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President's Letter 
William F Bode — Covington, Louisiana 

Greetings of the Season to All: 

By the time you read this the Holidays 
and Holy Days may have passed. My 
wish to all of you is that they were memo-
rable. 

Even in the world of Y2K there are good 
times and bad times as this letter will re-
flect. Good news first. A Board of Direc-
tors meeting was held September 23, 
1999, by teleconferencing. This was the 
first held after the approval of the board 
in April 1999. Comments by the partici-
pants were favorable [on the format], and 
I feel that a good bit of work was accom-
plished. Most of the items/motions had 
to do with procedural matters in the 
board meetings. The items that most af-
fected the membership are: 

a. The reaffirmation of the motion sub-
mitted by Robert Stelloh at the board meet-
ing in April concerning the discount for 
prepayment of dues. While all members 
responding during the teleconference re-
membered that there was unanimous ap-
proval, there was no entry in the official 
minutes of that meeting. 

b. Beginning in the year 2000, major 
credit cards will be accepted from new 
members and renewing members as a 
form of payment. 

In the other good news, Convention 
2000 will be held in Charleston, South 

On the Cover: 
Azalea cultivar Rhododendron 'Rain-
bow Flame', developed by Mike 
Creel, who works for the South Caro-
lina Department of Natural Re-
sources when not breeding and se-
lecting native azaleas. This a a cross 
of R. 'Big Orange Truss' (the seed 
parent) with a fragrant, stolonifer-
ous yellow seeding of R. 'Yellow 
Choptank', both from Transplant 
Nursery of Lavonia, Georgia. Creel 
reports the first bloom was in April 
of this year, and that it has no no-
ticeable fragrance, but it is too early 
to tell if it is stoloniferous. 

Carolina, in March. Plans are about com-
plete. Mr. Robert (Buddy) Lee is conven-
tion chairman and the Louisiana Chap-
ter will act as host. 

The bad news is: Membership is down. 
So what else is new? Now being privy to 
the files of the Society, I find that has been 
a problem since 1990, and that every 
president or his designee has tried to 
bring a plan to the membership to rem-
edy the situation. I was part of that group 
in the recent past. After considerable re-
search in the Society's files, I believe that 
plans are needed as guidelines, but the 
membership must be moved to follow. 
This is in no way a criticism of any mem-
ber or officer of the Society. It is simply a 
matter of fact that if those who want to be 
led will be led, there will be progress; if 
not, matters will stand in the status quo. 
In organizations such as ours, demand 
and command alone do not work. I men-
tioned above that this problem has pre-
sented itself to those who preceded me, 
and they presented good marketing 
plans — but membership did not choose 
to follow. 

My plan is simplistic: You all have the 
greatest marketing tool. It is a smile and 
a handshake. That takes only one hand. 
Why not extend the other hand - with a 
green membership application in it? 
New Year, New Century, Go get 'ern! 

Looking forward to seeing you in 
Charleston. Come to think of it, bring 
along a new member to introduce prop-
erly to the best the Society has to offer. 

Bill Bode 

Erratum 

My sincere apologies for incorrectly 
referring to Mr. Allison Fuqua in the 
September issue of THE AZALEAN. 
Please see his article on page 75, as 
promised. 

The Editor 

Azalea Society 
of America 

The Azalea Society of America, organized 
December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the 
District of Columbia, is an educational and 
scientific non-profit association devoted to 
the culture, propagation and appreciation 
of azaleas Subgenera Tsutsusi and 
Pentanthera of the genus Rhododendron in the 
Heath family (Ericaceae). 

Officers for 1999 - 2000 
President William Bode 

Vice-President Joseph E. Schild, Jr. 
Secretary 
Treasurer Robert Stelloh 

Immediate 
Past-President James 0. Thornton 

Directors  
Terms Expire in 2000 

Robert Lee 
Maarten van der Giessen 

Stephen Schroeder 

Terms Expire in 2001 
Gen. Bryghte Godbold 

Donald Hyatt 
Col. Murray Sheffield 

Chapter presidents serve as 
ex-officio directors 

Chapters  
Brookside Gardens 	 Richmond, VA 
(chartered Aug. 1979) 	(chartered Aug. 1979) 
Dianne Gregg, Pres. 	Frank J. Digney, Pres. 

Ben Morrison 
	

Northern Virginia 
(chartered May 1980) 
	

(chartered May 1980) 
H. Joseph Miller, Pres. 	Dan Krabill, Pres. 

Louisiana 
	

Tri-State 
(chartered June 1981) 
	

(chartered Oct. 1981) 
W. Larry Brown, Ph.D., Pres. 	Greg Wedding, Pres. 

Dallas Chapter 
	

Oconee Chapter 
(chartered May 1989) 
	

(chartered Nov. 1991) 
Roby Odom, Pres. 	 Mike McNeal, Pres. 

Regular membership is open to all inter-
ested parties for an annual contribution of 
$25.00; life membership for an individual is 
$500.00. Members receive THE AZALEAN 
and are eligible for participation in all activi-
ties of the Society including those of the chap-
ter with which the member affiliates. For 
information and a membership application, 
write to the Membership Committee, 
Azalean Society of America, P.O. Box 34536, 
West Bethesda, MD 20827-0536. 
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Azalea Calendar  
2000 

January 21-23, 2000, the 14th Southern Garden Symposium is to be held at 
Callaway Gardens in Pine Mountain, Georgia. The symposium, devoted 
entirely to gardening in the South, is designed for amateur and professional 
gardeners. Symposium registration is $175 per person. This fee includes the 
Get-Acquainted Reception, Saturday evening banquet, all lectures, continen-
tal breakfasts and printed materials. To register, call the Education Depart-
ment at 706-663-5161 or e-mail education@callawaygardens.com.  

March 22 - 24 	ASA Convention, Charleston, South Carolina (see p. 68-69) 
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ASA 2000 Convention - Charleston, SC 
Robert Lee — Independence, Louisiana 

(Ed. Note: Quoted material about garden 
tour destinations is taken from the "Charles-
ton, South Carolina, Area Official Visitors 
Guide. "I 

The annual meeting and convention 
of the Azalea Society of America, to 
be held in Charleston, South Caro-
lina, on March 22-24, 2000, is going 
to be an adventurous and exciting 
series of events. According to the of-
ficial visitors' guide for the Charles-
ton area, "Charleston is America's 
most beautifully preserved architec-
tural and historic treasure, with a rich, 
300-year heritage. Since its founding 
in 1670, Charleston has played an im-
portant and often pivotal role in the 
course of America." The people in 
Charleston have been very helpful 
and friendly with the planning of this 
convention, and are elated that the 
Azalea Society of America has cho-
sen their area for this national con-
vention. 

Speakers 

A wonderful array of knowledge-
able speakers has been assembled for 
the evening lectures/slide presenta-
tions. These are informative speak-
ers, and the time and energy that they 
put into each of their presentations 
will not only be a labor of love, but 
also a gift of themselves and their ex-
pertise about azaleas to the member-
ship. Many thanks to the speakers. 
They are as follows: 

Wednesday night: 1) Kathy 
Woolsey, Horticulturist at Cypress 
Gardens, "Azaleas in the Charleston 
Area." 2) Donald H. Voss, Vienna, 
Virginia, "How Azaleas Came to Our 
Gardens." 3) Hank Bruno, Trails 
Manager at Callaway Gardens, Pine 
Mountain, Georgia, "Azalea Diver- 

sity — Back to the Future." 

Thursday night: 1) Jeff Beasley, co-
owner of Transplant Nursery, 
Lavonia, Georgia, "Native Azaleas." 
2) Fred and Jean Minch, Puyallup, 
Washington, "Azalea Hybridizing." 
3) Maarten van der Giessen, Van der 
Giessen Nursery, Semmes, Alabama, 
"Commercial Criteria for Azalea 
Evaluation." 

Friday night banquet: Barbara 
Stump, Editor of THE AZALEAN 
and graduate student at Stephen F. 
Austin 	State 	University, 
Nacogdoches, Texas, "Building a 
New Public Garden: the Ruby Mize 
Azalea Garden from the Ground Up." 

Tours 

When planning places to tour in the 
Charleston area, there were two ma-
jor obstacles: too many interesting 
places to tour, and not enough time. 
With only two days of scheduled 
tours for the convention, tough 
choices had to be made. Convention 
attendees should try to schedule a 
couple of days before or after the con-
vention so they can visit more of this 
fascinating area. 

On March 23, 2000, bright and early, 
the buses will leave for the first day 
of scheduled tours. The first stop will 
be Magnolia Plantation. Again, from 
the Visitors' Guide, "This 17th century 
estate, aquired by the Drayton fam-
ily (whose heirs still own it) features 
the year-round bloom of America's 
oldest garden (c. 1680), boasting one 
of the largest collections of azaleas 
and camellias in the country. High-
lights include the pre-Revolutionary 
War plantation house with museum-
quality early American antiques, bib-
lical gardens, antebellum cabin, na-
ture trail, wildlife observation tower,  

gift shop, gallery of a nature and 
wildlife artist, snack shop, canoe and 
bike rentals, and more. Bird walks 
Saturday a.m." According to Fred C. 
Galle's Azaleas, the first southern In-
dian type azaleas to be grown out-
doors in the southern U.S. were 
planted by Rev. John G. Drayton at 
Magnolia Gardens. 

Next on the tour will be Middleton  
Place: "A carefully preserved 18th cen-
tury plantation and a national historic 
landmark, Middleton Place encom-
passes America's oldest landscaped 
gardens. Rare camellias, azaleas, mag-
nolias and ancient live oaks accent a 
landscape design that remains mag-
nificent all year. The plantation 
stableyards are complete with ani-
mals, and craftspeople demonstrat-
ing the tasks vital to plantation life." 
Lunch will be served at Middleton 
Place Restaurant. 

To conclude Thursday's tour, if 
time permits, a bus tour of 
Charleston's Historic District has 
been scheduled. We will enjoy the 
splendor of Charleston's stately co-
lonial and antebellum homes that 
have survived for centuries. Com-
mentary by a licensed guide will in-
clude 300 years of tradition and his-
tory along with Charleston's role in 
the Revolutionary War and the Civil 
War. Sites on the tour include man-
sions on the Battery, Rainbow Row, 
and St. Michael's Church (c. 1761), 
along with many gardens. 

