
President's Letter 
William F. Bode — Covington, Louisiana 

Azalea Society of 
America 

In my last letter in the last issue 
of THE AZALEAN, a plan was put 
forward to help increase our mem-
bership. Very simple, one might even 
say simplistic. Hopefully you recall 
"A smile and a handshake." It 
works, and it worked for me. In a 
blatant plagiarism, "How do you 
measure success?" as applied to our 
situation of seeking members, "One 
contact at a time." 

My wife's and my Christmas 
present to one another was a trip to 
visit children and grandchildren 
who live in Florida, North Carolina, 
and Virginia. On this meandering 
trip, I was able to talk to several past 
presidents of the Society about an-
other matter. More importantly, I 
was able to visit North Carolina 
State's J.C. Raulston Arboretum at 
Raleigh. I looked forward to this 
visit in view of its relation to the 
Carla Hybrids and Dr. Richard 
Stadtherr. Two things stand out in 
my memory of this visit: 1) The wel-
come was wonderful, since the em-
ployees and docents talked will-
ingly, even through a break, about  

plants, people,. organizations with a 
person they did not know from 
Adam. As one would expect, they 
were both knowledgeable and prac-
tical. 2) They told me they had not 
heard of the Azalea Society of 
America until three or four years 
ago, but they eagerly talked of their 
own azalea sale, held in the spring 
by the Gardeners of Wake County. 
This sale offers 12,000 to 15,000 plants 
from about 100 varieties. Are you as 
amazed as I was? 

These good folks put me in touch 
with the president of Gardeners of 
Wake County, and we had a delight-
ful and informative phone conver-
sation. We decided that both would 
benefit from an exchange of infor-
mation about our organizations. By 
the by, that garden club has over 300 
members! All this potential for ASA 
from one contact! This will most cer-
tainly not solve our problem of un-
der-recognition as a specialty plant 
society, but consider what 10 such 
contacts — or 100 contacts could do. 
How do you measure success? One 
contact at a time! 

The Azalea Society of America, organized 
December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the 
District of Columbia, is an educational and 
scientific non-profit association devoted to 
the culture, propagation and appreciation 
of azaleas Subgenera Tsutsusi and 
Pentanthera of the genus Rhododendron in 
the Heath family (Ericaceae). 

Officers for 1999 - 2000 
President William Bode 

Vice-President Joseph E. Schild, Jr. 
Secretary 
Treasurer Robert Stelloh 

Immediate 
Past-President James 0. Thornton 

Directors  
Terms Expire in 2000 

Robert Lee 
Maarten van der Giessen 

Stephen Schroeder 

Terms Expire in 2001 
Gen. Bryghte Godbold 

Donald Hyatt 
Col. Murray Sheffield 

Chapter presidents serve as 
ex-officio directors 

Chapters 

Brookside Gardens 
(chartered Aug. 1979) 
Dianne Gregg, Pres. 

Ben Morrison 
	

Northern Virginia 
(chartered May 1980) 
	

(chartered May 1980) 
H. Joseph Miller, Pres. 	Dan Krabill, Pres. 

Louisiana 
	

Tri-State 
(chartered June 1981) 
	

(chartered Oct. 1981) 
W. Larry Brown, Ph.D., Pres. 	Greg Wedding, Pres. 

Dallas Chapter 
	

Oconee Chapter 
(chartered May 1989) 
	

(chartered Nov. 1991) 
Roby Odom, Pres. 	 Mike McNeal, Pres. 

Regular membership is open to all inter-
ested parties for an annual contribution of 
$25.00; life membership for an individual is 
$500.00. Members receive THE AZALEAN 
and are eligible for participation in all activi-
ties of the Society including those of the chap-
ter with which the member affiliates. For 
information and a membership application, 
write to the Membership Committee, 
Azalean Society of America, P.O. Box 34536, 
West Bethesda, MD 20827-0536. 

On the Cover 

William C. Miller III 
gives us this amazing 
sight to be seen on tour 
during the Society's 
convention in Charles-
ton, March 22-24. Here 
you see azaleas grow-
ing right on the edge of 
a cypress swamp at Cy-
press Gardens. 

(Bob Stelloh provided me the following marvelous 
quote from 200 years ago, showing that discussion 
of when a new millenium starts is a long-term ques-
tion.— Ed] 

"We have uniformly rejected all letters and de-
clined all discussion upon the question of when 
the present century ends, as it is one of the most 
absurd that can engage the public attention, 
and we are astonished to find it has been the 
subject of so much dispute, since it appears 
plain. The present century will not terminate 
till January 1, 1801, unless it can be made out 
that 99 are 100... It is a silly, childish discus-
sion, and only exposes the want of brains of 
those who maintain a contrary opinion to that 
we have stated." 

The (London] Times, 26 December 1799 
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