
AZALEA SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

Crilifiratt of&cognition 
Barbara Bullock 

In recognition of the fact that the Azalea Collection at the United States National Arboretum represents an important legacy of BenjamanY 
Morrision, an internationally recognized azalea hybridizer and first director of the U S National Arborenon, and 

In recognition that the Azalea Collection has been vastly renovated and improved over the past eight years under the 
direction of Society member and Curator of Azaleas and Rhododendrons, Ms. Barbara Bullock, and 

In recognition of the fact that members of the Azalea Society of America, in direct cooperaonwah U. S National Arboretum ace,  have 
participated in the activates involved in the renewal and expansion of the Azalea Collection, 

We, the Board of Directors of the AZALEA SOCIETY OF AMERICA hereby recognize the efforts of Ms Barbara Bullock in the activity and 
urge that the U. S National Arboretum continue in the program of renewing and improving the Azalea Collection 

A/ James 0:Thornton 
lames 0. Manton. Preadent 
Azalea Seeley ofArnenoa 

The Azalea Society of America 
P 0. Box 34536 

West Bethesda, AfarYland 

Presented atthe Azalea toelety of Arnenea 
Convene co and Annual Meeeng 

MoSa le, Alabama, March 31 • Apnl 1.1999 

Lay, George McLellan, Bob and Jay 
Murray, Ed Reiley, Bob Stewart, Mike 
Welsh, Mike White, and Malcolm 
Clark. Finally, though they have 
passed away, my thanks to the late 
Gene Eisenbeiss, Ted Dudley, Fred 
Galle, and Andy Adams. 

Sincerely, 
Barbara L. Bullock 
Washington, DC 
Curator, U.S. National Arboretum 
Azalea Garden Collection 

Report of the Membership and Public Information Committee 1999 
William C. Miller Ill — Bethesda, Maryland 

Activity Report 

For the period April 1, 1998 to 
March 31, 1999, I submit the follow-
ing report. Sixty-two items of corre-
spondence, excluding email, were 
received from 21 states, one Canadian 
province (Nova Scotia), and three 
non-North American countries 
(Egypt, Belgium, and Germany). The 
most mail came from Maryland with 
seven, followed by Georgia and Loui-
siana with five each. November of 
1998 and March of 1999 were the 
busiest months with twelve and eight 
items of correspondence, respectively. 
On the e-mail front, a growing means 
of communication, much email was 
received, but it was not always dis-
tinguishable from e-mail intended for 
The Azalea Works, so it will not be 
tracked. 

Since the inception of my personal 
web page at www.theazaleaworks. 
com  and the establishment of its "un-
official" ASA information and ASA 
membership application form, eigh-
teen people have joined the ASA who 
otherwise might not have. Of those 
eighteen, five have joined since Janu-
ary 1, 1999, the start of the 1999 mem-
bership year. I expect the rate of new  

members resulting from the various 
electronic sources of information to 
increase gradually. With the recent 
approval of the ASA's Board of Di-
rectors for the establishment of an 
official ASA website, the ASA's 
Internet presence will consist of my 
website, the Louisiana chapter's 
website, and the new official ASA 
website that is being created by Bob 
Stelloh and his committee. I predict 
that the increase in visibility will be 
a very positive development. 

Mass Mailings 

A mass mailing of membership bro-
chures for 1999 went out in February 
and a number of new members have 
resulted. Many thanks to Bob and 
Bee Hobbs of THE AZALEAN. I 
have asked them to maintain their 
North Beach mailing permit so that 
we can continue to use it in the fu-
ture. 

A special plea to all you folks who 
operate nurseries and belong to state 
or regional associations (e.g., South-
ern Nurserymen's Association), 
please send me copies of your mem-
bership listings. I would like to tar- 

get our mass mailings to such groups. 
I am convinced that there are a lot of 
azalea growers and sellers out there 
that would join, support, and benefit 
from the ASA if they knew about it. 
Also, a special thanks to those of you 
who sent me your catalogs and in-
ventory lists as I requested. When I 
receive email questions asking where 
certain cultivars can be obtained, 
that's where I look first. 