Friday morning, after an evening 
of informative speakers, socializing, 
and a good night's rest, we will be-
gin our second day of tours in the 
Monck's Corner, South Carolina, 
area. Our first stop will be the azalea 
and camellia gardens at the Mepkin 
Abbey. "Mepkin, located on the 
highest bluff on the Cooper River, 
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was originally the home of Henry 
Laurens, the great South Carolina 
statesman who spent much of his life 
experimenting with exotic botanical 
specimens. In the twentieth century, 
Mepkin was purchased (along with 
four other plantations) by Henry 
Luce. He and his wife Clare Booth 
Luce turned to Loutrel Briggs, 
Charleston's noted landscape archi-
tect, for assistance in developing the 
gardens we will be seeing. In 1949 
Clare Booth Luce gave the property 
to the Catholic Church, and it has 
been a monastery ever since." Pres-
ently, the garden at Mepkin Abbey, 
under the direction of Jim Martin, is 
being developed into a botanical gar-
den. 

The next stop will be Carolina Nurs-
eries, Inc., the largest nursery in 
South Carolina. This nursery is pri-
vately owned and operated by a 
small employee group. The nursery 
totals 700 acres with approximately 
280 acres presently in containerized 
nursery stock production. During 
peak seasons, employment usually  

exceeds 400 people. Lunch will be 
served, and J. Guy of Carolina Nurs-
eries will speak on the azalea hybrids 
grown at the nursery. 

After lunch we will be on our way 
to Cypress Gardens. "Here you can 
stroll along four miles of walking 
trails that wind through the area's 
cypress swamp...Relax in a unique 
and exciting butterfly house which 
features a vast array of native but-
terflies and the plants they thrive 
upon...Or explore an aquarium that 
offers an up-close look at the amphib-
ians, reptiles, and fish indigenous to 
the cypress swamp. For many visi-
tors, Cypress Gardens proves to be 
their favorite experience, because it 
allows one to interact with the area's 
beauty!" 

We will end this day of tours with 
a garden bus tour of Historic  
Summerville Charleston's Victorian 
village. Our guides will board the 
motor coaches as we arrive in the 
town, just beyond the Ashley River 
plantations. In 1935, Summerville be- 

gan to be called "Flowertown in the 
Pines." Winding our way past Victo-
rian houses, we will hear stories of 
the town and the people who moved 
to this "summer village" to escape the 
diseases of the low country. Nature 
permitting, the azaleas and dog-
woods will be in full bloom at this 
time. 

Our convention headquarters is lo-
cated at the Holiday Inn Convention 
Center/ Airport, 6099 Fain Street -
Airport 1-26 and West Aviation 
Avenue, North Charleston, SC. Com-
plimentary 24-hour shuttle to and 
from the airport is provided. To make 
room reservations, please call 1-843-
744-1621. Room reservations ($75.00 
plus tax) must be made no later than 
February 22, 2000, to assure room 
availability. Registration to the con-
vention may be limited; early regis-
tration is highly recommended. 

For additional information or com-
ments, please contact either Jerry 
Ladner at 1-228-832-0236 or Robert 
Lee at rdlee@1-55.com. Hope to see 
you in Charleston next spring. 

CONVENTION SCHEDULE 
AZALEA SOCIETY OF AMERICA NATIONAL CONVENTION 

MARCH 22, 23, 24, 2000 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22 
2:00-4:00 Board of Directors Meeting 
2:00-4:30 Registration and Plant Sale 
DINNER ON YOUR OWN 
5:30-6:30 Social Hour and Plant Sale 
6:45-7 30 Kathy Woolsey, "Azaleas in the Charleston Area" 
7:45-8:30 Donald H. Voss, "How Azaleas Came to Our Gar- 

dens" 
8:45-9:30 Hank Bruno, "Azalea Diversity — Back to the Fu- 

ture" 

THURSDAY, MARCH 23 
BREAKFAST ON YOUR OWN 
7:30 	Board buses for tours: Magnolia Plantation, 

Middleton Place (including lunch), bus tour of His- 
toric Downtown Charleston, return to hotel. 

DINNER ON YOUR OWN (Plant Sale) 
5:30-6:30 Social hour, plant sale 
6:45-7:30 Jeff Beasley, "Native Azaleas" 
7:45-8:30 Fred and Jean Minch, "Azalea Hybridizing" 
8:45-9:30 Maarten van der Giessen, "Commercial Criteria for 

Azalea Evaluation" 

FRIDAY, MARCH 24 
BREAKFAST ON YOUR OWN 
7:30 	Board buses for tours: Mepkin Abbey, Carolina 

Nurseries (including lunch), Cypress Gardens, bus 
tour of Historic Summerville, return to hotel. 

5:30-6:30 Social hour, plant auction 
6:30-7:45 Banquet 
7:45-8:30 Barbara Stump, "Building a New Public Garden" 
8:30 	Business Meeting 

SATURDAY, MARCH 25 
8:00-10:00 Board of Directors Meeting 
8:00-10:00 Plant sale and good-byes 
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An Evergreen Azalea -Timeline" 

FOLIAGE 
"Summer leaves" from last year's 
growth remain on plant, especially -A-
those below terminal buds. 

FLOWERS 
Buds emerge from dormancy, swell, 
and shed protective bracts. 

New vegetative growth emerges 
from terminal buds (in some cul-
tivars ahead of flowers; in others, 
after the flowers). 

Buds continue to swell, "show 
color" as petals begin to emerge. 
Period of vulnerability to Ovulinia 
petal blight. 

Flowers open fully (anthesis); an-
thers release pollen, stigmas are re-
ceptive. Pollen transferred to 
stigma (usually by insects) leads to 
fertilization of ova. 

-B- 

-C- 

New branchlets are clothed with • 
"spring leaves"; these are relatively 
large and thin. 

Depending on weather and/or lack 
of effective fungicidal counter-mea-
sures, petal blight may reduce co-
rollas to "mush." 

-D- 

"Summer leaves," which persisted 
through last winter, fall off. 

Corollas fade and fall off; ovaries 
begin to expand and ripen into cap-
sules. 

-E- 

As branchlets approach the end of 
their growth, "summer leaves" are 
produced; these are smaller and 
thicker than the "spring leaves." 

Terminal buds form on the new 
branchlets; certain cells will lead 
to production of flowers next 
spring; others will lead to next year's 
vegetative growth. 

When seeds are mature, capsules 
split open, releasing seeds. 

-F- 

-G- 

As winter approaches, abscission 
layers form between the petioles 
of "spring leaves" and the 
branchlets; these leaves then turn 
yellow or red and fall off. The 
speed of this process depends on 
genetic characteristics of the plant, 
as well as on the severity of the 
winter. 

Seasonal change triggers the "hard-
ening off' processes that enables 
the plant (and the buds) to survive 
the low temperatures of winter. 

-H- 

With the approach of spring (higher 
temperatures, longer days), rever-

sal of the hardening off process oc- 
-I- curs. Plant tissues, especially in the 

buds, are particularly vulnerable to 
severe temperature drops at this 
time. 

The Growth Cycle of Evergreen Azaleas 
Donald H. Voss — Vienna, Virginia 

The growth of an evergreen azalea over a period of years 
will show noteworthy changes. A plant that has attained 
moderate size and maintained its compactness for many 
years may "take off," becoming taller and less dense. Why? 
Was the acceleration in growth a matter of maturity? Was 
it the result of changes in climate? We may never find 
definitive answers. But we can turn our attention to the 
annual growth cycle of evergreen azaleas, learn some es-
sential details about that cycle, and become aware of ways 
in which the gardener can assist a plant to flourish. 

The "timeline" in the figure touches only highlights of 
the changes that occur during the course of a year. Under-
standing the basic sequence of events heightens awareness 
of the need for care throughout the season. Although many 
people dote on azaleas during the blooming season, foli-
age quality is an important consideration throughout the 
year. Beyond the week or two when a plant is clothed 
with flowers, an azalea is generally not a focus of atten-
tion. Yet the plant is an integral element of the landscape, 
where its size, shape, and foliage contribute to harmony 
(or, if the plant is scraggly, to disharmony) some fifty weeks 
of the year. 

Before continuing, it will be helpful to become familiar 
with the stages of growth outlined in the figure. The fol-
lowing notes briefly expand upon the major stages of 
growth listed on the "timeline," keyed to the letters iden-
tifying stages on the timeline: 

A. The dimorphic nature of evergreen azalea foliage needs 
to be understood. When many people see the normal pro-
cess of spring leaves' turning yellow or red and falling as 
winter approaches (H), they tend to believe that the plants 
are "sick." Because the summer leaves are smaller and 
tend to be concentrated below the terminal buds, the di-
morphism (two forms of leaves; D,F) usually results in a 
"fuller" appearance from late spring through fall than in 
winter and early spring. For some cultivars, this differ-
ence is marked and may be a factor in selection for land-
scape use. 

B. The "show color" stage of bud development (when petal 
tips are revealed by the opening bud) is critical. In areas 
subject to Ovulinia petal blight, the plant should be sprayed 
at this stage with a fungicide approved for combating the 
blight. Many growers have successfully used triadimefon 
(Bayleton®, for example). This fungicide reportedly has 
somewhat longer-lasting effect than chlorothalonil (Daconil®, 
for example), another widely used spray. 

Petal blight may not develop if the weather remains dry, 
but the utility of spraying must be carefully weighed in 
areas subject to sudden change to damp or wet conditions, 
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which favor rapid development of 
the blight. Where the plants in a gar-
den offer a succession of bloom span-
ning several weeks, it may be desir-
able to spray again as buds show 
color on the later plants. 

On some cultivars, the early emer-
gence of spring foliage partially hides 
the flowers and militates against se-
lection for landscape use. 

C. This is the time for the adventur-
ous to try their hand at hybridizing 
(see A. Kehr in Galle's Azaleas [rev. 
ed.], pp. 341-350). When pollen from 
one clone is applied to the receptive 
stigma of another clone, the result-
ing seed (G) will carry a mixture of 
genes from the two clones—a new 
plant! 

Branches bearing flowers not rep-
resentative of the described cultivar 
should be tagged for avoidance if cut-
tings are to be taken later for propa-
gation (F). In this way, propagation 
of "sports" is less likely to occur. 

