
Ben Morrison Chapter 
Joan Sweeney—Newsletter Editor 

The fall meeting was held Sunday, 
October 8, 2000, at the Fairview Li-
brary in Calvert County Maryland. H. 
Edward Reiley was the guest speaker, 
presenting a program on late-bloom-
ing azaleas and elepidote rhododen-
drons. As a service to the membership, 
the newsletter offered to get answers 
to questions about this topic for mem-
bers who were unable to attend the 
October 8 meeting, if they would write 
the question to one of the chapter of-
ficers. Ed Reiley generously agreed to 
donate his speaker's fee to the ASA-
Ben Morrison Chapter. Mr. Reiley's 
two publications on this topic include: 

• Reiley, H. Edward and Carroll L. 
Shry, Jr. 2000. Introductory Horticul-
ture. Albany, NY: Delmar Thomson 
Learning. 

• Reiley, H. Edward. 1992. Success with 
Rhododendrons and Azaleas. Portland, 
OR: Timber Press. 

Chapter business topics were wide-
ranging. Joe Miller reported that there 
are 34 paid ASA members in the Ben 
Morrison chapter, according to the 
May 2000 Roster, with six associate 
members from other chapters. The 
chapter newsletter, "The Azalea Alert", 
is mailed to 56 persons or organiza-
tions. A special request was made in 
the September issue to forward mem-
bers' e-mail addresses to Joe Miller (at 
pscsm@olg.com), so these can be 
added to the chapter mailing list. 

The chapter considered surveying 
the membership with the goal of help-
ing plan and schedule future pro-
grams. Barbara Bullock, Curator of 
Azaleas and the U.S. National Arbo-
retum, has agreed to be a speaker at 
one of these meetings. 

ASA member Don Hyatt invited Ben 
Morrison chapter members to attend 
the fall banquet of the Potomac Val-
ley Chapter of the American Rhodo-
dendron Society October 29, 2:00-5:00 

Chapter News 
p.m. at Dave and Buster's Restaurant 
in White Flint Mall in Rockville, Mary-
land. 

The December meeting was held 
Sunday, December 10, 2000 at Bob and 
Rosa McWhorter's home in Gambrills, 
Maryland. 

Dallas Chapter 
Eleanor Maclay of the Dallas Chap-

ter sent in the curent officer list so we 
can update our May 2000 rosters. Of-
ficers are: President, Roby Odom; 
Vice-President, Eugene P. Westlake; 
Treasurer, Eleanor Maclay; Secretary 
D. Scott Weddington. 

Brookside Gardens Chapter 
Milton Learner helped gather infor-

mation and assistance to recognize the 
passing of Jean Cox for this issue. Bee 
Hobbs reports that he is making ar-
rangements to try to get and repair a 
fountain from Jean Cox's yard and 
some rocks to put into the George 
Harding Garden as a memorial to 
Jean's work there. 

Northern Virginia Chapter 
Dan Krabill —McLean, Virginia 
dkrabill@securagroup.com  
Philip Louer—Newsletter Editor 
louerp@gte.net  

President Krabill provided this 
meeting notice on the azalea mail-list 
site and invited all interested people 
to attend, whether Society members 
or not: The Northern Virginia Chap-
ter of the Azalea Society of America 
met on Sunday afternoon, November 
12, at 1:30 p.m. at the George Mason 
Regional Library, in Annandale, Vir-
ginia. By posting the meeting notice 
on the Internet and asking for sugges-
tions as to content and questions 
ahead of time, the program could be 
tailored to particular interests of the 
audience. 

Malcolm Clark, former President of 
the ASA, spoke on his primary inter-
est, hybridizing. He also runs a nurs-
ery, Chandler Gardens, on land adja-
cent to his home in Southern Pines, 
North Carolina. Malcolm described 
his breeding program, showed what 
he has been doing, and provided ex-
amples. His slides were primarily of 
flowers that bloomed for the first time 
this year. He also showed slides of a 
few long-available plants, not his own, 
that he uses in his breeding program. 
Dan Krabill has several of Malcolm's 
hybrids. Two he particularly likes are 
'Elan' and 'Forlane'. 

Malcolm describes his breeding in-
terest as developing plants with early 
to mid-season Satsuki-class flowers. 
He is seeking variegated flowers en-
tirely, which he defines as flowers with 
stripes or borders or both. He is in the 
third generation of his breeding pro-
gram. That is, the parents of his new 
hybrids are his own hybrids, generally 
his second-generation hybrids. He is 
farther along in achieving his objec-
tives with pinks, oranges, and reds 
than with purples, upon which he is 
still working. 

During the September 10 meeting 
hosted by Dave and Sharon Raden, 
members visited their outstanding 
azalea garden and attended the an-
nual plant auction. The business meet-
ing covered topics such as gifts in 
memory of Majorie Taylor, the joint 
meeting of rhododendron and azalea 
enthusiasts at White Flint Mall, and 
the joint effort of Don Hyatt and Phil 
Louer to load past issues of THE AZA-
LEAN into the azalea website to in-
crease their availability to the public. 
A new written request system will be 
tried with the chapter's library books, 
to try to keep better track of who has 
what items. A complete list of the 
library's holdings will be published in 
the next issue of "The Azalea Clipper." 

