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For the period April 1, 1999 to March 
31, 2000, I submit the following report. 
Twenty-three letters were received from 
13 states and three non-North American 
countries (England, Norway, and Ger-
many). The most mail came from Florida. 
April, June, and August were the busiest 
months for correspondence. While the 
number of incoming letters dropped off 
very significantly when compared to pre-
vious years, it was more than made up 
for by e-mail traffic. With the growth of 
the ASA's e-mail list and the advent of 
the "Ask Us" module of the ASA's offi-
cial website, some who would have pre-
viously written letters are now using the 
electronic facilities. 

Annual Mass Mailing of ASA 
Brochures 

A mass mailing of more than 1100 
membership brochures (hand addressed 
during the month of November) was 
posted during the last week in Decem-
ber, 1999. Special thanks to Bee and Bob 
Hobbs for the pre-processing and the 
actual mailing at the North Beach, Mary-
land, post office. The mass mailing ac-
tivity would not have been possible with-
out Bee and Bob. 

Last year at this time, I issued a special 
plea to all you folks who operate nurser-
ies and belong to state, regional, or local 
associations (e.g., Southern Nurseryman 
Association or local garden clubs). I 
asked that you please send me copies of 
your membership listings so that I could  

target our mass mailings to such groups. 
I want to thank the two gentlemen (you 
know who you are) who took the trouble 
to do what I asked. Now... what about 
the rest of you? 

A New Brochure and a Distribution 
Program 

It was necessary to revise and reprint 
the ASA membership brochure that was 
three years old and out of date. On 
March 3, 2000, the printer delivered an 
improved, tan colored brochure on 
schedule. Working supplies of the new 
brochure were either mailed directly to 
the ASA chapters or hand delivered to 
chapter representatives who attended 
the ASA National Meeting in Charles-
ton. All of the local chapters have now 
been provided with brochures to use in 
their public outreach programs. 

In 1999, Jim Thornton proposed and 
Bob Stelloh developed a voluntary ASA 
brochure distribution program. In a sur-
vey that he conducted, he asked who 
would be willing to display ASA bro-
chures at their places of business and 
who would be willing to include an ASA 
brochure in azalea orders. The response 
was quite positive, so positive that it ex-
ceeded the number of (old) brochures that 
I had on hand. Given that a new bro-
chure was in the making, I decided to 
delay implementation of the new pro-
gram until such time as the new brochure 
was available. On March 12th, I sent a 
personal letter to each of the 24 individu- 

als who had responded favorably, and 
on March 16th a supply of brochures was 
mailed to each participant. Since there 
was no way to estimate how many bro-
chures everyone could use beneficially, I 
selected an arbitrary number that I sus-
pected would be too great for some and 
not enough for others. We will learn from 
this first distribution and adjust accord-
ingly based on feedback. My thanks to 
the folks who have recognized that, in 
the final analysis, we are all ASA ambas-
sadors-at-large. 

Finally, with the recent activation of the 
"Join Us" module on the ASA website, it 
is now possible for people to join the ASA 
electronically and to pay for it with a 
credit card. I predict the "electronic 
means" will have an ever-increasing im-
pact on the ASA. 

Early Warning of New Members 
Effective immediately, the Membership 

Committee will begin notifying chapter 
representatives by e-mail of all new mem-
bers. This early and unofficial notice will 
be before the data is entered into the ASA 
database. In the past, the chapters were 
the last to learn of any new members due 
to the logistics of the process. Unfortu-
nately, that often translated into a sig-
nificant delay measured in weeks. This 
early notification will avoid that prob-
lem, and the chapters will be able to wel-
come their new members in a more timely 
fashion. The official notification process 
will continue to run its course as well. 

Two Prizes for Best Article In THE AZALEAN for 1999 
Barbara Stump — Editor 

The Azalea Society of 
America has been blessed 
with a number of thought-
provoking and well-written 
contributions from many 

members throughout this past publish-
ing year. The membership voted, both 
via e-mail and at the 2000 Convention in 
Charleston, South Carolina, from among 
21 fine candidates. The voting tally was 
the highest in recent years. 

Results showed two articles as clear 
tied leaders above the rest, and indicate 
the membership's twin interests in ever-
green and native azaleas. This year's re-
cipients were: 

• Donald H. Voss for his article "The 
Growth Cycle of the Evergreen 
Azaleas," (pages 70-72, 74 in the 
December issue) 

• Tom Dodd III for his article "Breeding 
and Propagating Native Azaleas," 
(pages 46-47 in the September issue). 

Both have received handsome certifi-
cates created by Bob Hobbs as well as 
checks for $50. The Society thanks them 
for their work on our behalf in helping 
continue our educational mission. 
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