
Brookside Gardens Chapter vice president Mary Rutley (left) presented the 
Frederic P. Lee Commendation for 1999 to joint recipients Bob and 

Bee Hobbs at the chapter's annual meeting, December 6,1999. 
Photograph by William Miller. 

Chapter News 
Ben Morrison Chapter 
Joan Sweeney, Newsletter Editor 

February 6, Don Voss presented 
an illustrated talk on evergreen aza-
leas at London Town Gardens, 
Edgewater, Maryland. The talk was 
based on the article printed in the 
December 1999 issue of THE 
AZALEAN, "The Growth Cycle of 
Evergreen Azaleas." He described 
his "timeline" of foliage and flower 
development that shows what gar-
deners should expect from the ev-
ergreen azalea at each season of 
the year. 

The chapter's Steering Commit-
tee met Sunday, January 9, 2000 in 
the Fairview Library, Calvert 
County. Topics of discussion in-
cluded: future plans and programs 
for the chapter, scheduling and lo-
cations of meetings, members 
authoring articles for THE 
AZALEAN, publicity for chapter 
activities, and the possibility of a 
chapter website. The Steering Com- 

mittee requested input from mem-
bers through their newsletter about 
these topics. 

Brookside Gardens Chapter 
Diane Gregg, President and 
Newsletter Editor 

The chapter honored Bob and 
Bee Hobbs with the annual Frederic 
P. Lee award for their 10 years of 
able editing work on THE 
AZALEAN. The Society was very 
fortunate to have their services all 
that time. They are super people as 
well. We look forward to working 
with the new editor, Barbara 
Stump. 

The annual election resulted in 
the current officers continuing on 
for another year. Officers are: Presi-
dent: Diane Gregg; Vice-President: 
Mary Rutley; Secretary: Roberta 
Hagen; and Treasurer: Dottie 
Murphree. 

The chapter voted to donate 
$2,000.00 to the Society to help Bob 
Stelloh develop the ASA website. 
Perhaps other chapters could also 
contribute; this is a very worthwhile 
project. 

Our excellent speaker, Dr. Rob 
Griesbach, Research Geneticist in 
the Research Unit of the US Na-
tional Arboretum, tried to teach us 
the genetic science of azalea color. 
Some of us got it; others at least un-
derstood the complexity of the sub-
ject. We all understood the very in-
teresting nonscientific discussions. 
One particular subject close to our 
hearts was a possible way to get 
some Arboretum research on petal 
blight. 

[The chapter's local calendar 
items are listed in the Society Cal-
endar, p. 4.] One note about the 
Annual Azalea Flower Show at the 
Landon School Azalea Festival May 
5-7: This is an all-azalea horticul-
tural show with no judged arrange-
ments. Everyone is encouraged to 
enter the show. The chapter wants 
more people to participate, so all 
people near Washington, DC, espe-
cially Ben Morrison and Northern 
Virginia chapters, think about win-
ning blue ribbons for your prized 
azaleas. 

Oconee Chapter 
Frank Bryan, Newsletter Editor 

The chapter is working on an ar-
ticle about varying expert opinion 
as to how to adapt pH for azaleas. 
This will appear in a forthcoming 
issue. 

Next meeting is March 5, during 
which the chapter will revise the 
University of Georgia azalea slide 
program. 

March 2000/THE AZALEAN • 17 


