
Chapter News 
Ben Morrison Chapter 

[This entry has been complied from sev-
eral sources. The new chapter President's 
Message is printed in its entirety mainly 
because it shows such a typical profile of 
why ASA membership is so valuable, Ed..1 

The chapter has been very active as 
can be seen by the gift to the London 
Town Gardens [see Azalea Gardens 
section], the Exceptional Service to the 
Switers, and publication of a newslet-
ter June 28. 

July 9, the chapter held their annual 
cutting picnic at Wake Robin, the 
home of Nuran and Joe Miller. Mem-
bers exchanged evergreen azalea cut-
ting and a potted azalea or compan-
ion plant. The chapter elected new of-
ficers for the year July 9, 2000 through 
July 9, 2001. 	They are: Bob 
McWhorter, President; Joseph Miller, 
Vice President; Carol Flowers, Secre-
tary; Dale Flowers, Treasurer. Nuran 
Miller thanked her chapter friends for 
the beautiful bouquet of flowers and 
all the good wishes sent during her re-
cent illness. 

New President Bob McWhorter sent 
in his President's Letter as well as ask-
ing for suggestions from the Society 
on effective membership recruitment 
activities. Expanding membership is 
his major goal. 

President's Message 
As the new President of the Ben 

Morrison Chapter, I would like to in-
troduce myself and my wife Rosa. I 
am a retired Maryland State Police 
Lieutenant and currently serve as the 
Commander of the Herman L. 
Toulson Correctional Boot Camp. I 
have lived in Anne Arundel County 
nearly all my life. Rosa was an el-
ementary school teacher and is now a 
Project Manager for the Office of Na-
val Intelligence. We have been mar-
ried 32 years. We have a son and 
daughter and two grandsons. 
Throughout our marriage we have 
shared gardening as a principal hobby. 

We share a love of azaleas and rhodo-
dendrons. 

We have been in our second home 
for 13 years and, as you might guess, 
many of our azaleas are as old. Rosa 
and I joined the ASA in 1997. We dis-
covered the organization through a 
magazine advertisement or garden 
catalog. We joined the ASA hoping to 
learn more about the plants we love 
and to make friends with others with 
an interest in an appreciation of aza-
leas. We expected to meet "experts" 
in the techniques of hybridization, 
propagation, and culture of azaleas. In 
fact, we felt a little intimidated as we 
headed off to our first meeting with 
the Ben Morrison Chapter. We felt this 
way because we are not very knowl-
edgeable about these things and did 
not know how we would be received. 

Chapter members warmly received 
us and the process of making lasting 
friends began immediately. Since that 
time we have found that the ASA and 
our Ben Morrison Chapter really do 
educate the novice and inexperienced 
gardener. Information is freely ex-
changed and guest speakers have 
added greatly to our knowledge and 
enjoyment of meetings. 

All this has led me to regard the 
ASA, and the Ben Morrison Chapter, 
as among the community's best-kept 
secrets! I find myself asking why 
doesn't more of our membership at-
tend chapter meetings? Azaleas sell 
themselves. Membership in our soci-
ety is rewarding for all azalea lovers 
regardless of "expertise." I also ask 
why isn't membership growing? Rosa 
and I joined the society to have fun 
and to make friends. To see other gar-
dens and to appreciate the work that 
went into creating them. To steal a few 
ideas that might make our gardens 
more enjoyable. As president of the 
chapter I will promote these and all 
of the aims of the ASA and Ben 
Morrison Chapter. 

I will soon contact each member ask-
ing for suggestions, ideas, and per-
haps their help. I am enthusiastic 
about my new role and am optimistic 
about the expansion of the chapter and 
the fun we will have along the way. 

On behalf of the membership of the 
Ben Morrison Chapter, I want to thank 
Joe Miller, now Vice-President and 
wife Nuran; Dale and Carol Flowers 
who serve as Secretary and treasurer; 
and Joan Sweeney who is the Editor 
of our newsletter. The BM Chapter is 
the result of their contribution of time, 
talent and effort, and tat of all past 
chapter officers. I thank Bob and Bee 
Hobbs for nominating me for the po-
sition. I thank my wife Rosa for her 
daily support and encouragement. I 
give all of you my commitment to do 
my very best. 

Sincerely, 

Bob McWhorter — 
Gambrills, Maryland 
mcwho@erols.com  
410-987-3348 

Brookside Gardens Chapter 
Dianne Gregg — Potomac, Maryland 
glassnob@aol.com  
301-299-6456 

Here is the Spring 2000 news: The 
chapter had three azalea sales this 
spring; one at the US National Arbo-
retum in early April, one at a local 
school the second weekend in May, 
and one at Brookside Gardens at the 
end of May. These sales were able to 
cover the early-, medium-, and late-
bloomers. 

Our annual Azalea Show at the 
Landon Azalea Garden Festival was 
the first weekend in May. Bill Miller 
cornered the big awards this year. He 
won the Sweepstakes for the most 
blue ribbons and won the Best in Show 
with R. 'Cattleya', a Kurume intro-
duced in the US in 1917 by the Domoto 
Brothers Nursery in California. 
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Our whole chapter gets involved 
with the Azalea Show. Margaret Vogel 
was our able Chairman. Janet and Bill 
Miller, Mary Rutley, Debbie White, 
Judy Stembel, Bobbie McCeney, 
Charlie Evans, and Dianne Gregg 
were all committee chairpersons. 
Mike White donated the azaleas for 
the judges' gifts. Gwen Johnson, Se-
nora Simpson, Frank Sharpnack and 
Ruby Wingate created invitational ar-
rangements. 

