 
November 1996 Oconee Chapter News-
letter. Procedures used by Charles 
Owen and Jeff Beasley are presented 
in the November 1995 issue. The video 
that was described is available for loan 
from Jim Thornton. 

Additional comments by Allison 
Fuqua that were made at the Decem-
ber 7 meeting follow: He prepares soil 
and uses containers as described 
above. The containers may or may not 
have holes in the bottom; if they have 
holes, put them on an aluminum dish 
so that water does not run out. The 
moss is watered with a solution con-
taining a teaspoon of Captan® per  

gallon of water; a small quantity of 
detergent aids water uptake. After 
watering, set the container on edge to 
allow excess water to drain out. Seeds 
are spread on top of the moss. The 
moss needs to stay damp, so when it 
drys out, water again. Put the con-
tainers on a window sill on the north 
side of house or use lights for 16-18 
hours. Plants come up in about a 
month. Use a knife to slit the tip of 
the cover, make the slit larger in two 
to three days, and enlarge again later, 
and then take cover off. Use a potting 
stick to dig out or dampen the moss 
and pull seedlings apart. Put the seed-
lings one inch apart into three-inch 
deep potting material. When they fill 
in, dig them out and put them in a 
two-inch pot. Progressively increase 
the pot size one-half to one diameter, 
and spread roots when transplanting. 

Frank Bryan, Newsletter Editor 

Back Issues Sale 

The special sale of complete sets of 
back issues of THE AZALEAN which 
was announced in the June issue is 
still being planned. Details will be in 
a future issue of THE AZALEAN. 

Decorative License Tag 
Available 

A special license tag is available for 
members of the Society. It may be 
ordered from Society President Jim 
Thornton at a cost of $5.00 postpaid. 
Chapter Presidents are encouraged to 
put together bulk orders for chapter 
members. Jim Thornton's address is: 
884 June Drive, Conyers, GA 30207. 
Telephone & Fax No. 770-483-1593. 
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