D. Especially in sunny locations, fo-
liage should be checked throughout 
the season for presence of lace bugs 
on the undersides of leaves; if not 
controlled, these sucking insects can 
substantially damage azaleas. 

If petal-blight damage is severe, 
make a firm resolution to spray at 
"show color" time next year! 

E. After the spring flowers fade, 
pruning may be done to shape the 
plant (plants may be pruned before 
blooming, but flowers will be lost). 

E It is important to note that the buds 
for next year's flowers and vegeta-
tive growth are initiated as the cur-
rent year's new growth matures. An 
important factor in plant performance 
is a continuing adequacy of moisture 
supply in fall and early winter. 

When the new vegetative growth 
has matured to the point at which it 
will snap when bent, cuttings may be 
taken for rooting. From cuttings 
(asexual propagation), the resulting 
plants will be genetically identical to  

the plant from which cuttings were 
taken. 

G. If seed is to be collected, the cap-
sules should be picked shortly before 
they begin to split open naturally—
usually around the time of first frost 
in northern and mid-Atlantic areas. 
In the South, capsules may mature 
and split open long before the advent 
of frost. Collection may be timed by 
watching for the capsules' darkening 
in color, eventually turning brown. 
A grower near Atlanta collects in early 
November; but one north of New 
Orleans finds mid-to-late July appro-
priate. The rationale for collection 
this early is that a hot, dry spell fol-
lowing a rainy, humid period can rap-
idly dry the capsule tissues, leading 
to sudden splitting and loss of seed. 

H. As day length shortens and tem-
peratures fall, physiological changes 
prepare the plant to resist the effects 
of freezing temperatures: turgidity in 
the plant decreases, cell walls 
toughen, and cell contents concen-
trate. Hardening off will be most 
successful in preventing damage if the 
early winter decline and early spring 
rise in temperature are relatively 
smooth. 

I. The reversal of the hardening-off 
process, often accelerated by unsea-
sonably warm late-winter to early-
spring weather in some areas, in-
creases turgidity in the plant. At this 
stage, sharp drops in temperature 
may damage or kill buds and—in 
extreme cases—the freezing of liquid 
in a plant's vascular system results in 
bark split and varying degrees of die-
back. 

Plants don't read reference books 
When the author saw plants of Picea 

glauca var. conica (Dwarf Alberta 
Spruce) at his favorite nursery in the 
early 1960's, he checked Liberty 
Hyde Bailey's The Cultivated Conifers 
in North America (1933). At page 274 
of that impeccable reference, he 
learned that for this plant: "The larg-
est specimens observed measure 
fifty-two inches in height." Planted  

in a spot where a five-foot height 
would have been ideal, the plant is 
now eleven feet tall. 

Over the years, it dawned on the 
author that published descriptions of 
plant growth based on experience in 
one part of the country must be 
viewed with caution when planting 
in a different region is contemplated. 
(The care with which nursery stock 
has been propagated is also a factor. 
Some plants may vary in form, de-
pending on whether cuttings were 
taken from upright or horizontal 
growth. Color patterning in azaleas 
may vary if cuttings are taken from 
"sporting" branches; i.e., bearing 
flowers differing from the norm of 
the cultivar). Several of the factors 
that may account for variation in the 
performance of a cultivar in differ-
ent areas of the country are noted 
below. 

Geographic considerations 
In selecting evergreen azalea culti-

vars for landscaping, it is important 
to consider that the growth and ap-
pearance of a plant are influenced by 
many factors related to geographic 
location. A landscape designer will 
generally select cultivars (or species) 
for consistent, known performance. 
This is fine so long as what is 
"known" is based on observation and 
experience with the plants in the area 
where the plants are to be used. 

Solar radiation, temperature, rain-
fall, cloud cover, and wind—as well 
as soil and other local conditions af-
fecting growth—interact to affect 
plant growth. These influences vary 
between geographic areas. Thus, the 
calendar timing of the stages of plant 
growth through the year in the New 
York City area will differ markedly 
from that experienced around New 
Orleans. 

In addition, there may be some dif-
ferences in the sequence depicted in the 
timeline. For example, some cultivars 
that in the North flower only in 
spring may in the South set new buds 
by early summer, some of which 
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flower in late summer and fall. But 
note also that very small environmen-
tal differences (microclimates)—even 
in an individual garden or neighbor-
hood—may have important effects on 
performance of a given cultivar. 

Among the factors affecting plant 
performance, insolation (the amount 
of solar radiant energy received) is 
important not only for photosynthe-
sis (the plant's mechanism for produc-
ing food) but also for heating of the 
ground and the atmosphere. Geo-
graphic differences in day length and 
in the intensity of solar radiation thus 
contribute to the various temperature 
regimes encountered. 

The seasonal ranges of temperature 
in an area are important when con-
sidering plant hardiness. Some cul-
tivars are much more sensitive than 
others to winter cold or summer heat. 
The timing of physiological processes 
(hardening off) leading to dormancy 
or to the breaking of dormancy may 
be strongly influenced by day-night 
differentials in temperature. 

Many azalea cultivars seem to be 
relatively more stable than others in 
responding to differences in cultural 
conditions. For some, flower form 
and coloration, as well as foliage and 
plant habit, may vary little between 
areas of the country that favor ever-
green azalea culture. Other cultivars 
may show considerable variation 
based on regional influences. For the 
azalea aficionado (nut), such varia-
tions provide added interest and 
challenge as the years unfold. 

Some conditions disruptive of nor-
mal growth 

Mother Nature — A sequence of con-
ditions likely to disrupt the normal 
development of an azalea may in-
clude insufficient rainfall during the 
period of bud formation and devel-
opment, interference with the hard-
ening-off process brought about by 
seesawing temperatures in a mild 
winter, and subjecting the plant to 
sub-freezing temperatures following 
a period of warmth in the late win-
ter or spring. 

That prescription was filled for my 
northern Virginia garden (10 miles 
west of Washington, DC) by the 1998-
1999 fall-winter-spring sequence of 
weather. There was drought in the 
fall of 1998 and little winter precipi-
tation. In early spring, temperatures 
yawed; after the daytime tempera-
ture reached 68° F. on March 3, a 
nighttime low of 16° F. occurred 
March 8 (amidst a 10-day run of sub-
freezing nighttime lows). 

Anomalies were observed. A much 
greater than normal fall and early 
winter leaf drop left plants more 
sparsely clothed than previously ob-
served. When spring came (cool at 
first), there were some shifts between 
cultivars in the sequence of bloom-
ing. On several plants, a large pro-
portion of the buds did not open un-
til about a week after the initial flush 
of bloom. On some plants, the 
amount of aberrant flower form and 
coloration ("sporting") seemed to be 
greater among the flowers that 
opened early than among those that 
opened later. A highly speculative in-
ference is that the buds which opened 
early had not hardened off during the 
foregoing winter as completely as the 
others and, hence, suffered more 
damage from freezing temperatures. 

Through the entire season—from 
'Dayspring' to 'Blue Tip'—the flow-
ers on some plants had petal surfaces 
abnormally puckered in a texture re-
calling seersucker fabric. Irregular 
doubling (petaloidy of stamens) was 
encountered in normally single flow-
ers ('Red Tip', for example). On the 
plus side, the relatively cool and dry 
weather in the early spring of 1999 
led to long blooming periods and 
relatively little petal blight. 

The flower colors on some cultivars 
appeared somewhat deeper than nor-
mal, and substantial differences from 
the past were noted in color pattern-
ing. Flecks, stripes, sectors, and 
"selfs" were prominent on some 
plants that usually have flowers 
nearly uniform in color. The flowers 
on 'Red Tip' are usually white with  

margins (petal tips) of strong purplish 
red or deep purplish pink. In 1999, 
many were self-colored or had very 
small white centers. 'White Moon', 
normally white with occasional sec-
toring of deep yellowish pink, dis-
played a full range of color pattern-
ing. 'Sir Robert', normally a pale 
purplish pink with a slight axial flush 
of light purplish pink, bore a full 
panoply of color patterns, including 
several flowers that earlier in the sea-
son might have been mistaken at a 
quick glance for those of 'White-
head'. 

Another peculiarity observed was 
a delay in new growth, again a prob-
able result of bud damage. At the 
end of June, 1999, some cultivars 
showed only an inch or less of new 
growth, while nearby plants that 
bloomed about the same time had 
new shoots nine inches long. The au-
thor had not previously noted such 
disparity in the development of new 
growth. 

Human intervention — Many azaleas 
can thrive under a wide range of en-
vironmental and cultural conditions, 
but they can be (and have been) 
"killed by kindness." Improper prac-
tices in watering, chemical application 
to modify pH, fertilizer application, 
and pruning can endanger azaleas. 
Perhaps the rule should be: "When 
in doubt, don't!" Not addressed 
here are ways in which selection of 
plants inappropriate for an area or 
for a planting site can doom a plant-
ing. 

As noted in connection with the 
timeline, azaleas require adequate 
soil moisture on a continuing basis for 
best performance, but they can be 
injured by excessive rainfall or over-
watering. Azaleas hate "wet feet." 
The gardener cannot control rainfall, 
but he can emend soil texture and 
provide drainage. 

Under-watering is frequently en-
countered when container-grown 
azaleas have been planted. This 
problem can be minimized by 

continued on page 74 
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Observations and Notes on the Azalea Plant Bug, 
Rhinocapsus vanduzeel Uhler 
Colin Stewart and Dr. S. Kristine Braman — Griffin, Georgia  

[Editor's Note: Mr. Stewart and Dr. Braman 
presented the results of a study in which aza-
lea plant bugs (APBs) were challenged with 
varying concentrations of azalea lace bug 
nymphs to the Southern Nursery Associa-
tion meeting at the end of July, 1999. They 
also presented results of similar tests using 
green lacewing larvae at the Entomological 
Society of America meeting in December, 
1999. Both meetings were held in Atlanta.] 

The azalea plant bug (APB), 
Rhinocapsus vanduzeei Uhler, is a ben-
eficial insect that was discovered and 
named in 1890 (Uhler, 1890). It was 
originally placed in the family 
Capsidae and is now placed in the 
family Miridae. Of the citations listed 
for the APB, only three were pub-
lished after 1917. The following in-
formation comes from these three 
articles, plus Colin Stewart's field ob-
servations. 

