
INTRODUCING THE NEW EDITOR 

Barbara Stump from Texas is new editor for THE AZALEAN. 

s. Stump is a graduate student in horticulture at Stephen F. Austin 
State University in the east Texas town of Nacogdoches, Texas. Midway through 
her master's degree, she is currently a graduate research assistant working 
with SFA Mast Arboretum Director Dr. David L. Creech. Her thesis project is 
site planning, design, and construction of the newest addition to the arbore-
tum, the eight-acre SFA Azalea Garden. 

Of her selection as Editor of THE AZALEAN Barbara says, "This is a won-
derful opportunity for me. It combines all my main passions in one job: plants, 

New editor for THE AZALEAN Barbara Stump 
Photograph by Hardy Meredith, SFA Public Affairs 

people, writing and, publication. I'll 
do my best to continue the great work 
Dr. Hobbs has done to date and make 
THE AZALEAN a key reference for 
azalea lovers everywhere." 

Her horticulture experience in-
cludes six years of volunteering and 
two years of board membership with 
the support group associated with 
north Houston's Mercer Arboretum 
and Botanic Gardens. Previous un-
dergraduate work in botany and flori-
culture at Iowa State University in 
Ames, Iowa, and at Temple 
University's Ambler campus in Penn-
sylvania laid the groundwork for her 
life-long horticulture interest. While 
at Mercer she wrote some newsletter 
articles and co-chaired the annuals and 
perennials grower's section for the 
huge annual fund-raising sale, March 
Mart. 

Barbara learned the editorial trade 
in 11 years of working in Corvallis, Or-
egon, with a national civil engineer-
ing firm. This beautiful Northwest city 
also introduced her to the glories of 
rhododendrons and azaleas. Central 
to her future passion for azaleas was 
the outstanding deciduous azalea bor-
der planted in the central quadrangle 
of Oregon State University, where she 
also graduated with an interdiscipli-
nary master's degree in the fields of 
English, Speech Communications, and 
Psychology. 

She has also been an English 
teacher in secondary school, managed 
a fee-based information service within 
Rice University's Fondren Library, and 
worked for the Institute for Scientific 
Information in Philadelphia, market-
ing library reference tools. Her hob-
bies include restoring a 1890 Greek 
Revival style house in Nacogdoches 
and collecting salvias and antique 
roses. 

Barbara will assist Dr. Hobbs with 
the December and March issues, tak-
ing over full publication duties for the 
June 1999 issue. ❑ 
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