
Alexander, Matsuyo, and 'Yuka' (l-r) 

WHAT, ACTUALLY, ARE GUMPO AND 
SATSUKI AZALEAS? 
Polly Hill 
Hockessin, Delaware 

Hepburn's Japanese-English and English-Japanese Abridged Dictionary, Third Ed. 
Tokyo, 1907: 

Satsuki, n. The Fifth Month 
Satsuki, n. Red Azalea, blooming in the 5th Month (o.c.) 
Gumpo, n. A swarm of bees. 

A few more facts are needed to interpret these basics. In the current Japa-
nese calendar Satsuki refers to the month of June (o.c. means "old calendar"). 
In today's horticulture Satsuki and Gumpo are used indiscriminately in de-
scribing certain azaleas. [In Western horticulture, 'Gumpo' and the various 
color-patterns varients associated with it are generally considered to be a sub-
set of the Satsuki hybrid azaleas, ed.] 

Both words, Satsuki and Gumpo, refer specifically to Japanese azaleas,most 
probably hybrids, that are evergreen, low growing, late blooming. The impor-
tance of the color red appears to have receded. Bear in mind that one should 
not include, for instance, early blooming hybrids, deciduous azaleas or tall 
plants. As for the bees, need I explain their habits to gardeners? 

Now in the American market there are two azaleas called 'Gumpo White' 
and 'Gumpo Pink'. This has caused some confusion since they are definitely 
not red. I have heard that there is a lack of red Gumpos in our market. Fortu-
nately, this is not the case. 

I have named and registered five red Satsukis or Gumpos: 'Joseph Hill', 
'Jeff Hill', 'Alexander', 'Red Fountain', and 'Wintergreen'. These five were 
raised by me from seed sent to me by Dr. Tsuneshige Rokujo of Tokyo, a con-
noisseur and breeder of Rhododendron. He shared these seeds with me in 1961 
and 1963. To produce the seed Dr. Rokujo made the crosses R. nakaharae x 
`Kin-no-sai', 'Maruba-osakazuki' x unknown male, nakaharae x 'W. Leith', and 
'W. Leith' x nakaharae. 

Although the species R. nakaharae is endemic to Taiwan, remember that 
Japan did own Taiwan at one time. The species nakaharae is evergreen, low-
growing, and late blooming with red flowers. Dr. Rokujo had R. nakaharae 
blooming in his garden. He named the selection he made 'Mariko' for 
his daughter. There are also many Chinese species and hybrids at home 
in Japanese gardens that are now considered to be Satsukis. 'W. Leith' is 
a red English rhododendron once in Hillier's catalogue that Dr. Rokujo 
greatly admired. 

In 1957 Dr. Rokujo sent me five small bare-rooted cuttings from aza-
leas growing in a friend's very fine Gumpo garden. He referred to them 
as "new dwarf gumpo seedlings." Their colors were white, multi-red-
white, and one double pink. Some of these selections had large flowers 
4 - 4-1/2-inches across. They are barely hardy in Zone 6, with the excep-
tion of 'Yuka', which seems more hardy and more compact than the 
others. I grew them to maturity and eventually gave them names of 
Japanese friends since the plants had Japanese roots. Their names are 
'Midori', 'Matsuyo', 'Yaye', 'Yuka' and 'Eiko San' (a synonym of 

`Balsaminiflorum'), a very handsome 
double pink. 

To my eye, the finest red azalea I 
have introduced is R. nakaharae 'Mount 
Seven Star'. In 1969 I received wild 
seed collected by a friend from a moun-
tain in Taiwan called "Mount Seven 
Star", It was grown to maturity in my 
garden now called the "Polly Hill Ar-
boretum," formerly Barnard's Inn 
Farm. In 1975 Jeanne Holgate helped 
me to name the color accurately. A 
renowned English flower painter, she 
dipped her wet brush into her paint 
box and soon found the exact match 
she was looking for. "Pure cadmium 
red," she said. I purloined the swatch 
she had made and glued it to the file 
card on 'Mount Seven Star'. 

Back again to a dictionary, Webster's 
Third New International Dictionary un-
abridged, 1961: Cadmium red, n. (1): 
a pigment consisting of a mixture of 
cadmium sulfide, cadmium selenide, 
and often barium sulfate and varying 
in hue from light red to maroon. (2): 
FRENCH VERMILION [French vermilion is 
a vivid reddish orange, similar to 
cherry red and tomato red, according 
to the National Bureau of Standards 
Dictionary of Color Names, ed.] 

That's all I can do with words, ac-
curately. I only wish I had the lovely 
flowers of 'Mount Seven Star' in front 
of me, right now, to show you how fine 
an American Satsuki, or Gumpo, can 
be. 	1:1 

Polly (Mrs. Julian) Hill is well 
known among azalea lovers for her intro-
duction of the North Tisbury Hybrids and 
her selections of native azaleas. 
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