APBs hatch from the azalea stems 
in synchrony with azalea bloom and 
can best be seen by beating the flow-
ers over a white sheet of paper. This 
year, in Zone 7, they were collected 

Fifth instar azalea plant bug nymph (left) and its 
prey, an azalea lace bug. Photo by Ruth Jarrett. 

primarily from Piedmont (R. 

canescens), and Florida azaleas (R. 
austrinum) from March 31 to April 20. 
Peak numbers were found on the lat-
ter dates. On April 20 we stopped 
collecting because we had collected 
enough for our experiments. Braman 
and Beshear (1994) also reported find- 

ing eggs, nymphs, and adults on 
Flame azaleas (R. calendulaceum), and 
Alabama azaleas (R. alabamense). Ac-
cording to Wheeler and Herring 
(1979), the insect has been identified 
on the wild swamp azalea, (R. 
viscosum), the Ghent hybrids of the 
Flame azalea, and the Korean azalea, 
(R. yedoense var. poukhanense), and 
raspberries (Van Duzee, 1905). Dr. 
August Kehr and Mr. Judson Hardy 
also observed the APB on R. bakeri. 
The insect has been reported from 
Ontario and Maine down to Florida 
and as far west as Missouri. 

The azalea plant bug is a "true bug" 
in that it has a "beak" (piercing/suck-
ing mouthparts) and forewings. The 
forewings of a true bug are thickened 
and hardened at the base and the 
wing tip is membranous. It goes 
through seven distinct stages during 
its lifetime: egg, five nymphal "in-
stars", and then the winged adult 
stage. Observations at Callaway Gar-
dens indicate that the first instar 
nymphs start out a pale yellow color 
and later become reddish just before 
they molt to the second instar. At 
first glance they can easily be mis-
taken for pollen. The nymphs can 
grow to approximately 1/8-inch long. 
Just prior to becoming adults they 
take on a dark reddish color. At this 
stage, it has been described as resem-
bling a "large, red, aphid" (Miller 
1993). Adults are about 1/6-inch long. 
New adults have reddish wings 
which quickly turn black. The anten-
nae have four segments, and the sec-
ond segment is black. 

The insect was originally thought 
to be a pest in that it was observed 
feeding on pollen and stamens. This 
could affect seed production. Actu-
ally, because of this pollen-feeding 
habit, this valuable predator is able 
to survive times when prey are  

scarce. Braman and Beshear ob-
served APBs feeding on whiteflies, 
leafhoppers, aphids, small flies, aza-
lea lace bugs, and a number of spe- 

An Azalea Plant Bug adult. 

cies of thrips. In the lab we have also 
seen them feeding on fall armyworm 
eggs and first instar larvae, 
twospotted spider mites, azalea 
leafminer pupae, "large" thrips 
(Echinothrips), and each other. We 
saw an APB kill a twospotted spider 
mite, a thrip, and then attack an 
aphid. The aphid, which was slightly 
larger than the predator, started to 
walk away. The APB kept feeding 
and within a few hours the aphid had 
been killed. The azalea plant bug 
seems particularly adept at feeding 
on azalea lace bugs during or just af-
ter a molt when the pest is most vul-
nerable. The APB's bite can cause a 
chigger-like welt (Wheeler and Her-
ring 1979). Colin has handled many 
hundreds and only received a few 
bites which, fortunately, did not leave 
welts. The insects are fascinating to 
watch (of course, as entomologists, 
we're a little biased). They move rap-
idly, in short sprints, along the leaf 
or flower when they are disturbed. 
We have also observed them tumble 
multiple times when they fall on their 
backs. Azalea plant bugs are not cur-
rently commercially available for pur-
chase. 
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spreading the roots and shaking out 
much of the container potting mix, re-
placing it with soil. But even when 
the root balls of container-grown 
plants (these are often badly 
potbound) have been spread in plant-
ing, roots will not quickly extend into 
the surrounding soil. For the first 
year or two, careful attention to 
moisture supply is required. 

Azaleas prefer slightly acid soils, 
with pH in the 4.5 to 6.0 range; some 
do well in neutral soil (pH=7). If ad-
justment of soil pH is necessary, it 
should be undertaken with great 
care. Azaleas can be killed by well-
intentioned but overdone dosing of 
the soil, even when using a slow-act-
ing chemical like sulfur. 

The question of fertilizer use is 
more complex. In many soils, aza-
leas can thrive for years without ap-
plication of fertilizer. If soil nutrients 
are low, however, a plant may ben-
efit from application of a fertilizer 
appropriate for azaleas. Sparing ap-
plication and avoidance of high-nitro-
gen fertilizers (these may stimulate 
vegetative growth at the expense of 
flowering) are two good rules of 
thumb to follow when fertilizing aza-
leas. An essential consideration is to 
avoid stimulation of growth in the 
fall and early winter—a result that 
would interfere with the essential 
hardening-off process and increase 
the plants' vulnerability to winter 
damage. 

As noted in discussion of the 
timeline (E), shaping of evergreen 
azaleas is best accomplished shortly 
after the blooms fade. A broken 
branch or an occasional unsightly 
"water sprout" (an overly vigorous 
branch—usually vertical—extending 
well beyond the general contour of 
the plant) may be removed at any 
time. 

Major late-season pruning, how-
ever, presents a much greater threat 
than just the loss of next spring's flow-
ers. When the plant is heavily  

pruned, vegetative growth will be 
stimulated. New branchlets will de-
velop from adventitious buds in the 
stems, and this new growth will face 
the rigors of winter in an immature 
condition. Worse, the stimulation of 
growth will delay the normal hard-
ening off, putting the entire plant at 
risk of damage from freezing tem-
peratures. 

Can these observations be refined? 
The relations set forth above be-

tween environmental factors and cul-
tural practices on the one hand and 
the growth responses of azaleas on 
the other hand reflect observations 
by the author and others with whom 
he has discussed them. Given the 
large numbers of evergreen azalea 
species and cultivars (and the com-
plex genetic backgrounds involved), 
scientific tests of the posited relations 
under controlled conditions would 
be a formidable task. Tests cover-
ing the broad range of geographic, 
climatic, and cultural conditions un-
der which the plants are grown 
would be costly indeed. 

Nevertheless, a confluence of ex-
pert opinion could do much to re-
fine understanding of the relation-
ships under discussion. A sympo-
sium at an annual convention or in 
THE AZALEAN could pool the ex-
perience and knowledge. Plant sci-
entists familiar with plant physiol-
ogy and genetics, nurserymen who 
have observed azalea growth under 
a variety of geographic and cultural 
conditions, and collectors with expe-
rience in growing a wide range of 
species and cultivars are encouraged 
to undertake such a synthesis. 

Donald H. Voss is an economist by 
training, and an active gardener with a 
scholarly interest in azaleas and rhodo-
dendrons. He is an expert on the Robin 
Hill Hybrid azaleas of Robert Gartrell and 
is a former chairman of the Society's 
Board of Directors and former keeper of 
the Society's database. Don is currently 
volunteering at the herbarium of the U.S. 
National Arboretum. 

We'd like to thank Ms. Cynthia Ma-
zer, Director of the Callaway Gardens 
Day Butterfly Center, and Mr. Parker 
Andes, Director of Horticulture, for 
permission to collect insects from the 
native azaleas at Callaway Gardens. 
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Pollinating and Propagating Azaleas 
Allison Fuqua — Jackson, Georgia 

[Editor's Note: This is the reprint, as 
promised in the September issue, of Mr. 
Fuqua's presentation given to the Oconee 
Chapter meeting May 16, 1999.1 

Pollinating and Hybridizing 
Azaleas 

Take a bud of one hybrid or spe-
cies (evergreen azaleas, native aza-
leas, or rhododendrons), which will 
become the female (seed) parent 
plant, just before opening, and re-
move petals and strip off stamens 
with tweezers. (See reference 1 for a 
review of azalea plant parts.) Leave 
the pistil. The pistil is the longest and 
lightest filament and when ripe has a 
sticky surface. Pollen is usually not 
on the tips of the stamens at this time. 
Select a bud or flower from another 
hybrid or species, which will serve 
as the male plant, and strip petals, if 
applicable, and remove a ripe stamen 
(with pollen present) and rub it on 
the tip of the pistil of the female 
"flower" to be crossed. Pollen ad-
heres to the sticky surface of the 
pistil's rounded tip or stigma. 

Put a tag (which is available from 
local hardware stores or nursery 
equipment catalogs) with numbers 
identifying the cross on branch or 
twig of the female/seed plant. 
Record the cross number, female and 
male parents of the cross, and other 
pertinent information in a log book 
(stud book). List the female plant 
first. Cover the female cross with a 
small paper sack and let it remain on 
for a few days. Seeds will develop in 
the seed pod or ovary of the female 
flower. Seed capsules are harvested 
and dried in the fall. Sow seeds onto 
growing media, and grow them in 
closed containers (e.g., plastic mar-
garine containers). The resulting  

plants will not just be duplicates of 
either parent. The genes of the par-
ents combine with various results 
and reversions to previous parentage 
may occur. 

(Contact Oconee newsletter editor 
Frank L. Bryan for articles from the 
Oconee Chapter newsletters of Au-
gust 1995, November 1995 and 1996, 
or February 1998 for more informa-
tion on procedures at this stage. Or 
consult the three articles from previ-
ous issues of THE AZALEAN listed 
at the end of this article.) 

Pollen can be collected from flow-
ers of cultivars that you want as a 
male parent and kept for months or 
years. Take anthers, usually before 
the flowers open. Allow the pollen 
to dry, and shake the dry pollen onto 
paper that is folded so that the pow-
der can be directed into gelatin cap-
sules. Put the capsules into a bottle, 
add a dehydrating agent (e.g., cal-
cium chloride or silica gel), label, pre-
dry in a refrigerator, and store in a 
refrigerator or freezer. Thaw pollen 
before using. Pollen can also be ob-
tained from a pollen bank. When 
crosses are desired, use a small art 
brush to spread pollen onto the pis-
til. 