To memorialize Marjorie Taylor, 
chapter member and Society member 
since the 1970s, Don Hyatt has ob- 
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tained a specimen of R. 'Marj T' from 
Ben Morrison chapter member Carol 
Segree. He planted it in mid-Novem-
ber in the ASA George Harding Gar-
den in the National Display Garden 
area at River Farm Plantation near 
Mount Vernon. He also planted a R. 
prunifolium from his own garden, 
which will go nicely with it. 

Chapter officer elections were held 
at the November 12 meeting. Results 
are: President, David Nanney; Vice-
President, Barry Sperling; Treasurer, 
Leslie Nanney; and Secretary, Lee 
McElvain. 

Oconee Chapter 
Frank Bryan, Newsletter Editor 
steveriver@aol.com  

Two programs were presented at the 
Noverber 12 meeting: "Springtime in 
the Fall—Highlights of the ASA Con-
vention in Charleston—A Slide Pro-
gram," was presented with commen-
tary by Frank Bryan, Joe Coleman, and 
Jim Thornton. "Get Ready for Win-
ter—Construction of a Cold Frame," 
was accompanied by demonstrations 
and comments by Allison Fuqua. The 
business meeting covered the next 
steps in the process of revision of the  

"Growing Azaleas" slide series coop-
eratively produced with the Rockdale 
Cooperative Extension Service (CES) 
Office in Conyers. After seeing CES 
agent Dr. Gary Wade demonstrate 
what can be done with a Power Point 
presentation format, such as viewing 
four slides at a time with one theme, 
the review group noted that the slide 
script would need further revisions. 
More slides are needed; all will be re-
turned after scanning for the slide 
show. Internet images can even be 
incorporated. The next step is to have 
the new set of slides and script re-
viewed by the CES, then to get either 
an Oconee chapter member or a hired 
student to work with the CES com-
puter and software to scan and incor-
porate the slides and prepare the 
graphics. CES does not have the staff 
to do these latter steps. 

Seven new members joined as of 
November 2000. One hundred appli-
cation forms were sent out, and five 
new members have joined, four for 
Oconee and one at-large. 

The Chapter is especially pleased to 
welcome its members from the 
Rockdale House for Men, a residen-
tial treatment facility, which was 
founded in 1974 by a group of 

Conyers, GA citizens to help men 
combat drug and alcohol addiction. 
While program funding comes from 
state grants in aid, local government, 
the City of Conyers, and local civic 
groups and private citizens, the resi-
dents in the program grow and sell 
plants for additional support. They 
have a small greenhouse where they 
grow annuals and hanging baskets. 
Jim Thornton presented a talk about 
growing azaleas to the hospital staff 
recently. The Oconee chapter is help-
ing them grow azaleas to include in 
their sales. The Chapter would like 
your help, too, whether it's money, in-
kind (plants, such as cuttings, liners, 
or larger plants), or time. Oconee 
chapter president Mike McNeal pro-
vided 2,000 plants (the Hester Collec-
tion plants). Ben Reid is providing 
consultation. The address for the 
Rockdale House for Men is 1060 Scott 
Street, Conyers, GA 770-483-3984, 
Rockdalehousemen@prodigy.net. 
For more information, contact Jim 
Thornton, 770-483-1383, or 
JOT@att.net. 

The newsletter contained a three-
page article, "pH and Its Impact on 
Soils and Azalea Growth," which will 
be reprinted in THE AZALEAN in the 
near future. 

Joint Rhododendron and Azalea Society 
"Sunday Supper" Meeting at 

Dave & Buster's Restaurant, White Flint Mall 
Phil Louer reported in The 

Azalea Clipper" on the joint meet-
ing of the rhododendron and aza-
lea enthusiasts held October 29th. 
Nine members of the Northern Vir-
ginia Chapter attended, as well as 
people from a number of other 
chapters. 

Don Hyatt hosted a well-re-
ceived 15-question quiz on rhodo-
dendron and azalea questions, in 
the format of "Who Wants to Be a 
Millionaire." Winners got first 

choice to purchase plants after the 
meeting. The final verdict was that 
this was both an entertaining and in-
formative way to distill experience 
and knowledge of growers. Dr. Joe 
Coleman from Atlanta, Georgia, then 
spoke about plans for the upcoming 
joint ARS and ASA Convention to be 
held in Atlanta, April 17-21, 2002. 
Room rates will be $79 per night. The 
convention planners are now select-
ing gardens to visit. As samples, Dr. 
Coleman showed slides of Earl and 

Verdie Sommerville's garden on the 
lower slope of Kennesaw Mountain, 
featuring many deciduous and ev-
ergreen azaleas, rhododendrons, 
with a small stream flowing through 
it. Coleman's slides of his own four-
acre garden, nestled among large 
pine trees, showed many mature 
plants. He is a noted collector and 
hybridizer. He and wife Donna also 
have many Japanese maples, vibur-
nums, hosta, daylilies, and wild-
flowers. 

88 • THE AZALEAN/Winter 2000 


