
Buddy Lee of the Louisiana 
Chapter welcomes members to 
the Mobile Convention. 

Maarten van der Giessen in his 
evaluation blocks with Art and Diane 
Vance and Margie Jenkins. 

[Our thanks to William C. Miller Ill who took all 
the convention photographs in digital format.] 

Jerry Ladner (left), who handled 
convention registration, talks to 
Buddy Lee and Tom Dodd III 
(right) during Dodd & Dodd Nurs-
ery tour. 

A sample from 
the Bellingrath 
stock blocks, all 
unknown but 
beautiful 
deciduous 
azalea. 

1999 Convention Overview 
Barbara Stump — Nacogdoches, Texas 

This view of the 1999 ASA Annual 
Convention in Mobile March 31-April 2, 
1999, is that of a first-timer, and will sim-
ply highlight aspects I personally appre-
ciated highly. The presenters'own ar-
ticles follow this overview, and Secretary 
Ruth Bryan's minutes from the Annual 
Business Meeting follow in the Society 
News Section of this issue. 

This convention was organized very 
well indeed by the Louisiana Chapter un-
der the firm guidance of Maarten van der 
Giessen and Billy Lucas. As President 
Bode says, Mobile was chosen for the 
wealth of gardens and nurserymen in the 
area. It caused extra work for the Louisi-
ana host chapter to host this long-dis-
tance, but they came through with flying 
colors. It is no easy matter to keep over 
100 garden fanatics of any kind happy, 
entertained, and mix in new informa-
tion all in three days, one of them rainy. 
But Maarten and Billy did this in spades. 
We all thank them and their team for the 
handsome job well done. 

As noted by at-large ASA member (and 
New York Chapter ARS member) 
Marianne Feller's letter to me about the 
convention, fine food and the plant  

auction were definitely high points. Also 
worth noting, is that about two-thirds of 
the attendees at the Mobile meeting were 
ARS members. Mrs. Feller was amazed 
at the local growing requirements for aza-
leas; the aim is to withstand 100 degrees 
with 98 percent humidity in July and Au-
gust, and bloom more than twice a year! 
In my view, it was fascinating to see an 
ecosystem of American azalea enthusi-
asts represented: there were long-term 
charter members, serious collectors, new 
homeowners looking for help with new 
landscape options, amateur and profes-
sional hybridizers, and "drag-along" 
spouses (their term, not mine!), all mix-
ing with area professional azalea 
growers. 

The Radisson Admiral Semmes Hotel 
in downtown Mobile is a national his-
toric landmark and within walking dis-
tance of many unique restaurants, cafes, 
and even a copy center. The rooms have 
been refurbished and our meeting rooms 
were very nice indeed. 

As a "new kid on the block" at the con-
vention I had no idea what to expect, but 
my horticulture and trade show experi-
ences made me feel right at home when I  

saw the plants for sale, the golf shirts and 
caps for sale, and the many welcoming 
faces. All by itself, the chance to actually 
see, and even better buy for yourself, 
specimens from leading-edge breeders 
and nurserymen was worth the very rea-
sonable price of admission. Just to men-
tion a few contributors to the plant sale 
and the auction: from Margie Jenkins' 
nursery, purple R. 'Koromo Shikibu' and 
the white variety; from Dodd & Dodd 
Nursery, the new R. 'Admiral Semmes' 
and others from their "Confederate Se-
ries "now being grown on for spring 2000 
sales; and from Van der Giessen Nurs-
ery, mind-searing scarlet R. 'Red Pepper' 
and lovely yellow Aromi Hybrid, R. 
'Canary Isles'; and, of course, Jim Berry 
brought Flowerwood's "Encore Series." 

Wednesday's opening remarks by 
Buddy Lee from the Louisiana Chapter 
and Billy Lucas from Mobile provided 
the framework for the tours and presen-
tations. The organizers had set up tours 
at the truly major growers and gardens 
in the area. The scope of their work is 
phenomenal: Flowerwood Nursery has 
branches in three states, with growing 
fields totaling 11,000 acres. Bobby 
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Jim Berry in the 
propagation houses at 
PDSI discusses the cri-
teria for selecting new 
cultivars. 