Propagating Azaleas 

Cut or snap off sprouting end of a 
branch. I recommend that the sprout 
be snapped off rather than cut be-
cause the cut end is subject to inva-
sion by bacteria and fungi. [Or, cut 
off with a sterilized blade.] Strip off 
lower leaves, strip off or cut off ter-
minal buds and cut off portions of the 
large upper leaves. Leave at least one 
leaf. Hormones are not needed for 
propagating evergreen azaleas, but  

many persons use them. If used, dip 
only the tip of the stem into the hor-
mone powder or solution. I recom-
mend 0.1 hormone (follow directions 
on the packet). Use 6-inch pots; sev-
eral cuttings can be inserted into each 
pot. Punch holes into the soil medium 
with a pencil or closed marking pen. 
Put stem into the hole, and fill with 
media. Add half a cup of water over 
the plants; this seals the cuttings into 
the medium. Put two U-shaped wires 
into the pot over the cuttings. Put the 
pot into a zip-top plastic bag. Add 
water to the bottom or the bag, and 
put the bag on a couple of pieces of 
wood or sticks, which allows the 
water to remain below and become 
a source of humidity within the bag. 
Add water, perhaps every couple of 
weeks. Keep the containers under 
fluorescent lights for 16-18 hours a 
day. (Some of the others in the audi-
ence, who are experienced in propa-
gating, keep the lights on constantly.) 
After six weeks, or longer for natives 
or deciduous hybrids, gently pull on 
a leaf. If the cutting does not come 
up, rooting has occurred. At this time, 
the rooted cuttings can be trans-
planted to individual containers. 
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'Saotome' and Blind Azaleas 
William C. Miller ill 	Bethesda, Maryland 

Many years ago I acquired an aza-
lea by the name of `Saotome' from a 
friend at the U.S. National Arbore-
tum. I had never heard of 'Saotome', 
but its chief feature, I was told, was 
that it did not bloom. I had seen aza-
leas with flowers that were all petals 
(e.g., doubles like `Balsamini-
florum'). I had seen azaleas with 
flowers that were almost all stamen 
(e.g., 'Shiraito no Tsuki'). But, an 
azalea with no flowers... What would 
be the point...either in nature or in 
the commercial market? An azalea 
without flowers is like a hamburger 
without mustard. 

My new one-gallon specimen of 
Saotome' gave every indication that 

Figure 1: 'Saotome' flower, frontal view. 

it would be low growing. It was not 
blooming when I obtained it, so I was 
able to appreciate that it had really 
interesting foliage, small dark green 
and glossy sort of like 'Kinsai'. The 
only listing in the Lee Book (1) was 
for a Kurume hybrid (syn. 'Peach 
Blossom') which did not seem like a 
very good fit. Galle's book (2) did 
not exist at that time, so I did not 
have very much to go on. Curiously, 
the description that I got from the 
National Arboretum stated that it had 
red flowers, so it must have bloomed 
at least once. Presumably it could be 
induced to bloom again...or so I rea-
soned. 

Figure 2: 'Saotome' flower, side view showing 
small foliaceous calyx. 

After several years of fertilizing 
and generally modulating its environ-
ment, I was not able to make it bloom. 
For that matter, it did not even seem 
to set buds. I then began to have 
doubts. It occurred to me that per-
haps this had been some kind of joke 
that I had not been sharp enough to 
see through. Hey, it could be some 
kind of obscure azalea-like holly or 
boxwood, and I would never know 
the difference. Interest in pursuing 
the problem waned, and the mystery 
of `Saotome' was relegated to the 
"some other time" file. 

In 1995, I decided to build a small 
pond (8 x 18 feet) in my back yard. 
Given 'Saotome's attractive foliage 
and low plant habit, I decided to use 
my non-blooming azalea as a transi-
tion feature between the pond's edge 
and some larger shrubs. My 

Fig. 3: 'Saotome' foliage is larger on branches 
containing flowers 

'Saotome' must have really liked its 
new location because it has prospered 
there and developed into a nice wide 
and low growing green thing. I 
didn't think any more about it until 
March of this year (1999) when the 
topic of non-blooming azaleas ap-
peared as a "thread" (a line of dis-
cussion) on the ASA's new azalea 
listserve (e-mail discussion forum 
www.azaleas.org). One of the par-
ticipants had posted a message that 
he had several specimens of 'Tradi-
tion' that refused to bloom. The story 
sounded familiar and the proposed 
solutions all made sense...including 
the ultimate suggestion that if they 
don't bloom...get rid of them. Fortu-
nately, someone had the good judg- 

Fig. 4: Normal 'Saotome' foliage on branches 
without flowers. 

ment to mention the phenomenon to 
Dr. Sandra McDonald, who volun-
teered the concept of "blind aza-
leas," a trade term referring to aza-
leas that should bloom but don't. She 
recounted her experience at Le-Mac 
Nursery in Virginia with a group of 
'Hinodegiri'. She theorized that they 
must have undergone some kind of 
mutation that altered their require-
ments such that they did not get 
enough of something essential to 
blooming. In any case, they were of 
absolutely no commercial value to the 
nursery and had to be rogued out (3). 

Continued on page 78. 
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	  Azalea Gardens 
Brookside Gardens Project Update 

Brookside Gardens is one part of 
the Montgomery County, Maryland, 
public gardens that are "dedicated to 
serving the public through horticul-
tural display and education," accord-
ing to the fax cover sheet that came 
with information from Kerri Nichols, 
Outreach Horticulturist there. The 
gardens are ultimately part 
of the Maryland-National 
Park and Planning Commis-
sion Department of Parks and 
Planning and part of the 
county's Natural Resources 
Division. To assist these vari-
ous administrative agencies, 
the gardens are fortunate to 
have an active Friends of 
Brookside Gardens, Inc., 
group, which publishes a 
newsletter, "The Brooksider," 
from which the following up-
dates were taken. 

• On Thursday, July 15, the 
Friends of Brookside Gar-
dens gathered to celebrate the 
30th anniversary of the gar-
dens and to rededicate the 
Round Garden. One of the 
three formal garden rooms, 
dating back to 1969, the 
Round Garden has taken on a 
delightful new look. A ring 
of ten Japanese maples, Acer 
palmatum 'Suminagashi', now 
replaces the inner circle of in-
sect-ravaged, purple-leafed 
plums. Ten new containers of 
varied sizes, tinted to blend 
with the brick and stone 
pavings, replace the original 
cast concrete planters; new 
teak garden benches match 
the seating in the nearby Rose 
and Fragrance Gardens. 

• Brookside Gardens is a top 
resource for avid landscape 

gardeners, designers or anyone in-
terested in ornamental horticulture. 
The gardens cover 50 acres and in-
clude a horticultural library. The 
whole complex is a rare and wonder-
ful combination of plants, with hun-
dreds of landscape design ideas on 
the ground, in the texts, and in asso- 

ciated computer capabilities. To learn 
more, contact FOBG by voice mail 
(301-982-1435), or write 1800 
Glenallen Avenue, Wheaton, Mary-
land. The newsletter editor is Fran 
McClure; the President is Joan 
O'Rourke. 
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On the morning of July 4th, while 
pausing to briefly savor the joys of 
small pond ownership (i.e., the 
"aquarium effect"- graceful fish, re-
ally different plant material, sooth-
ing sounds of cascading water, and 
acrobatic odonates), I detected a 
glimpse of color near the pond's edge 
where none should be. A quick ex-
amination revealed two flowers that 
were indeed attached to my hereto-
fore barren 'Saotome'. Judging from 
the condition of the flowers (see Fig-
ures 1 and 2), they had not just 
opened recently. 

Galle's book, published in 1985, has 
two references to 'Saotome', one the 
aforementioned Kurume and the 
other an Hirado hybrid. The Hirado 
hybrids that I saw in Japan had foli-
age like 'George L. Taber', not re-
motely similar to my 'Saotome'. The 
picture of 'Saotome' in The Kurume 
Book (4), published in 1989, is more 
pink and the leaves are closer to 
'Coral Bells' than my plant. Mean-
while, I sent an e-mail message to Dr. 
John Creech who, based on his ex-
amination of the photos that I pro-
vided, confirmed that what I had was 
a Satsuki. 

I then turned to the ASA's e-mail 
discussion forum to see what infor-
mation that assembled multitude 
might be able to share. Here are se-
lected responses: 

• Phil Normandy, at Brookside Gar-
dens in Wheaton, Maryland, re-
sponded that 'Saotome', BG0842, was 
among the first or second batches of 
Satsuki that Brookside collected in 
Japan, all of which were imported as 
cuttings. Brookside's record sug-
gested that it failed to root. 

• Nancy Swell, from Richmond, Vir-
ginia, said that she got her 'Saotome' 
from George Harding and that it was 
part of the ones that Barry Yinger 

sent back to Brookside Gardens in 
1978. "One of mine had one bloom 
this year 	otherwise it has never 
bloomed." 

• Bob Stelloh, in Hendersonville, 
North Carolina, responded that he 
had two 'Saotome', one acquired as 
a Kurume in 1986 and the other ac-
quired as an Hirado in 1990. Bob 
wrote: "The plants are both low 
growing, spreading and dense, about 
12" high by 30" wide after 9 or 13 
years, respectively. The leaves are 
mostly 3/8" to 1/2" long, elliptic, flat 
or convex, shiny dark green above, 
and a duller lighter green below. 
With a hand lens, you can see hairs 
along the margin, midrib, and scat-
tered elsewhere on the surface, much 
more so along the top than below. 
One plant has one branch that usu-
ally has a few 1-1/2" purplish pink 
single flowers in mid-May, and has 
mostly 1/2- to 1-" leaves. A branch 
sport to be cut out? No way! Other-
wise, they are "never-bloomers." 
Bob went on to say that his two plants 
were pretty much identical. 

I had not counted leaf hairs on my 
`Saotome', but Bob's description fit 
my specimen pretty well, especially 
the foliage. Based on my two flow-
ers, my description is: 2 - 21/2" single 
flower, RHS86 63B Red-Purple group, 
with five stamens, dark anthers and 
filaments the color of the petals, and 
inconspicuous spotting in the blotch 
region of the standard and two up-
per wings. A small foliaceous calyx 
is present (Figure 2). Bob also vol-
unteered the observation that the 
leaves in the vicinity of the flowers 
were larger than elsewhere on the 
plant, and I found that to be true with 
my plant as well (Figures 3 and 4). 

