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Robert Stelloh — Henderson, North Carolina 

[Editor's note: In February 1999, Bob Stelloh started an e-mail forum (sometimes called an e-mail list, or list) for the discussion of azaleas on 
behalf of the Azalea Society of America. The ASA Board of Directors also recently authorized the development of an Azalea Society website, 
with the domain name "azaleas.org". This is Bob Stelloh's account of the advantages of the e-mail list and how it will evolve into the website. 
The target date for website launch is around summer 1999. There will be regular features about the website in future AZALEAN issues, but 
not in such detail.] 

Using e-mail combines the best fea-
tures of making a telephone call and 
writing a letter: 
■ writing an e-mail is quicker and 

less formal than writing a letter, 
more like making a telephone call; 

■ it provides a permanent record; and 
■ the person or persons you're con-

tacting don't need to be available 
when you are. 

An email list devoted to one sub-
ject, such as azaleas, gives the added 
advantage of instantly sending your 
e-mail to many other people inter-
ested in that subject. And it's free -
once you've bought a computer and 
modem and telephone connection, 
anyway. 

To subscribe, send an otherwise 
empty e-mail to azaleas subscribe@ 
azaleas.org, which will respond with 
a confirming e-mail. Reply to that e-
mail, and you are subscribed. From 
then on, any e-mail someone else 
sends to azaleas subscribe@azaleas. 
org  will also come to you, and any e-
mail you send to azaleas @azaleas.org  
goes to everyone else on the list. 

Here are two example "threads" 
(collections of e-mails on the same 
subject) showing what you will find 
on the list: 

Thread 1:  Just an interesting tidbit. 
It shows how easy it is to make a 
mistake, and how easy it is to fix. 

Thread 2:  On non-blooming azaleas, 
shows the interaction between the 
original writer and the others, as 
well as showing some good infor-
mation on the topic. This is typical 
of a good email thread, much like 

a telephone conference call. 

Thread 1;  Subject — Japanese Aza-
lea Pictures 

From: BStelloh@aol.com  
Date: Fri, 26 Mar 1999 16:35:54 EST 

Hi All, 
I found another search engine 
<http:/ /google.com> and searched 
for azaleas (what else). Among oth-
ers, I found a Japanese website with 
good pictures of species azaleas and 
Kurumes. Other than being large 
(many over 100KB) and therefore 
somewhat slow to load, the pictures 
I looked at were quite nice. To see 
them all, I think you better pack a 
lunch. 

Regards, 
Bob Stelloh North Carolina Z7 

From: BStelloh@aol.com  
Date: Fri, 26 Mar 1999 16:39:57 EST 

Sorry, saw that I had not included the 
website address for these pictures, 
just as I clicked 'Send'. The address 
is 	http:/ /133.71.113.239 	Dr. 
Yamaguchi/virtualazalea.htm. 

Regards, 
Bob Stelloh North Carolina Z7 

From: "Raymond R. Rhoads 
rhodoray@brinet.com  

Date: Fri, 26 Mar 1999 17:16:03 -0500 

Went, viewed some. You're right! -
Slow downloading to view pictures. 
Really, really liked the Rosebud form 
azalea shown there. Anyone know 
the name of that plant/availabilty in 
the States? Or is it just one of his 
"pride and joys"? 
Karen Rhoads— 
Zone 6b / 7a (WNC) 

Thread 2:  Subject — Just Don't 
Bloom! 

From: Bob McWhorter 
mcwho@erols.com  

Date: Thu, 25 Feb 1999 19:35:04 -0800 

Hi All: 
I am new to the list and look forward 
to a good exchange of ideas on one 
of my most favorite things, azaleas. 
I have many. A few years ago I 
bought seven azaleas at a local nurs-
ery; none were in bloom. I planted 
all together along our driveway in 
front of other azaleas. What a disap-
pointment! One or two got one or 
two blooms but the others did not. 
They grew, looked great but have 
never bloomed. The others around 
them bloom profusely and are very 
healthy. I have a watering system so 
that is not a problem. They get as 
much light as the others so that does 
not seem to figure into it. The re-
ceived the same food in the same 
quantity as all the others. I use mulch. 
I have cut them back, cut the roots 
back, and while they grow I just 
don't get any blooms. I am not an 
expert but the leaves look like other 
azaleas. Before I put these plants in 
my shredder are there any sugges-
tions? If so, send them to Bob at 
mcwho@erols.com  or reply here. 
Thanks! 

