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Reprint from The Garden, 1897 

[The following article is being reproduced, with permission of the Royal Horticultural Society, from the "Stove and Greenhouse 
Section" of the October 1897 issue of The Garden, the journal of the RHS, ASA member Jim Inskip of Cobham, Surrey, England, 
found this article while researching the origins of Ghent azaleas. The methodology was referred to in the "How Azaleas Got to Our 
Gardens" article by Donald Voss in the Fall 2000 issue of THE AZALEAN. Spelling and phraseology are as in the original, Ed.] 

In the year 1884 M. Seidel, senior, 
first suggested to his son (M. Rudolph 
Seidel) the idea of grafting the Indian 
Azalea on a Rhododendron stock, 
and, as an experiment, these two 
gentlemen, with the assistance of their 
foreman, M. Lauterbach, made a 
dozen grafts of this description. At the 
time MM. Seidel had little doubt that 
this operation was the first step in a 
thorough revolution in the culture of 
Azaleas, and that it would come into 
general practice. It was certain that it 
would not be adopted everywhere at 
once, and the greatest difficulty was 
that of securing for it a favourable gen-
eral reception in the horticultural 
world. Soon, indeed, it had to encoun-
ter criticism, when, in the year 1894, 
MM. Seidel showed it for the first time, 
at the exhibition at Gand, the speci-
mens which had been grafted in 1884. 
For vigour of growth, fine appearance, 

and unusually good flowering quali-
ties these received a certificate of merit 
for advancement in the culture of In-
dian Azaleas. Notwithstanding this, 
MM. Seidel returned home to Saxony 

under a cloud of adverse criticisms. 
The Belgians, and many other people 
as well—nearly everyone in fact—
asserted that these plants could not 

live long, that many varieties of Aza-
leas would unite only imperfectly 
with Rhododendron stock, and that 
they would be easily broken off in 
packing and in transit. Numbers of 
objections, in fine, were made which 

had no foundation, as the matter was  

merely in the initial stage of experi-
ment, and criticism could only suggest 
presumed possibilities. In spite, how-
ever, of all the hostile criticisms, Aza-

leas grafted on Rhododendrons made 
their way into favour. In the year 1894 
MM. Seidel offered some specimens 
for sale, which, on account of their vig-
orous habit of growth and the fineness 

of their bloom, which surpassed that 
of the ordinary Azaleas in beauty and 

regularity, were so much preferred by 
purchasers, that every year since MM. 

Seidel have received more orders for 
plants than they have been able to sup-
ply, and to meet these daily increas-

ing orders they have this year grafted 
40,000 plants. 

I do not know whether the critics 
still think that Azaleas grafted on 

Rhododendrons are of no value, but 
in any case I think they would do well 

to lay down their arms and join with 
those who have adopted this system, 
considering that last autumn plants 

grafted in this manner made their way 
into the forcing houses at Berlin 
(where Azaleas grown in the ordinary 
way had previously held the field 

without a rival), and gave great satis-
faction there. Of course this does not 

imply that no other kind of Azaleas 

will be forced there, but the numer-
ous orders which will be given this 
year by these same Berlin forcers will 

show at least the advantage, if not the 
superiority, which is attached to these 

plants. 

The objections which were made 
against this system have been proved 
entirely unfounded, for up to the 
present Azaleas grafted in this way 
have done quite as well as those 
grafted on the Azalea stock, and al-
ways grow more vigorously. One can-
not, of course, be certain that they will 
live as long as the old-fashioned kinds, 
some of which are now sixty years of 
age, while none of the plants grafted 

on Rhododendron stock are as yet 
more then thirteen years old. But even 
if they should not live for more than 
twenty years, the high reputation 
which they are gaining will suffer 
nothing in consequence, since Azaleas 
of that age are of very little or no use 
in a commercial point of view. It is 
quite true that certain kinds which, 
like Souvenir du Prince Albert, unite 
very badly when grafted on Azalea 
concinna or other Azalea stocks may 

not take well when grafted on Rhodo-
dendron stock, but the number of such 
kinds is so small, that no difficulty will 
be thereby raised in carrying out this 
system of grafting, and the circum-
stance cannot be considered a draw-
back. We may then come to the con-
clusion that this new method of graft-
ing has a great future before it, and it 

would not be surprising if, in the 
course of time, it entirely superseded 
the other methods which are at 
present in use. Up to the present no 
attempt, at least so far as I am aware, 
at this method of growing Azaleas has 

been made in France, but the florists 

12 • THE AZALEAN/Spring 2001 



of Paris may take heart, for undoubt-
edly they will soon be able to furnish 
their shops with these superb plants. 
M. Duval, the well-known nursery-
man at Versailles, was this year to have 
commenced his first essays in this 
method of culture, which, with such a 
skilful operator will no doubt be 
crowned with success. 

I will now describe the means which 
are employed in MM. Seidel's nursery 
for obtaining fine plants as speedily 
as possible by this method. The only 
variety of Rhodendendron which is 
thus used as a stock is R. 
Cunningham's White, because, root-
ing well and growing vigorously, it 
yields excellent stocks on which most 
Azaleas take very well. The Rhodo-
dendron cuttings are taken in Novem-
ber and December, and, as far as pos-
sible, from wood a year old and in a 
good healthy condition. If cuttings are 
plentiful, the upper part of the shoot 
only is used, for this part produces the 
finest stocks, growing more rapidly 
and regularly than those obtained 
from any other part of the shoot. The 
cuttings are planted in a warm house 
on shelves covered with a layer of  

sand 4 inches deep, topped with about 
a quarter of an inch deep of peat very 
finely crushed. These shelves are natu-
rally closed in, and are warmed un-
derneath by pipes or otherwise, so as 
to have a bottom-heat of from 69° to 

76° F. The atmospheric heat of the 
house should be kept under 69" as 
much as possible. It is necessary to 
shade when the sun is shining, even 
in February and March, in order to 

keep the temperature down to this, as 
a high temperature induces thrips. 
The cuttings take root in about two 
months, but usually they are not pot-
ted off until the following April, when 
they are potted in 3-inch or 3-1/2-inch 
pots. The newly potted plants are then 

placed in a house with some bottom-
heat under them to expedite their tak-
ing root. Later on they may be placed 
close together in frames, where they 
will be able to increase in length as 
they grow, as they must be grafted in 
the winter following, when they 
should have a stem as slender as pos-
sible and at least 6 inches to 8 inches 
long. Grafting may be done from Janu-
ary to April. For this purpose, the 
plants are placed in a house with a 

temperature of 69° F., where in a few 

days they will be growing vigorously, 
with an abundance of sap flowing in 
their tissues. This is the right time to 
graft so as to ensure that the Azalea 
scion will speedily unite with the 

Rhododendron stock. The mode of 
grafting employed is plain whip-graft-
ing, such as is practiced, in July and 
August, when A. concinna and A. 
Hexe are used as stocks. The treatment 
after the graft has taken is precisely 
the same as that described at p. 47 of 
Le Jardin for 1896, except that these 
small plants are planted out in the 
open ground in May or June, and in-
stead of being potted in the autumn 
before they are sold, they are not pot-
ted until spring, so they will have been 
only six months in pot instead of a 
year. Another difference worth men-
tioning is that these plants sell for 
nearly double the price of plants of the 
same age grafted on A. concinna or 
other stocks, because they are more 
vigorous growing and of larger size, 
and exhibit a regular and robust ap-
pearance which recommends them to 
all good judges of plants.-E. Treillaud, 
in Le Jardin. 
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