In closing, one observation of two 
flowers is not much upon which to 
base a conclusion. However, my 
'Saotome' is clearly a Satsuki. I am 
not too concerned about a slight dif- 

ference in color or mid-May versus 
July blooming because Bob Stelloh is 
in Hendersonville, North Carolina 
and I am in Bethesda, Maryland, 
which translates to differences in lati-
tude, longitude, and altitude. Bob 
has been known to "sprinkle" things 
on his azaleas and, as a rule, I don't. 
There are more than enough cultural 
and environmental differences here 
to account for plant variation. Finally, 
with two flowers produced this year, 
I guess it could be said of my 
'Saotome' that it is not blind, only 
very "nearsighted." 

1.Lee, Frederic P. 1965. The Azalea 
Book. Princeton, New Jersey: D. Van 
Nostrand Company. 2nd reprint, 
1980. Little Compton, Rhode Island: 
Theophrastus Publishers. 

2.Galle, Fred C. 1985. Azaleas. Port-
land, Oregon: Timber Press. 

3. For more information about the 
roguing process, see "To Rogue or 
Not to Rogue," a Colloquium. THE 
AZALEAN. 17(4): 87-91. 

4. Tamura, Teruo. 1989. "Azaleas in 
Kurume — Monograph of Kurume Aza-
lea and its Relatives," Published Pro-
ceedings of the 1st International Azalea 
Festival. Ashishobo, Fukuoka, Japan. 

William C. Miller III, Co-Chairman of 
the ASA's Membership Committee and 
Chairman of the Public Information Com-
mittee, is a recipient of the Society's Dis-
tinguished Service Award and the 
Brookside Gardens Chapter's F. P. Lee 
Commendation. He is a past President of 
the Brookside Gardens Chapter, a former 
Vice President of the Society, a past mem-
ber of the ASA Board of Directors, a long 
time ASA member, and a frequent con-
tributor to THE AZALEAN. 
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Azaleas In Mexico 
Esther Salinas —Xicotepec, Mexico City, Mexico and Lake Conroe, Texas 

I have been a plant lover all my life. 
I inherited this love from my parents, 
and for many years I have been a 
garden club member which increased 
my knowledge and appetite for all 
kinds of species, among which of 
course were azaleas. I am a fairly new 
member of the Azalea Society of 
America. I have had the opportunity 
to garden in three different climates 
in Mexico — in Mexico City, in 
Xicotepec, in the state of Puebla, and 
in Acapulco — as well as in Lake 
Conroe in Texas. 

We live in Mexico City, at 7,000 feet 
above sea level in the lava flow area, 
and I grow many beautiful azaleas 
there. But we also have a property 
northeast of Mexico City, about three 
hours by car, on the Tuxpan, Veracruz 
Road near a little town called 
Xicotepec (pronounced "He cot a 
peck"). This is ideal azalea and ca-
mellia country, and this is where I 
propagate them and grow them on 
about 30 acres. 

The area is mountainous and 
wooded with oaks and sweet gums; 
bromeliads and orchids grow wild 
on them. There are lots of tree ferns, 
a few pine trees, and we grow cof-
fee. The altitude there is about 5,000 
feet above sea level, with a tremen-
dous drop just after one leaves the 
town towards the Gulf of Mexico. 
Since Xicotepec is above the coastal 
plain, it has plenty of humidity and 
rain. It is hot during spring, mild the 
rest of the year and during the cooler 
winter months we get occasional 
frosts at night. In all central Mexico 
we have the wet season from June to 
the end of October and the dry sea- 
son the rest of the year. In Xicotepec, 
however, as the humid air from the 
Gulf of Mexico hits the mountains, it 
rains often, or at least there is fre-
quent fog. 

I thought that azaleas as well as ca-
mellias probably had been intro-
duced to Mexico by the British who 
came to work the Pachuca silver 
mines, but recently I found out that 
they had been introduced to Mexico 
via the Nao de China, or "Chinese 
Galleons," that came regularly once 
a year, for 250 years, from the 16th to 
the 18th centuries from the Philip-
pines. The fleet of galleons, some of 
which were 3,000 tons, would leave 
Acapulco due South and about 12° 
North of the Equator would turn 
westward. Laden with silver coin 
minted in Mexico and making a stop 
in Guam, the crossing to Manila 
would take 90 days. The return trip 
took six months; they brought all 
sorts of silk, spices, porcelain, and 
other exotic oriental goods. This trip 
started northbound toward Japan 
and then eastward across the Pacific 
making their landfall in the North 
American continent near Cape 
Mendocino, California. From there 
they followed the currents and wind 
down the Californian and Mexican 
coastlines until they arrived in 
Acapulco where in December, Janu-
ary, and February there was a great 
fair at which the Manila fleet was 
joined by other fleets bearing mer-
chandise from Peru. Historians have 
said that this fair was second in im-
portance in the world only to the 
annual fair at Leipzig, Germany. The 
merchandise that did not stay in 
Mexico would be transported on 
muleback to the port of Veracruz on 
the Gulf of Mexico and be shipped to 
Spain. 

History aside, to increase the num-
ber of varieties of azaleas available 
in Mexico, about 1978, I imported 
several azalea plants of different va-
rieties from Nuccio in Altadena, Cali-
fornia. I have been propagating and 
growing them in Xicotepec since  

then. I have about 70 different vari-
eties. We propagate azaleas by cut-
tings in open beds. 

Now we have a lovely house there 
and the 30-acre gardens have been 
mainly planted with thousands of 
azaleas and camellias. The camellias 
(which I graft myself), I originally ob-
tained from Howard Asper, the well-
known camellia hybridizer, also from 
California. 

I grow Kurume, Gold Cup, Pericat, 
Southern Indian, Rutherford, Belgian 
Indian, Satsuki, and other hybrid aza-
leas, which provide us with a long 
flowering period. Only the Satsuki 
seem to bloom less. I do not grow 
species, but would like to do so, and 
I would like to have more spreading, 
cascading and groundcover types of 
azaleas to use in the landscape. I also 
grow them in hanging baskets. 

Our soil is on the acid side, and we 
grow them in leaf mold. We don't use 
peat moss because it is not easily 
available, and we fertilize only about 
twice a year with cotton-seed meal 
and/or an azalea-camellia fertilizer. 
It took me a long time to train my 
people to correctly prune for shape, 
since azaleas in Mexico were gener-
ally leggy, but they finally learned. 
Our main problem is grooming. Moss 
grows on their trunks because of the 
humidity, and, if not removed, can 
sometimes cause trunks or branches 
to die. Also, if the oak leaves that fall 
on them are not removed, they will 
form a mat, and the branches will 
root. Yes, form roots. Occasionally, 
some leaves will get azalea leaf gall, 
but we have no other pests. 

It is interesting to point out that 
azaleas in Mexico City do not have 
either problem, because it is drier due 
to the altitude. Another benefit is that 
in Mexico City we have some azalea 
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Continuing Society 
Concerns 

At the September 23rd Board of 
Directors teleconference meeting, 
three issues were raised that may 
have a big impact on the Society: 

1) photographic reproduction quality 
in THE AZALEAN; 

2) disposition of back issues of THE 
AZALEAN; and 

3) need to increase support of Azalea 
Projects at the National Arboretum. 

As the Society's journal, THE 
AZALEAN is the most visible and 
vivid image the Society presents to 
the public. It is also a key means to 
recruit new members. As such, it 

Society News 
needs to be of the highest quality, 
while using the most cost-effective 
processes. A committee has been 
formed of Don Hyatt, Art Vance, and 
Barbara Stump to examine potential 
methods that could improve the pho-
tographic quality. The group will re-
port to the board before the annual 
meeting in Charleston in 2000. A key 
issue in this group's work is to find 
the best sources for slides of azaleas 
within the membership. Members 
may provide feedback on this topic 
to Barbara Stump (contact informa-
tion page 67). 

Since requests for back issues seem 
to be low, the backlog in personal 
storage being handled by member 
Col. E.M. Sheffield is getting out of  

hand. Also, future electronic stor-
age of the text is available. The board 
suggested the Society develop a list 
of worthy institutions which could 
benefit from gifts of complete sets. 
The Chapters and At-large members 
should suggest institutions they con-
sider worthy. Make these requests 
to Jim Thornton. 

The most effective indication of the 
Society's sincere support of the U.S. 
National Arboretum's Azalea 
Projects would be for members to 
write a large number of personal let-
ters to their State Represetatives. 
Gen. Bryghte Godbold will be con-
tacting chapter presidents; At-large 
members can write directly. 

Azaleas in Mexico - continued 

plants, but there are lots of others 
that are not available. It is a problem 
to import plants to Mexico, so it is 
not easy to get new ones. Besides the 
troublesome permits we need the 
cooperation and personalized service 
of the sender, so we can retrieve them 
from customs at the airport as soon 
as possible. But as I said at the be-
ginning I am a plant lover and will 
do anything to get more! 

Three years ago in New Zealand I 
saw Vireyas for the first time, and I  

became very excited about them. I 
would like to grow some, and I am 
going to order some. I also have a 
home in Texas, near Lake Conroe, 
and that would be an easier place to 
have them sent to. I extend an invita-
tion to visit my place to anyone that 
is interested, just let me know. 

Esther Salinas lives in Mexico City and 
is a new member of the Azalea Society of 
America and the American Rhododendron 
Society, but she has been growing and 

propagating azaleas for many years. Her 
greatest hobbies are growing plants and 
flower arranging. She has been a garden 
club member since 1968 and belongs to 
clubs in Mexico and belonged to clubs in 
Houston when she lived there. She has 
been President of every club she's belonged 
to, as well as the Mexican Federation of 
Garden Clubs. At present, she is Presi-
dent of the Judges Council of Mexico 
City, and she is a member of the Board of 
Directors of the National Council of State 
Garden Clubs. 

Azaleas Online II 
Bob Stelloh — Hendersonville, North Carolina 

In the June issue, we showed several 
complete threads, or topics, that 
online members have been discuss-
ing. Here we summarize a few of the 
other 	threads 	on 	the 
<a...ae.2§E.A.a1._caa:ag. > maillist, and 
how to find them in the online ar-
chives.  [Editor's note: any text within 
angle brackets < > is something the com-
puter user would type in.] 

