
President's Letter 
William F. Bode —Covington, Louisiana 

Last week, when I was reminded 
that the time had arrived to send to 
you my column about the Society and 
its business for the next issue of THE 
AZALEAN, I went back to some of the 
previous issues to look for a subject 
that had not been discussed and could 
be a column to stir hearts and souls, 
to make you want to have a big pa-
rade with floats and bands to proclaim 
Eureka! Well, I didn't find it so I will 
not write that column. 

What I did find was one topic that 
has been belabored and belabored: 
Increase the membership, we must 
grow! This was pointedly brought out 
in a Board of Directors meeting when 
the membership decline was brought 
up. General Bryghte Godbold made 
the comment "let us forget this bigness 
thing, let us concentrate on the mis-
sion of our Society"! That comment 
sparked a discussion that turned out 
to be a learning session for all of the 
members. It pointed out to us that the 

Errata 

Last issue should have carried, below 
the masthead title, number and date, as: 
THE AZALEAN 
Volume 22 Number 2 June 2000 

p. 28, column 3, end of first sentence in 
the first full paragraph: The term should 
be specific epithet. 

2000 Roster Corrections 

A few errors and omissions occured in 
the recent ASA Roster for 2000. We 
apologize for any inconvenience caused. 

new electronic additions with all of 
their technical brilliance were ancil-
lary to the voice of the Society's mis-
sion — THE AZALEAN. 

The continued improvement in the 
presentation of the articles, printing 
style, and color improvement are all 
due to a lot of hard work and im-
proved technology. How would you 
react if one day THE AZALEAN was 
delivered to you with a beautiful pic-
ture on the front, a list of officers, our 
mission statement, and nothing else 
but blank pages? Farfetched?? 

We have improved a lot of things but 
not the submission of articles for print. 
This is OUR voice. Let it be heard loud 
and clear. I would ask you to think 
about a blank page journal and then 
find what you can contribute, whether 
it be an article or the name of a person 
who could and would produce one. 

Remember, it's OUR voice. 

Add to your roster listing: 

Bob & Rosa McWhorter 
1666 Preakness Drive 
Gambrills, MD 21054-1150 
410-987-3348 
mcwho@erols.com   

Revise in your rosters: 
Chapter Officers 

Ben Morrison 
President Robert McWhorter 

Oconee Chapter 
President Mike McNeal 

Tri-State 
President Robin Hahn 

Azalea Society 
of America 

The Azalea Society of America, organized 
December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the 
District of Columbia, is an educational and 
scientific non-profit association devoted to 
the culture, propagation and appreciation 
of azaleas Subgenera Tsutsusi and 
Pentan thera of the genus Rhododendron in the 
Heath family (Ericaceae). 

Officers for 1999 - 2000 
President — William Bode 

Vice-President — Joseph E. Schild, Jr. 
Secretary 

Treasurer — Robert Stelloh 
Advertising — James 0. Thornton 

Directors  
Terms Expire in 2000 

Robert Lee 
Maarten van der Giessen 

Stephen Schroeder 

Terms Expire in 2001 
Gen. Bryghte Godbold 

Donald Hyatt 
Col. Murray Sheffield 

Chapter presidents serve as 
ex-officio directors 

Chapters 

Brookside Gardens 
(chartered Aug. 1979) 
Dianne Gregg, Pres. 

Ben Morrison 
	

Northern Virginia 
(chartered May 1980) 
	

(chartered May 1980) 
Robert McWhorter, Pres. 	Joseph Klimavicz, Pres. 

Louisiana 
	

Tn-State 
(chartered June 1981) 
	

(chartered Oct. 1981) 
Vincent J. Ciolino, Pres. 	 Robin Hahn, Pres. 

Dallas Chapter 
	

Oconee Chapter 
(chartered May 1989) 
	

(chartered Nov. 1991) 
Roby Odom, Pres. 	 Mike McNeal, Pres. 

Regular membership is open to all inter-
ested parties for an annual dues amount of 
$25.00; life membership for an individual is 
$500.00. Members receive THE AZALEAN 
and are eligible for participation in all activi-
ties of the Society including those of the 
chapter with which the member affiliates. 
For information and a membership applica-
tion, write to the Membership Committee, 
Azalean Society of America, P.O. Box 34536, 
West Bethesda, MD 20827-0536. 

On the Cover: 
This plate from the Botanical Magazine in 1812 (35:t.1480) is the nomencla-
tural type for R. simsii. The corolla of R. simsii may range in color from 
white to red. The colorist appears to have over-emphasized the saturation 
of the red. No less an authority than E.H. Wilson noted this evergreen 
azalea from Southeast Asia was a key parent in most of what we com-
monly call 'Indian Azaleas'. [Image and caption courtesy of Don Voss, Ed.] 

Note: If an e-mail address from the printed Roster does not seem to work, refer 
to the Online Roster at httrilAwN azaleas.org  
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