
President's Letter 
William F Bode — Covington, Louisiana 

Greetings of the Season to All: 

By the time you read this the Holidays 
and Holy Days may have passed. My 
wish to all of you is that they were memo-
rable. 

Even in the world of Y2K there are good 
times and bad times as this letter will re-
flect. Good news first. A Board of Direc-
tors meeting was held September 23, 
1999, by teleconferencing. This was the 
first held after the approval of the board 
in April 1999. Comments by the partici-
pants were favorable [on the format], and 
I feel that a good bit of work was accom-
plished. Most of the items/motions had 
to do with procedural matters in the 
board meetings. The items that most af-
fected the membership are: 

a. The reaffirmation of the motion sub-
mitted by Robert Stelloh at the board meet-
ing in April concerning the discount for 
prepayment of dues. While all members 
responding during the teleconference re-
membered that there was unanimous ap-
proval, there was no entry in the official 
minutes of that meeting. 

b. Beginning in the year 2000, major 
credit cards will be accepted from new 
members and renewing members as a 
form of payment. 

In the other good news, Convention 
2000 will be held in Charleston, South 

On the Cover: 
Azalea cultivar Rhododendron 'Rain-
bow Flame', developed by Mike 
Creel, who works for the South Caro-
lina Department of Natural Re-
sources when not breeding and se-
lecting native azaleas. This a a cross 
of R. 'Big Orange Truss' (the seed 
parent) with a fragrant, stolonifer-
ous yellow seeding of R. 'Yellow 
Choptank', both from Transplant 
Nursery of Lavonia, Georgia. Creel 
reports the first bloom was in April 
of this year, and that it has no no-
ticeable fragrance, but it is too early 
to tell if it is stoloniferous. 

Carolina, in March. Plans are about com-
plete. Mr. Robert (Buddy) Lee is conven-
tion chairman and the Louisiana Chap-
ter will act as host. 

The bad news is: Membership is down. 
So what else is new? Now being privy to 
the files of the Society, I find that has been 
a problem since 1990, and that every 
president or his designee has tried to 
bring a plan to the membership to rem-
edy the situation. I was part of that group 
in the recent past. After considerable re-
search in the Society's files, I believe that 
plans are needed as guidelines, but the 
membership must be moved to follow. 
This is in no way a criticism of any mem-
ber or officer of the Society. It is simply a 
matter of fact that if those who want to be 
led will be led, there will be progress; if 
not, matters will stand in the status quo. 
In organizations such as ours, demand 
and command alone do not work. I men-
tioned above that this problem has pre-
sented itself to those who preceded me, 
and they presented good marketing 
plans — but membership did not choose 
to follow. 

My plan is simplistic: You all have the 
greatest marketing tool. It is a smile and 
a handshake. That takes only one hand. 
Why not extend the other hand - with a 
green membership application in it? 
New Year, New Century, Go get 'ern! 

Looking forward to seeing you in 
Charleston. Come to think of it, bring 
along a new member to introduce prop-
erly to the best the Society has to offer. 

Bill Bode 

Erratum 

My sincere apologies for incorrectly 
referring to Mr. Allison Fuqua in the 
September issue of THE AZALEAN. 
Please see his article on page 75, as 
promised. 

The Editor 

Azalea Society 
of America 

The Azalea Society of America, organized 
December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the 
District of Columbia, is an educational and 
scientific non-profit association devoted to 
the culture, propagation and appreciation 
of azaleas Subgenera Tsutsusi and 
Pentanthera of the genus Rhododendron in the 
Heath family (Ericaceae). 

Officers for 1999 - 2000 
President William Bode 

Vice-President Joseph E. Schild, Jr. 
Secretary 
Treasurer Robert Stelloh 

Immediate 
Past-President James 0. Thornton 

Directors  
Terms Expire in 2000 

Robert Lee 
Maarten van der Giessen 

Stephen Schroeder 

Terms Expire in 2001 
Gen. Bryghte Godbold 

Donald Hyatt 
Col. Murray Sheffield 

Chapter presidents serve as 
ex-officio directors 

Chapters  
Brookside Gardens 	 Richmond, VA 
(chartered Aug. 1979) 	(chartered Aug. 1979) 
Dianne Gregg, Pres. 	Frank J. Digney, Pres. 

Ben Morrison 
	

Northern Virginia 
(chartered May 1980) 
	

(chartered May 1980) 
H. Joseph Miller, Pres. 	Dan Krabill, Pres. 

Louisiana 
	

Tri-State 
(chartered June 1981) 
	

(chartered Oct. 1981) 
W. Larry Brown, Ph.D., Pres. 	Greg Wedding, Pres. 

Dallas Chapter 
	

Oconee Chapter 
(chartered May 1989) 
	

(chartered Nov. 1991) 
Roby Odom, Pres. 	 Mike McNeal, Pres. 

Regular membership is open to all inter-
ested parties for an annual contribution of 
$25.00; life membership for an individual is 
$500.00. Members receive THE AZALEAN 
and are eligible for participation in all activi-
ties of the Society including those of the chap-
ter with which the member affiliates. For 
information and a membership application, 
write to the Membership Committee, 
Azalean Society of America, P.O. Box 34536, 
West Bethesda, MD 20827-0536. 
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