Cuttings Clearinghouse: Trade Mart 
Tom Hughes mentioned a wish for 

some Satsuki cuttings in a private mes-
sage to Bill McDavit, but sent it to the 
list by mistake. John Kaylor saw it, 
thought it would be a good idea to 
have a clearinghouse for such re-
quests, and coined the term Trade 
Mart. With some help from Nancy 
Swell's experience with an ephemeral 
seed exchange for the North Ameri-
can Rock Garden Society, John Brown  

developed the Trade Mart guidelines 
and is chairing the clearinghouse. It 
works like this: 

- you post a <[TM] Want Cuttings> 
e-mail to the list describing the plants 
you want and your mailing address 

- someone with those plants sends a 
private message to you, and you two 
work out the details via private e-
mail 
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- when someone sends some cuttings, 
they also post a <[TM] Sent Cuttings> 
e-mail to the list naming the cuttings 
and the recipient 

- the recipient posts a <[TM] Got Cut-
tings> e-mail to the list naming the 
cuttings and the sender. 

Maillist Conventions 
The <[TM]> at the beginning of the 

subject is an <azaleas@azaleas.org> 
convention to let readers know the 
general topic, so they can easily de-
lete it without taking the time to read 
it if they are not involved with cut-
tings. 

<[OT]> for off-topic is another con-
vention, to indicate an e-mail which 
is not directly related to azaleas, and 
<[admin]> indicates a message from 
the list owner to announce things such 
as a new feature. 

E-mail Attachments 
Most maillists do not accept attach-

ments to e-mail, as they are usually 
quite large compared to a normal e-
mail, and consume too much time to 
send them to all the subscribers at 
once. 	As 	of 	mid-July, 
<azaleas@azalea.org> accepted im-
ages and text file attachments. To 
solve the time problem, it removes 
the attachment from the e-mail, stores 
it on the computer, and puts its URL 
(Universal Resource Locator, or 
website address) at the end of the e-
mail. You can use that URL with your 
web browser to see the attachment. 

Little Fat Colored Satsuki Bible 
Bill McDavit made an offer to send 

a spreadsheet he had developed 
which indexes this book. If you have 
the book, you know why you need 
the spreadsheet. It lists the 850 Satsuki 
in the "Bible" in alphabetic order, 
with descriptions, and with page ref-
erences to the 340 of them in Galle's 
Azaleas. In the course of the thread, it 
was also rather well established that 
the plural of Satsuki is Satsuki. 

Petal Blight 
A lot of discussion indicated that, 

while picking off infected blossoms 
and also cleaning them off the ground 
is good, spraying with Bayleton at 
the first sign of bud color is the con-
trol practiced by most list members. 

Bloom Time 
There have been many e-mails on 

when the first azalea bloomed where 
this year, when the last azalea 
bloomed where, and what factors 
affect the time of bloom. So many that 
you will have to search the archives 
to look at them. 

E-mail Archives 
All <azaleas@azaleas.org> e-mail 

sent after April 1, 1999 is archived, 
and may be read at any time. To see 
the archives, use your browser to go 
to <http:i iwww.azaleas.org> and 
choose <Archives> from the pull 
down menu or click it at the bottom 
of the page. This goes to the archives 
page, which has links for each month 
as well as a search facility. 

To see the e-mails by date and 
thread (topic), click the link for the 
month of interest. That shows a page 
of e-mail subjects, authors and dates, 
ordered by date and subject. If an e-
mail is a reply to another e-mail with 
the same subject, it is shown under 
the original regardless of date. This 
makes it easier to follow a "thread" 
of e-mails on the same subject. Some-
times, however, an author will change 
the subject line slightly, which "breaks 
the thread" and puts it in date order. 
While computers are good with ex-
act matches, they generally don't 
handle "almost exact" matches well. 
You'll have to look around to be sure 
you've seen all the e-mail on the same 
or almost the same subject. 

Navigating within Archives: Clicking 
an e-mail in this list shows its com-
plete text and any attachments. Click-
ing your browser's <Back> button 

then returns to the index list. 

Search Tips: If you know a word or 
phrase that is apt to be in the e-mails 
you are interested in, you can do a 
search for that word or phrase. Type 
it into the search box and click 
<Search>. That shows a list of all the 
e-mails containing your search text, 
ordered by the number of matches 
for each. As with the date lists, click-
ing one shows that e-mail. 

The simplicity of the search box and 
button is deceptive, as computer 
searching is somewhat of an art, and 
how best to search is different for 
each website. This search has a long 
<Help> page which explains differ-
ent ways to find just those e-mails you 
are interested in—no more and no 
less. 

You may also review the archives 
via e-mail. To get started, send an 
empty e-mail to <azaleas-
index.1_500@azaleas. org> to get a 
list of all the e-mail subjects, authors 
and dates in the archive. When you 
see one that looks interesting, note 
its number, such as 287. To get it, send 
an empty email to <azaleas-get.287@  
azaleas.org>. Or, to get all the mes-
sages with that same subject, send an 
empty email to <azaleas-
thread.287@azaleas. org>. If you 
know you want to look at the entire 
thread, or keep it for future refer-
ence, that's much faster than visiting 
the archives, since the archives only 
show one e-mail at a time. 

While we have only been in busi-
ness for a few months, there are a lot 
of interesting discussions in the ar-
chives. Happy hunting! 
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Chapter News 
Ben Morrison Chapter 
Joan Sweeney, Newsletter Editor 
410-326-9328 
jlsweeneyusa@netscape.net  

The fall meeting held October 3 at 
Fairview Library, Calvert County, in-
cluded a panel discussion by mem-
bers about their irrigation systems. 
This was the third and final program 
on the 1999 theme of irrigation. Is-
sues addressed were: What have we 
learned this year about irrigation? 
What is the most practical, desirable, 
ecologically sound, and economical 
system for our gardens? What steps 
have each of us taken, or plan to take, 
to install an irrigation system? What 
further help can we offer each other? 

A re-cap of the May 1999 program 
by Rosa and Bob McWhorter on 
"Rain Drip" Watering System re-
ported the results of their eight-year 
experience with this system. They 
find it serviceable enough to recom-
mend it to others. They use water 
from their own well and were con-
cerned about the system possibly run-
ning the well dry. Several companies 
produce watering systems. They 
mixed components of each, since lo-
cal stores did not have all components 
of one product line. They have 
settled on the "Rain Drip" because it 
appears best in terms of quality, ca-
pability, and availability, while price 
is about the same as other brands. 

Advantages of the system are: ease 
of installation and repair, both of 
which are do-it-yourself. Watering is 
efficient, putting the desired quantity 
of water on the root system where it 
is needed. You can mix watering de-
vices. The system makes large scale 
watering easier, while conserving 
water. Cost is reasonable. The sys-
tem is durable and relatively prob-
lem-free. No cold-damage seems to 
have occurred. 

Disadvantages include: Tubing, in-
stalled on the ground surface, be-
comes visible as mulch moves and is 
absorbed into the ground. Installa-
tion involves a good deal of getting 
up and down. There are different 
watering devices (drippers, sprin-
klers, misters) to adjust, to control 
water volume and method of deliv-
ery. Small animals can chew holes in 
the tubing. As plants grow and root 
systems expand, the drippers need to 
be replaced with sprinklers. The 
manufacturer recommends draining 
the system in winter. 

Further references on this topic can 
be found in the back files of THE 
AZALEAN: "Raising a Rainbow [ir-
rigation system name], 20 (2): 30-32; 
"Watering from Your Deck," 19 (1):11; 
"Drought No More," 5 (1): 17-18. 

The Chapter Steering Committee 
(Bob and Bee Hobbs, Alan Jones, 
Deac Moore, Nuran Miller, and Joan 
Sweeney) asked for input, via e-mail, 
telephone, or U.S. mail, on topics of 
interest to members in the new cen-
tury. They plan to meet January 9 at 
the Calvert County Fairview Branch. 

Bob Hobbs' In Memory article from 
the September issue of THE 
AZALEAN was included to honor 
Frank White's memory. 

Next meeting is December 5, 1999, 
at Deac Moore's home in St. Leonard. 

Northern Virginia Chapter 
Frances Louer, Corresponding Secre-
tary 
703-754-2824 
louer@pgte.net  

A highlight of the August 8 meet-
ing was the annual plant auction, at 
which a plant bred by Bob Stewart 
was auctioned. Bob is planning to 
introduce this soon. Vice President 
Dave Nanney asked members for  

suggestions for future meetings. 
Ideas were: garden tours, programs 
on pruning azaleas, preparing for 
winter and for spring, and a possible 
plant acquisition program. 

The October 10 meeting program 
by L. Courtland Lee was titled "Aza-
leas, Boxwoods, Native Rocks and 
Flowers." Lee is owner and opera-
tor of the Boxlee Nursery in Glenn 
Dale, Maryland. He brought samples 
of each of these different companion 
plants, as well as some of his collec-
tion of unusual stones. 

