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The fall meeting held October 3 at 
Fairview Library, Calvert County, in-
cluded a panel discussion by mem-
bers about their irrigation systems. 
This was the third and final program 
on the 1999 theme of irrigation. Is-
sues addressed were: What have we 
learned this year about irrigation? 
What is the most practical, desirable, 
ecologically sound, and economical 
system for our gardens? What steps 
have each of us taken, or plan to take, 
to install an irrigation system? What 
further help can we offer each other? 

A re-cap of the May 1999 program 
by Rosa and Bob McWhorter on 
"Rain Drip" Watering System re-
ported the results of their eight-year 
experience with this system. They 
find it serviceable enough to recom-
mend it to others. They use water 
from their own well and were con-
cerned about the system possibly run-
ning the well dry. Several companies 
produce watering systems. They 
mixed components of each, since lo-
cal stores did not have all components 
of one product line. They have 
settled on the "Rain Drip" because it 
appears best in terms of quality, ca-
pability, and availability, while price 
is about the same as other brands. 

Advantages of the system are: ease 
of installation and repair, both of 
which are do-it-yourself. Watering is 
efficient, putting the desired quantity 
of water on the root system where it 
is needed. You can mix watering de-
vices. The system makes large scale 
watering easier, while conserving 
water. Cost is reasonable. The sys-
tem is durable and relatively prob-
lem-free. No cold-damage seems to 
have occurred. 

Disadvantages include: Tubing, in-
stalled on the ground surface, be-
comes visible as mulch moves and is 
absorbed into the ground. Installa-
tion involves a good deal of getting 
up and down. There are different 
watering devices (drippers, sprin-
klers, misters) to adjust, to control 
water volume and method of deliv-
ery. Small animals can chew holes in 
the tubing. As plants grow and root 
systems expand, the drippers need to 
be replaced with sprinklers. The 
manufacturer recommends draining 
the system in winter. 

Further references on this topic can 
be found in the back files of THE 
AZALEAN: "Raising a Rainbow [ir-
rigation system name], 20 (2): 30-32; 
"Watering from Your Deck," 19 (1):11; 
"Drought No More," 5 (1): 17-18. 

The Chapter Steering Committee 
(Bob and Bee Hobbs, Alan Jones, 
Deac Moore, Nuran Miller, and Joan 
Sweeney) asked for input, via e-mail, 
telephone, or U.S. mail, on topics of 
interest to members in the new cen-
tury. They plan to meet January 9 at 
the Calvert County Fairview Branch. 

Bob Hobbs' In Memory article from 
the September issue of THE 
AZALEAN was included to honor 
Frank White's memory. 

Next meeting is December 5, 1999, 
at Deac Moore's home in St. Leonard. 
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A highlight of the August 8 meet-
ing was the annual plant auction, at 
which a plant bred by Bob Stewart 
was auctioned. Bob is planning to 
introduce this soon. Vice President 
Dave Nanney asked members for  

suggestions for future meetings. 
Ideas were: garden tours, programs 
on pruning azaleas, preparing for 
winter and for spring, and a possible 
plant acquisition program. 

The October 10 meeting program 
by L. Courtland Lee was titled "Aza-
leas, Boxwoods, Native Rocks and 
Flowers." Lee is owner and opera-
tor of the Boxlee Nursery in Glenn 
Dale, Maryland. He brought samples 
of each of these different companion 
plants, as well as some of his collec-
tion of unusual stones. 

[Ed. Note: In a forthcoming issue, we will 
reprint the full article included in this 
chapter newsletter on "Common and Im-
portant Azalea Pests," which referred to 
Azalea Bark Scale, Azalea Caterpillar, 
Azalea Leaf Miner, and Azalea Lace Bug. 
This is a nice overview. It is taken from 
the North Carolina State University web 
page. Their address is: http:/ 

,fpnwzvw.ncsu.8150/AG189/html  
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