From: elmtree@mindspring.com  
Date: Thu, 25 Feb 1999 22:23:26 -0500 

Hi, Bob - 
You said that your plants have a wa-
tering system, but do you make sure 
that they get the proper amount of 
water in August and September when 
they are setting their buds? Also - not 
to be assuming anything about your 
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level of expertise, but when do you 
trim them? 

Elizabeth 
GA zone 7a/b 

From: Frank Pelurie 
franklin.pelurie@worldnet.att.net  

Date: Thu, 25 Feb 1999 22:48:44 -0500 

Bob: 
What species and/or hybrid are these 
azaleas? Where do you live, zone, 
topography, exposure,etc.? Do the 
plants set bud and just do not flower? 
The plants that bloom, when do they 
bloom? Other than the bloom prob-
lem, do the plants appear to be 
healthy? 

Frank 

From: "Stecki, Theodore S" 
theodore.s.stecki@lmco.com  

Date: Fri, 26 Feb 1999 08:04:48 -0500 

Exellent response. Most gardeners 
don't know when to trim or groom 
the plant. They generally do it in the 
fall. This is one of the big discussion 
items at the Phila flower show where 
the Greater Phila Chapter of the ARS 
has set up an exhibit for the last 35 
years. 
Ted 

From: BStelloh@aol.com  
Date: Fri, 26 Feb 1999 13:37:15 EST 

Hi, Bob. 
Several thoughts: 
When you say you cut the roots, was 
that with regard to opening the pos-
sibly rootbound root ball up when 
you first planted them? I have not 
heard of trimming the roots as a re-
medial measure, except for bonsai. 
Do others do this? 

Have you ever seen buds on them? 
It is conceivable that the plants sur-
vive your winter but the buds don't. 
In that case, you should be able to 
see some brown shriveled flower 
buds on them in the spring, and they 
won't bloom for you unless you have 
an unusually mild winter. 

Regards, 
Bob Stelloh 
Hendersonville, North Carolina Z7 

From: Bob McWhorter 
mcwho@erols.com  

Date: Sun, 28 Feb 1999 16:51:32 -0800 

Hi All: 
I want to thank everyone for taking 
time to offer suggestions to this per-
plexing problem. Some asked for ad-
ditional information so here are a few 
more details which my wife is pro-
viding: The plants are Tradition. 
They actually number 15. They were 
properly planted and the soil pH was 
the same as the other bushes that were 
blooming around them. We have 
seen only a few buds which did 
bloom; otherwise the plants never 
set buds. They are about three feet 
high and as wide. Leaves have good 
uniform color. They appear healthy. 
They get no more or less water than 
other plants which do bloom. We 
are in the Baltimore, Md. area and 
have other Traditions that bloom ev-
ery year. The plants have been 
trimmed back in May when others 
near them had finished blooming. 
The roots were cut on two sides to 
shock the plants. This was done 
about the end of May when the plants 
were trimmed. This was recom-
mended by a local nursery. My wife 
wonders if the plants might have 
come from cuttings which were taken 
from the wrong place on the parent 
azalea. We have about 400 azaleas 
and all do very well except for these. 
I think it is time to warm up the 
mulcher! However, I don't like the 
idea of obliterating any azalea and 
will give them another season if 
someone has a possible solution. 
Thanks again! 
Bob. 

From: elmtree@mindspring.com  
Date: Mon, 1 Mar 1999 08:24:54 -0500 

Bob, 
Have you checked with your local 

county extension office? They have 
access to all the resources and experts 
of your state university. And - It's 
free!! 

Elizabeth 

From: Frank Pelurie 
franklin.pelurie@worldnet.att.net  

Date: Tue, 02 Mar 1999 18:28:58 -0500 

Bob: 
This past Saturday I discussed the 
problem of your non-blooming 'Tra-
dition' azaleas with Sandra 
McDonald. Her reply indicates that 
your wife may be close to correct. 
Here is Sandra's reply; ". . . in the 
distant past we had some plants of a 
blind strain of 'Hinode Giri' at the 
nursery (Le-Mac). We made a big ef-
fort to get rid of them and not propa-
gate them. They grew more lush and 
better than the normal blooming 
strain of Hinode Giri. There were 
never any blooms at all on these 
plants, not even a stray bloom. 
Walter (Przypek) had a different 
non-bud-setting azalea, but I don't 
recall what it was. I think it was a 
seedling. We never did find the cause 
of the problem of the blind plants. 
(That would take some research 
money.) I would think it possible that 
a blind strain of another cultivar such 
as 'Tradition' could pop up." 