[Ed. Note: In a forthcoming issue, we will 
reprint the full article included in this 
chapter newsletter on "Common and Im-
portant Azalea Pests," which referred to 
Azalea Bark Scale, Azalea Caterpillar, 
Azalea Leaf Miner, and Azalea Lace Bug. 
This is a nice overview. It is taken from 
the North Carolina State University web 
page. Their address is: http:/ 

,fpnwzvw.ncsu.8150/AG189/html  
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NEW MEMBERS 
AT-LARGE MEMBERS Don Regnell LOUISIANA CHAPTER Constance Criscuolo 
Ewin B. Jenkins 11502 Farmland Drive Central Bloomers Garden Club 13119 Chapel Hill Drive 
3301 Piney Street Rockville, MD 20852-4306 c/o Mrs. John Mc Allister Fredricksburg, VA 22407 
Decatur, AL 35603 Tele: 301-468-1594 16622 Weyanoke Drive Tele: 540-785-8666 

Zachary, LA 70791 
Jan Sorensen Gerhard Stickroth Tele: 225-261-9557 OCONEE CHAPTER 
Poppeltoften 17 Unit 28810 Box R 142 John Blackwell 
DK-8361 Hasselager, Denmark APO, AE 09264, 09264 Sharon G. Doyle 690 Brookfield Parkway 
Tele: +45-8628-7330 Tele: 0821 492654 350 Jackson Avenue Roswell, GA 30075 

Email:gerhard.stickroth@t-
online.de  

Mandeville, LA 70448 
Tele: 504-626-9677 

Tele: 770-643-1902 

BEN MORRISON CHAPTER Email:shccarondoyle@i-55.com  LA Leeann Connelly D.B.A. 
Mike Vision Tropical Pond & Garden 
957 Woodland Circle DALLAS CHAPTER 344 Linda Lane 
Annapolis, MD 21401 Sue P. John NORTHERN VIRGINIA West Palm Beach, FL 33405-3616 
Tele: 410-757-6828 25 Highland Park Village #100-555 Ms. Katherine Alverson Tele: 561-582-6554 

Dallas, TX 75205-2785 1118 Sayville Lane Emaillilypad@wwwiropicalpond.com  
Tele: 214-526-0007 McLean, VA 22101 

BROOKSIDE Tele: 703-847-5109 TRI-STATE 
GARDENS Email:KGAinVA@aol.com  David Cummings 
Paul S. James 3800 Bayou Creek Road 
1662 Naff Road Evansville, IN 47712 
Boom Mill, VA 24065 
Tele: 540-334-5783 Mr & Mrs Danny Fuquay 

8425 Schmuck Road. 
Evansville, IN 47712 
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R-EER CARDENS 
1280 Goodpasture Island Rd. 

Eugene, OR 97401 
ph: (541) 686-8266 

Send for our color catalog: 3 yr. subscription, $3 

zoiaiettitelszalea 'Lawrence Olson' 

and so t•tot.4 more... 
Offeringan extensive azalea collection 

Girard Yellow Porn-Porn 

,a/eletied, 
11 

BOX 428 • GENEVA, OHIO 44041 

Phone (216) 466-2881 	Fax (216) 466-3999 

A/ALEA MARI 
AZALEAS 

RHODODENDRONS 
RARE TREES 

and EVERGREENS 
UNUSUAL PLANTS 

MAIL ORDER CATALOG $3.00 

'Roslyn 
e74ursery 

DEPT C 	211 BURRS LANE "N- 

DIX HILLS, N.Y. 11746 

ADVERTISE IN THE 
AZALEA MART 

Advertising Rates per Issue 
1/18 page 	$12 
1/9 page 	 $20 
2/9 page 	 $36 
1/3 page 	 $50 
1/2 page 	 $75 
Full page 	5150 
Back Cover 	$250 

Color rates on request 
Send Copy or Write 

Barbara S. Stump, Editor 

• Rhododendrons • Evergreens • Holly • Seeds • Bonsai 
NEW GIRARD AZALEA INTRODUCTIONS 

GIRARD DOUBLE DECIDIOUS AZALEAS 	 GIRARD HARDY EVERGREEN AZALEAS 
Girard Red Porn-Porn - Red 	 Girard Saybrook Glory 
Girard Yellow Porn-Porn - Yellow 	 Girard National Beauty 
Girard Arista - orange, salmon pink, white 	 Girard Hot Shot 
Girard Wedding Bouquet - bicolor pink & white 	 Girard Fuschia 
Girard Pink Delight - double pink 	 Girard Renee Michele 

Growers of Many Native Rhododendrons and Azaleas 	Write for Free Color Catalog. 

ORIGINATORS AND GROWERS OF THE GIRARD"' GROUP OF HARDY EVERGREEN AND DECIDUOUS AZALEAS 
AND HARDY RHODODENDRONS. 

Azaleas 
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oftLIZCLO4 
UtSWLik4 

GROWERS OF RARE 

CAMELLIAS AND AZALEAS 

SINCE 1935 

HUNDREDS OF VARIETIES 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 

3555 CHANEY TRAIL 

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 6160 

ALTADENA, CALIFORNIA 91003 

(626) 794-3383 

INCORPORATED 

WHITE'S 
MRSERY 

LOCALLY GROWN AZALEAS 
OVER 75 VARIETIES 

22529 WILDCAT ROAD 

GERMANTOWN, MD 20874 

CALL: DEBBIE & MIKE WHITE 
(301) 831-9164 
(301) 972-3836 

garden information manager 
(gim, pronounced 'Jim') 

grin is the professional-quality plant 
information program for plant enthusiasts. 

gim turns a MacintoshTMcomputer into 
your complete plant information partner. 

Some of the details for each plant are 
when, where and how you got it, what it 
cost, its bloom time, size and colors, its 
culture, size history, "to do” notes, and 

even where it is in your garden. 

gim maps let you easily find a plant 
outside (great for replacing lost labels), 

watch your garden "grow" over time, and 
see what's in bloom through the year. 

gim prints any details any way you want 
them ,even labels- for any or all plants. 

Call today, toll-free, for full information. 

Oakhfil Nursery 1-800-GIM-0428 

David Leach Hybrid Rhododendron Cultivars 

Dick Jaynes Dwarf Kalmia Cultivars 

Ed Mezitt's Deciduous Azaleas 

Magnolias by David Leach and Phil Savage 

Shipping Available, 

Free List 

P.O. Box 293 
Deep River, Connecticut 06417 

PUSH EPETAPPA 
GARDENS 

(Formerly C & T Nursery) 

Rhododendrons 
for the lowland South 

Deciduous azaleas 
Robin Hill azaleas 
Mountain laurel 
Louisiana Irises 

Magnolias 

2317 Washington Street 
Franklinton, LA 70438 

(504) 839-4930 

Price list $1.00 

NATIVE AZALEAS 
(species, selections and hybrids) 

and hundreds of other 
southern trees, shrubs, 

perennials, vines, palms, 
ferns and grasses 

Mail order catalog 
$2.00 

WOODLANDERS, INC. 
1128 Colleton Avenue 

Aiken, SC 29801 

Shepherd Hill Farm 
„vf;;  

„6. • 
Sheph6ra. Hill FarA:i 

200 Peekskill Hollow Road 
Putnam Valley, NY 10579 

(914) 528-5917 
e-mail: bleyer@ix.netcom.com  

Growers of Rhododendrons and Azaleas 

Call or Write for Our New Catalog 

ASA BOOKSTORE 
All Timber Press 
Publications at 

Substantial 
Discount 

• Azaleas' by Fred Galle — $63 
• 'A Brocade Allow — Azaleas ofOldJapan'by Ito 

Ihei with an introduction by John L. Creech -
$15 

• 'Success With Rhododendros and Azaleas' by H. 
Edward Reiley — $27.50 

• Rhododendron Species Vol. IV AZALEAS' by H. 
H. Davidian — $47.50 

Allpostagepaid 

Please Inquire: 

Ms. Jean Cox 
5804 LaVista Drive 

Alexandria, VA 22310 
Phone:(703) 971-8669 

86 • THE AZALEAN/December 1999 



Boxlee 
Azaleas, Boxwoods, Cold 
Hardy Camelias, Native 

Plants 

Featuring the historic Glenn Dale Azaleas. 
and a wide selection of Native Azaleas. 
Satsukis and companion plants. Over a 

thousand azalea cultivars in stock. 
We have some of the most unusual 

landscaping stones available. Stop by and 
visit our extensive display gardens. 

Located in historic Glenn Dale 
Convenient to Washington, 
Baltimore, and Annapolis. 

6106 Hillmeade Road 
Glenn Dale, Maryland 
(301) 352-8757 

* Boxlee 

AZALEA TRICE 
450 VARIETIES 

The Best "DOERS' From Our 
Collection of Over 1500 Varieties 

Potted Plants (6", 8", 10" Pots) 
Grown in Calvert County. MD 

5510 Stephen Reid Road 
Huntingtown, MD 20639 
Phone: (301) 855-2305 

(410) 257-0837 

Members! 

Please 

Patronize 

Our Advertisers 

MONOGRAI'H 20 
NOW REVISED 

The Glenn Dale Azaleas 
Revised 

Richard T. West 
and 

William C. Miller III 

Revised cultivar descriptions 
Color Photographs 

Color name translations 
History of Glenn Dale program 

Order from: 

THE AZALEA WORKS 
7613 Quintana Court 
Bethesda, MD 20817 

(301) 365-0692 

$35.00 plus shipping 
and handling 

Maryland Residents 
add $1.75 sales tax 

Shipping and Handling 
USA $3.20 

Outside of the USA 
Please Inquire about Shipping and 

Handling 

Pay by Bank Check in U. S. Dollars 
or 

International Money Order 

Checks made out to 
THE AZALEA WORKS 

THE BELL BOOK 
A Companion to Monograph 20 

Indexes of Cultivar Names, PI Number, Bell Number Seed Lot Number 

and Sisterhood Tables for the Glenn Dale Azaleas 

Order from: 
THE AZALEA WORKS 

7613 Quintana Court 
Bethesda, MD 20817 

(301) 365-0692 
S22.00 plus shipping and handling; Maryland Residents add S1.10 sales tax 

Shipping  and Handling 
USA: S3.20 

Outside USA: please inquire 
about shipping and handling 

Pay by Bank Check in U.S. Dollars or 
International Money Order 

Checks made out to: 

THE AZALEA WORKS 

You are cordially invited 
to join the 

American 
Rhododendron 

Society 
Annual Subscription of 528 (USA) 

Benefits: quarterly journal, 
seed & pollen exchange, 

chapter affiliation, conventions. 

Dues may be sent to: 
Dee Daneri, Executive Director 

11 Pinecrest Drive 
Fortuna, CA 95540 USA 

ARS Home Page: 
http //www rhododendron org 

Rhododendron & Azalea News:  
http //members aol com /RandANews 

//news.html 
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PURSELL 
INCORPORATED 1904 

Not All Gardens 
Are Created Equal. 

It's no secret. Some gardens are better than others. Pursell's POLYON®Timed-Release 
Fertilizer is the ingredient that provides extended feeding for 3-6 months to give your plants 
rich, dark green leaves with big, beautiful blossoms. So for your azaleas, camellias, rhododendron 

and other lawn & garden needs, look for the POLYON ingredient on the label. 

Not all gardens are created equal ...and the reason is POLYON 
Timed-Release Fertilizer. Get the POLYON Advantage. 

For more information about Polyon. 
check our Internet Site at wwwfertilizencom or call 

our Customer Service at 800.874.8892. 
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