In Dr. and Mrs. Smith's gardens: June Ladner, who helped with 
convention registration, walks with Dr. Larry Brown of 
Hammond, Louisiana, developer of the repeat-blooming, 
evergreen azalea 'Southern Summer Rose.' 

Behind the scenes at Bellingrath Gardens: Billy Lucas 
showed us through their stock blocks. 

Green's Nursery is a second generation 
nursery with a premier camellia collec-
tion 60 years old. Dodd & Dodd Nursery 
specializes in both native azaleas and 
native plants. Blackwell's Florist Nurs-
ery covers 75 acres. Van der Giessen 
Nursery does wholesale propagation of 
85 varieties of azaleas in containers to 
the tune of two million per year. 

Wednesday night's overview by Billy 
Lucas of what our itinerary was to be was 
a great treat, since it let us know that we 
would be seeing new cultivars "up close 
and personal," in their nursery grow-
ing blocks. The big lesson of such visits 
is often how harsh are the realities of 
what commercial nurseries have to do to 
produce and market such beauty. Keep-
ing thousands of plants alive, healthy, 
and blooming requires great investments 
and ingenuity. This was a consistent 
theme through the nursery tours, and in 
the opening talk by Tom Dodd III and the 
closing presentation by Jim Berry. 

Billy reminded us that Mobile was 
known as "The Azalea City," especially 
in the 1940s and 1950s, when residents 
and tourists drove bumper-to-bumper 
enjoying full-grown, huge Formosas. 
The current resurgence of interest in aza-
leas is obviously welcome locally. 

Because the Mobile area climate favors  

native deciduous azalea growth, many 
of the nurseries we toured have devel-
oped, or are developing, new cultivars 
from the natives. The talk by Dr. Aromi 
discussed his efforts in this process. Simi-
larly, work by Buddy Lee with evergreen 
azaleas has led to the multiple-season 
blooming Encore azaleas. In some way, 
all the presenters discussed efforts to-
ward development of new cultivars. 

Each day, we toured gardens and nurs-
eries. They covered the gamut from an 
old woodland garden now being re-
stored and the home and nursery (Mag-
nolia Nursery) of Dr. John Allen Smith 
where we were treated to a reception, and 
the home garden of a working landscape 
architect and retail nursery owner, Bobby 
Green, to the beautifully landscaped and 
manicured public Bellingrath Gardens 
as well as their stock blocks of azaleas. 
Because of the early warm spring 
weather, we saw the very end of the 
Formosas and Indicas, but it was perfect 
time to see, and smell, R. austrinum. All 
the owners or operators of the various 
tour sites were very welcoming, even 
when faced with two bus-loads of 
enthusiasts. 

Each evening, the presenters gave just 
the right amount of information to 
complement each day's outings. Most  

gave out outlines or notes, so attendees 
can add this to their files. Dr. John 
Thornton gave us care and culture warn-
ings, especially about the need for water 
testing. 

Finally, the plant auction was a wel-
come diversion in the festivities, being 
something on the order of a feeding 
frenzy. Maarten van der Giessen has hid-
den his skills as a very clever auctioneer, 
but these made us all want to buy what 
we thought were the only specimens of, 
say, 'Red Pepper' when he then found a 
few more. It was great fun, and my hus-
band and I got into the spirit. A word to 
the wise, as with any feeding frenzy, get 
to your plant with all deliberate speed. 
All the plants were wonderful, and the 
nurserymen and women were most gen-
erous bringing some five-gallon and big-
ger material. 

So, read about the presentations and 
garden and nursery tours. The next con-
vention is in Charleston, South Carolina, 
in March of 2000. I'm signing up as soon 
as the registration form appears in the 
December issue of THE AZALEAN. 
Buddy Lee is the convention organizer, 
so we know it will be a great one, just as 
this meeting in Mobile was. The ASA 
wants you to come along, too. Mark your 
calendars for March 22-24, 2000. 
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