"We have found that excessive dry-
ness can inhibit blooms on azaleas too 
(when they almost die of drought). 
They usually have a few flower buds 
form though and are not completely 
blind." I assume 'blind' as used in the 
above means non-bud setting. 
Frank 

From: Bob McWhorter 
mcwho@erols.com  

Date: Tue, 02 Mar 1999 19:49:18 -0800 

Frank: 
Thanks for taking the time to look 
for a possible answer. We think it is 
the most probable. These plants had 

continued on page 32 
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Society News 
ASA Certificate of Recognition Given to Barbara Bullock 

(At the Friday night banquet of the National Convention in Mobile, the Society presented Barbara Bullock with a special Certificate 
of Recognition for her long and devoted service to the Azalea Collection at the U.S. National Arboretum. This is her thank you 
letter to the Society, written that very night, ed.] 

Letter from Barbara Bullock 
April 2, 1999 

Dear Mr. Thornton, Dr. Hobbs, Mr. 
Stelloh, Ms. Stump, members of the 
Azalea Society of America and Na-
tional Arboretum volunteers who've 
worked on the Azalea Collection with 
me: 

Thank you very much for this Cer-
tificate of Recognition. I was so over-
come with gratitude tonight that I 
couldn't think of the right words to 
say . . . but I can now, later on, in my 
hotel room. 

I couldn't have done the work in  

the Azalea Collection without the in-
spiration from the many members of 
the ASA that I have known over the 
years, providing for me the impetus, 
and the drive to make the U.S. Na-
tional Arboretum's Azalea Collection 
a world-class collection worthy of 
visitors such as yourselves. Through 
my association with you, I have 
gained an appreciation and a pride 
in the Glenn Dale azaleas and have 
collected them in order to establish a 
National Reference Collection of 
these and many other cultivar groups 
I have come to regard as important. 

I have met so many wonderful 
people through the Society who have  

provided plants, cuttings and moral 
support. 

I want to add special thanks to Bill 
Johnson and the Brookside Gardens 
Chapter of the ASA, my special 
friend the late Dick West, Bill Miller, 
Don Voss, George Ring, George and 
Sue Switzer, Jean Cox, Ted Munter, 
Frank Daspit, Don Hyatt, Gordon 
Hagan, Nancy Swell, Ten Oaks Nurs-
ery, Emile Deckert, Bob Barry, Polly 
Hill, Wayne Mezitt, Bee and Bob 
Hobbs, Bob Stelloh, Jim Thornton, 
Jim Berry, Buddy Lee, Dr. John 
Creech, Frank Sobieski, Jim Plyer, 
Mary Rutley, Dottie Murphee, Jane 
Newman, Jim and Lee Blue, David 
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excellent care and drought was not a 
problem. This may be an inherent 
risk in buying small plants at a nurs-
ery without blossoms. Thanks again! 
Bob 

From: "William C. Miller III" 
bill@theazaleaworks.com  

Date: Wed, 03 Mar 1999 21:15:31-0500 

Bob, 
Wasn't there a comment about root 
pruning earlier in the conversation? 
I think I remember you saying that 
you were advised to do it by the nurs-
eryman. I cannot imagine root prun-
ing having a positive effect on plant 
physiology. It seems to me that re-
ducing the capacity of the root sys-
tem to convey water up the plant 
might simulate drought conditions. 

I'm glad to hear about the informa-
tion from Sandra McDonald. Plant 

behavior interests me. 

Bill Miller 
Bethesda, Maryland 

From: John Hammond 
HammondsRhodies@compuserve.com  
Date: Fri, 19 Mar 1999 14:41:41 -0500 

Hi There Bob: 
I have a comment re your Azaleas 
that don't bloom . I find that many 
Azalea & Rhododendron enthusiasts 
are much too kind to their plants . . . 
they grow healthy and look great but 
a percentage tend not to flower . . . 
this is particularly relevant to some 
Species as well as Hybrids. I have 
come across a number of cases of this 
sort over the years where the plant 
continues to grow foliage like crazy 
and shows no sign of creating flower 
buds. 

I would suggest you provide some 

'shock' treatment before cutting 
them down . . . plant a couple in an 
area of poor soil which has a high 
level of sun but which will not 'burn' 
the foliage . . . do not feed them . . . 
do not water them other than to keep 
them alive . . . and if that does not 
result in flowers then it is time to say 
goodbye. Good luck. 

John M. Hammond 

From: Bob McWhorter 
mcwho@erols.com  

Date: Sat, 20 Mar 1999 07:59:11-0800 

John: 
Thanks for the suggestion. I have 
moved these bushes into several dif-
ferent locations and will be doing just 
what you suggested. Hope this 
spring is everything you wish it to 
be! 

Bob 
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