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Tom Dodd III — Semmes, Louisiana 

Mr. Dodd discussed his breeding 
program begun in the 1980s. He be-
gan the process by collecting open-
pollinated Rhododendron canescens and 
R. alabamense. The initial aim was to 
select forms that had large flowers 
such as those of the Exbury Hybrids 
he had seen growing in cooler cli-
mates. Having tried the Exburys in 
the climate of Mobile, he realized that 
their genetic background did not pro-
tect them from the heat and moisture 
of the deep South. He then decided 
to cross some of the Exburys with R. 
austrinum, with the hope that he 
would get the vigor of the austrinum 
and the bloom color and size of the 
Exburys. The most successful cross 
was with R. austrinum and the Exbury 
'Hotspur Yellow'. Around 2500 seed-
lings were germinated and watched 
for two years. After blooming, 250 
of these were set aside and planted 
for further evaluation. Of these, 25 
cultivars were selected for cuttings. 
Seven have been named and put into 
production. Others of the group are 
being evaluated. 

Native azaleas are often hard to 
root. Dodd discovered that this was 
true with R. alabamense and R. 
flammeum. His father's belief that 
most of the red and orange types are 
more difficult to root and grow has 
held true. 

Another problem with the native 
azaleas is that they can slightly shift 
hues from year to year. This may be 
due to differences in water, fertility, 
light or other variables. 

For his new "Confederate Series," 
Dodd wanted plants that would smell 
as sweet as honeysuckle and grow as 
well as R. austrinum. This eliminated  

many of the seedlings in the early 
stages as they were grown in the full 
Alabama sun, given no fungicide, 
and grown under the same conditions 
as the evergreen azaleas. Current re-
sults: R. 'Stonewall Jackson', yellow-
orange, with the largest blooms of 
the series, but difficult to root; 
'Admiral Semmes', a heavily bloom-
ing yellow that is hardy into west-
ern Pennsylvania; 'Colonel Mosby', 
a nice dark pink; and 'Emma 
Sansom', a lighter shade of pink; 'Jeb 
Stuart', the latest bloomer with dark 
pink flowers; 'Robert E. Lee', orange 
ruffled; and 'N.B. Forrest', a dark 
ruffled orange. 

Other crosses he has tried didn't 
produce the flower size of the Con-
federates, but produced other out-
standing traits. R. austrinum x R. 
calendulaceum has a great fragrance, 
yellow color, and bloom size from the 
R. calendulaceum. R. alabamense x R. 
canescens produced small white flow-
ers with the best fragrance of all the 
hybrids as well as being stolonifer-
ous for area coverage. 

Dodd's seedling production house 
contains 3,000 seedlings from many 
different plants. Tom will then select 
from those by the way they bloom in 
three to five years and produce them 
asexually 

The R. calendulaceum will not grow 
well in Mobile under production con-
ditions. Most of the species from the 
middle to upper South struggle on the 
black ground cover but do better in 
shade. The tradeoff is more sun, 
more buds vs. less sun, less buds but 
better growth although more leggy. 
Most of the hybrids do best in shade 
in the South, partial shade in 

Washington, D.C., and full sun in 
Martha's Vineyard. 

Tom Dodd III is a third generation nurs-
eryman. He and his wife, Thayer, started 
their own business, Dodd & Dodd Nurs-
ery, in 1989. They specialize mostly in 
native plants. He has been on the Magno-
lia Society Board, the Holly Society Board, 
among other horticultural society service 
groups. He graduated from the Citadel in 
1966, and he served two tours in Viet 
Nam. 

A Note on Revision of 
Azalea Nomenclature 

R. viscosum is a very variable spe-
cies with a widespread distribution 
in the eastern U.S. and extending 
into eastern Texas. As treated by K. 
Kron in the Edinburgh revision of 
Pentanthera, R. viscosum includes R. 
oblongifolium, R. serrulatum, R. coryi, 
and varieties and forms previously 
recognized as R. viscosum var. 
glaucum, R. var. tomentosum, R. var. 
hispidum, R. var. nitidum, R. var. 
aemulans, R. var. montanum, R. var. f. 
rubescens, R. var. f. roseum, R. var. f. 
coerulescens, and R. var. f. rhodantha. 

Reference: Kron, K.A. (1993) "A Re-
vision of Rhododendron Section 
Pentanthera." Edinburgh Journal of 
Botany. 50 (3): 249-364. 

[My thanks to Mr. Voss for this infor-
mation. In the articles included in this 
issue of THE AZALEAN, the authors' 
original usage has been retained in most 
cases in the interests of truth to their 
presentations. Ed.] 
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