
Letter from the Editor 
Barbara Stump — Nacogdoches, Texas 

It is my great pleasure to take over 
as Editor of THE AZALEAN with 
this June issue. Thanks to all of you 
who have welcomed me in the past 
few months by phone, email, and in 
person at the National Convention in 
Mobile. The convention was a real 
success. What a wonderful way to 
get to know what the Society does 
and how generous all you members 
are. The September issue of THE 
AZALEAN will carry the full report 
of the convention, for those of you 
who missed it. 

Now is also the time to give a sin-
cere thank you to Dr. Bob Hobbs and 
his wife, Bee. They have been so very 
helpful in our transition period, shar-
ing insights on computer layout, the 
Society, and content of the journal. 
Their 10-year period of dedication 
and thoughtfulness on behalf of the 
Society presents me with a very high 
standard to follow. While you may 
still need to bear with me while I get 
my first issues out on time and with 
sufficient "content", these two people 
have done everything in their power 
to help me "hit the ground running." 

As I become more wise in the ways 
of printing and photograph print 
resolution, we will have more color 
in the journal. In the near future I 
hope to produce an index of the aza-
lea illustrations and photographs that 
have appeared in the past 20 years. 
This is a great resource, but this is 
my call for you to help me by send-
ing in your great photographs for 
future issues. 

This is an exciting time for azalea 
lovers. Growers are propagating a 
wider range of cultivars than ever 
before. Breeders are extending the 
bloom period and color range by  

adding genetic material from the na-
tive azaleas. New display and evalu-
ation gardens and residential "aza-
lea trails" are adding inspiration for 
both novice and seasoned enthusiast. 
There is a resurgence of interest in 
botanic gardens and arboreta in both 
academic and public settings. As each 
of these factors promotes interest in 
azaleas nationally, I can report their 
progress in THE AZALEAN. 

I will need your articles and news-
letters to present the widest possible 
information base about azaleas. A 
number of you told Bob Stelloh you 
would help by writing about your 
own gardens and your views on aza-
leas. Others of you are hybridizing 
your own plants. All these articles 
need to be written and shared. THE 
AZALEAN will be a strong vehicle 
for promoting the use of azaleas and 
reporting research on them, by and 
for Society members, but only if you 
can contribute the wealth of experi-
ence you have. 

We have new ways to communi-
cate, through the Society's new 
website and through our own email 
systems. But the U.S. mail works just 
as well. You can contact me about 
article ideas or simply send contri-
butions to: 

Barbara Stump 
Editor, THE AZALEAN 

536 E. Pilar Street 
Nacogdoches, Texas 75961-5113 

409-569-2929 
Fax: 409-462-1078 

email: bstump@inu.net  

Next Issue: 

• Convention Reports from 
Mobile 

• Deciduous Azaleas and 
Hybrids 

Deadlines for 
Article 

Submissions 

September Issue: 
July 15 

December Issue: 
September 15 

March Issue: 
December 15 

Wanted: Descriptive articles 
of new public gardens or spe-
cial azalea collections being cre-
ated in your areas. Descrip-
tions and photographs of Soci-
ety member gardens are espe-
cially welcome. Photographs or 
slides can be used for illustra-
tions. Contact the editor with 
ideas by phone, fax, e-mail, or 
subscribe to the new Azalea 
mail list site azaleas@ 
azaleas.org  and leave a mes-
sage. (See Bob Stelloh's article, 
page 28 for more on the latter 
option.) 
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