New Member Applications 

As previously reported, all new 
membership applications should be 
directed to the official ASA mail box 
at the West Bethesda address. Send-
ing them anywhere else significantly 
slows down the process to the detri-
ment of the new member. This is im-
portant because a "new member wel-
come packet" is sent to all new mem-
bers, and during certain times, the in-
formation is extremely time sensi-
tive. The address for all new mem-
berships is: 

Membership Committee 
The Azalea Society of America 

P.O. Box 34536 
West Bethesda, MD 20827-0536 
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Renewals and Dues Payments 

Renewals are a separate issue. Dues 
notices for the next year go out in 
October or November and are 
treated differently. Renewals should 
be returned to the ASA Treasurer, 
preferably using the supplied enve-
lope. In even the best of situations, 
however, some mail goes astray and 
dues notices occasionally are lost. If 
January rolls around and you don't 
remember receiving a dues notice, 
you can send your check ($25) di-
rectly to the ASA Treasurer at the fol-
lowing address: 

Mr. Bob Stelloh 
Treasurer, ASA 

585 Ransier Drive 
Hendersonville, NC 28739-7820 

Bear in mind, besides writing ar-
ticles for publication in THE AZA-
LEAN, your next best contribution 
to the ASA is to keep your member-
ship information (address) current 
and to pay your annual dues 
promptly . . . that is, by January Pt or 
earlier. Having to send out second 
dues notices in January or February 
is expensive and a real drag on the 
volunteers involved. 

E-mail a Good Way to 
Communicate 

E-mail is becoming an increasingly 
popular facet of everyday life and a 
real opportunity. Bob Stelloh is look-
ing into the possibility of sending re-
newal notices by e-mail to those who 
have provided the ASA with a valid 
e-mail address. The savings could be 
considerable and this is yet another 
way that the ASA could benefit from 
the current electronic communica-
tions revolution. 

I would like to see e-mail play a big-
ger role in communications between  

the national organization and the 
chapters. I foresee a time when Art 
Vance or Bob Stelloh would be able 
to communicate new member reports 
directly to the chapters by e-mail. 
Similarly, mailings that Bob Stelloh 
does in conjunction with reporting re-
newals to the chapters could be done 
by e-mail if lines of communication 
were established. Art Vance, Bob 
Stelloh, and I really appreciate the 
speed and convenience of e-mail be-
cause Art is in eastern North Caro-
lina, Bob is in western North Caro-
lina, and I am in Maryland. 

While we are on the subject of elec-
tronic resources, the membership 
should be aware that Bob Stelloh has 
established a listsery for the azalea 
community (azaleas@azalea.org). For 
those who are unfamiliar with such 
mechanisms, a listsery can be thought 
of as an e-mail "party line." Messages 
sent to the listsery (said to be 
"posted") are forwarded to everyone 
registered on the listserv. For ex-
ample, if I submit a message to the 
listsery in which I ask "What is the 
best red azalea?," the message is sent 
to all registered participants. Anyone 
on the listsery can reply and each re-
ply is automatically sent to everyone 
registered on the listserv. It's actu-
ally a kind of "neat" facility for the 
rapid dissemination of information. 

Membership Brochure 
Dissemination 

In the last dues notice, Bob Stelloh 
included a survey. Two of the ques-
tions involved displaying or distrib-
uting ASA membership brochures. 
The response was actually more fa-
vorable than the number of brochures 
that I have available for that purpose. 
Recognizing the special nature of this 
opportunity, I will distribute the lim-
ited number of brochures that I have 
as equitably as possible to this group  

of "ASA Friends" with the expecta-
tion of producing more brochures at 
the end of the year for distribution 
in early 2000. Since there is no way 
to estimate how many brochures ev-
eryone can use beneficially, we will 
learn from this first distribution and 
adjust accordingly based on feed-
back. My thanks to the "ASA 
Friends" who have recognized that, 
in the final analysis, we are all ASA 
ambassadors-at-large. 

Keep Chapter Information 
Flowing 

To the chapters . . . please make a 
special effort to keep Art Vance and 
Bob Stelloh informed of any changes 
in chapter leadership. According to 
the bylaws, the chapters are sup-
posed to inform the ASA secretary 
of any changes in chapter leadership. 
With the realignment of the duties 
of the national secretary, it becomes 
even more important for the chap-
ters to communicate with the appro-
priate officers, the national commit-
tee chairmen, and the editor of THE 
AZALEAN. It is not an inconse-
quential matter. 

Finally, if the chapters would add 
the official ASA address to their 
chapter mailing lists and forward a 
copy of their chapter news to the 
membership committee, I could in-
clude a copy in the welcome packet 
of each new member who has cho-
sen to affiliate with the respective 
local chapter. The inclusion of the 
latest information from the chapter 
would help the new member become 
part of the chapter. It would also be 
a good idea to regularly send Bar-
bara Stump, our new editor, the 
same information. 
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