We had two outstanding speakers 
tis spring at our chapter meetings. 
One was chapter member Bill 
Johnson, who spoke on the history 
and major renovation of the gardens 
at Hillwood, the estate of the late 
Marjorie Merriweather Post. Our June 
speaker was Joel Lerner, who spoke 
on the "Basic Principals of Landscape 
Design with Applications for Shade 
Gardens." 

Our annual Plant Auction will be 
held at the US National Arboretum on 
October 14. Bill Johnson is the Chair-
man and Bill Miller will be the auc-
tioneer. If anyone in the Washington, 
DC area would like to donate a plant, 
contact Dianne Gregg or Bill Miller. 

Northern Virginia Chapter 
Frances Louer —Haymarket, Virginia 
louerp@gte.net  
703-754-2824 

News from the July issue of the July 
2000 issue of "The Azalea Clipper": The 
April 9 business meeting covered roll-
ing over the chapter's certificate of 
deposit, Barry Sperling's plans for the 
garden tour held May 6, and presen-
tations by Frances Louer, Phil Louer, 
and Don Hyatt about the Charleston 
national convention and the garden 
tours. Then Bob Stewart and Joe 
Klimawicz showed some of the new 
azaleas they have developed and are 
considering for introduction. 

The May garden tour was a great 
success. Ten members visited gardens 
of Larry Martin, Alice Pearson, Don 
Voss, Jane Newman, and Carolyn 
Beck. 

The annual cutting exchange was 
held at the July 16th meeting held at 
Spring Gardens Parks. The chapter 
had approved expenditure of up to 
$200 to purchase 21 plants from 
Nuccios for this occasion. All 21 were 
Nuccio hybrids, of varying and un-
known hardiness. Four members -
Bruno Kaelin, Joe Klimawicz, Frances 
Louer, and Dan Krabill — are caring 
for these plants that came from south-
ern California. In two to three years, 
once chapter members have all gotten 
cuttings, the chapter will auction off 
the stock plants. 

The newsletter contained a one-
page summary of how to propagate 
by cuttings. President Dan Krabill 
asked again for chapter members to 
list azalea varieties they would like to 
obtain, since response has been so low. 
Contact him at 703-534-7441 (or 
Dkrabil@securagroup.com) or write 
him at 6009 Copley Lane, McLean, VA 
22101. He will fill the request from his 
own yard or from another chapter 
member's. 

Oconee Chapter 
Frank Bryan — Lithonia, Georgia 
steveriver@aol.com  
770-760-1569 

June 17, the chapter held its annual 
azalea cutting and swap party at the 
home of Dr. Ben Reid in Stockbridge, 
Georgia. His extensive collection of 
20,000 azaleas, induding 300 different 
Glenn Dale varieties and many 
Satsuki, provided a wealth of plant 
material. 

August 13, the chapter reviewed the 
current status of the slide series 
"Growing Azaleas," which is a revi-
sion of a 1981 Cooperative Extension 
Service (CES) slide set and script. Af-
ter six previous drafts, a six-page 
script and 77 slides were ready for 
chapter review and comment. The 
selection process was tough; thou-
sands of slides came from the collec-
tions of Frank Bryan, Richard Clapp, 
Allison Fuqua, Jim Thornton, and the 
CES, with some other specifically pho- 

tographed to fill in gaps. Allison 
Fuqua (the chapter's "Guru" on Aza-
leas) and Gary Wade of the CES and 
University of Georgia both reviewed 
the script. 

Topics in the slide program include: 
temperature zones in Georgia; flower 
forms, patterns, and characteristics; 
common varieties, such as Kurume 
and Southern Indian; examples of 
other azalea hybrid groups with flow-
ers with unique characteristics, such 
as Glenn Dale, Back Acres, Robin Hill, 
Kehr, Pennington, Linwood, Satsuki, 
Pericat, and Encore; native on the lat-
ter category, especially some rather 
controversial issues relating to fertil-
izing and planting and to see if chap-
ter members have other slides that 
need to go into the program. 

Plans for the series are to make it 
available in a variety of formats. It will 
be produced in standard slide tray for-
mat for presentation at garden club 
meetings and other groups through-
out Georgia. He introductory and 
commentary and word slides will be 
developed in Power Point computer 
software with digitized slides so that 
the program can be presented using 
LCD format computer projector. Fi-
nally, it will be put on the University 
of Georgia's website. 

If you would like to review a copy 
of the script, contact Frank Bryan, 8322 
Pleasant Hill Road, Lithonia, GA 3058 
(Phone 770-760-1569; e-mail, 
steveriver@aol.com). 

Tri-State Chapter 
Robin Hahn — Evansville, Indiana 
812-985-9388 

Mr. Robin Hahn was elected the 
chapter's new president. He and 
member John Migas are working to 
rejuvenate the chapter and its pres-
ence in the area. The chapter holds 
two meetings a year, one in the spring, 
which included a garden tour this 
year, and one in the fall planed for 
mid-November this year. 
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